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PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 




In every country individuals are to be found who occupy 
themselves in endeavours to discover the means of alleviating 
pain, and of curing diseases. In Europe especially, the dif¬ 
ferent. countries were so connected together as to enable the 
physician to profit by the discoveries of his neighbours, and 
the historian to trace the progress of the sciences among the 
various races of mankind from the Indus to the Atlantic, and 
from the time when medicine emerged from the obscurity of 
ancient fable to the present age. During Ibis long period we 
know the individuals and the people who have added to our 
medical knowledge, and can prove that all these different sys¬ 
tems have a common source ; being originally derived from 
the family of Hippocrates. Those distinguished benefactors of 
mankind first explained the nature and treatment of diseases, 
and reduced to theory the various phenomena of the human 
body. The Grecian Philosophers were assisted by the 
Egyptian sages, who appear to have obtained much of their 
knowledge from some mysterious nation of the east. Egypt, 
after having had her institutions destroyed by the sword of 
the conqueror, became the scat of Grecian learning; which 
was afterwards transferred to the east, where under the foster¬ 
ing care of the Caliphs of Bagdad medicine was cultivated 
with diligence and success. It received still farther additions 
from the east; and thus improved it was conveyed by the 
Muhammadan conquerors into Spain. From thence u was 
communicated to other parts of Europe; where it has exer¬ 
cised the genius of many great men, with so much advantage 
to suffering humanity. 

Among the sacred records of the Hindus there is a system 
of medicine, prepared at u \ery early period, that appears 
to form no part of the medical science, and is not suppose ! 
to have enlightened the other nations of the earth: a system 
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hich the Hindus claim an antiquity far beyond the period* 
which the history of the heroic age is supposed to extend. 

The following commentary is intended to describe the 
Hindu science of medicine. Insulated in their position, and 
residing in a rich and fruitful country, the Hindus appear to 
have been satisfied with the knowledge and power which 
they had acquired at a very early period, and affectionately 
attached to their own country, they retained for ages their 
own opinions and practices, amidst various revolutions. 
Their country was repeatedly overrun by the Muhammadans, 
who destroyed and persecuted them with the most relentless 
cruelty, without making any impression on their religious 
belief, or diminishing the respect and veneration which they 
bore to their sacred records. Freed for a time from their 
persecutors, their luxuriant country quickly resumed its 
former fruitfulness ; and the intelligent and industrious in¬ 
habitants, under peaceful and sagacious princes, who promo¬ 
ted the happiness of their subjects rather than increased 
their own power by conquest, were soon restored to their 
former prosperity. The description of the medical profession 
by a people, so remarkable for the early period at which 
they reached an advanced state of power and learning, must 
be interesting, as it will enable us to trace the extent and 
modifications of civilization in a nation unconnected with 
any other, and instructive as pointing out the means by 
which such an advancement in the social state was accom¬ 
plished. 

In tracing the progress of Philosophy among such a peo¬ 
ple, it is accessary to observe, that human nature exhibits a 
general resemblance among all nations ; while the absence of 
absolute identity, is accounted for by the Influence of climate, 
habits, customs, and political state. Hence there exists a 
certain resemblance in the general speculations of different 
nations, which, however erroneous in many respects, must 
be acknowledged to have some foundation as regards the 
facts upon which they are based. This will be pointed 
out in the following work, and will be of use as defining, 
with more exactness, particular opinions. Doubtful facts 
i i medicine may thus be illustrated and established, and 
uistunt analogies between tenets det -cted, which will corn)- 
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..•ate the testimony of history, and lead us to compare tlios 
"first principles, upon which systems arc founded. W ith tins 
intention I propose, in the following work, to follow the 
classification pursued by the Hindus, in some of their minor 
particulars, and shall add as much of their reasoning on 
facts, as will enable the reader to understand their system ; 
but, in order that the value of these ancient records may be 
better appreciated, I have reduced the medical knowledge of 
the ancient Hindus to what I suppose to be, the order best 



adapted for exhibiting its real value. 

In a second part, it is my intention to trace the decline of 
the medical profession in India, and the best means of 
removing the state of ignorance, which now prevails over the 
wjiole of Hindustan. 

This work has grown upon me imperceptibly. Interested 
in the History of the medical science, for a number ol 
years I had employed n»y leisure in noting the development 
of systems in different schools and nations, and was induced 
at an early period of my residence in Bengal, to examine 
the Hindu medical Shastras. I translated and compared 
what I considered the most valuable parts of different manu¬ 
scripts, when I found that my materials had accumulated so 
much, that they wc.e too bulky for my original purpose ; it 
then occurred to me that the following commentary might be 
worthy of being published separately, as containing interest- 
inpr information, which had not hitherto been placed before the 
public. An accomplished scholar had indeed given an interest¬ 
ing account of Hindu opinions regarding certain diseases 
a persevering traveller had afforded a sketch of certain opi¬ 
nions contained in the Hindu medical Shastras, as translated 
into the Tibetan language ;+ an antiquarian, and a <h>im- 
irukbed physician had given some of their peculiar opinions, 
as found in the medical works of the south ot Indiaami 
an able lecturer had combined all this infer illation will 1 im- 


* Professor Wilson, Tran. Mel. and Phy. Society Calcutta, vol. 

1, Oriental Magazine for March, 1823. 
f Mr. A. Soma dc Kfiroa, Journal Asiatic Society, Calcutta ; No. 

37, January, 1835. 

% Dr. Heyae’s Tracts on India, and Amalie s Materia Mi-mri 
Indies, Loiul.—l*u. 
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additions of his own ;* but a comprehensive view of 
their system of medicine, which it is the intention of the 
present work to supply, is still wanting to complete our 
information on the subject. 

While other branches of Hindu philosophy have been 
made the frequent subject of discussion, and much that 
is curious and important has been discovered by European 
philosophers, it is remarkable into what neglect the medi¬ 
cal Sliastras have fallen ; from the contempt with which 
the conquerors of Hindustan regarded the scientific know¬ 
ledge of the Hindus. This explains, why their system of 
medicine was despised, and their works neglected, and for¬ 
gotten. When the English student directed his attention to 
the Sanskrit language, he seldom extended his examination 
to the medical Sliastras, with which the brahmans were 
rarely conversant; and when he did study the subject, it was 
in a cursory manner, and he in general was incompetent 
to judge of the real value of such professional works. Under 
such circumstances Sir William Jones asserts, “ that there 
is no evidence that in any language of Asia there exists one 
original treatise on medicine considered as science.” “ Even 
Medicine and Surgery,” says Mill, “ to the cultivation of 
which so obvious and powerful an interest invites, have 
scarcely, beyond the degree of most uncultivated tribes, at¬ 
tracted the rude understandings of the Hindus.” 

The following Commentary on the most ancient records of 
the Hindu medicine will sufficiently refute such opinions; 
and will at the same time prove, that these works contain 
much that is interesting and instructive. 

Another cause, which produced the neglect of the Hindu 
Medical Science on the part of the Muhammadan conquerors 
of Hindustan, is that they were s > prepossessed in favor of their 
own system of medicine, as to have little respect for that of 
a vanquished people. More lately, the diffusion of the Eu¬ 
ropean system of medicine operated as a discouragement to 
the study of the Sanskrit works; and the prejudice against 
the national system grew stronger, as the ancient Medi¬ 
cal Works became more inaccessible from their rarity, 
and imperfect copies were substituted, as the ignorance of 
* Hoyle-on the antiquity of Hindu medicine, 1838 . 




the people increased. The expense of drugs was also consi¬ 
derably and the difficulty of procuring them genuine became 
greater, as they were less sought after and appreciated, which 
led to the introduction of inferior substitutes. Thus confidence 
in these medical prescriptions diminished still more ; and the 
consequence of such neglect was, to increase the prejudice 
against the ancient science even among the Hindus, and to lead 
to the substitution of superstition and quackery. The sys¬ 
tem of Bhutaredya, which included the offering up of certain 
prayers and incantations, was introduced; as well as the 
worshipping of village gods, for the cure of diseases, as pro¬ 
per medical assistance became more difficult, to meet the 
pressing wants of the people. The native practice of 
medicine may now be said to be in this lamentable state 
of depression over all Hindustan ; but, it was far other¬ 
wise, as cultivated by the ancient Hindus. A very few 
practitioners may still be found in the neighbourhood of 
cities, in the service of rich individuals in whose families 
the ancient treatises of their forefathers are studied, and 
transmitted from generation to generation. I have had 
the happiness of knowing such a family of hereditary physi¬ 
cians, rich, independent, and much respected.* Among 
such, the ancient Medical Works are so highly valued; 
that the influence of station, rank, and money, will often be 
ineffectually exerted in procuring these manuscripts. In 
some cases, it is even difficult to obtain permission to copy 
such works, at the owner’s house; from a belief that all 
the good to be derived from their possession, which God had 
bestowed on the individual and his family, would vanish 
on the work being sold, or even the precepts communicated 
to unauthorized individuals. 

The climate, and the materials of which these ancient 
Works are composed, render them very liable to be destroy¬ 
ed. Some are already lost, and the difficulty of procuring 
correct, copies of the remainder, is yearly increasing. Un¬ 
der these circumstances, it is believed that the following 
Commentary will be considered interesting, as ombody- 

* After some enquiry 1 find there are not move than four or five 
persons, in this part of India, who are acquainted with the Hindu 
Medical Shuslras. 
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J%Wthat is considered worthy of preservation in tliean- 
Hindu medical writings. These treatises appear to have 
been prepared at a very early date. In order to investigate 
this very important fact, it will be necessary to make a few 
remarks on the history, literature, chronology, and sciences 
of the Hindus ; which arc all so combined with each other, 
and interwoven with their theology, as to require elucidation, 
before the originality of their medical system can be proved, 
some of their theoritical notions understood, and the probable 
age determined, in which the medical writings were prepared. 

1$£. History . That portion of the Caucasian race of man¬ 
kind, which inhabited the fertile plains south of the lofty 
range of mountains extending eastward from the Caspian 
Sea, and forming the northern boundary of modern Hindu¬ 
stan, was probably the original stock of the Hindu nation ;— 
a nation which from the most ancient testimony, as well as 
from the character of its social institutions, is considered to 
have been coeval with the first formation of men into social 
communities. These early inhabitants of the world increased 
so rapidly in number and power, that at the eera of the build¬ 
ing of Babel, they are described as u journeying from the 
East and, as resolving, on their arrival in the land of 
Shinar, to build fe a city and tower, whose top may reach into 
heaven.” From them, and from his great progenitor, Shcm, 
Abraham probably obtained all the learning then known. 

It was the knowledge acquired by the privileged class of 
brahmans, and the habits of industry of the other classes, 
joined to their skill in adding to the comforts and elegancies 
of life, that explained the power and riches of these eastern 
nations at that remote period, and which caused them to 
be regarded as proverbially possessed of the cc wisdom of 
the East,” (1 Kings ch. iv ., v. 30.) Little, however, was 
known of the Hindu nation previous to the conquest of 
Alexander. That great monarch carried his arms beyond 
the Indus; and one of lus successors, Scleucus Nicator, 
advanced as far as the Ganges. It is interesting to note 
the language of the historian of the Macedonian hero. 
After his victory over Porus, Alexander, in his harangue to 
lrs troops, assures them, u that they were now going to 
• ‘liter those famous countries so abundant in riches, that 
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i ‘11 what they had found and seen in Persia would appear 
as nothing in comparison to them. 5 * (Quintus Curtius, lib. 
x., ch. 1.) Herodotus, Diodorus, and Arrian, describe the 
strength of the Hindu armies, the number of their war- 
chariots, the excellence of their arms and appointments, and 
the strength of their fortresses ; and Strabo and Plutarch 
agree with them in asserting the high state of civilization to 
which India had then attained ; and that it was full of large 
and rich cities, had roads with mile-stones, and inns for the 
accommodation of travellers, and carried on a considerable 
trade with their neighbours. 

A people, who had distinguished themselves at such an 
early age, by their power and riches, as well as by their 
successful cultivation of the sciences, may be supposed to 
have studied with much care the means of succouring the 
wounded and maimed, of alleviating pain, and curing diseases. 
The Hindu history of medicine proves this to have been the 
case ; for one of the fourteen rainas , or precious objects, 
which their gods arc believed to have produced by churning 
the ocean, was a learned physician. This proves of what 
importance they considered the healing art, and accords with 
the opinion of the best informed of the ancients. Arrian in^ 
forms us, that, in tho expedition of Alexander to India, “ the 
Grecian physicians found no remedy against the bites of 
snakes; but the Indians cured those who happened to fall 
under that misfortune.” “ For this reason,” Nearchus tells 
us, <c Alexander, having all the most skilful Indians about his 
person, caused proclamation to be made throughout the 
camp, that whoever might be bitten by one of these snakes 
should forthwith repair to the royal pavilion to be cured. 
These physicians are also said to have made other cures ; but, 
as the inhabitants have a very temperate climate, they are not 
subject to many varieties of disease. However, il any among 
them feel themselves much indisposed, they apply to their 
Sophists (brahmans), who, by wonderful, and even more than 
human means, cure whatever will admit of it.”* 


2d. Literature. The Sanskrit language, so majestic, so 
richly reflected, and so ancient, is still viewed as the na- 

* Arrian’s Indian History, Edited by Mr. Brooke, Loud. 
vol. ii. ch. 15, p. 232. 
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ial language, not only from its being that in which the 
oldest works in Indian literature are composed, but also as it 
was at one time the language of a considerable part of India, 
especially of those regions near the Ganges, as the Province 
of Bahar, in which were laid the scenes of many of the most 
ancient Indian poems. 

The early period at which Sanskrit was cultivated, and the 
success with which the study was attended, prove the great 
capacity of those who made it the object of pursuit. In some 
cases, it seems to have been blended with other languages, 
and in others it probably absorbed the dialects of the abori¬ 
gines. Its analogy to the languages with which scholars are 
familiar, and its connection with the local religion, arts, and 
sciences, like those of Greece and Rome, render the study ex¬ 
ceedingly interesting, and excite a desire to become acquaint¬ 
ed with its literary remains, containing as they do memorials 
of an ancient theology, of poetry, science, and philosophy, 
which have exerted an influence over the most distinguished 
nations of antiquity, and to which even Europe is indebted 
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for the rudiments of her learning. 

?id. Chronology . The Hindus divide their Chronology into 
four ages (yugs). The three first were probably fanciful. 
During each of these ages, mankind wr.s supposed to have 
lost a part equal to one fourth of truth and moral rectitude, 
until the last, or wicked age (kali yug), in which man becomes 
wholly depraved and sinful. It is probable that the second age 
(dwapar yug), is the renovated world, described by Moses, in 
which we find a chaos, or the wreck of a former world, upon 
the surface of which moved the Spirit of God. The Swdyam- 
hhara , Adimo, or Adorn, was the man-woman of the Hindus; 
who was separated into a male and female, like our first 


parents, and became the first progenitors of mankind. By 
both accounts, the life of man extended to one thousand 
years ;* and the days of their gods wore as a thousand years of 
mortals, to which St. Peter seems afterwards to allude. + 

The Hindus pretend that the present age, or kali yug, be¬ 
gan in the year B. C. 3101 ; or with the entrance of the sun 
into the sign As win ^ the first of the 27 Nakshatras , or man- 


* Methusalem died nt the age of nine hundred and sixty-nine years, 
t See his Second General Epistle, ch. iii. v, 8. 
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the fixed lunar zodiac. This is now considered to 
be merely an assumed era. According to Menu, Noah 
lived in the third or in the beginning of the fourth yuga, 
when the age of man was fixed at one hundred years. Ihe 
long interval that intervened before oral traditions were re¬ 
corded in written characters, and the advancement which 
such a step proved, accounts for the pride which marked 
these first efforts of genius ; and the superiority which such 
a knowledge indicates, explains the authority which the 
Brahmans usurped. As these sages were occupied in the 
investigation of the operations of nature, they soon acquired 
great authority from their being likewise employed in the ser¬ 
vice of the divinity, to whom they were regarded as allied in 
friendship, and from whom they were supposed to have derived 
their accurate knowledge. This is said to be so extensive that 
their geometry, arithmetic, and astronomy, “ surpassed that 
of Ptolemy ; their music that of Phythagoras; their mechanics 
that of Archimedes; their theology that of Plato ; and their 
logic that of Aristotle. 5 ’ In proof of the early and high civiliza¬ 
tion of the Indians, Colonel Call, chief engineer at Madras, 
states as follows : “ It may safely be pronounced that no part 
of the world has more marks of antiquity for arts, sciences, and 
civilization, than the peninsula of India, from the Ganges to 
Cape Comorin. I think the carvings on some of the Pago¬ 
das and Choultries, as well as the grandeur of the work, 
exceeds any thing executed now-a-days, not only for the de¬ 
licacy of the chisel, but the expense of construction, consi¬ 
dering, in many instances, to what distances the component 
parts were carried, and to what heights raised. * 

Nor do the Hindus appear to have derived their knowledge 
from any of their neighbours. The Greeks were the only 
people from whom they could have borrowed their informa¬ 
tion ; but, besides the distance, and the absence oi frequent 
communication between the two countries, the Hindus ucre 
naturally so averse to travelling, and so little desirous of in¬ 
tercourse with foreigners, their having borrowed their litera¬ 
ture seems to Stand on an exceedingly slender basis. 

4th. Sciences .—'The knowledge the Hindus possessed of 
medicine, as well as of the other sciences, may, therefore. 

* Philosophical Transactions, vol. l\ii. p- 351. 
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criterion by which we may 
fudge of their pretensions to originality. The date pf their 
astronomical tables cannot now he determined, but their 
accuracy is unquestionable. According to their astronomy the 
Zodiac was divided into twenty-seven constellations; the eclip¬ 
tic into signs, degrees, and minutes; the planes of the sun and 
moon, the length of the solar year, the accelerated motion of 
the moon, the inequality of the precession of the equinoxes, 
&c. was probably obtained by the Europeans from the Hin¬ 
dus, and formed the foundation of the astronomical know¬ 
ledge, which was improved and extended by the genius of the 
west. 

The Hindu notions of Philosophy are likewise original, and 
as they explain some of their opinions regarding the physiolo¬ 
gy of the body, or microcosm, I shall add a few remarks on 
this curious subject. According to the Hindu philosophers 
space was first created by Brahma ,* in which the five ele¬ 
ments of the material world (ether, air, fire, water, and 
earth),t were confusedly mingled together. He separated 
them, and assigned to each its proper place, for the perform¬ 
ance of its office. He first separated the subtile ether, 
which has the quality of conveying sound, from which was 
derived the pure and potent air, a vehicle of scents, and en¬ 
dowed it with the quality of touch and sound ; from ether 
proceeded light or fire, making objects visible, dispelling 
gloom, and had the qualities of figure, touch, and sound. 
From light proceeded water, with the quality of touch, sound, 
colour, and taste; and from water was deposited earth, with 
the qualities of touch, sound, colour, taste, and smell. In 
each of the elements of organs was contained more or less of 
the qualities of happiness, action, and inertness. From 
satwa-gun , the first quality in space, arose the power of 
hearing, in which organ is contained much of the element 
of pure ether, and in this manner the perception of sound is 
conveyed to the soul by means of the mind ; air, in like man- 


* Brahma (TPSJi), the Great God ; Paramdtmd (^f^rsrfan), the 
Supreme Being; Prad/nna Nature; Pshwara (^t!T), the 

Supreme Ruler of the Universe, 
t See page 30. 
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conveys the sense of touch or feeling-through the skin ; 
fire, sight through the eye ; water, taste through the tongue; 
and earth, smelling through the nose to the soul. The 
whole of these five elements, and their functions, give birth 
to the power of thought and decision. From the second, or 
active quality (Raja-gun) in space, arose speech ; from the 
same quality in air, arose the power of the hands; in light, 
that of the feet; in water, that of generation ; and, in matter, 
that of expulsion. The five senses, the five organs of action, 
the heart, which comprises sense and action with mind, are 
animated by the soul from the embryo state. 

The soul desires knowledge, and, through the channel of 
the mind, acts on vision, and produces the perception of 
visible objects; through the ear, the perception of sound; 
through the skin, touch, &c. It invigorates the five active 
members, the five perceptive members, five elements, &c. It 
is pure, beholds everything as an indifferent spectator, while 
united with matter; in the same way as the eye is affected 
by light, the pot of water by the fire, iron by the magnet, 
fire by fuel, the shadow by the substance, the arrow by the 
string of the bow, so does the Divine particle act through the 
material organic world. 

The soul, when it exists in the body, has the qualities of 
piety, morality, and justice,—of happiness and misery,—of 
continence and lust,—of anger, folly, arrogance, avarice, and 
ignorance,—of energy, breathing, dejections, will, and un¬ 
derstanding,—of mental judgment, memory, knowledge, ef¬ 



fort, and sensibility. 

The combination of the soul and body gives rise to the 
different dispositions of persons, which are derived from 7V/ - 
kritiy or Nature. 

1st. A happy disposition ( Satwa-gun )* is said to bo derived 
from Vishnu.^ If, in excess, it affords light, and produces 
knowledge and happiness, tlie person avoids bad, and strives 
to perform good actions ; he has patience; is a Inver of truth, 
holiness, fait h, knowledge* and understanding; has no bad 
desire; possesses a good memory • is charitable, just, firm. 


From Sattva , good, and c/ha, aqnaliiv. 
f From / W<\ to overspread. 
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Hence, when “ gyani” (from gycin , wisdom) appears at all 
the gates of the body* it indicates that Satwa-gun predomi¬ 
nates within. When such a person dies, his soul is conveyed 
to the regions of those immaculate beings who are acquainted 
with the Most High. He becomes a Deva. 

2d. An active disposition (Raja-gun)* proceeds from 
Brahma , and signifies desire, the love of gain, industry, and 
commencement of works : and produces unhappiness when 
in excess. Such a person is miserable, inquiet, unforgiving, 
and pervaricating. He has no mercy; is haughty, proud, 
lascivious, intemperate, passionate, changeable, and covetous. 
When a person with such a disposition dies, his soul re-ani- 
mates another body of a different and inferior nature. 

3 d. When an inert or wicked disposition (Tama-guii) + is 
in excess, it proceeds from Siva ; and is indicated by a want 
of energy and love of retirement, secrecy, and distraction of 
thought; he neither believes in God nor in another state of 
existence; he is a great sinner ; is without understanding or 
knowledge, so as to be unable to take care of his w'ealth; and 
is sensual, slothful, procrastinating, and. stupid. When such 
a person dies, his soul is conceived again in the womb of 
irrational animals. 

Each of these dispositions confine the incorruptible spirit 
of the body. The Satwa-gun , being pure, clear, and free 
from defects, inspires the soul with sweet and pleasant con¬ 
sequences—the fruit of wisdom. The Raj a-gun is of a pas¬ 
sive nature, arising from the effects of worldly desire, and 
imprisons the soul with the sense of sloth, intoxication, 
and the feelings produced by action. The Tama-gun , 
being the offspring of ignorance, is the confounder of all the 
faculties of the mind. As one or other of these qualities pre¬ 
dominates so will the character of the individual be formed. 

The harmonious action of the five elements and their quali¬ 
ties constitutes health; and the increase or diminution of one 
or more of the humors, formed from the elements, produces 
disease. To reduce these humors when superabundant, and 
increase them when wanting, were the principles upon which 


* From Raja, to desire, and gun, quality, 
f From Tama, darkness, and gun, quality. 
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system of cure was based. To accomplish these objects 
a strict regimen was enforced* and certain articles of food and 
particular medicines were prescribed to increase or diminish 
these elements according as they were supposed to have de¬ 
viated from the healthy proportion.* 

Another peculiarity of the Hindu belief is the supposed 
separation of the human race into four classes in order that 
they might be multiplied. Each of these classes has differ¬ 
ent qualities* distinctions* and occupations. 

1st Class. —The Brahmans* the emblems of wisdom* 
proceeded from Brahma’s mouth; and their occupation is 
to pray* to read* and to instruct. 

2nd Class. —The Khetriya* the emblem of strength, came 
from his arms; and they are destined to hold the land* to 
defend* and to govern. 

3rd Class. —The Baishya (or epitome of nourishment) are 
sprung from Brahma’s navel; and their province is to culti¬ 
vate the land* to traffic ; and* by these means to provide 
man* in the social state* with the necessaries of life. 
t 4th Class.— The Siulra* the emblem of subjection* pro¬ 

ceeded from Brahma’s feet; and are intended to labour* to 
serve* to travel* &c. 

As the Brahmans were allowed to marry into the other 
classes* there were* at an early period* other distinctions to 
be made. The offspring of the Br&hman with the daughter 
of a Baishya, was called Ambasta* or* more commonly* 
Baidya; and it is stated in Menu* that their profession is 
Medicine. 

The early age at which this division of the Hindu nation in¬ 
to castes took place* each of which was devoted to a particular 
branch of the useful or ornamental arts* rapidly accelerated 
the advancement of knowledge. It enabled this people to 
accumulate the experience of generations* and to acquire a 

* “There is a class of physicians,” according to Mcgastbene.^ 

“ among the Germanes (Brahmans) who rely most on diet and regimen, 
and next on externa) applications, having a great distrust of the eflectn 
of more powerful modes of treatment. They are also said at that early 
period (about A. D. 300) to have employed charms in aid of their medi¬ 
cines.” (Strabo* lib. xv.) 
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of expertness, and to develope an extent of ingenuity, 
that, even in the present advanced state of the arts in Eu¬ 
rope, has scarcely been equalled. The distinctions of sects 
likewise enabled the nation to set apart the most distinguish¬ 
ed class, in order that they might devote themselves to the 
acquisition of knowledge; and the Brahmans thus became, 
like the Druids and Monks of Europe, at a much later pe¬ 
riod, the great improvers, and, by their skill and enterprise, 
taught the nation how much happiness and comfort might 
be extracted from the rich resources of nature. The know¬ 
ledge of a remedy to assuage pain, or of a principle in the 
prevention or cure of a disease, was too important a disco¬ 
very not to be recorded ; and the physicians were so sensible 
of the vast importance of such knowledge, as to seek not 
only to retain them in their families but likewise to test their 
accuracy, and to modify and extend them according to their 
own experience. 

The difficulties of the subject, and the importance of 
health, while these induced the Hindu sages to accumulate 
observations, must have proved to them the weakness of their 
unassisted faculties, and their ignorance of the operations of 
nature, which led them to call in the assistance of their gods 
either as practitioners, or as counsellors.* 

The following are the names of Hindu gods, who were 
supposed to possess a knowledge of the medical profession. 

Brahma , the creator, or creative principle. 

Siva, the destroyer, or destroying principle. 

Indr a, the king of heaven. 

Surya , the god of the sun. 

Dhanwantari , the great physician, king of Benares. 

Ashwinikumaras , the twin physicians of the gods. 

Buka, the Prajupati. 
liishis — Obree . 

„ Buraddsu . 

,, Pardsara. 


4 “Thin was more natural from their believing that sickness was a 
proof of guilt of the person in the present or in a former slate of exi.st- 
enee; so that even in the lime uf Alexander it was considered dis* 
gracelul for the holy sophists 'brahmans) to be sick ; and they put an 
cud 10 themselves when they fell into that calamity.” (Strabo, lib. xv.) 
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No goddess of medicine is represented as having flourished 
until at a late period* when the small-pox made its appear¬ 
ance and committed great ravages in Hindustan. 

Particular gods are supposed to superintend different parts 
of the body* and it is to them that prayers are offered up be¬ 
fore operations are performed or medicines exhibited. The 


following are the chief of their gods : 

Unffiy fire* superintends the tongue. 

Bdyiiy air*. ** life. 

Indray firmament*.... ** strength. 

Barunay water*. ** understanding. 

Suryay sun* . *, sight. 

Chandra * moon* .... ** understanding 

VishnUy preserver*. ... ** courage. 

Brahmay creator*- „ soul. 

Samudra , ocean* .... ** navel. 

Dhruba * stars*. « eyebrows. 


These are the chief* although all the gods have particular 
duties assigned to them to answer particular ends* and are 
accordingly propitiated in their several characters. 

These deities were supposed* at different periods* to have 
taken compassion on the sufferings of their weak and erring 
creatures on earth* a.ul communicated to a few favored mor¬ 
tals* the means of preventing and curing diseases. The 
following are the principal medical works that were thus im¬ 
parted to the Hindus : 

1. The Ayur Veda is the most ancient system of medicine* 
and is of the highest authority. The age in which it was 
written is not known* and fragments only of the MS. arc 
now procurable. From the terseness of the descriptions, 
there is said to have been considerable difficulty in under¬ 
standing it* and many commentaries were written on thesub- 
ject* and it is to them alone we have to refer. In the iirst 
part of the following work I have given an account of this 
curious Veda , which is said to have been prepared by Brahma 
in the Satya Vug. 

2. The second work, called Ayngran/Uy is said to have 
been written by Siva in the Tretd Yaga. Part of this work 
is said to be recorded in some of the Tantras . 

3. The nature of medicines and diseases is treated of in 
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of the Purdnas , particularly in the Ugni Purdn. These 
works were prepared by Deities and Rishisy and some of 
them are still procurable. 

4. We find the names of the following authors in the Ma- 
hd.bhd.rata ;* they are said to have flourished under Yiidhis- 
thirciy in the beginning of the Kali Yuga . 


<SL 


Author’s Name. 

Name of the Work. 

Found. 

Supposed to he irre¬ 
coverable. 

Atrya .. 

Atri Sangitci . 


Ugni Besa.1 

Charaka.J 

Bhila. 

Charaka. 



Bhila Tantra. 
Jutukarna Tantra. 
Parasara Sangit6. 

Jatukarna. 


Parasara. 


Harita . 

Harita Sangitd. 

Karp an. 


Kdrpari Tantra. 

Dhanwantari .... 1 
Sushruta. j 

Sushruta. 




These works are supposed to have been prepared by differ¬ 
ent Munisy on the plan in a great measure of the original 
Ayur Veda . The anatomical part appears to have been pre¬ 
pared from actual dissection* The following is a list of the 
principal medical works which are now found in Hindustan, 
after the great works of Char aka and Sushruta . They are 
arranged in the probable order in which they were prepared:— 


Aupadhanaha, a system of Surgery. 

Aurabhra, 

Do. 

Bhila Tantra, a system of Medicine. 

Jatukarna Sangita, 

Do. 

Pardsara, 

Do. 

Harita, 

Do. 

Bhagavata, 

Do. 

Bh&va-prukdsa, 

Do. 

Todranandu, 

Do. 

Chakradatta, 

t Do. 

Pr acharar a 11 1 ab; d i, 

Do. 

Sarangadhara, 

Do. 

* Written, according in 

.Bnt*1y f A . D 600 
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R&janirghanta, a system of Materia Medica. 


Chakradatta, 


Do. 


Drabyaguna, a commentary on the last work. 

Madhaba Nidana, a system of Nosology. 

Bangaja Ratnabali, a system of Pharmacy. 

Rasa Ratnakar, treats of metallic preparations. 

Rasendrachintaniani, Do. 

Rasendrakalpadruma, Do. 

Madliumati, a system of Medicine.* 

The names of Dhanwantari, who is also called the King 
of Benares (Kasi Raja) or Debadasa, is found stated with 
those of Charaka and Sushruta in poems written in the time 
of Nala Raja. These poems are allowed, from internal evi¬ 
dences, to be of great antiquity. In Charaka the names of the 
Munxs\ appear to have flourished before mythology was intro¬ 
duced into the Hindu system of religion ; as these names have 
no connection with the names of their gods, who were after¬ 
wards most probably introduced by degrees, as the various 
objects and operations of nature were deified and named 
by their votaries. Professor Wilson supposed f “ that from 
the Charaka and Sushruta being mentioned in the Purdnas, 
the ninth or tenth century is the most modern limit of our 
conjecture ; while the style of the authors, as well as their 
having become the heroes of fable, indicate a long anterior 
date. One commentary on the text of Sushruta, made bv 
Ubhalta, aCashmerian, is probably as old as the twelfth or 
thirteenth century, and his comment, it is known, was pre¬ 
ceded by others.” Dr. Royle, in his “ Essay on the Anti¬ 
quity of Indian Medical Science,” has cited passages from 
the Latin translations of Avicenna, Rhazes, and Serapion, 
in which the Charaka is mentioned. Professor Wilson is of 
opinion, that the Arabians of the eighth century cultivated 
the Hindu Works on Medicine before those of the Greeks; 
and that the Charaka, the Sushruta, and the treatise called 
Niddna, &c., were translated and studied by the Arabians in 
the days of Harun and Mansur (A. D. 773), either from the 

* See also Sir Wkitelaw Ainslie’s Materia Indicn, vol. ii. p, 491. 
f See Note on Mill's History of India, vol. ii. p. 232. 

X See Sir W. Jones' preface; and Mountstuart hlphinstonc's His¬ 
tory of India, vol. i p. 427 et seq. 
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riginals* or more probably from translations made at a still 
earlier period into the language of Persia.* 

Others suppose that the Vedas were compiled in the four¬ 
teenth century before Christf (see Asiatic Researches* vol. 
viii. p. 489)* and the Ayar Vtda supplement added proba¬ 
bly some centuries afterwards* about the time of Menu’s code 
of laws (B. C. 900 ?). 

This remarkable code appears to have been written at a 
time when the prejudices of caste* &c. did not exist; and 
when looking at the Sun or stroking a cow were sufficient to 
purify a person who had touched a human bone. 

As the result of the above remarks it appears that at a very 
early age the Hindus had made much greater advances in 
civilization* and the arts and sciences than any other ancient 
people ; and while the nations of the west have been slowly 
advancing in civilization during the last two thousand years* 
the Hindus* by the depressing influence of foreign subjuga¬ 
tion* are at present in a lower social condition than they ap¬ 
pear to have been in, three centuries before the Christian era. 
It was most probably at this early period that they studied 
the healing art with such success as to enable them to pro¬ 
duce systematic works on medicine* derived from that source 
of knowledge which the prejudice of mankind is so much 
opposed to. Sushruta informs us that a learned physician 
must combine a knowledge of books* or theoretical know¬ 
ledge with dissection of the human body* and practice. This 
explains why the ancient system of Hindu medicine was so 
complete in all its parts, and so permanent in its influence 
and warrants the inference that several centuries were re¬ 
quired to form it.J 

In comparing these Medical Works* and compiling the 


* See the Remarks by Professor Wilson on the Indian Physicians at the 
Court of Bagdad; by Rev. W. Cureton .—Journal of the R. A. Society , 
vol. vi. p. 105. 

t Mr. Colebrooke arrived at this conclusion from a passage from the 
Jyolish of one of the Vedas , when the northern Solstitial point is 
reckoned to be in the middle of Asleshn and the southern at the begin¬ 
ning of Sravishlha, or Dhanishtha j and then declares what he had 
elsewhere shown that “ such was the situation of thu.se cardinal points in 
the Fourteenth Century before the Christian era." 
t See Proft^dor Wilson’s Note on Mill’s liistory of India, vol. ii. p, 232, 
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Commentaries, I have rejected some portions as 
worthless, while I retained all such parts as appeared peculiar 
in theory, or important in practice. I have sometimes been 
obliged to restore passages altered by the carelessness or 
ignorance of compilers, or of commentators. It is probable 
other portions might have been omitted or enlarged with 
advantage; I believe, however, it will be found, that I have 
erred more frequently in the latter than in the former parti¬ 
cular. For arriving at the true meaning of words and ex¬ 
pressions, I have had the assistance of able Pandits, of these 
I must particularly mention the assistance I have derived 
from Abhaycharan Tarkapanchanan, now superintendent of 
the Bengali department of the College of Muhammad 
Mohsem, Hoogly, and of Madhusudan Gupta, Lecturer of 
Anatomy to the Medical College, Calcutta, whose accurate 
knowledge of the medical shdstras is combined with an ex¬ 
tensive knowledge of the sciences of Europe. 

, To the general reader I beg leave to state, that I have 
embodied what I conceived to be important and curious 
in these most ancient records of medicine; and I trust that 
the publication will be of use in removing that blind 
reverence which an imperfect knowledge of the Medical 
Shastras is so liable to engender among the Native physicians 
and which has operated most perniciously in retarding the 
advancement of knowledge; while at the same time it will 
assist m giving the proper degree of credit to the ancient 
Hindu philosophers. An examination of their works will 
convey an idea of the extent and accuracy of the knowledge 
of the ancient Hindus, and will enable the physician to com¬ 
pare it with that of Europe, amongst its ancient inhabitants, 
as well as the moderns. As utility is the principal object of 
this compilation, I have added such remarks, as appeared to 
important in illustrating the history of certain diseases, 
such as syphilis, small-pox, &c. 

The orthography and pronunciation of the Sanskrit pro 
per names will be sufficiently correct if attention be „ai 1 
the following rules:— 1 ° 

1st. The consonants to be pronounced as in English. 

2nd. The vowels as in the Italian language. ^The Ion"- 
vowels will be distinguished by the following marks: 




lowing 
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a is to be sounded like a in papa. 
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u 


o 


1 


ay in say. 
ee in see. 
o in so. 
oo in too, 


I regret to find many errors in the orthography of names, 
and in one or two places the opinions of the Moderns have 
been stated with those of the Ancients. These errors would 
not have occurred had I not been obliged, on account of ill 
health, to leave India; and had I not on my return to this 
country, been stationed at a distance from Calcutta, as the 
work passed through the press. I feel most grateful to 
those friends who kindly, and ably, assisted me in the 
emergency. 


Dacca, 20 th September , 1845. 
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ON THK 


HINDU SYSTEM OF MEDICINE. 


BOOK I. 

This book will be devoted to the consideration or the Origin 
and History or Medicine; of the rank of Practitioners 

AND DUTIES OF 1BACHERS ; OF TflE CHARACTER AND DUTIES OF 

Pupils; of the duties of the Physician, Attendants, and 
Patient ; and of tiie Recompence of Practitioners. 


CHAPTER I. 

Origin and History of Medicine. 

In the sacred works of the Hindus it is recorded that the four 
immortal V£das* named Rig, Yajur, Sdma, and Atharva were 
received from Bramldi, one having been produced from each of his 
four mouths. These works were the original code of divine legisla¬ 
tion, and contained all the knowledge required bv mankind during the 
Satya \ugaf, or the first, age, during which man remained pros¬ 
perous, virtuous, happy, and free from disease. 

In the second age, or Treta Yoga, a third of mankind were repro¬ 
bate ; and disease appeared, life was curtailed, and memory impaired. 

From red. to know. Besides the four Vedas, the Hindus have other 
sacred records; ns the Shastres, or commentaries upon the Vedas now 
the great rule of faith. Eighty* n of the most celebrated Purnnas ’were 
written by Yyasa, the “ compiler,” an inspired Brahman, our of the seven 
mi mortal beings of the regal rare of l\inj. U< was aided h v other 
celebrated Pandits such ns Paila, Vaisam P .yana. day mini, and Sdm.mt i. 
Besides these, the Hindus have numerous other commentary * of their 
sacred worn. 

f brom Satya , truth aud Yoga, ngc. 
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In the third age, orDw&para Yaga, half of the human race were 
depraved ; and during the Kali Yuga, the present age, the corruption 
of mankind was such as to cause a still farther curtailment of life, 
and embittered it by numerous diseases. 

Bramha, however, had such compassion on man’s weakness and 
suffering, that, he produced a second class of sacred books called 
Upav6das*, one of which named Ayur-veda, which was intend¬ 
ed to teach the proper manner of living in this world, by pre¬ 
venting and curing diseases in the present state ; and while the 
individual thus enjoyed health he may perform the various purposes 
of tills world, and thereby ensure his happiness and prosperity in 
another state. 

Other Shastres say that this Ayur-veda was obtained from Siva. 
It is the sacred medical record of the Hindus ; and is of the highest 
antiquity, and authority. This work is said to have consisted of 
one thousand sections, of a hundred stanzas each, or a lack of 
verses (siokas). Bramha, pitying the weakness and suffering of 
mankind, and the impossibility of their learning so large a work, 
abridged it, and divided it into eight parts (tantra). Little of 
the original work has escaped the destructive ravages of time. 
Fragments only have been preserved, in the works of commen¬ 
tators ; but, as all their information on the science was derived from 
what was considered the full and true account of every branch of 
the healing art., we are enabled, through their works, to judge of the 
arrangement of the great original : these divisions are as follows :— 

1st. — Salya , Surgery, included the mode of removing external 
substances accidently introduced into the body, as grass, wood, 
stones, iron, earth, bones, hair, and nails. Pus, which has not been 
evacuated, and also the means of removing the dead child from its 
mother ; of healing wounds indicted by sharp instruments, as knives; 
of applying blindages, and using surgical instruments, in the dif¬ 
ferent operations ; of applying escharotics and fire ; and of the treat¬ 
ment of different kinds of inflammation, abscesses, and other sur¬ 
gical diseases. 

2nd. — Sdlakr/a , includes the description and the treatment of exter¬ 
nal and organic diseases of the eyes, ears, mouth, nose, and other 
diseases which are situated ubovo the clavicles. 

These two divisions constitute the surgical diseases of modern 
schools. 

* Joined to, or appended to. A kind of :uppleinentarv Vida, said to 
be derived immediately front the Vedas. There are four of there, the 
fir it in called Ayur-veda: Ay us, signifying the period of living; and ved, 
to know. 
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8fd.-~-Kdyachikitsd. That is describes the diseases which i 
whole body; as fevers, dysentery (otcs&ra), hematemisis (rakta- 
peta), consumption (soslifi), mania (unmada), epilesy (apasnara), 
Leprosy (kusta), diabetes, (bamutra), gonorrlicea (maha), and other 
diseases of the same kind. 


This may be considered as constituting the practice of Physic. 

4 th. — Bhutandy <z, or the means of restoring the deranged faculties 
of the mind, supposed to be produced by demoniacal possessions ; 
as by the anger of the God’s ( Devtas), devils (asurs), or another 
kind of devils ( gajidarba), demigods or devils (Jcdtsha), giants 
resembling devils ( rakshas), spirits of dead men (petrigriha), and 
other kinds of devils ( pihochas ). 

These various demigods, when enraged, were supposed to enter 
into the person, and produce the various diseases of the mind ; which 
could only be removed by prayers, medicines, ablutions, and offerings 
to the offended deity. 

5th. — Kaumdrabhritya > comprised the treatment of Infants, the 
effects of bad milk and improper diet ; the nature of infant diseases, 
including those produced by the displeasure of certain demigods 
( Gralid) *. In this division also was ineduded the treatment of 
wet-nurses when their milk w’as bad. 

6M.— Agadatantra . In this division the administration of antidotes 
for poisons was considered ; .as for preventing the effects and diseases 
produced by mineral, vegetable, and animal poisons ; as the bites 
of dangerous serpents, insects, &c. 

7th.—Rasayanatantra treated of those medicines which cure dis¬ 
eases in general, and restore youth, beauty, and happiness. This di¬ 
vision embraced chemistry, or more properly alchemy ; as the chief 
end of the chemical combinations described in it are mostly metal¬ 
lurgies and the intention was to discover the universal medicine, 
the panacea that would render health permanent and life perpetual. 
Such a medicine was supposed to preserve the energies of youth* 
strengthen memory, lengthen life, and prevent as well as cure 
diseases. 

8th .— l djxkarana - tantra. This division made known the best 
means of increasing the human race, by pointing out (he mode by 
which tone was given to the weakened organs of generation, when 
the sensibility ot these parts became diminished or deranged. 

These remarks, on the division of tills most ancient work, as given 


* Many of the diseases of children are still supposed to be produced 
by the entrance of dc.il?, into the child’s body: which arc expelled by 
particular prayers offered up to Panchanana (Siva ) 
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iruta, See., are the only parts which have come clown to us! 
iy afford the most incontestable evidence of the Hindh Medical 
writings having been the result of observation and experience ; 
although the authors assigned a divine origin to them, in order to 
increase the respect paid to the books, and to themselves. They 
thus seem to have arranged the diseases according to the frequency 
of the assistance required from the art, and in the order in which 
the knowledge of medicine naturally advanced. 

The sacred Ayur Veda contained also a description of the 
structure of the human body obtained from dissection ; an account 
of the causes and diseases to which it is subject, reduced to a syste¬ 
matic form ; the enumeration of many useful remedies ; and the 
precepts for preserving health, and curing diseases. 

In some of the shastres (Charaka, Susruta) it is stated that Brain- 
ha first instructed Dakhsa the Prajapati ,, the hither of Durtja, in 
the Ayur 1 eda, as he was an ocean of wisdom. He wrote a 
book named the CJiikitsa-lJurshana , and by him it was communi 
cated to the two Ashwins, or offspring of the Sun (Surja). Others 
•ay that Bramha gave the Ayur Veda to Surja , who like the Phoebus 
of the Greeks, was supposed to be the fountain of medical knowledge 
among the Hindus. The Ashwins became the medical attendants 
of the Gods, wrote works on medicine named Chikitsa-ralnatantra, 
and the Bramhayya. By their remarkable cures, the Ashwins be¬ 
came very celebrated. When the fifth head of Bramha was cut off 
by Bayraba, it was joined again by them, so great was their know¬ 
ledge of Surgery. They also cured immediately the wounds in 
thn battle between the Gods (dev/as), and giants (asura). Indra 
had another opportunity of judging of their knowledge by their 
curing his paralytic arm. Many other remarkable cures were ac¬ 
complished by the two Ashwins. On witnessing these effects Indra 
became desirous of examining the Ayur-veda, and he was taught 
by the Ashwins. 

Some, time after this, mankind, inconsequence of their wickedness, 
became divided into sects, ignorant, restless, unhappy, and afflicted 
with numerous painful, aud dangerous diseases ; and as health is the 
origin of desire, virtue, holiness, rid.e , and external happiness, so 
disease diminishes stren^ 11 “ 

length of life. It also 
destroys the soul. 

fhe sacred Sages (Munis) were grieved al a spectacle so melan¬ 
choly, and, in order to search for a remedy, Bharadwaja , Atrcya, 
will, numerous sages, met in the Hiinaleya Mountains. 

According to Charaka their names were as follows :— 
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■gth, energy, faith, knowledge, holiness, aud 


debilitates the senses, and defiles and 
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irct, Jamadagni) Vasishto, Kasyapo , Bhrigu , Atreya, Gau¬ 
tama, Sdnkhya , Pulastya , Ndrada , (Xsifo, Agasta , Bamadeva , Afar- 
kandeya , Aswanayan Pari hs hi, Bhikshuratreya, Bharadwaja, Kap - 
injala , Viswamilra, As war any a, BJiargaba , City ah ana, Obhijit, 
Gargya , Sandilya, Kaundilya , Abarkshi , JDcvala, Galavo, San- 
kritya, Vaijavapi, Kusika, Vadarayana , Barisa , Saraloma, Kapya, 
Katyayana , Kanhayana , Kaikasaey, Dhauma , Mari chi , Casyapo , 
Sarharakshyo, Hiranyakshyo, Lokakshya , Paingi, Satin aka, Sa- 
kuneya , Maitreyao , Gautamayani * and others. 

These holy sages were distressed at the sight of the weakness and 
sufferings of mankind, which had increased to such a degree, that 
they saw, with the eyes of their understandings, that the only 
method of removing such calamities was by the assistance of Indra. 

These prophets resolved to send one of their number to the thou¬ 
sand eyed Indra in Heaven, to make known to him the condition of 
mankind. Bharadwaja agreed to go to Indra to acquire a know¬ 
ledge of medicine. He went, and beheld him resplendant like 
fire, and by the following prayer propitiated his favor : Oh ! king 
of the Gods ! created for the salvation of mankind, I have been 
sent by the sages of the earth, to ask your assistance. Take pity 
on the weakness and infirmities of man, and teach us the. hyrr- 
veefa. Indra was pleased to grant the prayer of the petitioner, 
and enlighten him in the precepts of the science of medicine ; as, from 
his acquirements, these alone were required to be imparted. These 
precepts embraced an enumeration of the causes, symptoms, and the 
properties of medicines for those in health, as well as in sickness. 

With this knowledge of Aynr-veda, the sage returned, aud re¬ 
lated to the Bis his the principles which he had thus acquired. 
These consisted of:— 

1. General character of every tiling (Samana.) 

2. Classification (Visesa.) 

3. Elements (Drabya.) 

•1. Qualities (Guna.) 

5. Actions (Karma.) 

6. Combinations (Sanjoga.) 1 

By means of such a knowledge, the Rishis remained healthy, 
and happy. Among these Atreya imparted the knowledge which 
he laid thus acquired to his pupils, for the good of mankind ; 
among these, rlie chief were Agnibcsa, Bhela, Jatukama, P<rra¬ 
sa ro, Marita , and Kshyarapani 

* I give thebe names, as their meauim» is now unknown : proving 
thin work to have existed before the Hindu I’ainhvon was instituted, 
from which their proper names are u-w derived. 
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le understandings of these sages being opened, by the instruct 
JfKJn they received, and they distinguished the peculiarities of dis¬ 
eases, the qualities of medicines, and gained much distinction by 
the cures they performed. They are said'to have lived in health 
to a very old age. These sages wrote works called by their own 
names, as Aynibcsatantra , Bhelatantra , JatuharnasanhUa , j Pur- 
asurasanhitOy Hciritcisciuhitu and Kshyci rap a nitcoi t ra. 

These works were read before the assembly of the sages (. Ris/iis), 
who were so much pleased with their arrangement, and the instruc¬ 
tion conveyed, that with a noise which reached to Heaven they 
resounded the praises of the authors. Agnibesa was de¬ 
clared to have produced the best practical work, and after it was 
corrected by Charaka it received his name. lie therefore became 
the instructor of practitioners upon earth, as the Prajapati were in 
Heaven ; and this is the most ancient and the most celebrated 
Ilindti Medical work. 

As it is arranged in the form of dialogues between the master 
aud his pupils, the plan is desultory ; for although it follows 
the division into eight parts of the Ayur V6da, the subjects dis¬ 
cussed seem naturally to have arisen at the conferences, between 
the master and students. Thus, the 1st division contains the 
Materia Medic*, the arrangement, and the uses of Medicine 
rank of practit ioners, the origin of medicine, &c. 

ihe following may be offered as an example of the maimer in 
which philosophical subjects are treated in one of the chapters of 
Charaka. They are the questions asked by the pupil Agni- 
brsa, which were answered by Atreya their teacher. “ What 
is the soul? How is it produced? AVhat is the cause, of the 
formation of the body ? Is the soul ignorant or wise ? Is it 
eternal or destructable?. What are the temperaments? What 
nre the diseases ? What are the proofs of the existance of the 
soul ? Why do some pundits say that the soul is inert, inde¬ 
pendent, represses the passions (bhassi), omnipresent, and omnipo- 
tf * nt ' . ^ <io the y cal1 the soul ketragan, or emanation of 
the <leit y ' Wh y is ifc witness of the actions of the body 

(S6ki )' if inert, why do we see its actions? If independent, 
vvhy does it enter the body? When a represser of the pas- 
810,15 w,l y is i 1 always desirous of enjoying the passions, and 

greuvmg over our misfortunes? If the soul is omnipresent, why 
ocs it not feel the pains of others ? If omniscient why do we not see 
it in mountains, and hills and other things ? Does the soul exist 
or after the formation of the body? If the soul is the 
science or witness, has it any other judge? How does it support 
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pains of disease ? Do practitioners employ means to prevent 
[fsease> to cure them when present, and what is the treat¬ 
ment ? What is the cause of pain in disease, and where is it 
situated ? How many kinds of pains are there ? Iiow are the pains 
removed ?” 

The work of Charaka is of the highest rank ; but from the author’s 
want of exact anatomical and pathological knowledge, his maimer of 
treating the subject, and arrangement of diseases it is often obscure, 
although his descriptions may be accurate. In this work simple me¬ 
dicines are described, as well as their combinations. These remedies 
increased in number, and became more extravagant in their combi¬ 
nations, in the theraputical department of more modern works. 

In other works of authority, it is stated that when the Vedas were 
lost in the deluge they were recovered by the great serpent Ananta *, 
upon the thousand head of which the world rests. At the churning 
of the ocean by the gods ( Devtas) y and demons ( Asuras), the water 
of the ocean was converted into milk, and then into butter, from 
which precious gifts ( ratnas ) were derived. Among these was 
Dhanwantari, the physician, or holy sage, the possessor of the water 
of life (Amrita\) drank by the immortals. 

Dhanwantari was instructed in the Aj/ur Veda by Indra, and 
practised medicine with great success in Heaven, and became cele¬ 
brated there: But witnessing the ignorance and misery of mankind, 
and the frequency and fatality of the diseases which afflicted them, 
he descended upon earth to cure their maladies, and to instruct 
them in the means of preventing, as well as of curing diseases. He 


became king of Kasi, or Benares, and acquired much celebrity by 
the cures which he performed. The divine sages, aware of his great 
knowledge, and witnessing the misery of mankind in consequence 
of their ignorance, resolved to petition Dhanwantari to assist them. 

V ith this intention Oupiidhnuba, liaiturana , Aurabhva , Polish- 
kalabata, A nrabirja t Goupuraci , linheeta, Susruta , were selected 
to visit Devadasa or Dhanwantari , king of Ivasi, formerly the 
practitioner of Hcaveu. On their arrival at Benares, they found 
that Dhanwantari had retired to the Jungles. Th« y followed him to 
his retirement, and as they approached him, after mutual salutations, 
they delivered the following address Deign Sovereign Bulcr, 
to bestow upon us the power of preventing and curing the many 
diseases under which mankind is suffering,—affecting their bodies 
(j Sarira), tormenting their minds and which, with tin- uu~ 


* A devta also Vishnu ; which is to ?ay the end, endless, eternal, 
boundless. 

t Amrtia ., that which gives life. 
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mis accidental (cigunta) and natural diseases ( stocibhabika ), dis¬ 
tress th*m so much that they seem to be without friends. Their 
seeming destitution grieves us much, and we pray that you will 
bestow upon us a work to instruct us in the cause, the nature, 
and the cure of diseases ; for retaining health, and for promoting 
the welfare of the soul in another world. Like scholars, we come 
to receive this information from you.” Dhanwantari answered, 
“ Your wishes shall be granted.” The sages then informed their 
preceptor that as they were all of the same sect; one of them should 
ask the questions, and write down the answers required, and the 
others observe the answers. 

Susruta, son of Visdmitra , a contemporary of Rama, was chosen 
to be the person to be instructed in Medicine. Dhanwantari said 
that Ayur-veda is for the cure of diseases, and for the preservation 
of health. But it is too voluminous to be recollected by the present 
degenerate race of mankind ; he therefore recommended Sursuta to 
abridge it, and to arrange it into parts, so as to be easily understood 
by every one who perused it with attention. 

The work which Susruta prepared is still preserved, and after 
Charaka, it is the oldest book in Medicine which the Hindus possess, 
and is -till of high authority. The manner in which it was produced 
is as follows :— 

Dhanwantari asked his pupils, on what shall I first lecture ? They 
answered, on Surgery; because formerly there were no diseases 
among the gods, and wounds were the first injuries which required 
treatment. Besides the practice of surgery is more respected, ns 
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affording immediate relief; and is connected with the practice of 
medicine ; although the latter has no connexion with surgery. This 
was agreed to; and we find the explanation of the eight parts of 

Ayur-veda, in six Books of Susruta, as follows:_ 

1st.—Surgery (Sfitra Sthdna), in which is considered the origin 
of medicine ; the rules for teaching, the duty of practitioners, 
the selection and uses of instruments and medicines, the influence 
of the weather on health, and the practice to be followed after 
surgical operations. Then follows the description of the dis¬ 
eases of the humours and surgical diseases j the restoration of 
defective ears and noses ; and the removal of extraneous sub¬ 
stances which have entered the body ; the different stages of 
ml),.munition with their treatment, different forms of wounds 
and ulcers, and the regimen of patients labouring under surgical 
diseases. ] bad diet 5 of progno is; the 

kind of messengers to be employed by the sick ; and of diseases, 


* Friuli So, veil and Sruta, Shastrcs. 
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ced by the deranged actions of the senses, and of ineurabh 
iseases. Then follows the preparations required for accompanying 
a rajah in war, the duty of the practitioners, the difference of cli¬ 
mates, the different classes of medicines according to their sensible 
qualities, a description of the fluids, and of the different preparations, 
and articles of food. These subjects are treated of in forty-six 
chapters. 

2nd .—Nosology (Nidana Sthfma) the description and Diagnosis 
of diseases produced by vitiated humours, or derangements of blood, 
bile, wind, and phlegm. The symptoms and causes of Rheumatic 
diseases, of piles,- stone, fistulo-in-ano, leprosy, diabetes?gonorrhoea, 
and ascitis ; the symptoms of unnatural presentations in midwifery, 
large internal abscesses, erysipelas, scrofula, hydrocele, venereal 
diseases, and diseases of the mouth. These subjects are considered 
in sixteen chapters. 

3rd .—Anatomy (Sarira Sthdna), or structure of the body. The 
description of the soul, and the elementary parts of the body; of 
puberty ; of conception ; of the growth of the different parts of the 
body ; of bleeding ; of the treatment of pregnancy, and of infants. 
This division has ten chapters. 

4th .—Therapia (Chikitsa Sthdna), in which the exhibition of 
medicines, the history of inflammations, the treatment of fractures, 
uitic diseases, piles, stone, fistula-in-ano, leprosy, diabetes, 
and dropsy are given : the manner of extracting the child in unusual 
positions, the remedies for restoring health and strength, and for 
prolonging life; the means of preventing diseases ; the use of clysters ; 


and of errliines, and the use of the smoke of different substances. 
These are considered in forty different chapters. 

5th .—Toxocology (Kalpa Sthdna). The means of distinguishing 
poisoned food, and descriptions of different mineral, vegetable, and 
animal poisons, with their antidotes is given under this lu ad. This 
division is treated of in eight cliapters. 

6th .—The supplementary section (Locales Uttara Sthana) inclu¬ 
des various local diseases; as those of the eye, nose, ears, and head, 
with their treatment ; the symptoms and treatment of fever, and its 
varieties ; dysentery ; consumption ; </■■ .' 

jaundice ; discharges of blood, and fainting This is followed by 
the treatment of intoxication, of cough, hiccough, asthma, hoarse¬ 
ness of voice, worms, stertorous vomiting, cholera, dispepsin, and 
disuria. It also treats of madness epilepsy, apoplexy, the different, 
tastes of substances with their effects ; the means of retainum health, 
and the different opinions of practitioners regarding ilv humours. 
These subjects arc treated in sixty-six chapters. 
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appeals that the ancient commentators on the ayur-veda 
did not allow the prejudices that now exist against touching the 
dead Body, to interfere with that important and necessary branch 
of knowledge, which can alone be acquired by dissection. 

The Charaka and Susruta are the ground work of the more 
recent medical systems ; in wliicli their authors have uniformly 
adhered to the classification, and general details of the originals. 
But these imitators being ignorant of anatomy, and the usual 
causes of diseases, are still more defective in their descriptions 
particularly when they did not follow the more ancient writers. 

It was by means of the works of Charaka and Susruta that all 
the sages (Munis) are alleged to have been instructed in medicine ; 
and the variety of opinion to be found in the treatises they after¬ 
wards wrote, was in consequence of the shortness of their com¬ 
pilations, their poetical form, and the great extent and diificulty of 
the subject. These Sages are said to have practised medicine as 
a means of accomplishing much good to mankind ; and they became 
famous by the number of lives which they saved. Those who 
were taught by Charaka, became Physicians ; and the followers of 
Susruta, Surgeons. 

Charaka is superior to Susruta in the accuracy of his descrip¬ 
tions, in the classification of diseases, and in the plan of treatment 
which he recommends. While Susruta is principally celebrated 
for his anatomical descriptions, and judicious principles, of surgery 
which his work contains. 

To such authorities the Hindu practitioners invariably looked, to 
the entire neglect of that careful and continued examination of the 
progress of diseases, by which alone their true nature, and success¬ 
ful treatment are discovered. The works of these commentators 
embraced the whole system, and the erroneous principles upon 
which their theoretical speculations were built is not detected, in 
consequence of the contracted space occupied in their descrip¬ 
tions, which discard minute observations on disease, or specific 
details regarding the opinions of others. 

The two following Medical works deserve to be mentioned here. 
Bnbhata compiled a treatise called Ostongo-reedoya. This was 
principally taken from Charaka and Susruta. The manner of treat¬ 
ing the subject, und the arrangements are much the same. It is 
written in a clear style, and the author explains passages which 
were not before understood, in the original works. 

About three hundred years ago, a compilation was made from all 
the most celebrated medical works, and called Baboprukasn. Die 
author collected all that was most precious from the works left by 
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other sages, and named the work after himself. By its clearness, 
and excellent arrangement this work explains the difficulties of 
the more ancient medical shastres, forgotten, and corrupted. This 
work was compiled for the use of practitioners, and is prefered by 
them, as it gives an admirable account of all the practical parts of 
the Hindu medical science. 


CHAPTER II. 

Rank of Practitioners , and Duties of Teachers. 

In the Pur&uas it is stated that a young woman of the Vaist/a 
caste, called Amhd , was serving as a menial to Galaba , the .Muni, 
lie was much pleased with her, and while blessing'Jrer, informed her, 
that she would have a beautiful and respected son. She told this to 
her parents, who asked the sage how that could be, as she was not 
married ; and that the birth of a child would bring disgrace upon 
the whole family. The sage told them that it would be so ; that 
the child should be called Virabhadra (very fortunate), that he 
would be much respected, and his profession would be that of me¬ 
dicine. This child was the first of the Vaidya, * or Medical caste. 

His thirteen sons were taught by the sacred Sages the works 
they had written, and they became most learned pundits, and skilful 
physicians. It is from their descendants that the Hindu physicians 
are derived, and now form the caste of Vaidhyas. These physicians 
have free access to various shastres, or commentaries on the sacred 
writings. Brahmans learn the medical shastres for their advantage ; 
Khetriyas for the benefit of their health, and Vaidyas for their 
subsistence. The two first castes are not allowed to receive any 
pecuniary recompense for their assistance to the sick. 

Other castes may learn the medical works when they are honest, 
learned, and men of good descent. Even those of the degraded 
Sudra caste may be taught the Ayur-veda, under such circum¬ 
stances. 

Teacher. “ The feet of the Teacher is the origin of all happiness, 

and, like a light in a dark room, he will illuminate the contracted, 
and dark mind of the pupil; or, as quicksilver, properly mixed 
with other metals and exposed to heat, will*be changed to gold, 
so will the words that come out of his mouth be pure and valu tbh . ’ 

* Or one who understands vidyd (i e.) the Ayur-rcd, or Mcdiciu 
SI mst re. 
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n the ancient works it is stated that the teachers of the medical 
profession were Rishis, or Ascetic sages. They conveyed their 
instruction in the form of lectures, which were delivered in open 
public places, at which many students attended. These sages tra¬ 
velled about with their pupils, curing diseases, so as to afford them 
the means of witnessing the effects of different maimers and customs, 
and different medicines, climates, and forms of diseases. The pu¬ 
pils kept notes of these lectures, and many of these compilations are 
still in existence. 

At present the Teacher instructs three or four pupils, in many 
cases his relations, who are maintained at their own houses. In 
other cases the Teacher supports them. They continue five or six 
years reading the shastres, seeing the preparation of medicines, and 
their employment, for the cure of the sick. The teacher in many 
cases receives no emolument from his pupils, being content with 
the honor and merit of bestowing knowledge. This merit is consi¬ 
dered to be of the very first order ; procuring for him renown in 
this world, and the highest benefits in a future state. In most cases 
however, an allowance is made to such Teachers by their rich neigh¬ 
bours. 


“ A good teacher is like rain falling upon the germinating seed, and 
should possess the following qualifications :—A perfect knowledge 
of the shastres, joined to extensive practical knowledge and skill. 
He should be kind and humble to every one; he should have no defects 
of body, and should always be ready to expose the good, rather than 
the bad qualities of others ; he should be clean and neat in liis person, 
and possess and exhibit to his pupils all kinds of medicines and instru¬ 
ments. He should always be increasing his knowledge of books, 
and should neither be angry by the improprieties of others, nor 
fatigued by their importunities. He should be kind and considerate 
to his pupils and be able to explain the most complicated statements, 
in the simplest, and most perspicuous language. Such a person as 
who instructs a pupil, when of good parentage, is like the 
seasonable cloud and rain upon the corn field, wliich quickly ma¬ 
tures its valuable produce.” 

Such a man is not therefore aged, though his hair is gray. The 
Gods considered as aged, the person who, though young in years, 
has read, and under'lands the vedas. As an elephant made of wood, 
or an antelope umd& of earth, such is an unlearned Brahman : who 
has nothing but the mono.” (Menu, p. 44. and 156 157.) 

Should a Teacher give improper instructions to his pupil, or pe¬ 
ruse with him bad books, he will be ar the weight of the sin of Ills 
pupil, and the seeds wliich he sows will not produce good fruits. 
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These vaidya teachers are often more learned, and have less pride 
than the Brahmans.* “ They are usually poets, grammarians, 
rhetoricians and moralists ; and may be esteemed in general the most 
virtuous, and amiable of the Hindus. Instead of the vedas, they study 
the Ayur ved, and Rajaniti, or instruction of Princes, and ..instead of 
law, the Nitisastras, or general system of Ethics. Their Sahitya, or 
Cavya Sastra, contains innumerable poems written chiefly by physi¬ 
cians, which supplies the place of the Puranas, since they contain all 
the stories of the Ramayan, Bharata, and Bhagawata : they have ac¬ 
cess to many treatises of Alankara or rhetoric, with a variety of works 
in modulated prose ; to the N&taka, which answers to the Gand- 
harvavedn, consisting of regular dramatic pieces, in Sanscrit and 
Prakit. Besides which they usually get by heart some entire dic¬ 
tionary and grammar.” 



CHAPTER III. 

Character and duties of Pupils. 

Brahmans should teach the sons of Bralunans, of Khetriya s, 
and of Vaidyas, who belong to the third order of [Hindu castes. 
The last are the professed, though not the exclusive medical class 
among the Hindus. Other shastus state that a Khetriya should teach 
the son of a Khetriya, and'Vaidyas a Vaidya, &e. 

“ In all cases the Medical student should be the son of a respecta¬ 
ble and ancient family, who is either the son of a practitioner, or of 
one who respects the medical profession. He should be inquisitive 
and observant, not covetous, zealous, or lazy ; he should be a 
philanthropist, possess a generous heart, and his disposition should 
be amiable, and happy. The indications of such qualification . are, 
an agreeable voice, a small tongue, eyes, and nose straight, with 
thin lips, short teeth, which do not expose the gums, and thick hair 
which retains its vigour.” 

“ With such qualifications even the son of theSudra may bo taught 
theshastres, with the exception of certain prayers (mantras). The tea¬ 
chers faith in God will thus remain, and be conyeyed to such a pupil ; 
and the teacher will afford glory to the scholar, even should he Ik? a 


* The reverence with which a Brahman is held is not sniffing when 
it is considered that they are sprung from the mouth oi Bra mm, that 
they are the guardians of the sacred hooks, that all the otmea am 
benefits of religion must proceed from them, and, ns Gods, they hold 
the destinies of man at their di f ei d 
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yah, and after death the Teacher will go to the heaven of Ind.'a 
(Indraloka). 

The successful student should be active in his duties, and not 
fatigued by his studies, he should possess gravity, a good memory, 
acute senses, and considerable acquirements. 

Without such qualifications and indications the youth should 
be rejected. 

These students of medicine enter their names as the pupils of 
some celebrated Brahman or Vaidya, who teach the science of 
medicine. When the student has learned one branch of the medical 
art, or that followed by iiis Father, he is not allow’ed to change it 
for another branch, although he can change his profession at 
any time. 

A fortunate day is to be selected for the pupil to commence read¬ 
ing the shastres. On that occasion he is to be clean in his person, 
and the place in wliich he is to study should be purified. A raised 
part of the room, a cubit square, is to be cleaned with cows’ dung 
and strewed with Kusa grass, after which fire is to be placed upon it, 
with several kinds of sacred wood, upon which ghee is to be poured, 
while prayers (mantras) are repeated. The pupil while being 
initiated should stand near the fire with his face towards the east. 

The master (Guru) and other Brahmans are then to pray over some 
dried rice, and the Guru should sprinkle water over the assembly, 
lie is then to place a Brahman on his right hand, over which he 
prays as he throws a mixture of curdled milk, honey, and ghee over 
the sacred fire. The scholar does the same, and his lesson begins. 
The Guru declares that he must henceforth discard lust, anger, 
covetousness, ignorance, laziness, vanity, pride, envy, revenge, cruel¬ 
ty? and evil actions. He must always be engaged in the 

search after truth, and in the performance of good actions; he must 
bo cltau in his person, wear a humble and peculiar kind of co- 
°ured clothes ; and his beard and nails should not be cut during 
the period of his study. 

He must always respect his teacher and parents ; put the dust 
of then- feet upon his head, and obey them in every thing. He is 
thus addressed by the guru : — 

" When I say you may eat, drink, sleep, and rise from bed, you 
must immediately obey. If the scholar does not perform all this he 
sins, his understanding will diminish, and his glory will he quenched.” 

Wiiatover I say you must believe, and carefully follow ray 
instructions. You must be careful to act so as to please me, and 
if f do not acknowledge your good actions, I shall sin and my 
knowledge will he barren.” 
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<c In the treatment of the diseases of Brahmans, Gurus, and the 
poor and helpless or people who come from a distance, you must 
be as careful as you would be of your own relations, by which you 
will make more friends, acquire virtue, wealth, and a good name. 

You must not be displeased at my treating you as a son, a 
servant, or a beggar, you must harbour no bad thoughts, you 
must be moderate in the indulgence of your appetites, and you must 
be contented with a small recompence. By night and by day your 
anxious desire should always be to consider how you are to cure 
the sick under your care. You will avoid bad company, and 
neither give medicines to a culprit who has been condemned by : x 
Rajah, to a woman whose husband and guardians are absent, nor 
receive any thing but food from a wife, without the consent of the 
husband. You must avoid entering a house, as a medical man, 
without an invitation, you must walk slowly, without gazing, and 
observe deliberately, but you must only observe the patient, and the 
symptoms of his disease ; and you must not express the period of a 
fatal disease. You must not vaunt your own knowledge, for although 
the learned may be pleased, the ignorant will be angry at the ex¬ 
hibition of learning in such a situation. After visiting the sick, 
should the disease be complicated, you must detail the symptoms, 
and consult other physicians as to-their nature and treatment.” 

“ As the shastres contain the precepts of numerous prophets and 
great physicians with their descriptions of diseases reduced to a 
proper order, you must study them with care ; by which the stupid 
and illiterate pupil will be instructed in his duties, and the intelli¬ 
gent and industrious in the manner in which that knowledge is to be 
improved and extended.” 

“ The sliastres are not to be read on unlucky (astami) days, or 
when the sun is obscured by clouds ; on the two first days of a new 
moon; when it thunders; at unseasonable times ; at the morning 
dawn, or evening twilight. The student must not study on holidays, 
or the day on which he meets a corpse, on which the Governor of the 
province is sick, when fighting occurs, or when war approaches.” 

The Brahmans were first called Brahmanha, and when they have 
received the string they are called Dwija, or twice born ; in like man¬ 
ner, the Physicians are called Ambashta, ami Vuidya from 

Veda when they have acquired the ayur-veda, or medical shas¬ 
tres. Besides the Ayur-veda, the physician requires to know d al e rent 
other sciences. But if a Vaidyn does not know or does not foll«>w 
the precepts of the shastres, he will be like a thief, and such a 
person exercising medicine, will commit as great a sin, as beating a 
Brahman. 
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ie preceptor, during the time he teaches his pupil, should wear 
two pieces of cloth, his mind should be calm, and he should be regu¬ 
lar in his attendance. 

In teaching, the progress of the student must be at first slow, com¬ 
mencing with the nomenclature of the profession, and then acquiring 
single subjects, and lastly the whole system. He must first read slowly 
and distinctly, without much effort, and avoid a monotonous intona¬ 
tion, or acquiring a dislike to the subject. The instruction should be 
given without pain to the instructed ; and sweet gentle speech must 
be used by a Preceptor who cherishes virtue. When at his lesson, 
care must be taken not to allow any one to pass between the pupil 
and Teacher, as it will interrupt the supposed passage of good 
qualities from the latter to the former. 

If the Student seek for long life, he should eat with his face to the 
east ; if for exalted fame, to the south ; if for prosperity, to the west ; 
if for truth and its reward, to the north. (Menu p. 28 ch 2 52) 

When a student has studied medicine, and has understood, 
examined, and remembered the symptoms of disease with the 
actions of medicines and has acted for himself, he is to receive the 
authority of the Rajah to practice medicine. 




CHAPTER IV. 

Duties of the Physician , of his attendants , and of the Patient. 

There are four circiunstances required in the cure of disease,— 
a physician ; a disease that is known ; a reasonable patient; and 
medicines, instruments, and attendants. Each of these subjects will 
be considered in this order. 

Duties of a Physician. The duty of a Physician relates to his 
person, character, acquirements, and observances. 

Person. The Physician should possess a healthy body ; he should 
keep his nails and beard short ; his body pure, his clothes clean, 
and wear shoes, and a small turban. He should carry an umbrella, 
and stick in his hand. 

Should the Practitioner not know his duty, the cure of the disease 
will be tedious and imperfect ; it will also be so when the pulse 
cannot be felt at the root of the neck, and wtieu the senses are 
affected. In such cases the Practitioner should always inform the 
relations and friends of the sick person ot the state in which he 
is in, before prescribing. 
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Character. The successful student, after leaving his preceptor, 
should be cleanly in his person, love and obey his Teacher, and should 
be active and studious to find out the proper meaning of the difficult 
passages he had learned by heart. Should these passages not be un¬ 
derstood, or should the student know the shastres, and not practice 
the profession, he will be like an ass carrying a heavy load of fragrant 
wood without discovering, and enjoying the fragrance of his burthen. 

The Physician should possess a good memory, aud be always amia¬ 
ble, cheerful, and collected. His language should be mild, candid 
and encouraging, rather like that of a friend than an acquaintance, 
and he should be always ready to assist the sick. His heart should be 
pure and charitable, and he should carefully follow the instructions 
of his Guru, and of his predecessors. Such a physician should 
possess a character for strict veracity, of calm temper, aud of the 
greatest sobriety, and chastity. He should be a man of sense and 
benevolence, and his constant study should be how he is to do good. 
As a person may be afraid of his father and mother, friends, and 
guru, but not of his Physician ; so the physician should be more kind 
and considerate to the sick than a father, a mother, a friend, or a guru. 
To these qualities should be added, that of affection for learned 
friends, the constant habit of visiting the sick, and seeing them treated 
by experienced persons. Without such a combination of qualities, 
knowledge will retard rather than advance his progress. He should 
know the causes and varieties of disease, and the means of pi e- 
venting and curing them, and have the reputation of accomplish¬ 
ing cures quickly. He should study to remove curable diseases, but 
must avoid treating healthy persons. A good physician will continue 
to visit his patients diligently, examine them carefully, end be not 
fearful, but give medicines always when the patient can live : But 
if a physician attempts to treat an incurable disease, it will diminish 
his reputation, friends, and riches. 

Acquirements. A good Physician should be acquainted with his 
profession, but so various are the qualifications that, the combination 
is rarely to be found, even in heaven. He should l>e acquainted,— 

1st .—With the introductory remarks of Sutrusthana^ which 
considers the relation of customs and habits, and the knowledge 
of those duties which the shastres regulate* with reference to 


disease. 

2 fid .— Sdrira, or structure of the body. 

_ Nid&n , which includes the invasion (Purbum) ; and 

symptoms (Pupa) of diseases. 

v 4 ^_ Ckikitsa and upasdya concerning the regimen and the 

Medicines which cure diseases. 
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5th.—Upadraba , including all unusual symptoms which deVe- 
lope themselves in the course of disease ; as delirium, thirst, &c. 

6th. — Kolpci , concerning poisons. 

To such acquirements, the physician must have practised his pro¬ 
fession as well as studied the shastres, which w r ere compassionately 
revealed by the Gods. Without such a knowledge of books he will be 
confused, like a soldier afraid in the time of action, will be a great sin¬ 
ner, and should be capitally punished by the rajah. On the other hand, 
a want of practical knowledge will impede his advancement, and his 
senses will be bewildered, when called on to treat acute diseases. 
Such a physician will not be esteemed by the great, as lie cannot pra- 
tice with success when only instructed in half his duty. Such a per¬ 
son is the murderer of his species, and the medicine prescribed by him 
may be compared to poison, or lightning—such ignorance prevents 
all the good effects of remedies. As the two wheels of a chariot, 
or the two wings of a bird, assist in their progress, so will the 
knowledge of the shastres, and of practice, lead the physician to 
proceed with safety and success in the treatment of the diseased ; 
but, should the physician want either of these essential qualifications, 
his progress will be impeded, as one wing or one wheel will impede 
the progress of the bird, or the chariot. It is the combination of 
both these qualifications which is required ; when medicine be¬ 
comes like the water of immortality ( Amrita ). Such a physician, if 
he is to acquire celebrity, must still daily endeavour to improve 
his mind by an attentive perusal of scientific books. If such a 
Physician does not gain money after he has been taught the shastres 
is his own fault. 

5 heu such a Vydya is spoken to by a patient in a peevish or 
hasty manner, lie will remain calm, mild, and courageous ; and 
cherish a cheerful hope of being able to save the sufferer's life. 
The practitioner should avoid frivolous or improper language, par¬ 
ticularly with females ; he should not sit down upon the same bed, 
and the only presents he should receive from them is food. He 
should be frank, communicative, impartial, and liberal, yet ever 
rigid In exacting an adherence to whatever regimen or rules he may 
think it necessary to enjoin. Should death occur under the care of 
such an earthly saint, it can only be considered as his inevitable 
fate, and not the consequence of presumptuous ignorance. 

The presence of a physician for the cure of a disease is most 
important ; indeed, as indispensable as a pilot is to a boat, as a 
c jaclunan in guiding a chariot, or as a general to an array. If a 
physician is not consulted when a person is ill, he w ill soon die, as 
a Tamp exposed to wind is continually liable to be extinguished* 
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owe severe diseases are cured immediately, by a good physician ; 
but simple, diseases are increased much by the want of early assis¬ 
tance. At the commencement, like a young plant, it is readily 
rooted up, but as it expands and grows in strength the difficulties arc 
much increased. Even for a slight disease the assistance of a prac¬ 
titioner will be of much use; for as a large man at the bottom of a 
pit may get out by long continued exertion, his extrication will be 
much facilitated by the assistance of a friendly hand. As in war, a 
sword may defend many, so in the hand of an enemy it -will destroy. 
In like manner the shastres and water may become the cause of 
destruction instead of benefit to mankind. 

Some practitioners have many instruments and medicine which 
they do not know how to use, such are calculated to deceive ; and 
by their arrogant manners, and being without a knowledge of the 
shastres, are enemies to mankind, and are called Ckh&dmachara. 
Those who possess the favourable qualities of Physicians, without the 
necessary knowledge, are called Pratirupaka ; and those who know 
the medical shastres, and are well acquainted with the causes, 
symptoms, and means of curing disease, and their prevention, will 
be fit to be the physician to a Rajah. Such persons are called Sid hi 
S&dhakA. 


The first two are sometimes allowed to practice by the neglect 
of the Rajah, and they may be known by their vanity, and ill will 
towards the good physician. Such persons flatter the patients 
friends, are diligent, take reduced fees, are hesitating and doubt till 
in performing difficult operations, and pretend that their bad success 
is caused by the bad attendants, &c. ; such persons avoid the so¬ 
ciety of learned persons as they would a jungle. 

Still some patients will be saved when under the care of such a 
physician, as a worm in destroying one of the sacred shastres will 
sometimes leave in its depredations the rude representations of 
some of the sacred letters. A bad physician may cure one patent, 
by which he endeavours to establish his fame, without considering 
the thousands he has killed ; such a person is like a boat in a storm 
without a pilot, or a blind man in the performance of any work, and 
is to be looked upon as the angel of death. If such a fellow lias 
his fancy inflamed, lie is like a deadly servient, and should bo 
avoided. 

The Practitioner who knows the value of quicksilver, &e.; is like a 
god; one who knows the qualities of herbs and roots is like a man ; 
one who knows the use of the knife and of tiro resembles a demon 
(Asur) ; and those who know the proper prayers to be ulfrml up 
in the time of sickness is like a prophet. 
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‘lie following characters will never be respected as Physicians:_ 

Vhen the person is born in, and inhabits a village which has a bad 
name, or visits the sick without being called. A bad Physician does 
not pay respect to the Brahmans, spiritual Teachers, or superiors ; he 
leaves the duties due to the memory of his father unfulfilled ; wears 
bad clothes, speaks on improper subjects, and in an improper 
manner, or neither speaks nor gives medicines. Such a person does 
not pay respect to astrologers, to the seasons and times, to the 
influence of the planets, to the opinion of friends, or acknowledges 
the power of holy men. Such a physician will never be respected • 
and the great physician, Dhanwantari himself, possessed of such 
qualities, would not be liked or esteemed. 

Should a proud physician reject the shastres, and the advice of 
his Guru, all sorts of evils will follow him ; and if he cannot repeat 
the usual prayers, is ignorant of the nature of disease, and takes 
money, he should be punished by the Rajah, as a thief. Should a 
physician speak disrespectfully of the shastres, or incorrectly of the 
Ayar-vcda, or of astrology, the same punishment shall be inflicted 
on him as that for killing a Brahman. 

From these observations, it appears that the duties of a physician 
requires the exercise of sound judgement, unimpeachable integrity 
profound learning, embracing an intimate acquaintance with many 
shastres, and a constant and extensive practice of his profession 
To these quuhtiee must be joined unremitting attention, a good 
heart and d.spos.t.on, a knowledge of the appearance and varieties 

rcniedSr ^ V**** and exhibiting the proper 

A physieian should not visit the enemy of a Rajah; as he 
should always speak the truth, avoid speaking disrespectfully of 
ancestors, and of other good, exalted, ami pious persons. He is not 
to walk with the wicked, foolish, or low-born persons, or with the 
patients enemy. He must avoid riding on wicked horses, elephants, 
or the like, living empty houses, or in places where bodies are 
burnt ; m very retired plsm containing wild , t iles, 

where people are quarrelling, especially with cutting instruments in 
their hands or animals armed with boros. lie is carefully to avoid 
*ak.ng belaud biers containing dead bodies, moving in the shadow 

«f the images ot the Gods, of cows. Brahmans, or in the smoke of 

uiruing bodies, diseased persons, or great sinners. The physician 
“ Wdi !lS T ° l 1 "* P™ should neither look at the rising nor set- 
mg sun. He should neither inform a person that a cow is eating, 
v luit belongs to him, nor speak ill of a Rajah. He should nor walk 
upon the tops of rocks, bout the water or earth with his hands or 
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feet, prevent or resist any inclination of the body, to discharge any 
thing. He should avoid drinking or eating out of a broken vessel, 
or out of the hand ; and should not sleep with his face to the 
north. Ganesah had his head chopped off for so doing by Sunni, 
and the head of an elephant substituted, as it was found sleeping 
with its head in the same direction. 

Observances . When called upon to attend a patient, the physician 
is to mark the following circumstances:— He is to observe the 
manner, speech, and dress of the messenger ; the state of the planets, 
and the time of the day ; and the good or bad omens. He should 
note the occurrence of accidents, in walking, or in seeing impure, 
weak, imperfect, or divided objects : In such cases the person will 
die of the disease. I liis will be rendered more inevitable, should 
neither presents nor respect be shewn to the practitioner. 

before a physician visits a patient, he should first remark the 
position he is in when the messenger arrives to consult with 
him; and, by the persons countenance and conversation, endea¬ 
vour to ascertain, whether or not the patient will survive. As he 
proceeds to visit the sick person, lie must carefully note any 
good or bad omens that may occur regarding the messenger, the 
flight of birds, the relative position of animal^, &c. Seeing cows, or 
Brahmans on the right hand side are favourable, as also corpses, 
jackals, vessels of water, &c,, when seen on the left side. It is 
unfavourable when lizards are heard when leaving the house, when 
vultures, or bad characters are seen, or when the Physician is 
called by another person, or is hit by any thing behind, or when a 


person sneezes. 

If the physician meets a person carrying out a vessel of water, 
earth, seeds, fruit, ghee, sees a bull, Brahman, or scorpion, when 
coming out of the sick person’s house ; or the figure of a goui, a fire 
vessel, or a bow for arrows, the persou will die. Seeing animals 
in unclean situations, on the right and left hand, bad sinners, very 
old and blind persons, or an enemy, are bad omens. 

It the Physician arrives at the same time at the patients house 
with milk, the omen is favourable. 

Ihe physician should avoid visiting a sick person during the 
night. AN hen he gets up in the morning, and h >s performed the ne¬ 
cessary purifications, he is to visit the patient residing in a clean 


place. 

The physician should avoid visiting a patient in a place where 
is hair, bones, spikes, stones, chatf, ashes, broken stone vessels, 
charcoal, or in impure situations. 

If the first object seen in the morning is a holy man, the person’s 
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money will increase ; and if a bad man it will diminish. Should the 
person be at enmity with a soothsayer, he will become poor; with a 
physician, he will soon die ; and with a Brahman toil will be the 
only recompence he will get for his exertions, and he will soon lose 
his life. 

Should the air at the time be cool, and pleasantly scented it is 
favourable ; but if with a strong wind blowing with a disagreeable 
smell, the prognosis of the disease should be more guarded. These 
and various other indications are explainded in the Medical works, 
and seem to be founded on the Hindu belief in fatalism ; a system, 
though sufficiently plausable with the ignorant, is fraught with many 
and great evils. 

Useful indications are supposed to be derived from the dreams of 
the physician, as well as from those of the sick person ; and a long 
list of the good and bad subjects of dreams are given. In general, 
favourable dreams consist in seeing brahmans, cows, rajahs, clean 
water, splendid houses, &c. ; and the reverse in seeing the person 
cleaning himself, riding on an unclean animal, low caste persons, 
dead acquaintances, killing or fighting, unclean animals, falling down 
a precipice, loss of eye-sight, and other impure objects or defects, 
&c. The good and bad dreauis in different diseases is likewise 
given, which seem to be good or bad according to the greater 
or less importance of the changes of the symptoms which they 
indicate. 

The physician should first ask questions at the attendant regarding 
the disease ; what things he has eaten, and what he has done to pro¬ 
duce, or to influence the disease. The physician should then mark 
the sign- of longivity in his patient. These are long anus and fingers; 
large eyes, forehead, ’trunk, teeth, mouth, and hands, feet, and 
shoulders. Persons will live to an old age whg have long respira¬ 
tions, and a large space between the mainilae, the fore-legs short and 
fleshy, the neck short, and sp'Mik and act sensibly. A person wdtli a 
large body and good voice, deep navel, vessels and joints well formed, 
much hair on the body, the external ears long, the body strong, 
more particularly the head, quickly dries when wet with oil or water, 
from above downwards, and the senses are good: such a person 
v ill live Jong, and should be treated by the physician. The want of 
such signs will indicate a short, life, not exceeding 50 years ; and 
when moderate in their maimer of living, and rich, they will not 
exceed the age of 70 years. When such a person has not been dis- 
oii.Aod from his birth, has grown fai gradually, as well as in his know¬ 
ledge of i ho slmstres, he will live long. The person will live a 
moderate period wlu : the lines on the palms of his hamh, and long 
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togitudinal lines on the back are well formed, but with large exter¬ 
nal ears, and the end of the nose prominent, the person may live TO 
years. When the bones of the fingers and forearm are short, testi¬ 
cles pendulous, breast and back contracted, ears short, nose pro¬ 
minent, and gums are seen on laugliing, and eyes are not steady, 
such a person will live 50 years. Then follows the proper propor¬ 
tions of both the large and small members, and the proportions of 
the size of each part of the body for indicating the length of 
the persons life. 

It is necessary to recollect that a good Brahman, and a Rajah, 
will be cured of a disease with difficulty, as they will not always 
take the proper remedies, and the physician is afraid to urge his 
instructions strongly. The same is the case with women, children, 
and old people, who do not observe the proper directions. In 
like manner, those who do not explain their complaints, who are 
weak in intellect, are poor, and avaritious ; who will not spend their 
money, or have bad tempers or dispositions, are dissipated, and are 
without friends, will be cured of their diseases with difficulty, as 
they will not strictly follow the directions of the physicians. In 
such cases the disease may be rendered incurable. 

2nd . The Nature of the Disease . The physician (chikitsaka) 
should next mark the nature of the disease, the seasons of the year, 
and enquire from what country the patient comes. He is to mark 
which of the humours (dh&tu) are diseased, and how they can be cured. 

There are three kinds of these duties :— 

1st —To cure the diseases of wind (vayu), bile (pitta), and phlegm 
(knph) which occur without causing other diseases. These derange¬ 
ments are the usual cause of disease, and produce the change of 
disposition, and the peculiar feelings of the sick ; besides one disease 
may produce another, which sometimes diminishes the symptoms 
of the first. 

2nd .—When a disease is present, how it is to be cured? and 

3rd. —When a primary and secondary disease are present, and 
require to be cured ? 

The physician is to observe the general 1 appearance of the sick 
person, Ids age, ami the condition of his body, Ids temperament 
and strength, * the state of the mind, and the food which he 
has been used to. He should examine the symptoms of the 
disease with his eyes; consider the probable result of the disease 
by his judgement, and its similarity with oilier diseases ; as there 
is a good and a bad form of every disease. The symptoms enu¬ 
merated in the shastres, should be observ ed, more especially the 
state of the pulse, of the tongue as to moisture and dryness, tho 
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ition of the bowels, urine, and sleep ; his general feeling, more 
especially the state of the nose, head, hands, feet and abdomen. 
The state of the patient's appetite and internal fire ; the part of 
the body attacked, and the state of the various vessels (sera), and 
the abdomen (kastha) ; particularly where the stomach presses upon 
the food to digest it (pokasia); where the undigested portion is 
situated (dmasia) ; where digestion takes place ( pakasaya ); and 
where the dejections are retained (molasaya) next the bladder and 
pelvis. The seat of the blood (Jokerit, &c.) the heart (hit) and the 
lungs (phuspus) are to be considered ; and the period when the 
disease increases, and intermissions occur. The kind of caste, 
temper, and disposition ; the degree of fear; the state of the dejec¬ 
tions ; and, in females, the state of the cataminia, &c. If the patient 
cannot speak, those about liiin should be asked the usual questions 
about the disease. 

The disease is next to be examined by the five active senses, and 
by speech. By the touch is distinguished the feverish heat or cold¬ 
ness of the surface, the dryness or moisture, the softness or hardness, 
the size of the vessels, and the irregularities of the skin. By the 
hearing, the passage of air in deep seated abscesses, wounds ; and 
in the intestines, by coughing, &e. 

By the signs of longivity and strength of the body, and the 
changes in the colour of the skin, &c. ; as leprosy, and various forms 
of cutaneous diseases ; by the state of the tongue and of the urine ; 
the quantity of which is to be noted, and the quality, which is 
known by ants being fond of it, by the sight, and by the smell. In 
like manner the other secretions and discharges, as from ulcers, 


&c., are to be examined. 

By speech, the Practitioner learns the time of invasion and pro¬ 
gress of the disease, the sex and habit of body ; the nature and de¬ 
gree of pain ; and the state of the appetite, the strength, and the 
evacuations. Unless the disease is well explained, seen, and known 
Hie practitioner will not understand it, and will be made foolish by 
his ignorance ; whereas the knowledge, and judgment of the physi¬ 
cian, like a lamp which illuminates a room, enables him to under¬ 
stand the n.iture of the diseases of the body. 

The physician has special duties to perform to a Rajah as they 
differ from other men ; not in the formation of the body, but by 
their nature, which is to command and to pardon. These qualities 
are received from God ; and, as an exalted being, he is distinguished 
by the superiority of his voice and manner, by the pureness of his 
heart, and by the justness of his actions. The physician should be 
eareftil in the time of v.ar, to point out the road he is to travel ; of 


his water, food, and shelter ; and of the food of his horses and ele¬ 
phants. The physician is to live near the person of the Rajah, and be 
like his shadow, or his standard. Medicines and instruments should 
always be at hand; and he should be allowed to have free inter¬ 
course with the sick. But the care of the physician should not 
end here. It should extend to the water, and the food of the army, 
as well as of the beasts of burthen which the enemy may endeavour 
to destroy by poison*. The good physician will detect this, and may 
be the means of saving the army. 

3rd. Medicines and Instruments . When called to a patient, the 
practitioner is first to remark if there is still life, and strength, in 
the sick person ; his age, temperament, and country, and this know¬ 
ledge will modify the kind and quantity of medicine to be given. As 
long as life remains in the root of the throat, and the senses remain 
perfect, the physician may give medicines, as the person, under such 
circumstances, may be cured. Even old, inveterate, and incur¬ 
able diseases, may be alleviated by a judicious line of treatment. 
If, therefore, a practitioner, after the necessary examination, knows 
the disease, and that it may be cured even with difficulty, Ids duty is 
to endeavour to alleviate the sufferings of his patient. Should the 
alloted period of his life upon earth have expired, he will die 
notwithstanding the best directed means for his recovery’. It is 
proper, however, that much caution be used in the employment 
ot medicine in fatal diseases, as a physician may alleviate pain, but 
cannot give life ; and by administering medicines in such cases, with¬ 
out previously stating the danger the patient is in to his relations, he 
will only bring discredit on himself, and on his profession. Taking 
such precautions, the practitioner may give medicine even when the 
patient is senseless, without any pulse, and only breathes. 

The medicines proper for the individual case, and the manner in 
which it will be most proper to administer them, must be carefully 
observed ; care must also be taken that the medicines be obtained 
from a good soil and neighbourhood. Those from Himalaya 
Mountains arc the best. Tlx 1 physician should, however, not only 
know the names but likewise the various qualities of these medicines. 

I or this purpose he should penetrate forests, und climb mountains, to 
examine them in their natural situations ; and should not despise the 
information obtained from hunters and shepherd*, who may hove 
had opportunities of witnessing their effects. 


* The Burmese are said to sprinkle 
plants upon the tree?, so ns to destro 
enemies. 
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tie medicines should be collected on a fortunate day, and at a 


tucky hour. They should be gathered by the physician himself, 


with suitable prayers. Should a person of another caste touch or pre¬ 
pare the medicines, and not the physician who prescribes, they will be 
rendered inert, even should a Brahmun have prepared them. When 
the proper medicine has been gathered and prepared in the prescrib¬ 
ed manner, and administered at the proper time, the effect will be 
as if Vishnu had administered, and entered into the body of the 
sick person ; but the medicine will be of no use to the sick unless 
administered by a physician, as it will otherwise be like the lump 
of prepared clay, without the aid of the potter to fashion it. A phy¬ 
sician should, therefore, be his own apothecary, preparing and pre¬ 
scribing those medicines which are peculiarly appropriate to each 
particular case, and being unknown to others, constitutes one of his 
peculiar excellencies. 

The qualities of medicines, depend on their colour, smell, and 
kind of juice. The active power of medicine should be great, but 
the quantity should be small. These quantities should be carefully 
observed, and the medicines given at the proper season, and stage 
of the disease. 

The person’s disease is then to be examined, the state of the hu¬ 
mours and blood ; the seven essential parts (dh&tu), and lastly the 
ev acuations. He is next to decide on the nature of the disease, 
administer the proper medicines, and give directions regarding diet 
and regimen. 

It is of much importance that the disease be treated at the pro¬ 
per time ; and the patient be of the proper degree of strength to 
admit of the disease being cured. Active treatment , should not 
be employed in a slight disease, nor a mild treatment in an acute 
disease. Should the treatment employed be doing no good, it 
should be changed; but when the symptoms 4re yielding, under 
a particular plan of treatment, it should be continued. 

That kind of treatment will be successful which diminishes the 
disease, by equalizing all the humours; and that is bad treatment, 
which increases one, as it diminishes another humour. The treat¬ 
ment should be commenced from the first appearance, of the disease ; 
as it is like fire, poison, or the enemy, and a small portion deranges 
health. 

Should a physit ian exhibit medicines the first day he has seen 
tin* patient, without properly ascertaining the nature of the disease, 
he will he like the angel of death (Yama). Such medicines as 
cure vital air, bile, and phlegm when diseased, art 1 not disagreeable 
to the person ; do not produce any bad effect;; and, given at the 
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x>pcr time, are tlie remedies to be employed. A Vaidhya should 
prepare the medicines ; although this is stated in other shastres to 
be the province of Brahmans. The susruta shastre says that any 
competent person may administer medicine, but the Vaidya de¬ 
clares whoever does not take medicine from this caste will go to 
hell. Even Brahmans are declared to have no authority in the 
practice of physic. Any other caste preparing or touching medi¬ 
cine, but the physician who orders its preparation, will render it 
inert. 

4 th. Messenger and attendants. The person who is sent for the 
physician should not be of low caste, a fool, one of questionable 
veracity, or a great sinner ; he should not appear before the physi¬ 
cian distressed from fatigue, by a rapid journey, or appear to be fear¬ 
ful of the result of the sick persons ailment. The messenger 
who has his hair knotted, clothes old or wet, or is scantily or sloven¬ 
ly dressed, carries a cutting instrument, &c., as a sword or stick, holds 
ashes in his hands, will be as the angel of death. If he be a Dandi 
or Faqir, or is deformed, or defective in a member, or rides upon 
an ass, camel, or buffaloe ; or wears a band of red flowers round 
liis neck, the prognosis is unfavourable. If the Messenger has his 
body anointed witli oil, or if covered with the deposit of a river, or 
blood be flowing from his body ; or if he be of a bad temper or dis¬ 
position, so as to speak hastily or indiscretely it will be unfavour¬ 
able. If he rubs liis shoulders, back, head, or hair with his hand 
while speaking, it will be like a decree of Varna, the angel of 
death. Should the Messenger arrive so as to meet the physician on 
the south, and the physician not wishing to visit the sick ; or if the 
messenger stands on one foot, sneezes, or stumbles at the patient or 
physician’s house, these signs are unfavourable. Should he find 
the practitioner with his face turned towards the south; with cut¬ 
ting instruments near him; in an unclean situation ; naked, bath¬ 
ing, eating, sleeping, or making holes iu any thing ; these signs are 
unfavourable. It is also a bad omen when the Messenger finds the 
physician preparing a body for the funeral pile, killing birds or 
the like, or boiling or preparing medicines with fire. Should the 
messenger arrive at the house of the physician at twelve at night, 
or at noon, or when certain stars are in the ascendant the prognosis 
is unfavourable. 

The messenger should always present a present to the physician* 

He should be of the same caste as the 4ck person, and should be 
dressed in clean white clothes, k ve a good appearance, and be 
strong and intelligent; of a mild disposition, and know the lucky 
seasons, and the shastres. 
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The medicines should be given by a healthy dependant, possessed 
of an amiable character, so as to prevent the machinations of the 
patients enemies. 

The friend who relates the progress of the disease must be exact 
in his descriptions, and be careful that the patient takes the medi¬ 
cines regularly. 

5th. Duty of the Patient . A person rejecting a Vaidya, or phy¬ 
sician, will be punished in Hell ; whereas when a Vaidya is employed 
the patient will go to heaven, even should he not be able to see 
the sacred Ganges in his dying moments*. 

The diseased person will carefully recollect the directions of the 
physician, must follow them with exactness, and must not be afraid 
of the effects of the medicines which have been ordered. 

Should the disease commence at an unfavourable time, or if 
the physician visits the patient at night, or during an unlucky hour, 
or should he have been borne at an unfavourable moment, the person 
will die of the disease. A patient with a good disposition, with his 
body of the natural colour, and with the signs of longivity ; who is 
patient, has a strong mind, senses perfect, with no fatal symptoms, 
and lias confidence in his physician, is easily treated, and will have 
the best chance of being cured. Should the patient be strong, the 
disease curable, and lie has riches to defray the necessary ex- 
pence, and follow the usual customs and directions of the physi¬ 
cian ; and his mind is favourably influenced by the shastres, and 
has faith in his physician, he will recover. The prognosis will 
be unfavourable when the sick person is impatient, angry, and 
disobedient; wanting in courage, is ungrateful, and desponds ; also, 
with those who have no confidence in the practitioner, fatal symp¬ 
toms will quickly follow. Persons at enmity with the physician, 
and endeavour to deceive him, are cured with difficulty, and 
are to be avoided as much as possible. The patient will die who 
lives in the house of a person who despises the physician. The 
different appearances observed on the physician’s approaching and 
leaving his patient will vary his prognosis. 

The patient is to expect to be visited in the morning, after the 
customary prayers and ablutions, is to prepare the medicine as order¬ 
ed, and is to sit in a clean, convenient part of the house for both the 
tick person, and the physician. 


Many respectable Hindus will only receive medicines from a Vaidya. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Recommence of the Physician. 

When a physician has cured a disease lie is entitled to the usual 
gifts for the performance of a good action. These w ill vary with 
the rank and condition of the patient. Money will be the recom- 
pence bestowed by the rich ; friendship, reputation, increase of virtue, 
prayers, and gratitude will be that of the poor. When a Guru, a 
Brahman, or a Dandl, a relative, a humble and good friend, or 
one without relations consults a physician, he must not accept of 
any pecuniary recompence : His reward in such cases will be an 
increase of knowledge, and the gratification of his desires in ha. mg' 
an opportunity of performing a good action. His cures will 
ensure the admiration, and the esteem of all men ; he will be hon¬ 
oured and respected as a master, and after death he will go to heaven. 
Should the patient prove ungrateful after being cured, his holynes* 
and good fortune will pass to the physician. But the physician 
must avoid administering remedies, to hunters or great sinners. 
Such people do not deserve liis assistance. 
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ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 

Under this dead wile be considered the theory of the Elements ; 

Generation, and Growth of the Body; nature of the cor- 

PORIAL (ANATOMY), VITAL, AND SPIRITUAL PARTS; Or THE TEM¬ 
PERAMENTS ; AND OF DEATH. 

CHAPTER I. 

Elements of the Body . 

At an early period the Hindu Philosophers reduced the material 
world to five elementary principles, and primary qualities; by the 
agency of which, they explained the appearance, composition, and 
condition of the world, and the structure and functions of the Body. 
The five elementary principles were earth, water, air, fire, and ether. 

The peculiar qualities of each of the elements are as follow 

The Earth lias smell (gandha) ; the water, taste (ra £) ; the air, 
touch (sparsa) ; the fire, colour (rupa) ; and the pure ether, sound 

(sabda). Besides these they have likewise the following qualities:_ 

which is the heaviest element, is possessed of the qualities 
of smell, sound, tangibility, visibility, and taste. It enters largely 
into the formation of the body, and of all solid and heavy substances. 

Wat r possesses sound, tangibility, visibility, and taste; bes. 
the sen e of coolness, fluidity, weight, and smoothness on bodies ; 
and has much the quality of happiness (satwaguna), and of inert- 
nc'^ (tarnaguna), and is transparent producing light, and weight. 
It forms the different fluids of the body. 

Air is possessed of sonorousness, tangibility, and lightness; and 
from haring the quality of action (raja guna) in it has the 

moving powers, and qualities <£ bodies. 

Eire possesses sound, tangibility, and visibility, and gives taste. 
The medical property of fire is to afford heat, digestion, colour, light, 
ru I beauty to the body. It produces the passions, bodily strength, 
mid valour of the individual ; and from possessing much of the 





Tfuality of goodness (satwa), and passion (raja guna), it gives it light¬ 
ness, and movement. 


In viewing the wonderful operations of nature, the Hindu Philo¬ 
sophers seem to have been soon arrested by the beautiful and varied 
adaptation of design to the end, by the order, harmony, and mutual 
dependance which pervades the whole of nature. This seems to 
have led them to the conclusion, that inert matter was insufficient 
of itself to produce such effects, and that there was a fifth element 
for performing the operations of the body, like the great soul which 
regulates those of the world. This induced them to add, at an 
early period, another or spiritual element to those of inert matter, 
which they called pure ether (dkdsa) ; which was supposed to be 
separated from the Others, and possessed the property of sound, and 
form. It predominates in the organ of hearing, and fills up the 
porosities of living bodies, and their hollow cavities, as those of 
the bones, &c. ; and is full of the quality of goodness (Satwa guna). 
This Element is altogether undistiuguishable by our senses, and is 
only made known to us through the evidence of our under¬ 
standing. 

These elements are all nourishing to the body, and are contained 
jn different proportions in every sort of food ; so that after digestion, 
each element, by an inherent property, joins with that which already 
forms a part of the fabric of the body, in the following manner : skin, 
vessels, bone, hair, and flesh, are made up principally of the element 
of earth; nlvine evacuations (mala), urine, semen, blood, and phlegm, 
of water; hanger, thirst, and insensibility, are produced by ine. 
movement, conscience, termination of a work, retaining happiness, by 
air ; and desire, revenge, stupidity, fear, shame, is produced by an 
excess of pure ether. There being both an active or warm, and a 
passive, or cold principle, which are increased and strengthened 
by the rays of the sun and fcnoon. 

Tim body or microcosm, is also divided into different parts,whic i 
correspond with those of the globe. It has its mountains, its cold 
and hot situations, with the various oceans. Each of the fluids are 
also influenced by one of the seven planets which regulate their 


condition. 

The same reasoning, which was supposed applicable the external 
world, was used for the explanation of the eop^itution, and fabric 
of the animal system. Ileuce, all living bodies. among "hull 
vegetable bodies are placed, are supposed to be composed ot the 
five elements, with the element producing action or life snperadded 
' Living bodies are produced from vapour vegetation -cubation «4 
parturition; as insects, plant* tod* ropulcs and annual,. 
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latter, man is the chief, and in proportion to the complicated 
structure of his body so is his liability to disease. 

The essential or elementary parts, when mixed, form vital bodies, 
which are divided into two classes, one of which is stationarj T , the 
other moveable (jangama). This class is produced from the womb 
(jar&ynja), as animals (pasu), and man (manusha). 2nd, from eggs 
(andaja), as birds, snakes (sadoso), &c.; 3rd, from the warmth of the 


earth, as worms, ants, mosquetoes, fleas, &c.; and 4th, (udjbidgo) such 
ns break their habitation, and thus gain their liberty, as frogs, &c. 

The second or stationary class consists of four varieties :— 

1st. Vannspati or trees in which the fruit is without flowers. 

2nd. Vrihsha trees with flowers and fruits. 

3rd. Verada , creepers. 

4 th. Asudie , annuals. 

The same elements and qualities, by their combination and actions 
constitute the human body ; -which is governed by an independent 
principle, or soul, which acts through the medium of the members ; 
and is an emanation from the great soul of the world ; into which 
after certain purifications, it is again absorbed. As long as the soul 
remains in connexion with the body, the diseases with which it is 
afflicted may be removed ,* and it is proper that during all this 
time, remedies should be employed for the purpose. 

The following is the Hindu theory of the formation of the body :— 


CHAPTER II. 

Generation. 

It is stated in medical works, that as the mould receives the 
'r wl which is to form the future plant, so the menses of the female 
receives the semen of the male, which germinates in it. Hence 
in treating of generation, the secretion of the menses is first con¬ 
sidered. 

When the menses appear monthly, the female is moist, plump, has 
desire; and is happy, with her hair flying about. Her eyes are 
languishing; her sides, arms, breasts, thighs, and hips are in a 
; ,t,. of excitement. The men es continue for seventeen days, 
during which the woman may be impregnated, and not at any other 
season. During the flow of the mouses the mouth of the uterus, 
which is like the mouth of a rue fish, is open like the water lily, 
exposed to the rays of the sun ; and after this season, the mouth of 
ino uterus again contracts, and doses like the petals of the lily, 
when the benign influence of the sun is absent. 
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lie menses are of a red colour, like the blood of a hare, or of lac- 
dye. It should not stain cloth, when it falls upon it; and should be 
without smell. The menses are derived from the two vessels of the 
uterus, which discharge their contents by the influence of the vital 
air, into the uterus and vagina. The menses remain till the 50th 
year, when the woman is of a weak constitution ; but it continues 
longer, when the individual is strong. 

During the discharge of the menses, much attention is required 
to be observed regarding the conduct of the woman, as the state 
of the parents at the time of conception will affect the offspring in 
a very powerful manner. During the first tliree days of the dis¬ 
charge, the woman should remain pure, she must sit and sleep in a 
purified situation, upon the sacred grass (kusli); she must eat 
out of a new earthen vessel, or from a leaf, she must not sleep 
during the day while the menses flow, or her offspring will be very 
sluggish: should she shut her eyes at the time of conception, the 
child will be blind; should she shed tears, the child’s eyes will be 
sore; should she cut her nails during the flow of the menses, the 
child will be deformed ; should she anoint or bathe herself during 
these three days, the infant will be afflicted with leprosy ; should 
she laugh or speak loud, the infant will be unhappy and deaf; and 
should she fatigue herself, the offspring will be employed in low 
occupations. 


The father should neither be very old, nor very young. If the 
father is not twenty-five, and the woman beyond sixteen, the offspring 
will die in the uterus, if it be born alive it will live but a short 
time, or if the infant lives the senses and other parts will be in¬ 
complete. Therefore a very young man, or a very old woman 
should be avoided. They should be in good health, the genital 
organs free from disease, tind the female should neither be hun¬ 
gry, nor have eaten recently before connexion. The semen should 
be received into the menses as a seed dropped into a good mould, 
and like it germinate, producing conception. As milk taken into 
the stomach nourishes the child, so the semen requires to be 
animated with the menses to form the germ. 

Should conception take place on the 1st or 2nd day of the menses, 
the offspring will die soon after birth. If conceived on the third 
day, the child will be weak, diseased, and deformed, and will die 
at an early age. 

If the husband is not at home on the fourth day of the menses, 
the wife is first to regard the sun after bathing, as the best object; in 
order tltat her offspring may resemble that luminary inhi& qualities of 
bestowing strength and beauty, and should the first object she sees, 
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ing on the 4th day, be a deformed individual, her offspring 
will also be so. The female is next to perform the necessary ceremo¬ 
nies to ensure offspring with the assistance of the Brahmuns ; she is 
to eat in the afternoon of the fourth day, bathe, rub her body with 
scented oil, put on clean clothes, and ornaments, and at night visit 
her husband. But should there be a great discharge of the menses 
on this day, she must not visit her husband; as the semen will be 
washed away as by a swollen river, and will thus prevent concep¬ 
tion. Such cases are to be treated as other cases of Menorrhagia. 

When the female conceives on the 4th, 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th 
days of the menses they are the fortunate days. It is when concep¬ 
tion occurs, towards the last of these days, that the offspring will 
live long and have few diseases. If conception occurs after the 
12tli day, it is unfavourable to the offspring. When conception 
occurs on the unequal days of the menses, a female child will be 
born ; while on the equal a male will be produced. 

Numerous forms of irregularities, and diseases of the menses 
prevent conception, the principal of which are derangements of 
the humours, in which cases the air, bile, and phlegm stop the 
flow of the menses, by closing the passages by which this evacua¬ 
tion flows. 

When the menses are irregular, or are stopped, the woman should 
live on fish, a kind of pulse called kulotha , linseed (tel), mascidi, 
butter, curdled milk, acids, and sura (a kind of wine). 

Durga asked Siva the nature of the body, Siva answered ; know, 
O Durga ! that the body is formed by a mixture of the energy of 
the male and female, in this way : During a fortunate connexion 
the heat produced gives the semen the quality of the water, and 
the air conveys it to the urethra of the male, from which it 
passes into the vagina. When it enters the uterus it mixes with the 
heating qualities of the sun, which the menses possesses, and forms 
the embryo. It is when the mixture takes place, and has become 
solid, by their respective qualities of cold and heat to which the soul 
is added. Should the germ have more of the qualities of the semen, 
a male child will bo formed, and of the menses a female child ; 
and should the qualities of both be equal, the child will be a 
hermaphrodite. 

Signs of conception-. The indications of conception, during the 
day it lias taken place are ; the woman feeling fatigued, languid, 
and thirsty, a weakness of the two thighs, a retention of the 
semen and blood in the uterus, and a throbbing in the vagina. 

The signs of Pregnancy , are the skin round the nipples becoming 
of a dark colour, and the hair upon the body becoming more distinct 





kil/prominent. The person feels weak, the eyelids heavy, am 
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^^3%elashcs closed; much saliva is secreted; sickness and vomiting 
occur; and even pleasant smelling things are disliked, and produce 
sickness. In this condition the woman must not approach her hus¬ 
band ; she must avoid fasting, vomiting, or strong purgatives ; grief 
or fear ; stretching or severe coughing ; dragging heavy weights ; 
riding on horseback ; sleeping during the day ; or sitting up at 
night. She must not be bled, nor strain in passing her dejections. 

During Pregnancy, if the woman is not gratified with what she 
wishes to eat, and the air is deranged, the child will be crooked 
and cripple, or will be small in size, dumb, or cannot speak distinct¬ 
ly ; will be blind, or have his eyes defective, or will be an unbeliever 
in the sacred shastres. In other such cases these defects are pro¬ 
duced by acts of previous wickedness of his own, or of his parents 
iu a former state of existence. 

Whatever is wanted by the pregnant woman should therefore be 
supplied, when a perfect child will be born. If the woman desires 
to see a Rajah, the child will be great and rich ; should the mother 
wish to adorn herself, the child will be well formed and vain; 
should the mother wisli to see a holy man, the child will be holy, 
and just, and if she longs to see ferocious animals the offspring will 
be of that description. In like manner the desire for particular sort > 
of food indicates the disposition of the infant, and the form of his 
body. When the mother wishes to eat buffalo’s flesh the child will 
have blood-shot eyes, much hair, and he will be warlike ; and when 
hog’s flesh, he will be sluggish, and sleepy. 

If any injury be done to the mother, or she suffers in any wav, 
the child in like manner suffers. The menses, after conception, goes 
in part to form the placenta, and as the blood flows every month, it 
coagulates to form the embryo; an upper layer being added every 
month to the embryo, and another portion to the breasts, of the 
mother by which the mammse are increased in size. 

i he period of delivery extends from nine to twelve months, and 
after this time when the female is not delivered, ti t abdominal 
swelling must be considered as the effect of disease. 


CHAPTER UJ. 


(trough and function* of the Unfit/. 


There is no peculiar organ for the semen, but it is supposed lo 
be contained in every purl of the body, as butter is in the milk, or 



MINIS 



3 G 


<8L 


sugar in the sugar-cane. There is a duct on the rigid side of the 
mouth of the urinary bladder, where it is collected, and passes 
through the urethra in the time of coition. 

The menses of the woman disappears when she conceives, and it 
circulates towards the mamma where it is collected and produces 
milk. 

The germ thus formed contains a small proportion of the five ele¬ 
ments ; each of which assists in promoting the developement of 
the other elements, and of the body iii general. Jiva or the 
soul is last engendered, and like fire produced by a burning glass, 
the mixture of the menses and semen produce heat. When the 
air separates the particles of the semen it produces twins, triplets, 
See. W hen one of the constituent parts of the embryo is unheal¬ 
thy, the conception will be so ; and, if both the menses and semen 
arc impure, as when the parents are affected with leprosy, the off¬ 
spring will also be afflicted with this disease. 

The germ in the uterus is like a shrub, the vessels of which are 
connected with the uterus, by which the blood of the mother is cir¬ 
culated in it, and nourished. The germ is near the fire of the mother 
at the navel, is inflated by the air (v£yu) and fire, which the embryo 
contains, by which it is expanded into its different parts, forming 
the vessels, circulating the juices, and from which its members 
arc formed; like the potter giving figure to the piece of clay upon 
ids wheel. 

In the first month, the mixture of the semen and menses forms a 
small mass like a pea (kolala); seven days after conception it lias 
the form of a bubble, or inflated bag. On the tenth it is red, and 
fii the fifteenth it resemble* a email round piece of flesh : This 
shortly enlarges in the same imperceptible way as the Moon enlarges 
in size (Jyotistatwa) : At one month it has small fibres proceeding 
from it, and is animated with life (Prtina). The point of the vertebral 
column, is to the body, what Mount- Sutkern is to the world, and in 
thut point the gods of the bndy reside (Bramha, Vishnu, &c.) 

Should the germ become of a circular form (pinda), it denotes a 

;in ° blon S r i an iregular for,.. 

(Arbuda) a hermaphrodite. In the third mouth five eminences 
aplr'ir, which when developed become the hands, feet, and head. 
The other smaller parln of the body an* thou but imperfectly 
formed. 

In Ike fourth month the members arc more distinctly developed ; 
m d the heart of the fetus being perfectly formed, life receives its 
.lcii ij pmvci mid liasn desire for the assistance of sense and ac¬ 
tivity, Lite then acts as in its former slide of existence. 
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In the fifth month, the powers of the mind are increased ; and life 
performs its usual actions. The nose, mouth, eyes, tlmoat, and 
abdomen may now be distinguished ; and at six months all the mem¬ 
bers are formed, and the understanding is added. 

At the seventh month, the body is completely formed, and the 
members can act separately, and possess life, mind, and understand¬ 
ing. The essence of the strength of the system (ozah) is imperfectly 
formed, even at the 8th month ; and on this account, should the 
infant be born during this month, it will die. During the 8th month 
the joints are formed, the parts move on each other, the fetus re¬ 
quires food, and, by the heat of the mother strength is added. At 
nine months the mind and memory are active, it moves about, and 
it receives nourishment from the mother. According to some, by 
means of a vessel which passes from the mother’s breasts to the 
mouth of the embryo ; by others it is stated that the vessels of the 
umbeliacal cord have a communicat ion with the vessels of the mother, 
and convey blood to the fetus, by which it is increased in size. In the 
9th month, the woman is to remove to the house (sutikft griruh) pre¬ 
pared for her delivery. 

At the tenth month* the fetus acquires knowledge, and prays to 
God, and sees the seven heavens, the earth, and the inferior regions. 
By the air of the pelvis (opana bayu) the fetus is then expelled; 
as an arrow is shot from a bow, and the child falls insensible to the 
ground. All his former knowledge is immediately forgotten, and 
on losing so many pleasing illusions, lie cries (Jotis). 

During the time the fetus is in the uterus it does not discharge 
its evacuations because they are in small quantities, and the air 
which discharges them is not present in the intestines (pokasia). 
The fetus does not cry in the uterus, as the mouth is closed by the 
fetal membranes, the wind-pipe is tilled with phlegm, and there 
is no passage for air. The respiration, sleep, and turning of the 
fetus are performed by the mother, as she sleeps, &c. 

By nature, the situation and form of the different parts of the bod) 
are developed. So that the hair is formed on one part, and is absent 
at another part, of the body. If the quality-of happiness (satwa- 
guua) be in excess, the child knows the state it held in it s former 
condition; and does good or bad actions accordingly, and i 
its former qualities. 

The hard substances of the fetus, as hairs, bones, nails teeth 


acquires 


* Nine Cufendcr months seem necessary for iho perfection of the 
fetus, thnt is 30 *cck< or 27:? days from conception Tin Hindu 
Shnatlres allow leu calender months or 300 days, 
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vessels, ligaments, &c., are produced from the semen, and resemble the 
same parts in the father ; and the soft parts as flesh, blood, fat, 
marrow, heart, navel, liver, spleen, intestines, are formed principally 
from the blood of the mother, and resemble her. 

The growth and strength of the body, the different colours and 
the duration of life, are produced from the (rasa) according to the 
qualities of the food of different kinds generally taken by the parents. 
The senses, knowledge J the arts, and life (jiva), happiness, misery, 
are produced from the parent’s good or bad actions in a former state 

of existence. ,. . _ , , 

The fetus in utero is bent on itself with his head upwards, and 

mouth towards the spine of the mother. His hands and feet are 
bent and during parturition the air turns the body and brings 
the head downwards, and he knows his former history. The uterus 
is a dark and disagreeable place, which the Brahmans eledge » a 
kind of purgatory. If the mother eats proper food, the child re¬ 
ceives its nourishment from the umbelieal cord which is connect¬ 
ed W ith the mother, and by means of the cord the blood is con¬ 
veyed to the fetus which thereby grows. 

The sex of the infant is known by the right mammm containing 
milk first, the right eye being larger than the left, the woman wish- 
in- food of the masculine kind, and dreaming of the water lilies of 
different species, and her month, and the colour of her lips of an 
agreeable colour. The opposite indications are the proof of an in¬ 
fant being of the male sex. Twins are known by a depression along 
the centre of the abdomen ; and when the two sides of the abdomen 
are depressed, and the lower end is a little prominent, with a depres¬ 
sion in the middle, a hermaphrodite is known to be contained in 
the uterus. 

The small vessels in the embryo produce first its growth, I fore 
the members are produced. The mixture of the semen and blood 
or embryo increase, and life enters it ; the air separates the 
different members, the fire prepares the elements, the water 
moistens, the earth stiffens, mid the sky (iik&sa) increases the fetus. 
When the embryo has bands, feet, mouth, nose, ears, buttocks, &c., 
then it is called the human body, and is composed of six principal 
parts; four extremities, the trunk, head, abdomen, back, umbilicus, 
forehead, chin, nose, neck, bladder, are the single parts ol Ihe body. 
The pairs are the ears, eyes, nostrils, eyebrows, temples, shoulders, 
cheeks, axillas, mammas testicles, sides, buttocks, knees, arms, thighs, 
Ac The body has nine orifices, like a house with nine doors. They 
.oe the urethra, anus, mouth, nostrils, eyes, and ears : rhie vagina 
forms the tenth in the female. There are ten fingers and ten toes. The 
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parts of the body are the skin, Kolah, (tissues) fluids (dhati 
Rejections, (mala) ; and humours (dossoh); with the liver, spleen, 
lungs, pancreas, heart, stomach, urinary and gall bladders ; the 
intestines, kidnies, vessels, ligaments, tendons, membranes, median 
connections of the body, bones, joints, muscles, vital parts, the 
veins, arteries, nerves, and capillary vessels, esophagus, wind¬ 
pipe, See. 

Saunaka says that the head is first formed, because ; it is 
the principal part of all the organs of sense. Kritubinja says that 
the heart is first formed, because it is the seat of the mind and 
knowledge. Others that the umbiliacus is first formed, because 
from that centre the other members grow. Some say the trunk, and 
others that the hands and feet are first formed, as they are the root 
of the active members. Dhanwcintari says that all these opinions are 
incorrect, and that all the members are formed at the same time but 
are, extremely small, as the first sprig of the bamboo contains the 
leaves, &c, of the future plant; and as a constituent part of the 
mangoe is only visible in its state of ripeness, and cannot be 

detected when the tree is green. 

With the cliild is produced, the period of his life, his actions, 
whether virtuous or vicious ; his acquirement of riches, or experience 
of the senses, and death, will be varied according to the actions he 
performed in ids former state of existence. The acuteness of lus 
senses, the extent cf knowledge, the duration of his life, and hap¬ 
piness or misery, bang produced from the soul; so the strength, 
colour, health, memory, will be derived from the nature of the food 
used by the parents. 

As long as the elements remain in due proportion, the body re¬ 
mains In health, this suite is called P*akriti> and when increased 
or diminished in its proper proportions it is called I ikriti. 

On these qualities, and to these alone, the physician at¬ 
tends. From the elements, the eleven senses are produced to 
perform their peculiar oflices, as the sound of the ear, &c., and 
is confined to it. 
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The parts of the fetus are formed in the following manner:— 

The Liver and spleen are formed from the blood; Lungs from 
its froth ; and the large intestines (cecum) from its impurities. 
The essential parts of blood and phlegm are concocted by the fin* 
of the bodv, iuto which the air (vfiyu) enters, and forms the intimities, 
anus, and bladder. The tongue is formed from the essential parts 
of blood, phlegm, and tiesh. 

Air with the assistance of a proper degree of heat, separates 
the soft parts, and forms canals,and passing between the th h form 
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different muscles. When these canals are filled up with marrow 
they form nerves. This opiuion arises from their supposing that the 
brain and spinal marrow are the marrow of these bones. The air 
entering among the soft parts forms the different receptacles 
of the body, as the stomach and kidnies, which are derived from the 
essential parts of the blood. The testicles ,, and its appendages are 
formed from the pure part of flesh, blood, phlegm, and fat. The 
heart is formed by the essential parts of blood and phlegm, to 
which all the principal arteries are connected, by which life is pre¬ 
served. It resembles a water lily, with its head turned downwards. 
When the person is awake it is in activity, and when asleep it is 
sluggish. It is the seat of the understanding ; and if the quality of 
darkness and ignorance predominates (tamaguna) the person sleeps, 
and when the (satwaguna) prevails the person remains awake. 

Sleep is a kind of death, derived from Vishnu, and the ignorant 
sleep much, and those who have much sotwaguna sleep about mid¬ 
night, and those who liave much rajoguna sleep occasionally and 
without any reasonable cause. When the tamohguna and phlegm 


predominate in 


the heart, a kind of sleep (syncopy) occurs, from 


which the individual cannot be awaken : In this it resembles 
death. 

Sleep during the day should always be avoided, except during 
excessive heat, as it is considered a sin, and is unfavourable to 
health by deranging the humours and producing disease ; such as 
coughing, asthma, catarrh, heaviness of the body, pain of the body, 
dyspepsy, fever. Want of sleep at night, produces the diseases 
of air and bile. But children and old people, and those who 
have indulged in an excess of venery, who have consumption, 
drink ranch, or are much fatigued by travelling, or other exercises, 
or those who are very hungry, or labour under indigestion, may 
sleep an hour (48 minutes) in the day time. If the person does 
not sleep during the night , he may take half the quantity of sleep 
during the day. Sleeping during the day deranges air, bile, and 
phlegm, and many diseases are produced by it ; as coughing, difficult 
breathing, &c. Night watching deranges air, and bile, and pro¬ 
diices various diseases ; hence sleep should be taken at night. By 
sleeping at the proper time it will prevent disease, and will retain the 
heart, us well as strength, colour, and semen in their proper state. 
It will also prevent too great thinness or fatness, and such a 
person, with a good constitution, may live a hundred years. 

When phlegm is diminished, and air and bile increased, by 
passions, and any humour of the body lessened by their causes, the 
sleep is disturbed. 
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person regulates sleep by his will, it will not be favour¬ 
able. A certain period of sleep daily, is necessary to health. Too 
much air, bile, or grief, destroys sleep, diminishes the dMtu, and 
injures the health of the body. In such cases oil with turmeric 
and other like things applied to the head, and the body will promote 
sleep. Bathing has a like effect, as also ehampooing, eating good 
rice, flower, peas, cakes, sweet-meats, oleaginous food, milk, with 
the juice of flesh, especially animals that burrow in the ground, or 
the flesh of birds, rasins, and sugar eaten at night. The bed, &c., 
being soft and agreeable, will also promote sleep. 

When sleep is protracted it is to be obviated by vomits (song- 
sodhana) and a purge, by spare food, blood letting, and causes pro¬ 
ducing mental depression. When cough, or fat, or poison have pro¬ 
duced it, exercise is to be taken at night. When there is thirst, 
colic, or hiccough, want of digestion, or diarrhoea, sleeping in the 
day is proper. 

Dreaming. It is the soul which dreams. Whatever was seen 
or heard when awake, is represented by the mind, during sleep ; 
and is the impression of good or bad actions, when there is much 
rajahguna in the heart. 

Drowsiness, is indicated by the senses not remaining in their state 
of activity ; the body is heavy, the person yawns, he is tired, u 
drowsy, and desires to sleep. It is produced by an excess of air, 
phlegm, and tomahguna. 

Yawning. During a long inspiration the mouth is extended, fol¬ 
lowed by a short expiration, and a flow of tears from the eves, is 
called yawning. 

Langour is when the person is fatigued without a cause, and the 
respiration is weak, and imperfect. 

Laziness when the person has the capacity, without the inclination 
to act ; and wishes enjoyment without exertion. 

Nausea is accompanied with an increased flow of saliva and tears, 
with pain in the breast, aud an effort to rejeet the food, but it does 
not reach the mouth. 

fainting . When bile (pitta) and tamaguna are in excess, it 
produces this effect. , 

Swooning is produced by an excess of rajaguna, with bile and 
air. 

Digestion. Six varieties of the digested part of food or chyle are 
distinguishable. When thefood is astringent, sour, moist, &e., the 
chyle will become of the same nature. When digestion is accomplished, 
the respective elements unite with those which had entered into the 
formation of the body 5 tlie earth unites with the earth, the water with 
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rivater, &c., and they, acting on the inherent qualities of each of 
the five elements, mix and increase those in the body ; smell, 
the property of earth, with that of the body ; taste with water, touch 
with air, and noise with ether (&k&sa). The juice thus separated from 
its impurities is called chyle (rasa), which nourishes, strengthens, 
and gives colour to the body. 

Some Pandits suppose that it requires a day aud night to form 
and distribute the digested mass, to the last deposited part the 
semen and menses ; others suppose six days are required, and some 
• one month before digestion is completed. The first class of Pandits 
suppose the fluids are formed and circulated as a wheel turning 
round, and supplying the various essential parts of the body (dhdtu.) 
If an article of food or medicine increases much the semen, and 
fluids, they may require only a day and night to accomplish this, 
and such an increase cures some diseases of the body. As the beard 
does not grow, nor the flower yield its smell at an early stage of 
their growth ; so in the child, the semen, and the menses remain 
for a certain time undeveloped which is also the case in old age, 
like over ripe fruit. 

The strength, or vital principle of the body (Oja or tej) is situ¬ 
ated in the chest along its centre, and is produced by a mixture of 
the pure fluid ; in the same manner as a bee sucks the juice from dif¬ 
ferent flowers, and produces honey. Oja exists as long as the per¬ 
son lives, and it is this which retains the body in its healthy state. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Structure of the Corporeal part of the Body {Anatomy.) 

The Body consists of Humours, (Dos&oh) and essential parts, ( dhatu ) 
with their appendages :— 

Section I. 

Humours. 

The air (vayu*). Bile (pitta t)> a °d Phlegm (^kofaj), are the 
three pillars or supports of the system. If deranged they are 


* Viyu from Pa, to go, was first formed. 

t Pctu, from Tapah, hot ; from which the heat of the Body is derived, 
t Kofu, silUo, from siliso, to embrace. 
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cause of disease, and death ; and, with the blood, they 
"and eventually destroy the body. Without these three Humours 
and the blood the individual could not exist. With the essential parls 
of the body, and the appendages, and impurities, they form the 
fabric of the body. 

As the moon sheds moisture, and abstracts the Sun’s rays, which 
dry up and bestow energy upon the earth, and the air moves from 
place to place, so does phlegm bestow moisture, bile withdraws it by 
its heat, and air wafts it about in the microcosm, or animal body *. 

1st. Vayu, spirit, or air, flows through all parts of the body, 
and performs all its actions. It is of the active quality (rajaguna) ; 
is invisible, is of a cooling quality, is extremely light, and is always 
flowing more or less quickly ; it conveys the essential parts over 
the body ; performs respiration, and all the actions at the outlets 
of the body, the circulation of the fluids, and activity of the 
senses, and of the understanding. It dries up the fluids, is soil, but is 
affected by heat, and cold ; and like the Surfs rays, it prepares and 
separates the fluids, and dejections. It produces happiness w’hen 
healthy, and with heat increases the hot state of the system. It is 


principally found in the small intestines (puckassia), thighs, ears, 
eyes, senses, and all the canals, the testicles, and the anus. It pro¬ 
duce-: the active properties of the body and its organs, and retains the 
body in its proper state. There are five kinds of air according to the 
situations they occupy. 

a. Vital air (Prana vayu) which passes through the mouth and 

nose, and by it diglutition is performed. >\ui it.nl in the chest, 

and is the supporter of prfina> or life. While this remains in 
health, so does the individual; it gives movement to the blood, 
and by it the food and drink are conveyed to the stomach, and 
strength to the body : v hen diseased it produces hiccough, and difli- 
culty of breathing, &c. 

b. Apana vkyn is contained in the rectum, urethra, &c. : and 
is situated under the purkasia , It separates the dejections, urine, 
semen, menses, and expels the fetus. It is also situated in the 
buttocks. When deranged it produces diseases of the bladder, aiul 
the anus, diseases of the semen, and constipation. 

c. Samuna vayu is situated in the stomach, and small intestines 


* This ingenious theory which has been so frequently renewed, and 
was for so many : £es universally believed, eems to have her n derived 
from the Hindus; fr.,m whom it was adopted hy the Egyptian and 
Grecian Priesthood. It is detective, however, in excluding the blood 
which, notwithstanding, has been stated as one oi the fundi.mental parts 
of the body. 
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separates the impurities, produces blood, and fat, and separates the 
urine, alvine evacuations, &c. When diseased it produces loss of 
appetite, goolmoh, diarrhoea, &c. 

d. Udana bayu is situated in the hollow of the neck, above the 
sternum. In health it produces speech and singing ; and other 
functions of the voice, above the colar bones. When deranged it 
produces various diseases of the upper part of the neck. 

e. Beana bayu is found acting in conveying the fluids over the 
body, and in performing its functions, and those of the juices. It 
produces the flow of the blood; and perforins walking, jumping, open¬ 
ing of the eyes, raising or depressing things, &c. If diseased all the 
body becomes affected. 

Vital air is thus supposed to flow over the body, to produce, and 
to retain the various vital functions of the body ; as joy, respiration, 
and its various actions : it also mixes with the humours, and regu¬ 
lates the movements of the body. 

When the air is diminished weakness is produced, the person 
speaks little, he is melancholy, and it diminishes the understanding, 
&c. Vital air, is deranged by carrying heavy weights, by severe 
exercise, by excess in venery, much study, falls, or walking very fast : 
by always pressing the body, by injuries, fasting, jumping, or swim¬ 
ming ; by not sleeping at night, by riding upon horse-back, ele¬ 
phants, or in carriages ; by much walking, or using much sour, 
pungent, bitter, or dry substances, or light cooling vegetables, 
flesh dr certain kinds of pulse, he. Air may lie deranged by the 
quantity and quality of the food Which is eaten, by certain ac¬ 
tions of the body, and by exposure to the cold, and moist air, 
early in the morning. If all the varieties of Vayu are diseased the 
person dies. 

2nd. Bile (pitta) is a hot, bitter, oily fluid, having a peculiar 
smell, like that of raw flesh. It is of a blue colour and sour, when 
unconeocted ; and is hot nd pungent like fire or pepper, and of a 
yellow colour when properly prepared. It produces animal heat, 
and it possesses the quality of 8atwagvna. It is situated principally 
in the stomach (Amassia), and small intestines (puckasia) ; but it is 
;il .u found m the liver, spleen, heart, < ye, and skin : whose it. is mixed 
with the blood, and other fluids. Its principal situation, however, 
is between the stomach and small intestines, from which it passes to 
the different parts of the body in ■ hi eh it is found. There are tlm 
following five kinds of Bile. 

a. Puchcka, or that which assists digestion, and is situated he- 
tween the stomach and snnill intestines. It digests the six kinds ©f 
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assia, and puckassia) ; performs the digestion of the food. 
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^ y^ food ; and separates the chyle, urine, and feces. As the sun imparts 
its properties (tej) to the moon, so bile imparts its properties to the 
phlegm, situated in the stomach. The stomach is therefore like a 
cooking pot containing water and food, which is boiled by the heat 
of the bile underneath it. In this way digestion is performed, and 
the blood is rendered more fluid. 

When digestion is performed its qualities are like fire, and dries 
up the thin part of the food, and is called onola or fire, and se¬ 
parates the pure part from its dregs. It gives strength to the body, 
and as a candle enlightens objects around, so bile conveys its pro¬ 
perties over all the body. 

b. In the liver and spleen the bile gives a red colour to the 
chyle, and is called rcmjaka. 

c. In the heart it produces sense, memory, pride, and is called 
Sadaka. 

d. In the eyes it produces sight, and is called dlochoka. 

e. It gives the skin its shining, clear, and healthy colour ; absorbs 
applications to the skin, and is called brajoha. Bile when not 
deranged produces the sense of sight, digestion, and the functions 
of organs by its heating and concocting properties. It produces 
appetite, and thirst, and retains the body soft, giving the pro¬ 
per colour to the body ; and also joy, pride, memory, &c. Bile 
varies in difterent seasons ; in July and August it is increased ; in 
September and October it is liable to be diseased; and in March 
and April it is diminished. 

When deranged, the internal fire or heat of the body is diminish¬ 
ed, as also its colour, and digestion. In this case the nourishing 
chyle (rasa) is not properly separated in the organ called Amassia, 
and produces the iiuligestable dejections called a?na, or more pro¬ 
perly white slimey discharges. If the slime be mixed with air, 
bile, and phlegm it deranges the seven dhatu. 

The. increase of the five elements, and their five qualities, of 
which the body is composed, will be best understood by following 
the course and changes of the food when eaten. The food by means 
of prim vdyu reaches the stomach ( amassia .), where it is softened 
and mixed with the phlegm in the stomach, and becomes red and 
sweet. By the air situated in the navel (samtnia vtb/u') i the fire is in¬ 
creased, and it digests the food in the stomach, which becomes frothy 
and sour, it then passes to the place of bile (grinnl), which is si¬ 
tuated between the stomach and small intestines. When well con¬ 
cocted bv the bile situated there, the food becomes pungent, being 
mixed with the chyle. It then passes to the pukassia , or place in 
which digestion is perfected, and is separated from its impurities. 
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JFj/e impure fluid part passes by means of vessels into the bladder; 
and the solid impurities by means of the cipdn vayu , passes into the 
molasia, or large intestines. The pure part of the digested food is of 
a milky colour, and is conveyed to the heart by means of the domon- 
nic vessels, where it is mixed with the blood. Charaka calls these 
vessels the chyle carrying vessels ( rasyani ). 

Should the fire be too strong it burns the food, and it becomes 
sour, and generates bile. When the fire dries the food, it produces a 
hard mass, which is bitter. After digestion the prepared food some¬ 
times becomes sour, by its mixture with substances of this quality. 
When digestion is not properly performed, the internal fire and 
strength are diminished ; the person becomes weakened, and diseases 
are produced, particularly the disease which is called (ima. 
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When morbidly increased in the body, bile produces a yellowness 
of the skin, much heat, a desire for cooling articles of food, and a 
loss of sleep and strength. The person cannot see perfectly, and his 
eyes, feces, and urine become yellower than usual. 

The hair of a person with such a temperament, becomes quickly 
grey, he pep pires easily, his body is pale, his eyes are easily inflam¬ 
ed, and he is impatient, perverse, opiniative, vain, and consequen¬ 
tial ; is amorous, his conversation unguarded, is addicted to false¬ 
hood, is fond of abstruse studies, &c. Bile is deranged by anger, 
grief, fear, covetousness, malice, great fatigue, fasting, by eating 
roasted articles of food, by excessive venery, by sour, salt, and hot or 
heavy food, by mustard oil, or cakes ; by certain kinds of pulse, as 

mustard seed; by vegetables, fish, flesh, curdled milk, butter-milk, 

spirits, and heat of all kinds. 

‘6rd. The Phlegm (Kofa), is the impurity of the chyle, and 
ii is conveyed by the prma i<iju along the domonic vessels, and 
mixes with the rest of the phlegm in the body. It is cooling, 
moist, sweet, and when imperfectly prepared it is salt, and mixes 
' gather, ft®. It is white, heavy, oleaginous, and glis¬ 
tening, and possesses the quality of tonwhguna in excess. It is 
principally found in the stomach, in the breast, in the heart, at 
the root of the neck, in the head, in the eyes, in the throat, and 
tongue ; and is found in the joints, in vessels, and all moist parts. 
There are five kinds described :— 


a. In the stomach {omania) it softens the food, and lubricates 
them together, and is called Klc.doka . 

b. Abalambmta , is situated in the shoulder-joint, and neck, and 
it strengthens these parts, and also the breast. 

c. In the tongue and throat, it produces the various tastes, 
‘"id i.s called, Hitsnna. 
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In the head, it keeps the brain, the eyes, and other senses 
moist. It retains their respective qualities, and is called Strchena. 

e. It keeps the joints moist and ready to perform their actions, 
and is called slesonci. 

If not deranged it retains the body in its proper state, produces 
its glistening appearance, and moist state. It strengthens the joints, 
produces the heaviness and strength of the body, and enters into 
the formation of semen. The temperament it produces is indicat¬ 
ed by a greenish colour, and the person is fortunate, is of a tine 
colour, and is fond of sweet things. He is grateful, patient, and 
is without covetousness. He is strong with a white eye, his hair 
is black, and he dreams of water. 

When morbidly diminished it produces impurities ; the body 
dries, the internal heat is increased, digestion is diminished, the 
joints move with difficulty, the person is incommoded with thirst, 
weakness, and watching. In this state it leaves its natural situ¬ 
ations, and passes to other parts of the body. It is deranged 
by sleeping during the day, taking no exercise, using much 
sweet, salt, sour, or cooling substances ; as also oleaginous and 
heavy articles of food, as milk, and the like ; barley, various 
kinds of rice, the flesh of the buffalo, and those animals which 
live in water. It is also deranged by eating always the same 
food, or eating too often, or cooling things of all kinds. This 
humour is also deranged by the seasons ; in November and De¬ 
cember it is increased, in March and April it is liable to be de¬ 
ranged, and in May and June it is diminished. When much in¬ 
creased it produce indigestion, loss of appetite, langour, lassi¬ 
tude, and vomiting. 

It. is supposed that the phlegm is contained in the parts above the 
navel, bile in the trunk above the pelvis, and air in and below the 
pelvis. In the morning phlegm predominates when the body feels 
cool ; in the middle of the day, bile predominates, when people feel 
hot; and in the evening air is the strongest: at night the same order 
is observed. When these divisions meet, phlegm and air are tho 
strongest. In like manner the age of man is divided into three 
periods ; to the 15th year phlegm is strongest.; to the 50th, or man¬ 
hood, bile is the strongest ; and after that, or in old age, air pre¬ 
dominates. In like manner where these periods meet, phlegm and 
air are strongest. 

The same changes are observed hi the seasons, and in the period 
of digestion of food, and physicians sho.ild be careful of them in the 
employment of remedies. On this account hot things should he 
given in the morning or to (lie young ; cooling things In the middle 
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day, or to adults ; and tonic and pungent food in the evening, 
or in old age. 

The seven dhdtu and the impurities remain at rest and incapable 
of action until acted on by air (vayu), and are wafted by it over 
all parts of the body, as clouds are wafted about by the wind, and 
through its influence they perform their respective actions. The 
air (vayu) presides over the ten senses, and is therefore the 
natural lord of all the actions of the body ; it acts quickly and 
strongly ; often deranges bile and phlegm, and produces many 
diseases. It is always present in the body, gives strength, and 
retains it in a state of health. It is diffused every where over the 
body, as well as in the world, of which it is the ruler, performing 
all the actions in it. 

Sometimes the different humours are increased in quantity, either 


separately, or in combination of two or more together ; but Idle and 
phlegm cannot pass from their own receptacles by themselves, with¬ 
out tlie assistance of air, which is the only active humour, as a high 
w i n d striking upon water, throws it about, so vital air acting upon 
the other humours increase them in quantity, and they are thrown 
about out of their proper receptacles. Thus, when air, tile, phlegm, 
and blood are increased, they pass from their own receptacles and 
mix with the other humours. Sometimes they are diffused over the 
whole body ; at other times to ouly a part which is irritated, and 
then, form disease, like the cloud which accumulates over a part, 
throws down rain there. 

If air is much deranged, it leaves its own receptacle, and passes to 
another situation, producing noise in an unusual situation. Bile in 
like manner produces heat, a burning sensation, and dryness ; when 
phlegm is increased, and is changed in its position at the time of 
its passage, it. destroys appetite and digestion, and produces langour 
and vomiting. In cases where air, bile, phlegm, and blood are de¬ 
ranged, and accumulated in the abdomen ; they diminish appetite 
aud strength, produce gulmoh and brarfrodrf, or large abcesacs in the 
abdomen ; also costiveness, cholera, dysentery, &c. 

If deranged, air passes to the receptacle of bile, the medicines for 
this disease are to be employed for its cure ; and bile, if deranged, 
passes to phlegm. This is to be cured by removing diseased bile. 
If phlegm passes to the locality of air, this is to be cured in the 
usual way. 

Brumhn, the creator of the world, is full of the rajaguna , and 
resembles air ; while bile resembles Vishnu } and is like him full of sat- 
Mpi. In ]ik«‘ manner phlegm tv .-; moles Sivo, with his inactiw 
qualities, and is the destroyer of the body. 
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^When these humours accumulate in the bladder they produce 
diabetes, stone, disuria, and other diseases of the urine. When 
they accumulate in the penis they produce strictures, swellings, &c. 
In the anus they produce fistula-in-ano, piles, and the like. In 
the scrotum and testicles, they produce different forms of Hydrocele. 
If towards the head they produce the various diseases of the head, 
eyes, &c. When collected in the blood and flesh, the humours pro¬ 
duce leprosy, different kinds of cutaneous diseases, and inflammation. 
If to the fat they produce different kinds of tumours and swellings, 
particularly of glandular parts. In the bone they produce inflamma¬ 
tion, and other like diseases. In the feet elephantiasis, rheumatism, 
and the like. When diffused over the whole body, fever and other 
diseases of the body, as small pox, &c., are the consequence. 

If such derangements of the humours remain for some time their 
effects may appear afterwards, and slowly produce the peculiar 
symptoms of disease. 



Section II. 

Essential Parts (D/ialu.) 

The Essential Parts, or the supporters of the body, consist of the 
hard and soft parts, and fluids of the body. 

These are the chyle (rasa), blood (rakta), flesh (m&nsa), fat 
(meda), bone (osthi), marrow (majja), and semen (sakra). These 
seven essential parts of the body form the fetus, nourish, and 
sustain life, and retain the system in a healthy state; they give the 
soft feel, the colour, and the strength of the body, and the action 
of the senses. "When diseased or diminished, the body wastes, and 
the person dies. Thus will the Juried of life vary with the kind of 
food which is used. Good chyle produces good health, and with 
it bravery, strength, and a fine colour of the body, and retentive 
memory. 

r. Chyle < »*asa) that moves in the body is obtained, and is sepa¬ 
rated from the four kinds of food which is digested, and is 
said to be the essence (sara) of the food. It has a glutinous, 
cooling, and li* ' ’ appearance ; is sweet, and is of a w hite co¬ 
lour. It is pno^ally situated in the heart, liver, and spleen ; 
and by means of tbe vessels called damn nee, it is conveyed to the 
different parts of the body by the samtina v&yu; and nourl hes 
the dhatu and is changed by the bile (ranjaka) into blood (rakta) in 
the liver. This kind of bile is supposed to redden the fluids, w hen 
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called blood. The chyle thus changed mixes with the blood, by 
means of* the sanilina vuyu . If the Bile be either too strong, or not 
strong enough ; or the food is not properly digested, it becomes 
pungent, leaves a sour taste in the mouth, and like poi: on produces 
disease. The chyle then passes along to the heart, to nourish and 
increase the dhatu and parts of the body, as fields are irrigated by 
canals of water, which moisten, mid afford them its qualities. When 
chyle is much increased it produces nausea, and an increased secre¬ 
tion of saliva. There are two varieties of chyle uma (chyme), 
slightly impure, and pakwa or chyle in its pure state which 
nourishes the body. 


There is a difference of opinion as to the uses of the chyle, some 
supposing that it nourishes the parts directly, others suppose that 
by means of vital air (Pran-vayu), it is conveyed to the damanee 
vessels by which it is sent to the blood, and mixes with it in 
the spleen and liver, where it becomes red, is purified by the bile, 
and remains there for live days and a half. It then passes to 
the flesh, and remains there some time, and is purified by the bile 
(pitta), or a kind of internal fire, and is conveyed to the different 
parts of the body, which it retains at its proper temperature, and 
nourishes the flesh. In the same way it passes to and remains in the 


fat, bone, &e., which it nourishes, and purifies with one part; while 
another impure part (mala) is rejected. Perspiration is the impu¬ 
rity of the blood in the fat ; as the tartar is tie impurity of the teetli; 
and other secretions have impurities which are in like manner 
thrown off. The last dhatu to which the chyle pusses is to the semen, 
which has no dregs : so that the chyle, like sugar, requires different 
processes to purify it, and at each stage it throws down impurities. 

The chyle retains the person in good spirits, increases • the blood, 
&c.,aud if not pn-gerK prepaivif it becomes soar;and deranges tin* 
the (Ihitl u. If diminished there is pain In the breast, the person 
shakes, has swimming in the head and moist ness in the eyes, with 
thirst. In one mouth the chyle changes to blood, flesh, fat, bone, 
and marrow, from which semen, and the menses are produced. 

b. Blood (rakta). The blood is derived from the digested parts 
of the chyle, and by being concocted by the bile becomes red, when 
it is called blood; which combine*, end nourishes the other essent ial 
parts of the body (dhatu). 

The blood is thin and limpid, like water, has a peculiar smell, is 
of iiri-d colour, and light. Th s< qualities arc derived from the five, 
elements; ns the smell from the, earth, the fluidity from the water, 
redness from the fire, mobility from the air, and lightness from the 
ether (aLv-rtj, When blood predominates it produces the redness 
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eyes and body, and fullness of the vessels. In a heal thy state it 
keeps the body of a good colour, increases strength, and the flesh 
or bulk of the body? nourishes the organs, and moves, lives, and 
retains their being. It preserves vitality (jfva) which it distributes 
over all the body; but in different quantities, being derived from 
the heart as its fountain. 

The blood is known to be in a healthy state, when the nails, 
eyelids, palate, tongue, lips, palms of the hands, and soles of the 
feet are of a reddish colour, and of a shining appearance. It retains 
the fullness and hardness of the abdomen, gives the yellow tinge 
to the skin, reduces the heat of the body, and renders it. heavy, 
and listless. 

The blood is changed and produces the menses, which differ from 
the pure fluid, being formed by the internal fire of the body, and 
flowing continually three whole days during every month ; from the 
12th to the 50th year of age. 

When the blood is diminished in quantity in the body, the skin 
becomes dry and rough, the vessels feel lax and feeble; it increases 
the internal heat of the body, and produces fevers, and other diseases; 
in which sour and cooling food and drink are desired. 

Blood is never deranged by itself, as whatever acts unfavourably 
on it produces first its effect upon the air, phlegm, and bile, and 
then it acts on the blood. On this account the diseases of the blood 
are cured, by first curing the derangements of the humours. 

c. Flesh (mansa, muscles). Is produced by air (vayu) thicken¬ 
ing the blood, which is digested by heat. This increases the firm¬ 
ness of the body. The air passes through the body, and being ac¬ 
companied with the proper degree of heat, forms the large canals, 
and divides the flesh into different muscles ; in which the vessels 
are lodged, that contain blood. By means of these, it proceeds 
as the lily rises from the ground, and is nourished by water, &e., in 
its progress upwards. When the blood is digested in the th sh, 
with the internal fire, its essentia! parts nourish the* flesh, and its 
dregs produce the wax of the ears, &c. 

When diminished and dried up iu the nlwlomeh, cheeks, and lips, 
pelvis, thighs, breasts, armpits, nates, and neck ; it produces pain,and 
the principal vessels are diminished in size. When it predominates 
it increases the Bize of the buttocks, cheeks, lips, thighs, arms, and 
calves of the legs, and gives a general heaviness to the body. 

d. Fat (raeda) is generated from the blood in the flesh, and is 
in large quantities round tho eyes, throat, nml breast, when pro¬ 
perly digested by the Action of its internal tiro. It produces 
perspiration, keeps the body shilling, and hard ; is oily, aud heavy; 



*ind is the cause of the growth of the body, its obsity, and strength. 
It is diffused over the body, but its chief seat is in the abdomen, 

"When the fat is diminished the spleen may be easily felt, tiie 
joints seem dried, and moving them gives pain. In such cases 
animal food is always desired. When fat predominates, the body 
appears smooth and glistening, the abdomen and sides are in¬ 
creased in size; cough and asthma are produced, and the body 
has a disagreeable smell. It is supposed that the essential part of 
the blood and fat produce bone. 

Bones (osthi), and cartilages (toruna) as new bone, are usually 
considered under the same head. These give form to the body, 
and to them all the soft parts are attached. When the bones are 
all united together, they form the skeleton (kankala). Bone, with 
blood are the parts from which the marrow of long bones, including 
the brain and spinal marrow, are formed. When digested the ex¬ 
cretions (mala) of bone form the nails and hair. When the ele¬ 
ments of bone are diminished in the system they become painful, 
the teeth and nails crack, become loose, and the body becomes dry. 
Where bone predominates, another portion grows over the old 
bone; and a more than usual number of teeth are formed. 

Some authors say there are 300 (Susruta), others 306 (Cha- 
raka), bones in the body. This difference is owing to their counting 
the cartileges with the bones. The bones are connected together 
by capsular ligaments. The Bones are : — 


1st, Extremities. 


True Number. 

Up Lr. 


Fingers and toes . 14 14 

Metacarpus nnd meta¬ 
tarsus . # 6 

lied bone . 0 1 

Carpus and tarsus . 3 G 

Fore arm and leg. 2 2 

Patella . 0 1 

Arm and thigh . 1 1 


30 30 

f >0 GO 

Number of bones of the 
extremities... 120 


Number—Sanscrit Authors 

Up. Lr. 


Bones in the fingers and 

toes. 30 30 

hong hones of each hand 

and foot . 8 a 

Wrist and ankle . J fi ]2 

Ileel. o 2 

F'-re arm and leg. 4 4 

Knee . 0 2 

Arm and thigh. 2 2 

GO 60 

Bones of the extremi¬ 
ties* ... 120 


* Sesamoid bones are not counted. 
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2nd. Head and Trunk, 


True Number. 


Number—Sanscrit Authors. 


brought over... 120 


Hones of the skull ... | 

Temporal bones. ) 

External Cartilages of 

the ear . 

Cheek bones. 

Jaw bone9.. 

Palet bone . 

2 08 nasi, and 1 carti¬ 
lage . 

Teeth of adult . 


"3 Ilyoid Car¬ 
tilages 

Throat^ 1 Arytonoid 
Cartilage 
,1 Os Hyoides „ 
Neck, cartilage? of the 
wind pipe . 


8 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

32 


4 


9 


Bones above the neck ... 63 

Clavicles . 2 

Vertebrae . 24 

Sacrum . 4 

Scapulae. 2 

Breast bones . 4 

Cartilages between ster¬ 
num and clavicle. 2 

Knciformed Cartilage ... 2 

Ribs . 24 

Sternal Cartilages . 24 

Cartilages, tubercles, &c. 24 

Coccyges . 2 

Sacrum . 1 

Aunominata . 2 


brought over... 120 

Bone9 of the skull . 6 

Temples . 2 

Ears, cartilages . 2 

Cheeks .. 2 

Jaws, upper and lower ... 2 

Palet . 1 

Nose . 3 

Teeth in Adult . 32* 

Throat . 4 

Neck . 9 


Back 


Breast 


Sides, 
36 in 
each. 


3 Of 


8 


Bones above the neck 

(Akoka) or clavicles . 2 

(24 Vertebrre ... } 

1 4 Bones of the 

| sacrum, . 

[2 Scapulae.) 

'4 Breast bones" 

2 Cartilages 
between the 
sternum and 
clavicle f 

Pieces enei- 
formed carti¬ 
lages . 

'24 Ribs . 

24 Sternal car¬ 
tilages . 

24 Cartilages 
tubercles and 
the transverse 
processes of 
vertebrae._ 

Pelvis. 

Coccyges . 2 

Sacrum,. 1 

Aunominata . 2 


63 


72 


Bones of the trunk . 117 


Bones of the trunk . 117 

Number of Bones in the 

body . 300 


the knee, hip, shoulder, cheek, 


Number of Bones in the 

Body .. 300 

There are live varieties of bones :_ 

1. Flat Bones, kapald; as of 
palet, temple, and head. 

2. Teeth, Ruchaka. 


* Charaka says there are 32 alveolar boucs, and 30 teeth, 
f Charaka says 25, with 24 ribs. 
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3. Cartilages ( torunci ) nose, ears, neck, and eyelids. 

4. Round Bones (bolid) are those of the hands, feet, back, sides, 
abdomen, and sacrum. 


5. Long bones ( nalaka ) as those of the arms, legs, metacarpal, and 
metatarsal bones, and the other like bones of the body. 

Bones are insensible, immoveable, and as the centre of a tree 
is the hardest, so the bones are the most durable part of the body ; 
and remain after all the other parts have decayed. 

f Brain and Marrow ( majjti .) The Brain and marrow are 
situated within the bones and nourish them, and their impurities 
are the secretions from the eyes. The Majja gives strength, and 
the shining appearance to the body. When the marrow is increased 
there is a heaviness of the eye, and of the whole body ; and when 
diseased it diminishes semen, and produces pain in the long bones. 
The essential parts of marrow and brain mix with the blood, and 
produce semen. 

g. Semen ( sakra ). Is the hist essential part formed, and no¬ 
thing is produced from it in the body. It retains the body in its 
proper state of health and strength, is the generative principle, 
and during its excretion it produces pleasure ; when diminished, it 
causes pain in the penis, and testicles, and the person becomes 
impotent. When it predominates there is an increased flow, and it 
produces stone. The female has desire for the sex during the flow 
of the menses, which acts in them as the semen does in the male. 

These seven essential parts of the body (dhatu) are contained 
in seven organs called kolla, or their receptacles. 

The Blood retains all these parts in their proper state of health. 
Some Pandits believe that life is the blood, and others say that life 
is the sotwa, raja and tama gunas, with the five senses mid the 
soul. 

Ozah is the essential part to the seven dh&tu above enumerated 
which gives them strength. It is cooling, oily, of a reddish, or slightly 
jeliow colour; is diffusible and transparent, and is the principal sup¬ 
porter of life. It is spread overall the body. If destroyed, the 
body will soon die. It is deranged by severe wounds, by the diminu¬ 
tion of any the seven essential parts ; by the passions, anxiety, much 
labour, and hunger. If it is in a healthy state the body becomes 
firm, the proper functions of the organs are performed, a good colour 
is given to the body, the external and internal functions, and the 
m-:ms of sense are retained in a bealthly state. When dcran-, d tl„. 
pursuit feels languid, with a loss of strength. The body feels heavy, 
swollen, and dronsy, and its colour changes. If diminished, the 
l".r«.u becomes thin, With fainting, delirium, and death. 


Section III. 


Excretions (Mala) 

Are the impurities of the seven essential parts, the dregs of the 
chyle is phlegm; of the blood, bile ; of the flesh, the secretions of 
the ear, nose, &c. ; of the fat, perspiration ; of the bone, the nails, 
and hair ; of the brain and marrow, the secretions from the eyes, &c. 
The semen has no dregs or impurities, but others say that (Ozah), 
an oily transparent fluid, which is formed all over the body, is the 
essential part of life, and is its impurity. Tliis is the strength of 
the body, and is principally situated in the thorax. 

Alvine evacuations are the superfluous part of the nutritious food, 
which form the feces ; when diminished by dysentery, purgatives, 
or the like, pain is felt in the breast, and sides of the abdomen. When 
much increased it produces pain in the belly, with a gurgling noise. 
When in the proper quantity it keeps the body in a proper state ; 
and it supports the air, and internal fire in a healthy condition. A 

Urine is contained in the bladder, and keeps the parts moistJ 
When diminished, pain is felt in the pelvis, and little urine is dis-* 
charged. When much increased there is a frequent flow with pain 
in the pelvis, and swelling in the part. 

Perspiration retains the skin in a soft and moist state. If dimi¬ 
nished, the pores of the skin are closed, the skin becomes dry, tough, 
and deranged in its action. For the removal of this state, oil is 
to be rubbed over the body with warmth and.moisture. When the 
perspiration is increased there is a bad smell of the body with itching. 

Milk increases the size of the mamime and is the food of the 
infant. When diminished, the mammae become lessened, and little 
milk is secreted, and in these cases medicines which increase phlegm 
are to be used. When much increased the mamma- are enlarged, 
with a flow of the milk, and pain. 

These impurities will be diminished by much purging or vomiting ; 

• and also eating those substances in COH which 

diminish air, bile, &c., will have this effect. Ooo niola when cons¬ 
tipated, diminishes the others. I it like manner disagreeable food or 
melancholy ; violent exercise, fasting, excess in vtmery, &c., have the 
same effect. There is however no certain quantities as they vary in 
different individuals, according to their size, The incre-ise or 
diminution of their fluids is therefore stated by comparison. When 
healthy, all the secretions and e- eutiai part are supposed to he in 
a proper state ; and it js the duty of the physician to restore thru, 
to their just quantity ; if increased, they must be diminished ; and 
if diminished increased. 
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ts state that oily exudations, seminal fluids, blood, dandrif, 
urine, fbecis, earwax, nail-parings, phlegm, tears, concretions in the 
eyes and sweat, are the twelve impurities of the human frame.” 
(Menu. p. 164. Ch. V. §. 135.) 
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Section IV. 

Joints ( Sandhi .) 

The joints are of two kinds the moveable ( chala ) and im¬ 
moveable ( sthira ). 

Of the first kind are the joints of the extremities, jaw, and ver¬ 
tebra?. All the others belong to the second, or immoveable class. 
The moveable joints are :— 

The 4 toes, 3 in each 12 

Large toe 2 

The foot, knee and hip, one each 3 


In each leg 
Hand in like manner 


17 both 34 
34 


Joints of the extremities 


68 


The Loins 3 

Spinal Column 24 

Thorax 24 

Breast 8 

Joints of the trunk — 59 

Neck 8 

Throat 3 

Connection of vessels with the 
heart and organ of thirst 
(kloraa) 18 

The roots of the teeth 32 

Ponunu Adami I 

Nose J 

Eyelids 2 

Jaws 2 

Ears 2 

Temples 2 

Cheeks 2 

Above each eye-brows 2 


7 5 127 


Curried forward 
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Brought up 

75 

127 

Above each temples 

2 


Head 

5 


Crown of the head 

1 


Joints above the neck 

— 

83 

Total 


210 


There are eight forms of joints :— 

it. Kara, hinge joint as those of the fingers, toes, wrist, ankles, 
knees, elbows. 


b. Ldukhala, as the ball and socket joint, shoulder, hip, teeth. 

c. oamiulga. lake the instrument for cutting beetlenut; as the 
shoulder-blade, coxis, pubes, and innomiuata. 

d. Protara, iis the neck, back. 

e. Tunnosebance (sown as with thread), sutures of the skull, 
joinings of the illium, ischium, and pubes. 

/. Biosatunda, the joints of the lower jaw, wliich resemble a 
-crows beak (corouoid process). 

9- Mundala (round) as of the orbits, throat (larynx) and thorax; 
111 which the eyes, wind-pipe, bronchop, and heart are situated. 

]i - Sunkha burta in the ears, as the os hyoideS. 


Section V. 

Ligaments , ( Snayu ) * 

Ligaments bind together and strengthen the frame work of the 
bones, like the strips of ratan whicli are employed to bind the pieces 
of a boat together, so as to prevent the entrance of water, and to 
support heavy weights. 

Those Ligaments are divided into tho »3 of the extremities, trunk, 
and head. 

In each toe there are 6 ligaments 30 

Soles, sides, and joints of the feet 30 

L °e co 

Knee jq 

Thigh 40 

Hip-joint 1Q 

150 Opposite side 150 or 300 

The proximid extremities 150 Do. 150 or ^ lM) 

Ligaments of the extremities 600 

# This includes nerves which arc not considered separately. 

1 u 
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Brought forward 

Ligaments of the Trunk . 
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600 


In the Loins 

Back 

Chest 

Sides, 30 in each side 


60 

80 

30 

60 


230 


Back of the Neck 
Head 


36 

34 


70 


Number of Ligaments of the body 900 


There are four varieties of Ligaments. 

a. Protanobutee , long ligaments, as of the legs, feet, and joints. 

b. Britto , round ligaments and tendons, as of the penis, &c. 

c. Prithu, thick ligaments and tendons; as along the sides, 
breast, back, and head. 

d. Susira , those with holes in them, as in amasia, pokasia, and 
bladder (bustee). 

The physician, by knowing exactly the situation of the external 
and internal ligaments, will be able to remove extraneous bodies 
which have penetrated far into their substance. 

Wounds of these Ligaments (and nerves) are most painful and 
dangerous. 


Section VI. 


Muscles ( Pashce ) 


Muscles cover, strengthen, and retain in their places, vessels 
tendons, bones, and joints. 

The size of the muscles differ according to their situation and 
uses. They are :— 

Bahala y or broad and large. 

Pcleba , small. 

U?iu, narrow 
Sfhulah, thick. 

Birta , round. 

Krussa y short. 

Sthcra , hard. 

Mirdu y soft. 

Sluckno , smooth and shining : and. 

KorkasfiUy rough. 
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They are as follows :— 


In the two hands and feet 

400 

Trunk 

66 

Above the nape of the neck 

34 



1st. In the extremities 
Each finger and toe 3 or 
In front of the foot (tarsus) 
Above the foot (metatarsus) 
Under the ankles 
In the leg 
Knee 
Thigh 
Hip 

Two hands the same 


500 

15 

10 

10 

10 

20 

5 

20 

10 

— 100 two feet 200 

200 


2nd. In the Trunk 

Anus 3 

Penis l 

Frenun of do. 1 

Testicles 2 

Hips, 5 on each side 10 

Above the bladder 2 

Abdomen 5 

Umbiliaeus 1 

Vertebral column 10 

Side 6 

Breast 10 

Upper breast 7 

Place of life, and amasia 2 

Liver, spleen, and rectum, 2 each 6 


400 


3rd. Muscles above the nape of the neck , 

Nape of neck 4 

Jaws 3 

Throat and upper part of the chest 2 

Pallet 2 

Tongue I 

Lips 2 

Nose 2 


GG 



it 2 


Carried over 


21 


4GG 



Brought up 


4G6 


91 

Eyes . 2 

Cheeks „ - 4 

Ears 2 

Forehead 4 

Head l 


Above the neck and head 34 

Total number of muscles 500 

Females have 20 more muscles, viz:_ 

Five in each mammae 10 

Vagina, 2 external and 2 internal 4 
Uterus 3 

For conveying the semen and blood 
internally 3 

— 20 

In these positions the muscles vary according to their actions. The 
muscles of the penis and testicles of the male are retained inter- 
nally in the body of the female. Uesides which there are spiral 
muscles like those of a shell ; the first circle being the vagina, the 
second the neck of the uterus, and the third its cavity. In the uterus 
is contained the fetus with the mouth of that organ turned down¬ 
wards and shaped like that of a ruejish. 

Section VII. 

Vessels. 

The vessels are distinguished from each other by the names sera, 
damanee and srofa. The appearance of these vessels is nearly the 
same ; but they differ from each other, by their actions. 

The navel is the origin of all the vessels, and the principal seat of 
the life (pran), as it is situated there in larger quantities than else¬ 
where. The navel may bo said to resemble the root of a waterlilv 
from which the different vessels proceed to all parts of the body 
The navel is thus the root of the vessels of all living animals* It is 
surrounded by vessels like the central part of a wheel which receives 
spokes from the circumference. Among these, forty principal vessels 
are enumerated. 

Serf are the vessels which couvey blood, air, bile, anti phlegm, 
t; tVn!‘ i | , ' idCa ib dtrivod fronl the appearance of the vessels in their 


61 


<SL 

The branches of these vessels are like those of the leaves' of trees, 
which ascend, descend, and cross. They nourish the body as a gar¬ 
den is irrigated by a small brook. These vessels, as a river, distri¬ 
bute nourishment in their course, and keep the body flexible, and 
ready for action. Of the forty principal vessels, ten contain air, ten 
bile, ten phlegm, and ten blood. Each trunk is attached to its own 
receptacle dosu. They are of all sizes, and life is contained in 
different degrees in different vessels. The midling size contain 
principally air. 


The ten tnuiks of vessels which convey 


air are divided into 

175 

branches. 

Do. Bile Do. 

175 

>7 

Do. Phlegm Do. 

175 

>» 

Do. Blood attached to 

the spleen and liver 

175 

>> 

Total 

700 


Air vessels have 25 branches in each lower 

extremity 

50 


Do. do. 25 in each upper do. 

50 


The air vessels of the trunk are as follows :— 


100 

In the anus, penis, and buttocks 

8 


Two sides 

4 


Back 

6 


Belly 

6 


Breast 

10 



— 

34 

Neck 

14 


Two ears 

4 


Tongue 

9 


Nose 

6 


Eyes 

8 


Air vessels in the neck and head 


41 

Number of air 

vessels 175 

The vessels that convey bile, phlegm, and blood are the same 


number as those which convey air. But, in the eye, bile has ten, air 
has two iilstead of four ; and in the cars two. The phlegm- and blood 
have the same number. All vessels, therefore, are supposed to con¬ 
tain air, bile, phlegm, and blood, but in different proportions. 



^Wfien they contain more air, bile, phlegm, or blood, they are called 
air vessels, phlegm vessels, or blood vessels. 

The colour of air vessels is red, and air appears in them ; those 
of bile are blu^.and hot, and those of phlegm are cool, of a whitish 
colour, thick, a.:d their contents seem to remain at rest. 

I fair circulates properly in its own vessels, the person will act 
properly, and the functions of the body will be performed in such 
a manner that the individual will enjoy health; his understanding 
will be good, and he will possess all the other good qualities of air. 
If deranged, various kinds of the disease of air, will be produced. 

If Bile is in a proper condition, the person will have a healthy 
appearance, his appetite good, the internal fire will be strong and 
healthy, and he will possess other good qualities. But if deranged, 
the diseases of bile will be produced. 

If Phlegm acts properly the skin will be smooth, the joints healthy, 
and the strength will be good, and he will have the other good qua¬ 
lities of phlegm. If deranged, it produces the peculiar class of 
diseases of phlegm. 

Blood. This fluid produces and nourishes all the other essential 
parts of the body. If the blood is in a healthy state, the persons colour' 
remains good, the surface is sensible, and it produces the other good 
qualities of blood, and when deranged it developes the various 
diseases of blood. 

When the air vessels are alone deranged, disease is not produced, 
but when deranged, with an increased quantity of bile, and phlegm, 
disease is the consequence. By the state of the eight principal vessels 
the physician knows if the patient will die or live. There are 
two vessels in the hands, two in the feet, tw r o in the throat, two in 
the temples, and two in the nose, which are thus to be examined. In 
the foot the vessel is behind the maleolus internus, and is in length 
two fingers breadth ; in the hand it is three breadths of the fingers, 
in the neck two breadths of the finger, and in the nose two, at 
which the pulse is felt. The two vessels of the hand are however 
the principal ; and if their contents flow naturally the person will live 
and do well. In, these situations are the vessels containing the indi¬ 
cations of life, and a sensible physician will examine them all. and if 
air flows naturally it will be favourable. If in any of these the semen 
i ; deranged in the vessel, and air flows naturally, the person will 
live, this air provinces the pulse*. When the pulse is to be judged 
of, three fingers are to be put upon the vessel at the wrist; the 

41 

Physicians h el the puW at the wrist, ankles, temples; and some¬ 
times at tlie nose, or neck. 
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Jyst, next the hand, represents or indicates air or Brumha, 
second bile, or Vishnu; and the third Phlegm, (Maliesur or Siva). 

Should air be deranged in the vessels, sometimes it will be cured 
by pressing, champooing, or opening the vessel; or by perspiration 
or friction. These remedies must always be employd. 

When air, bile, and plilegm are deranged, and increased in quan¬ 
tity, they do not remain in the same vessels, but pass into different 
channels, as into those of one of the other fluid. 

The vessels carrying principally blood, are very red| but arc 
neither very hot nor cold. Some of these vessels may be opened, 
others cannot be opened with impunity. Should they be Wounded, 
the person will die, or the part will be rendered imperfect in its 
actions. 

There are four vessels which should not be opened in each extre¬ 
mity : — 

1 Ijal& d&ra 1 

2 Urbee 

1 Lohetaka 
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j-deep 


seated 


4 

There are in the trunk 136 vessels, of which 32 should not be 
opened ; 4 are in the buttocks ; 3 in each side of the spinal 
column ; in the belly 4 ; and in the breast 14. Above the clavicles 
50 are not to be opened. In the neck 16 ; in the jaw two on each 
side ; 4 below the tongue, 4 near the nose, 1 in the soft palate, 
one on each side of the eyes, and one in each ear, one iu each side 
of the forehead, two in the temples, two above it, one between the 
eyebrows ; and six in the upper part of the head. 

It is stated in some books that there are innumerable vessels 
consisting of those of a large and very small size, which are like 
decayed leaves in which the interstices of the leaves have been 
removed. They are said to form 3J eotees* of vessels, or 300 
lacks of all sizes and figures. These all arise from the navel. 

Damn nee vessels f. 

These include vessels and nerves ; by which the different func¬ 
tions of the body are performed. 


* One eotee is equal to one hundred lacks. 

t A tubular vessel of the body, as a vein, v rve, &c. Other shastr<\s 
sav that they proceed from the turtle situated in tin navel with f< ir 
lees* ten vessels from the proximal extremity, tui from the lower, two 
from’the mouth, and two from the anus (Tautrn). 


There are 24 of these vessels, which for the most part proceed 
from the navel. There are 10 that proceed upwards, ten down¬ 
wards, and two laterally. The upper ten perform the functions of 
hearing, touching, seeing, tasting, and smelling. They also perform 
breathing, gaping, sneezing, coughing, laughing, speaking, and cry¬ 
ing ; when these vessels approach the heart, the ten are divided into 
three each, forming thirty branches. Two of these are divided into 
twelve, of which two convey air, two bile, two phlegm, two blood, 
and two chyle. Eight others perform hearing, seeing, tasting, 
smelling, two being allowed for each function. By two speech is 
performed, two make a noise, two produce sleep, two waking, two 
convey tears, two the milk of the female, and two in the male 
convey semen. These constitute the upper vessels. 

The actions of the ten lower vessels, situated under the navel, 
are to carry the air of the abdomen, for acting on the urine, dejec¬ 
tions, semen, menses, and the like. They separate all these parts 
from each other; and by them the chyle is separated, and the body 
nourished, and retained in health. 

These ten vessels become thirty in the stomach (amasia) and 
intestines (pukasia); two of which convey air, two bile, two 
phlegm, two blood, two chyle, two the solid, and two the fluid food, 
two for the urinary organs, and two for producing the semen, and 
two for conveying it externally, two for the menses, and by two 
the dejections are discharged. 

From these, numerous other branches proceed; the whole body 
being enveloped by the branches proceeding from the four lateral 
trunks. These are innumerable and terminate in open orifices on the 
surface, and convey perspiration, retain the body in a healthy state, 
and by their communications convey external applications into the 
system. By these vessels feeling is produced, and by them the oil or 
water is drawn into the system, and they cool, refresh, and clean it. 

Srota (or canals). 

These vessels convey prana or vital air; the food (ouna) ; water 
(udn) ; chyle frusa) ; blood (rokta) ; fat of the flesh (mansha) ; urine 
(mutra) ; feces (purica); semen (sukru) ; and menses (artobo). 
From each of these numerous other vessels arise. 

Should the two vessels couveying life (prana) be wounded at the 
root; which is in the heart, the person scrauns, bends forward, be¬ 
comes delirious, shakes, reels, swoons, and often dies. Should the 
two vessels conveying food, the root of which arises from the 
iiomacli be wounded, the symptoms will be flatulency, p<dn in the 
abdomen, loss of appetite, vomiting, thirst, blindness, and death. 


There are two vessels, which convey Chyle, the roots of which 
are in the breast. If wounded the body dries up, and the same 
effects are produced as when the vessels conveying life are wounded: 
the person generally dies. 

There are two vessels for conveying blood , the roots of which 
are in the liver and spleen, and if they, or the roots of the other 
blood vessels are wounded, the person becomes of a pallid or gray 
colour, with fever ; much blood is lost, and the eyes become red. 

There are two vessels for conveying flesh, the roots of which are 
the veins (sira), and skin (twak), and the root of the vessels which 
convey blood which if wounded produce swelling, drying of the 
flesh, and enlargement of the vessels (sira) conveying blood (aneu¬ 
rism), and the person dies. 

For /a/ there are two vessels, the roots of which are in the sides 
and loins, and when wounded produce perspiration, coolness of 
the body, the palate dries, the body swells, and there is thirst. 

There are two vessels for conveying urine, the roots of which 
are in the bladder, and penis; and if wounded the bladder is dis¬ 
tended by the collection of urine, and the penis swells. 

There are two organs for containing dejections, one of which 
arises from Pakwasaya, and the other forms the anus. If wounded 
costiveness (finaha), and a bad smell are produced, and the intestines 
swell, or become knotted. 

The semen has two canals the roots of which are in the breast ; 
and two from the testicles. If wounded they produce impotency, 
and the semen is discharged very slowly, and is mixed with blood. 

The menses have two canals, the roots of which are the uterus, 
and the damanee vessels, which convey the menses. When wound¬ 
ed, they produce barrenness, and the menses cease. 

Section VIII. 

Cellular tissue, and fascia of the Body ( kald ). 

The cellular tissue connects, and surrounds, the different parts 
of the body, and separates the seven essential parts from each other. 
The tissues which thus retain the different parts of the body toge¬ 
ther are of seven kinds :— 

ls£. Mdnysadhard * is situated between the muscles, and in which 
the vessels (rugs) pass, and divide into branches, to nourish 
the neighbouring parts, as the lily rises from the ground, and re¬ 
ceives its nourishment from the water and earth. 

* From mangsa flesh, and dbara surrounds. 
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Raktadhara * in which the blood is contained, in the spleen 
and the liver. They retain the blood, as the juice of trees is retain¬ 
ed, and is discharged when cut into. 

3rd. Medodhara f is the organ in which all the fat is retained, 
the chief place of which is in the abdomen (the omentum). When 
the fat is contained in the bones it is called majtL 

4th. Sleshmadhara if which forms the bags containing the 
phlegm ; With which the joints are lubricated, and rendered supple ; 
as oil is applied for the movement of wheels. 

6th. Purishadhara , in which the dejections are retained in the 
abdomen, it is attached to the pakavasa, and is situated between the 
liver and the intestines. 

6tk. Pittadhara , or organ which receives from the stomach the 
four kinds of food, taken by sucking, dividing with the teeth, drink¬ 
ing, and licking. These kinds of food are digested by the heat of 
the bile (pittateja). 

7 th. Sukradkara retains the semen, whicli is dispersed over all 
the body with other fluids, in the same manner as milk contains 
butter, or the juice of sugar cane, sugar-candy. The principal seat 
of the semen, is two fingers breadth on each sides the neck of the 
bladder ; and the semen passes along the urinary passages, and is 
discharged in a state of pleasure. 


Section IX. 

Organs or Receptacles (asaya.) 

There are seven of these receptacles, with an additional three in 
Uhj female. They retain the Humours of the body in their respec¬ 
tive situations ; such as air, bile, and phlegm, blood, chyle, chyme, 
urine, and feces. 

The receptacle of the blood is the heart; under whicli the organ 
of phlegm is situated. Still lower down (distid) is situated the 
stomach (amasaya) between the breast and navel. Under which is the 
(pitt;isaya), receptacle of bile; below which is the receptacle of air 
(pavanasaya), or place for the excretions § ; and lie low that is 
the receptacle of urine (vasti or bladder). The female lias throe 
more receptacles ; the uterus, and two receptacles for milk, or tho 
Hi. an in 86. 

* Rnkta blood, and dhara retains. 

f Meda fit, and dhara retains. Mnja brain, saroia marrow. 

X Slerthma phlegm*, and dhara retain. 

5 Churaka divides these into large and small intestines, and gives each 
a nuuie. 
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Section X. 

Orifices of the Body . ( Bahisrota .) 

There are nine orifices in the body of the male ; the mouth, two 
nostrils, two ears, two eyes, the anus, and the urethra. 

Females have the orifices of the two mammae, and the vagina, 
more than those of the male. 

Section XL 
Shi (Tic ah ). 

The skin is said to be in a state of health when it is soft, and has 
much hair. The skin consists of seven layers, or membranes ; as milk 
when boiled, forms a coating like that of the skin. The skin ghc* 
the seven different kinds of colour to the body. 

lstf. Avabhtishini (cuticle) this is the external layer, and is trans¬ 
parent. Its thickness is about the eighteenth part of a grain of rice. 

2nd . Loliitd is the sixteenth part of a grain of rice in thickness. 

3rd. Sivctu is a membrane of a white colour, and is the thick¬ 
ness of the twelth part of a grain of rice. 

4th. Tdmra is of a copper colour, the thickness of an eighth, 
part of a grain of rice. 

o th. Vedini is the sensible part, and is the thickness of the fifth 
part of a grain of rice. 

6th. Rohini is the thickness of a grain of rice. 

These membranes are not found in the head or fingers, but are 
distinguisiiable when there is much flesh in the part examined, as 
the belly, extremities, &c. 

7th. Mangsadjiara. These parts of the body are innumerable, 
and retain the muscles in their places. 

Section XII. 

Supplimentary Parts . 

Principal tendons (kaudara) are sixteen in Number • 


To each foot two 4 

Do hands \ 

Neck, and front of the body t 

Back 4 




1 2 


Carried np 


16 
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s 5* v -^3<rom the tendons of the extremities the nails proceed. Those of 
the neck bind it to the trunk, and it is a tendon which extends to 
form the penis. 

The back and buttocks are bound together by mere tendons ; 
which pass down and form the testicles. 

There are also 16 Jala (like a net) and are formed of vessels, 
&c., which strengthen, and bind the joints; and six kurcha which 
form bundles of parts. 

Sebani (sowing or sutors), there are five sutors in the head, 
one in the frenum of the tongue, and one in the frenum of the Penis. 


Section XIII. 

Dissection of the Human Body . 

All the Rislns are said to have recommended the dissection 

the iminoi) body, as proper ami nmrcasary. Menu* the great 

legislator, and the one most respected by the Hindu sages, says 
( 80 ) “one who has touched a corpse, is made pure by bathing”; 
and again (77) “ should a Brahman touch a fresh human bone 
he is purified by bathing ; and if it be dry by stroking a cow, or 
by looking at the sun, having sprinkled his mouth duly with water.” 

Charaka , one of the munfs, and Physicians say, that a 
practitioner should know all the parts of the body, both ex¬ 
ternal and internal, and their relative positions with regard to each 
other. Without such a knowledge he cannot be a proper practitioner. 

Susnita , a Rishi of the highest rank, says that a jogi (a holy 
man) should dissect, in order that he may know the different 
parts of the human body ; and a surgeon and physician should not 
only know the external appearances, but internal structure of the 
body ; in order to possess an intimate knowledge of the diseases to 
which it h> liable, and to perform surgical operations so as to avoid 
the vital parts. It is by combining a knowledge of books with prac¬ 
tical dissection, that the practitioner will alone attain an intimate 
knowledge of the subject of his profession. 

The body which is to be examined by dissection should be that 
of a person who had neither been destroyed by jmison, nor had died 
of u long disease, as the structure of the body will be altered by 
the deleterious substance taken, or destroyed by the ravages of 
disease. In like manner the person should not have been >ery old ? 
and all the members should be in a perfect state. 

When a proper body for the purpose has been selected, the 
dejections are to be removed, the body washed, and placed in a 
frame work of wood, properly secured, by means of grass, hemp, 
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placed in still water, in a situa¬ 
tion in which it will not be destroyed by birds, fishes, or animals. 

It is to remain for seven days in the water, when it will have become 
putrid. It is then to be removed to a convenient situation, and 
with a brush, made of reeds, hair, or bamboo-bark, the body is to 
be rubbed so as, by degrees, to exhibit the skin, flesh, &c., which are 
each in their turn to be observed before being removed. In this 
manner the different corporial parts of the body already enumerated 
will be exhibited; but the life of the body is too etherial to be dis¬ 
tinguished by this process, and its properties must therefore be 
learned with the assistance of the explanations of holy medical 
practitioners, and prayers offered up to God, by which, conjoined 
with the exercise of the reasoning and understanding faculties, con¬ 
viction will be certain. 
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the like. The body is then to be 


CHAPTER V. 

Vital Parts {Marma). 

The description of these parts, and the consequences of their 
being wounded, afford a convincing proof of the great practical 
experience of the Hindu writers. The advantages of having a good 
and attentive medical attendant, compared with that of an ignorant 
one, is emphatically declared to be as great as the difference ^ 
the individual, being restored from weakness and deformity, or 
even from death after much suffering to perfect health. 

In Susruta the dangerous parts are all named and described ; 
and the necessity of avoiding them in operations pointed out. The 
consequence of wounds near the great toe in causing tetanus , in 
the palm of the hand, in producing such a degree of hemorrhage as 
will require amputation of the arm ; of the effects of wounds ol the 
testicle and groin, and of the fractured bones of the head and breast, 
which are tobe raised or removed, &c., are all stated in this pine 
tica lwork. 

There are five kinds of Vital parts :— 

Flesh has (mangsa marma) 1 

Vessels (sira marma) have 1 

Nerves and Ligaments (sn&yu marma). 1 

Bones (osti marma) 

Joints (sandhi marma) 

Carried up 
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Brought forward 

The following are the varieties of vital parts:_ 


Flesh has 21 

Vessels 42 

Tendons, nerves, and ligaments 27 

Bone g 

J oints 20 


Varieties of vital parts of the body. 

These parts are also divided as follows : _ 

In each leg there are 11, in both 
In each arm 11, do. 

In the abdomen (udara) there are 3, and in the 
thorax 9 

In the back there are 
Above the trunk 


22 

22 

12 

14 

37 


107 


107. 


V ital parts of the distid extremities . 

1 . Kipra. The space between the great toes, and the one next 
“» if wounded or bruised, the person will die with tetanus. Ilence 

of a serpent is very dangerous in this part. 

2 . Talakridaya. Under and behind the 4 th and 5 th toe. If 
wounded death will be produced with great suffering. 

3. Kurcha, above the Kipra, and on each side of it. If wound¬ 
ed there will be an unsteadiness of the foot. 

ing KuTchasiTa > under the ankles, it will produce pain and swell- 

.i. Galpha, the ankle joint, which produces pain, and the joint 
becomes stiff, and the person lame. 

IfP f°"? tlM * anteri0r and posterior part of the leg. 

If blood flows largely, the person will die. 

* Vitel PUrt ^ ^ knee - WhCn hurt ’ * P^duce 

8 . A m Marina Three fingers iu si Z e above the knee. When 
funded it will be followed by much swelling and stiffness of the 

thethigh ' Ifw ° uuded much hemorrha « e 
10 . Uhitaka a little above the last, and below the groin. 
X:r ed ’ ^ Teat hemorrhage, paralysis of that side 
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- X1 . Vitapa. If the part between the testicles and groin be 
wounded, the person will become powerless with a loss of 
semen. 

Both upper extremities have the same vital parts as the lower, 
differing only slightly from each other. 


Vital parts of the Trunk . 

1. Guda. If that in the anus be hurt, it will soon kill the person. 

2. Basti , or urinary bladder, if wounded the person will soon 
die, excepting lifter the extraction of the stone. If one side be 
wounded, a fistula will form, but the person will not die. Should 
the vital parts in both sides be wounded, the person will die. 

3. Ndhhiy between amasia and Pukasia, when wounded where 
the vessels originate, the person will die. 

4. Hridaya or heart, which is between the two breasts within 
the thorax. If wounded the person will soon die. 

5 Stanamida is in two parts, situated below the breast; and 
is two fingers breadth in size. If w'ounded death will be produced 
by the severe cough, and asthma thus produced. 

6. Stanarohita, above the breast two fingers breadth, if wound¬ 
ed severe cough and asthma will take place, by the visera being 
filled up with blood. 

7. Apaldpay in the axilla. When wounded under the axilla, a 
great discharge of blood and pus will precede death. 

Vital parts of the Back . 

Should the loins on each side of the back (Kotcekotorna) bo 
wounded above the sacrum, from the blood lost, the person will 
become of a yellow or bad colour, and die. 

1. Apastamba. The two vessels which convey bayu in the chest. 
If wounded cough and asthma will produce death. 

2. Kakundara. The side of the spine near the buttocks when 
wounded is followed by a loss of feeling, and the person cannot 
move the inferior parts of the body, which become paralized. 

3. JSiiamba. When the sensible parts of 1 the two buttocks 
have been wounded, the lower limb shrinks up, and becomes weaken¬ 
ed, and the person dies. 

4. Parstcasandu is situated on each side of the trunk and lower 
part of the abdomen (iliac region); when wounded the person 
will die, from the flow of blood from the organs. 

o. Vrihati , on each side of the spine, near the breast; the 
raun if wounded there, will die from the great hemorrhage. 
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Angsafalaka ,• at the upper part of the spinal column, when 
wounded, the arm becomes insensible, immoveable, and dries up. 

7. Angsa. If the shoulder joint be wounded it disables the arm. 

Vital parts above the trunk. 

There are 37 vital parts above the trunk ; of which two are on 
each side of the trachea. There are four vessels called neela (blue) 
and two (manya) ; which if wounded or bruised the person cannot 
speak, or the voice becomes changed, and he loses his taste. 

2. Sira Matrika , on each side of the neck, there are two 
vessels; if wounded the person will soon die. 

3. Krikatika , or the joint between the head and neck, if 
wounded, the head is always in motion. 

4. Bidura, under the lobe of the ear, if wounded the person 
becomes deaf. 

5. Faria, should the inside of the two nostrils be wounded, he 
cannot smell. 

6. Apanga, below the extremities or above the eyebrows, if dis¬ 
eased or wounded the person will become blind. 

7. Abarta, above the eyebrows, if wounded, they produce blind¬ 
ness, and diseases of the eye. 

8. Sangkha, the temples, if wounded the person will soon die. 

9. Utkhapa, above the temples, if wounded, the individual will 
live as long as the instrument is in the wound, but if removed he 
will die. Should it be allowed to remain, and medicine be given 
to discharge the instrument it may drop out of the wound, and the 
person may live. 

10. Sthapani. Between the eyebrows, the same effects will be 
produced as in the last case. 

11. Simanta, the five joints of the head, if wounded, will pro¬ 
duce fear, insensibility, madness, and death. 

12. Sringataka, should the vessels at the union of the eyes, 
nose, ears, and tongue be wounded, the person will soon die. 

13. Adhipati, inside of the upper part of the head, at the 
passage of the vessel along the bone (lateral sinus) wounds will 
toon destroy the person. 

In operations, sensible parts arc to be avoided and a surgeon 
and Physician should know all these parts. 

"When a number is cut off, the parts contract, and less blood will 
oft.n flow; but if wounded in a vital part it will generally cause 
neath, by the number of vessels that are divided, while the deranged 
an pioduces much pain, 1 he person dies in such cuses, as a tree 




2!!yw|lHiie if the roots he divided. Hence if the vital parts be wounded, 
as in the palm of the hand, the arm is to be amputated to save the 
individual’s life. Should a person live after such injuries, the parts 
will be left in a state of weakness, and his recovery will depend 
entirely upon the skill of his medical attendant. 

If a bone of the head or breast be broken, it is to be raised or 
removed by the assistance of instruments. Wounds of the legs 
or arms will not be fatal, if the vital parts have escaped. In these 
vital parts the qualities of the moon, air, strength (tej), and raja, 
satwa, and tama gun, and also life (Jiv&tma) arc retained in consi¬ 
derable quantities. Hence, the fatal effects which usually occur from 
injuries of these parts. The senses become imperfect or destroyed, 
the understanding becomes changed, and various kinds of pain are 
produced in such wounds, followed by death. When the fatal 
termination of wounds of vital parts is prevented at the time 
of the injury, death will be produced, some days after, with much 
suffering and weakness. In those situations, where injuries do not 
produce fatal consequences, but an imperfect action of the part, they 
are cured by the skill and care of the snrgeon. By wounds in such 
situations death is produced on the instrument being withdrawn, by 
the escape of air (vayu), &c. If wounded near a vital part, and 
there is a bad surgeon, the person will become a cripple. 

There are five varieties, or degrees, of vital parts. In one 
variety the person when .founded dies quickly, of which there arc 
19 ; another in a few daj s, of which there are 33 ; one when an 
external substance enters, it produces a fatal effect, as soon as it 
is withdrawn, there are 3 such parts ; another kind produces 
lameness, 44 are of this kind ; another produces only pain, of which 
there are 8. 

When any of these parts are injured, it destroys the individual, 
from the portion of life it contains. Those that produce death 
suddenly, have the quality of fire and, like it, quickly destroy. 4 he 
kind that destroy life only on the instrument being withdrawn, 
which had inflicted the wound, is in consequence of the part having 
the qualities of air (vuvu) : In this case, the external instrument 
closes up the air, &c.; and as soon as it is removed they escape, and 
the person dies. 4 hat which produces pain and lameness lias 
the qualities of the moon ; as it is cool, and.steady and retains lifo 
That which produces pain lias the quality of fire and air ; by 
increasing which, th< pain is produced. Some Pundits suppose that 
pain is produced by the injury of the five cltim-utb. 

When the five varieties, of sensible parts the vessels, &i\, 
are wounded ; the effect is increased by the number, and tho 
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^person dies. If only four are wounded, lie will live a few daysi 
When three are wounded, and the instruments removed, the person 
will die soon after its extraction. If two are injured, an imperfect 
action of the part will be the consequence; and if only one be in¬ 
jured, there will only be pain. 

These four varieties of vessels are generally contained in sensible 
parts ; and retain the body in a healthy state : but if the sensible 
parts are wounded, the air is increased ; it passes through the four 
species of vessels, produces much pain, and causes fainting, and 
death. Should an external substance be required to be withdrawn 
from a wound, the surgeon must first carefully observe the sensi¬ 
ble parts, and then remove the instrument. If the vital parts are 
wounded towards their centre it will produce death in a few 
days ; and it will produce an imperfect action of the part, when 
wounded on one side. Those vital parts which produce death 
on the instrument being discharged, when wounded near the 
edge, will give much pain. The other parts give much pain when 
wounded directly ; but will produce little pain if wounded on 
one side. 

The same symptoms and consequences will take place should 
the parts be lacerated, crushed, or burnt, as when wounded with a 
cutting instrument. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Spiritual part of the body. 

Life ( Prana ) consists in the combination of the soul ( bhutdtrna 
puruslia, jh atma ) ; the mind (manah) ; the five senses (Indriya) ; and 
the thn c qualities of goodness, passion, and incline . 1 a, (Sat wa, Raja, 
and Tama) 

The soul (purasha) is a shadow or emanation from God (Paramat- 
ma, Isliwar), the eternal, who is without beginning or end, is invisi¬ 
ble, immortal, and is only known by reflection. When it bedews the 
five elements it produces the living body, and becomes by its actions 
evident. It is liable to decrease, and is influenced by medicine. 
There is no difference between the human saul and the soul of the 
fr’irld ; this being only the exterior and condescending manifesta- 
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of God, while tlic Iiuman soul is its reflection into itself and 
its elevation above itself is the Divine soul. The presence of the 
soul is necessary to animate the body; is full of knowledge and hap¬ 
piness, and is possessed of judgment. It produces waking and sleep¬ 
ing ; and combined with mind is like a coachman who directs the 
senses, and regulates the body, suffering from its wickedness, or 
enjoying its beatitude. The soul is always in a state of purity, when 
separated from the body; but neither acts usefully, nor otherwise, 
useless when united with mind, and the female energy (prakriti). 

When the soul enters the embryo it forms the knowledge (vidya), 
and ignorance (avidyd), wickedness, &c., of that individual. In some 
medical works the soul is represented to exist in beasts, animals, 
and demigods according to its conduct in former states of existence! 
When the soul (Jlvdtma) has bedewed the body with its twenty 
four qualities, it performs all the corporeal functions, and sensible 
actions; as vision, hearing, touch, &c. ; and by it we speak and act. 
If it acts on good works, the person will be good, and his soul 
will go to heaven after death. 

When the soul is united with the mind (manah); it produces 
desire, activity, enmity, happiness, grief, misery, intelligence, 
exertion, judgment, memory, dexterity, and useful knowledge. 
It produces expiration and inspiration, closing and opening the 
eyelids, understanding, reflection, consideration, memory, the 
exercise of the arts, and performs the action of the senses. 

The mind (manah) is a quality or power of the soul by which 
the person thinks and reasons. It is incomprehensible, and is known 
by its actions through those of the senses. As it is single only, one 
sense can act at the same time, as it requires the presence of the 
mind for the comprehension of any thing, and the understanding 
with ideas of its own operations. 

The mind is chiefly situated in the head, between the eyebrows; 
others suppose that it is in the heart, and resembles the ligU of a 
lamp, by which the person knows, sees, hears, tastes, and moves. 
It proceeds from itself, as the silk worm weaves its thread from it¬ 
self, and forms its own house, which it regulates, and in which the 
different qualities (guns) are produced. When disposed to separate 

from the body it is drawn back by those qualities, as a loadstone 
retains a piece of iron, by their mutual influences ; in which situa¬ 
tion it remains immoveable. (Tantra). 

Some Pundits say that the soul (Jivftru.t ?) and the mind (innnuh) 
are the same esseuce ; as there can be no soul without mind, nor 
mind without, the soul. 

The five elements form the five organs of sense, dndriya) as the 
J 2 
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nose, ears, &c. ; the five objects of sense (Indriyartha), as sound 
smell, 8cc. ; and the five perceptive judgments. Above these is placed 
the mind, which is incomprehensible by them, and is alone rendered 
evident through the action of the senses. These are deranged by too 
great or too little exercise, while moderate exercise retains them in 
good health. 

From these remarks it appears that the soul, the emanation from 
the deity, united with the mind and senses, perform all the vital 
actions of the body. The body, mind, and soul are considered, 
therefore, as the three pillars which support the living system. 


CHAPTER. VII. 

Nature of Temperaments. 

The opinion of the Hindus as to the formation, and condition 
of the world, afforded a natural means of explaining the tempera¬ 
ments, or peculiar qualities, of the body. The predominance of 
one or more of the humours ; and the qualities of goodness, passion, 
and inertness, explained the peculiarities of habit, and character ; 
and, as more shades were observed, in these the simple excess of 
one or more of these agents, were explained by their peculiar mixtures 
which produced the dispositions of the Gods, sages, demons, and the 
lower animals. The latter being only supposed to be inferior states 
of the animal body, which in a higher condition form man. These 
explain the theory of the temperaments found in Hindu Medical 
works. 

At the time of the mixture of semen and female blood whatever 
humour, whether air, bile, and phelgm, is in excess produces that 
particular temperament. Hence there are seven temperaments, 

anotluif of bile, and a third 
of phlegm ; a fourth, fifth, and sixth, from an excess of two of these 
humours ; and a seventh temperament is produced by an excess of 
three humours, air, bite and phlegm. 

1. When air is in excess the person is not inclined to sleep, or 
to become warm. 11 is disposition is bad, and he becomes a thief; is 
proud, and has no honor ; is always singing and dancing ; his hand* 
and foot split, his hair and nails are dry, and ho is always angry and 
boisterous. He speaks untruths, he is always grinding his teeth and 
biting his nails, he is always impatient, is not a firm friend, is 
changeable, and forgets good actions. His body is slender and dry, 






always walks fast, is always in motion, and his eyes are always 
rolling. He dreams that he is flying about the air, friends are few 
and his riches of little value. Such persons as have an excess of air 
have the disposition of the goat, jackall, hare, camel, dog, vulture, 
crow, and ass. 

2nd. A person with an excess of bile perspires much, and he has 
a bad smell. Ilis skin is of a yellowish colour, his flesn . it ; 
his nails, eyes, ptdlet, tongue, lips, and the palms of liis hands, 
and soles of his feet are of a copper colour ; his fortune is bad, 
and his hair becomes soon gray, the upper part of his head 
bald, and his skin wrinkled as if by age. He eats much, and 
dislikes warm articles of food, is soon angry, and is as soon pacified, 
is of moderate strength, and does not live long. His memory is 
good, he is a good man of business, and speaks accurately, and to 
the purpose. His appearance is fine, and in company he excells 
iu speaking. He dreams of gold, and yellow flowers, fire, lightning 
and falling meteors, dislikes saluting a person, and is angry at 
others not doing so, is never content, &c. Ilis disposition resembles 
serpents, owls, cats, monkies, tigers, and bears. 

3rd. Phlegm in excess produces a light greenish or blue colour 
of the body. The person’s fortune is propitious, he is pleasant to 
look on and handsome, likes sweet things, is grateful, constant, just, 
and forgiving, and is not covetous, is strong and understands with 
difficulty, and is an implacable enemy. His eyes are white, his hair 
is fine, black, and waving. He is wealthy, and his voice is strong 
and loud. He dreams of lilies, geese, and large fine tanks. The 
angles of his eyes are red, his colour pleasing, and his members 
are well formed. His regard mild, Ids disposition is very good 
(satwaguna), and he is charitable. He is active, honors respect¬ 
able persons, and is kind to them; and knows the sciences. Jle 
retains his friend, and health remains constant ; he is careful, but 
gives much. lie is of the nature of Bramha, Indra, Shiva, and 
Varuna ; of lions, horses, elephants, cows, and bulls, and of the bird 
upon which Vishnu rides (Garura) (something between a man, and a 
bird like a goose). 

V hen two or three humours are in excess, they arc known bv 
the combination of the two or three classes of symptoms. 

Some suppose that the disposition is derived from the elements 
of the body. In this case air, fire, and water resemble the tempor- 
meuts of air, bile, and phlegm ; and the temperament of earth 
produces a large and strong bod)', and the person can suffer much. 
When there is an excess of pun- ether tie man is holy, lives lon*jf, 
and the external openings oi the body are large. The disposition 
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.ividuals are either satwa, raja, or tama ; that is 
donate, or inert. 

When the qualities of the Gods predominate in the embryo, the 
following will be the indications. When the qualities of the God 
Bramha predominates in the body, the person will remain clean, 
religious, and learned in the Vedas ; is charitable, hospitable, per¬ 
forms ceremonies, and prays to his Guru. 

If the quality of Indra be in excess in the body at conception ; 
the individual will be great, magestic, and powerful, and employs 
many dependants. 

If the qualities of neptune ( Vciruna) be in excess he is always 
desirous of cool things, is patient under suffering, is of a yellowish 
colour, and his hair is like that of a lion. He speaks pleasantly or 
kindly. 

The qualities of the God ot riches (Kuvera') predominating, 
the person will be a peace maker, have much wealth, have 
many children, will be careful, rich, and fond of collecting 
wealth. 

With the disposition of the God of music ( Ganddharva) predomi¬ 
nates, the person will have a desire for good smelling things, and 
flowers, and will be always wishing to dance, sing, and play 

The disposition of the angel of death (Varna), or judge after 
death., are as follows : The person acts agreeable to orders, and acts 
properly, has no fear, has memory, is always clear, is not angrv, is 
not ignorant, has no hatred. 

The person with a disposition of the sages (Ilishis) is always 
pronouncing the names of the Gods ; follows the orders of the 
shastres, and always remains pure and prays frequently. He has 
much knowledge, especially of the arts. When the Satwa gun 

predominates in the embryo, the individual will possess these qua- 
litics. 1 

The had in disposition are thoaein whom the qualities of the demons 
( Is: , as) predominate. These persons will be very rich, and inspire 
tcn r ! they are great warriors, fierce, and always inclined to oppress 
people. The eat once a duy, and require good things and never 
perform the usual ceremonies, on such occasions. 

With the qualities of Serpents, such persons are always hot, 
me joi.glcrs, fearful, fierce, forget persons, and do not act fairly. 

JUnts. A person with this disposition is not inclined to change 
ln< work , indulges in lust, is always eating, angry, and restless. 

Ilnhfojnm or Giants. Such a person is constant to one work, he 
produces fear, and calumniates, act* unfairly to others, and he, 
nu cli pride. 
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Pihsdch or devil. The person always wants to eat the fragments 
of others meals, is of a hot disposition ; rejoices in wickedness, is 
courageous, and has no shame. 

Preta (demon). His disposition is difficult to discover. The per¬ 
son is always lazy, and always wishing to act improperly, is covetous, 
and is not generous. The above six disposition have much passion. 

Persons with much of the qualities of Beasts (.Pasku gana\ have 
a bad memory and act badly ; they are always dreaming that they are 
with women : do not work themselves, and entice others from work. 

One with the disposition of Fish is always changing, has no sense, 
is always fearful, always wants water, and will injure others. 

Men having the disposition of Trees , always wish to remain in 
one place, are always eating, w ill not work. 

A physician is to notice such dispositions, and in his practice to 
act so as to remove an excess, or increase a deficiency. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Ages. 

There are three ages, childhood (Balya), manhood (madhya), and 
decrepitude (varddluikya). 1st. childhood extends to the loth year, 
and is distinguished b^ three stages :— 

a. Period of suckling to 1 year. 

h . The period in which milk and rice are the food ; which extends 
to the second year. 

c. When the food is rice ; which extends from the 3rd to the loth 
year, during wluch time Phlegm is in excess. 

2nd. Manhood (madhya) extends from the 16th to the 70th year ; 
and is divided into four periods. 

ft. \ riddhi or growth, which extends from the 16th to the 20th 
year. 

b. Jauvanu. From the 20th to the 30lh year. 

c. Sampii.rnata, from the 30th to the 40th year; when all 
the humours, senses, strength, (bala) are in their full developsuont. 

d. Hdni. from the 40fch to the 70th year; when nil the powers 
of the organs are gradually diminishing. Bile is at this period iu 
excess. 

3rd. Decrepitude ( I drddhakya) extends from the 70th \ car till 
the person’s death ; during which the humours, senses, .trength. and 
animation diminish daily. The muscles become soft, and flaccid, 
the hair turns gray, and falls off, the hods Ik omes bent, and the 
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is afflicted with coughing, asthma, and other such diseases, 
e cannot perform any work ; and other signs of decrepitude appear; 
like an old house in the rainy season with many props. In this 
period of life, air is in excess, and nervous diseases prevail. 

It is supposed the male at 2d, and the female at 16 years of age, 
arrive at their perfection in figure and strength. 

In youth and in old age, the application of fire, caustics (actual 
and potential cauteries), blisters, &c., and the use of strong purgatives 
are to be avoided; or when required they are to be administered in 
a weaker form than usual, and administered by degrees. There are 
likewise fat, thin, and middle sized individuals. In the first the 
humours are to be diminished ; in the second increased ; and in the 
third the humours are to be preserved in the same state. Some of 
these th i n persons are strong, and fat individuals weak. Among 
all the principles of our treatment the strength of the person should 
first be observed ; as without it, the administration of many medi¬ 
cines, and the performance of operations is improper. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

On death ( Mrityu ) 

Death is the separation of the soul from tin body ; of which there 
are one hundred and one ways in which a person may die; one of which 
at the time appointed, is natural death, which takes place about the 
hundredth year of age; the others are accidental, wliich occur 
from numerous causes, as bad living, intemperance, poisons, tire, 
lightning, drowning, sin, &c.; these are to be guarded against 
by care, medicines, and prayers. Man is like a coachman driving 
rriage; if this be well made, and it’ ha continue to drive 
cautiously, it will go a long time; but, if he drives it upon bad 
roads, the wheels will get injured, and the carriage will be soon 
worn out. 

Should he indulge too much in the gratification of the senses, he 
will d’u like a deer, which is supposed to be deluded to its destruction 
by the sweet sounds of the lute which the hunters use ; should he 
indulge in lust, like the Elephant m sight, like the butterfly in ap¬ 
proaching the lamp; in smell, like the bee wdiicli is inclosed and 
i‘ d in the flower, which has Attracted, it by it* siucll: ill |A 
1; ke the fi.nl i by the fisherman's hook: So beware of indulging too 
pun U in any of the pleasures of sense, else it will lead, in like 
manner, to your destruction I 
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Death is always near ; and when it occurs, nothing but the sins and 
virtuous actions which have been performed, accompany the soul*. 
“ When a person leaves liis corpse, like a log or a lump of clay, 
on the ground, his kindred retire with averted faces ; but his virtue 
accompanies liis soul. Continually, therefore, let him collect virtue, 
for the sake of securing an inseparable companion with which he 
may traverse a gloom, how hard to be traversed ! For, in his passage 
to the next world, neither liis father nor his mother, nor his wife, 
nor his son, nor liis kinsmen, will remain in liis company: his virtue 
alone will adhere to him. Single is each man born ; single he dies ; 
single he receives the reward of his good, and single the punish¬ 
ment of his evil deeds f.” 

The wise and foolish, the great in rank, the low in condition, 
all die in the same way. As a rich man has more foresight than the 
poor and ignorant, so the former is more anxious about his death, 
which must happen to all ; but it is the holy man who has least 
dread of its occurrence, as being more prepared than others for the 
necessary change. 

After death, the body is like a house without a tenant; and the 
live elements slowly separate and join their like ; the atoms of 
earth join the earth, the watery mix with water, &c. Death is there¬ 
fore called in Sanscrit Panchatica , or separation and passage to the 
five elements. To promote this separation of the elements after death, 
which would be defiled ; f buried, and to purify them in their passage 
from the body, so as to enable the earth, air, fire, water, and ether, 
of which the body is composed, to join the mass of the same ele¬ 
ments which compose the world, the bodies of Hindus are burnt. 
“ What then dies ? not the body, for it only changes its form ; 
and certainly not the soul! Why then regret the death of relations 
and friends, if they have passed through life with propriety ! such 
grief is indeed natural, for it is universal, but it is the offspring of 
our igoranoe and our selfishness. 

As the body is continually changing in its progress through life, so 
death is merely one of these changes. The body is frail, but the 
soul is incorruptible. Some say that an infant is born, that a person 


* “ A mansion infested by ne;e and by sorrow, the sent of mala dies, ha¬ 
rassed with p ins, haunted with the qualities of darkness, and incapable 
of standing lone* , such a mansion of the vital soul let its occupier always 
cheerfully quit*’ Menu, Ch. vi § 77 p. 183. 

\ Menu Chap. IV § 239 , 240 , 241, 243. The same idea is the.: ex¬ 
pressed in another Sanscrit work. u The wise n in meditates on the ac¬ 
quisition of knowledge and riches, as if not sul ectto sickness or death ; 
and cultivates virtue as if death had already aeited him by the hair.*' 
(Uitopadesha), 
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; that this one is the murderer, and that body the murdered : 
hut these are foolish exclamations ! The body is alone destroyed, 
not the soul ; as it only changes its position, like a person who 
casts off his worn-out garments. Cutting instruments may wound 
him, water may purify him, and air may dry him up, but the soul 
remains always the same. Those who are born must die, and who¬ 
ever dies must be bom again ; and as the elements were invisible 
and separated, before the formation of the body, in like manner 
they are again separated and dispersed upon its dissolution. 

At the moment of death the material elements of the body sepa¬ 
rate, and the vital soul, which has an invisible body (linga sharira), 
resembles the form of the body it liad inhabited, and retains the 
organs of sense and of action. On separating from one, it joins itself 
to another, and according to the actions the person had performed 
in his former state of existence, so will be his future condition. 
As a sced of an inferior or superior order, so will the plant be ; 
thus may the soul animate a man who will grow old in a de¬ 
formed and diseased body ; with a mind wicked and miserable. 
This union of the liberated soul, and its juncture with the seed 
of another body, takes place immediately ; as a leech on leaving one 
piece of grass, must immediately attach itself to another. Thus 
that immutable Power, by acting and reposing alternately, revivifies 
and destroys, in eternal succession, this whole assemblage of im¬ 
moveable and locomotive creatures. 

Beatitude is to be obtained by the coercion of the members, by 
abstaining from hinting and afflicting, or giving pain id sentient 
creatures ; when the individual becomes fit for immortality.” Menu, 
§ GO. \\ hen the vital soul has been purified by the good deeds which 
lm\i. occurred in the body, it is absorbed into tluit supreme essence, 
the divine soul of all beings, which withdraws his energy, and placidly 
slumbers. Menu adds—“ Let him not wish for death let him not 
life ; let him expect M* appointed time, as a hired M ; 
expects his wages.” (Chap. VI. § 4d, page 178). 




BOOK III 


THERAPEUTICS. 

The Hindu sages suppose that diseases are either produced by sins 
committed in a former state of existence ; by derangements of the 
humours ; or by the combination of these two causes. The former 
class can only be removed by certain sacrifices, prayers, penances, 
and gifts ; the second class only, are those which may be removed by 
the employment of remedies. By this means, the physician knows 
that when a disease does not yield to the employment of proper re¬ 
medies, it must belong to the first class of diseases and will be only 
cured by the means prescribed in such cases. The third class of di¬ 
seases are produced by a combination of sins and derangement of 
humours; these require for their cure the employment of prayers, 
and of a proper course of medicine. 

The means employeci by the physician for curing diseases, will be 
considered under the following heads. 

lstly —Hygcology or regimen. 

2ndly —Materia Medica and Pharmacy, or preparation of Medi¬ 
cal agents; and, 

3dly— Surgery , or all manual applications for the cure of inju¬ 
ries and diseases. 


CHAPTER I. 

Hygcology, 

The Hindu Legislators appear to have been convinced, at a very 
early period, of the importance of a knowledge of the means of pre¬ 
serving health, as we find vinous law: were enacted for tbj* pur 
pose ; and in order to enforce these precept* among a rude people, 
incapable of appreciating their importance, imd disinclined'to obey 
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i, religion was employed to afford its powerful assistance. This ex¬ 
plains the numerous precepts of Hygeine which we find in the sacred 
works of the most ancient people ; and which necessarily vary in their 
nature with the climate, and the character and habits of the people. 
In the sacred works of the Hindus, these laws are so numerous 
that it is impossible that any single individual should follow them. 
On this account they are probably more generally neglected than 
they would have been had the catalogue been less numerous. A fact 
much to be regretted, since the climate requires so much more at¬ 
tention to Hygeine than a more temperate one. The most important 
Hygeian precepts will be considered under the heads of relative and 
personal precepts. 


Section I. 

Relative duties . 

Climate of India .— The extensive country known among the an¬ 
cients by the title of India within the Ganges, has been famous, 
from the earliest ages, for the wisdom of its sages, the richness of 
its productions, and the fertility of its soil. It is now named Hin¬ 
dustan*, and is bounded by the River Indus on the west, and north 
by the Himalaya mountains; on the south by the Indian ocean, and 
on the east by the hills and forests of Assam. From the magnifi¬ 
cent range of Mountains in the north, Hindustan consists mostly o£ 
extensive plains, which possess a rich and black loam, consisting 
of clay with a considerable proportion of silieious sand, fertilized by 
various saltand by decayed animal and vegetable matter where it is 
watered by the Ganges. In other part - of the Panjab, in Bengal, and 
the adjacent provinces, there is a considerable extent of clayey soil. 
In Sind and Gujerat the soil is sandy, and in Malwa a rich deep bbu k 
mould prevails. The soil is generally unproductive in Gundwana, 
and Orissa ; and near the coasts,of ti:e Malabar and Coromandel sides, 
the soil is sandy and generally von poor, while the Table land of 
tie Peninsula of India is gener alb fertile. The eastern part of Hin- 
dttftan is intersected by numerous h - £ large riv : . which 

* The word Uh l, from whence Hindu and Hindustan are derived, ia 
of P -raian origin, from Hindu, Unci:, or dark and ut’hnu, n place, or 
country of black a. Others suppose it mnv have btcu derived iioiu Hind , 
the oupposed son of Jlcm } the son of Noah. 
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rigate the rich plains of Baliar, and at not a very distant period 
seems to have formed, from its rich deposits, the large, flat and fruit¬ 
ful province of Bengal, to which the following remarks principally 
apply : 

In the Hindu medical works three climates are mentioned, the 
moist, the hot, and the mixed, or temperate. 

The moist country (Anupa) is distinguished by having mucli water 
upon its surface, by being intersected by rivers and being irre¬ 
gular in its surface, with liigli mountains, and tall trees. In such 
a climate the air is cool, and the wind temperate. There lillies 
and other water flowers abound ; geese, ducks, cranes, and other 
such birds are common ; and fish and serpents are numerous. In 
such a situation the inhabitants are unhealthy, and are short-lived. 
There diseases of air and phlegm abound, and the inhabitants are 
fat, indolent, and weak. In such situations the juices of the 
body require to be dried by the use of hot, dry, and light food, in 
small quantities; so as to strengthen the internal fire. 

The second or Hilly country (Jangala), is cliaracterized by the 
heat of the air, and by the prevalence of hot winds, by large and 
arid plains covered with dwarf trees and prickly shrubs, growing 
at a distance from each other. In such a country there is little 
water upon the surface, and it can only be obtained by digging wells. 
In such a vliiiuirc tiie bamboi da (Calotropie gigantea), the 

kul (Zizyplms Jujuba). Yagyadumur (Ficus glomerata), the Gab and 
Kcuduka (Diospyros glutinosa and Diospyros mclanoxylon), and the 
like trees are found. The inhabitants of such climates are remark¬ 
able for having little muscle, for having large bones, and being good 
workmen. The diseases of air and bile are most frequent ; but the 
climate is healthy, and the inhabitants are long-lived. 

When the two above climates are found in the same country it 
is called mixed, or temperate (Sadharana). The heat and cold are 
more equable, the derangements of the air, bile, and phlegm arc 
equalized, and the climate is favourable to life. The inhabitants of 
such a fortunate region are stronger, more vigorous and healthy, 
than in either of the other two climates. It is, however, worthy of 
remark that a person who is attentive to his regimen may five with 
impunity in any of the a hove climates. 

When a person is born in a particular climate, and has air, bile, 
and phlegm deranged, ongoing to a worse one, the?derangement of 
the humours increases and will destroy the person ; or if he 
jouruit 0 to another mal better climat'' the tendency to disease will 
be removed. 

Whatever is the custom of a climate as to food, clothing, &c.. 
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be followed, when the change will not produce any bad effect. 
If the disease is recent, and the individual strong, it will he cured 
easily ; but this will be retarded or promoted, by the'predisposition 
of the climate and season to affect such diseases. A complicated 
disease will always be cured with great difficulty. When one 
remedy does not produce the expected good effect, another should 
be substituted for it. But if a remedy does some good, it should 
be continued, in preference to a hundred others which have not been 
tried. If no other treatment can be devised in sucli severe diseases, 
the one adopted should be continued. The remedies must be varied 
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according to the climate, season, age, and constitution ot 


the 


affected person. If this is not observed, bad effects will follow, and 
other disorders will be produced. 

Time (kala) like a God is produced perfect in root, stem, and 
branches. It has neither beginning nor end ; or is like a wheel which 
is always turning. It produces life and death, and the good and 
bad qualities of every thing, excepting that indiatingiiishable some- 
thing, called the ultimate elements of the world (Param&nu), from 
whence another world will be ultimately formed. 

2nd. Of Time and of the seasons. Time is divided as follows :— 
lo winks of the eye are equal to a kashiha; 30 kashtha 1 Kahi; 20 
kalas 1 Jluhtirta; and 30 Muhurtas to a day and a night; 15 days 
1 Paklisa or fortnight; one of winch is the dark (Krishna) and the 
other light (Shukla) ; 2 Paksha 1 month (mesa); 2 months are equal 
to one Ritu or season ; 3 Rita 1 Ayana; 2 Ayana 1 year ; and five 
yem\> make one Vug. The sun forms the di lag qualities of 

the seasons. It dries the Earth, which is softened by the moon ; and 
with the assistance of wind it promotes the growth, and life of 
organized matter. 

Seasons (ritu) are divided into uttar ay ana , when the sun is sup¬ 
posed to be north of the equator; and Dahhsinttyanci , the six 
months when it is supposed to be south of the equator. 

The Foasons are six in number, each consisting of two siderial 
month *aeh. The succession of them is always the same; but the 
vicissitudes of climate in them will depend on the position of the 
Equinoctial colure. Sometimes the year is reckoned by Ayana , 
from September (Shravan), and January (in&gha). 

a. i Skishira, (Magha ami Plmlguna or Jan—vy and 

February), during which warm clothing is to be used. Air is in excess 
during this season ; when the broths of animals, fish, amphibious 
annuals, and substances mixed with ghee, arc to be taken. 1 he wine 
called Sidhu is to be used, and honey mixed with wain , milk -md 
dilli rent sweetmeats ; fat, and new rice ; and wane waiter is always to 
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be used. The body should be well rubbed with oil, which should also 
be applied to the head. The person should sleep in a room near the 
centre of the house, so as to be warm, and removed from the wind. 
Warm clothing should always be used during this season. The 
food should be in small quantities, and hot and dry substances 
should be avoided. 

b. Spring Months, Vascinta (March and April). All orga¬ 
nized bodies are generated during this, or the spring season. The 
air is then clear, flowers are numerous, and the country looks beau¬ 
tiful, with the new leaves on the trees; and man is cheered by the 
song of birds and the hum of bees. The south wind now begins to 
blow. In this season the pldegm predominates, and its diseases ap¬ 
pear. The internal fire is diminished. Emetics and purgatives shuuld 
be employed, and heavy, oily, and sweet substances are to be avoid¬ 
ed, and sleeping in the day time should also be guarded against. 
Bodily exercise should be used. Tepid water should be used for 
every purpose, and the body should be rubbed with sandal and other 
fragrant woods. Use barley and wheat, the flesh of deer, hares, and 
wild fowls. Drink si'iLhu and Mada (wine) and reside in a gar¬ 
den with women. 


c. Hot Months, Ghrishma , (May and June), The hot season, in 
which the rays of the sun are powerful, with warm wind from the 
south, which makes this season oppressive and unpleasant, increases 
air, produces debility, and affects even the understanding. The earth 
becomes hot and dry, the rivers diminish, the water is warm aud light, 
and the earth appears to smoak. Birds and deer proceed in search 
of water ; and the juice of plants is raised, and their qualities are 
diminished ; on -epers. grass, and the lea\ es of trees are diminished 
and fall off, dried and decayed. 

During this season the diseases of air prevail. In it use cool 
liquids aud food prepared with ghee. Drink different sherbets, 
and use broth of wild animals and birds ; eat rice with milk and 
ghee ; by which means a person will not lose his strength. Little 
wine is to be used, and always mixed with much water. Stilt, arid, 
and hot things are to be avoided. Do not take much exercise. 
Beside in a cool garden with a large tank and flowers ; avoid ex¬ 
cesses in venery. Sleep during the day in a cool room, and at 
n.ght repose in the upper rooms, and use the hand panhha (fan) 
sprinkled with sandal wood and water. 

d. The liain// season, / ars/id ^July and August ). During this sea¬ 
son the sky is loaded with clouds : the wind sisterly, with much light 
ningnnd thunder ; now grass aud leaves appear ; the rainbow is beau¬ 
tiful j numerous graceful cr< epers of the class •! convolvulus appear. 
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,&0kiv ious colours, white, blue, and pink. The banks of the rivers, 
and the trees upon them are broken away by the force of the torrents ; 
the tanks and lakes are adorned by varied coloured lilies ; much 
clear water continues upon the surface of the earth, and vegetation 
proceeds rapidly. There are many clouds which obscure the sun 
and planets, and much rain falls. Towards the end of the season 
there is little thunder. The clouds diminish the light and heat, 
and with the water of the moon (dew), reduce the juices of living 
animals, and their strength. Water is impure, during this season ; 
the body is soft, the cold damp air affects the strength of the inter¬ 
nal fire, and the food is burnt in the body, by the increased 
quantity of bile. 

In Varsha the appetite is diminished by the derangement of 
the humours, caused by the heat and moisture ; and new water 
has an acid quality. The food should be sparingly given, and 
should neither be too hot nor very cold ; sleeping in the day time 
and exposure to the climate are to be avoided, as also the use of 
river water. Too much exercise, exposure to the sun, and venery 
are to be avoided. Water mixed with honey is to be used, and in 
a cloudy day take food mixed with salt, acids, and ghee ; barley, 
wheat, and old rice are to be used, with the broths of wild animals 
and fowls. The wine of grapes, and fresh water which lias been 
boiled, are to be drunk. Anoint the body with fragrant oil, and bathe 
daily ; use light and white clothe:', and live in a high and dry house. 

5 The Moist Season, Sharat , (September and October). During 
this season the sky is overcast with white clouds, and the tanks are 
full of water lilies. The earth is covered with salt , and many trees 
are rooted up and die. The surface of the earth appears irregular. 

During this season the sky is clean, with white broken clouds ; 
the air is sultry, the moisture on the ground dries, the sun’s rays 
increase in strength ; and by the changes in temperature bile and 
cough produce diseases. In this season the water is pure, and may 
be used freely for bathing, and for drinking. Vegetation is 
vigorous, the country beautiful ; and food produced during this 
season is not good, but is improved by keeping, if it admits of this. 
T!m lakes are covered with lilies, reeds, and white flowers. Ducks, 
&c., abound. 

0 U 8 C 8 of the Bile prevail in this season. The food and drink 
to In* used should be light, cool and sweet ; with tonic and bitter 
arth It s. Such food as wild fowls, hares, and animals of the same 
kind ; mutton is also good, with rice, barley, wheat, and the like. 
1 so purgative medicines and blood-letting; while exposure to the sim 
and heat ;u d night nil' are to be avoided, more particularly the east 


<SL 


umsrffy 



wind ; sleeping (luring the day, too, is to be avoided ; us also fat, oil, 
fish, the flesh of amphibious animals, and acids. The clothes should 
be light, and clean. 


6 Cold season , Haimanta (November and December). The water 
during this season becomes clear, cool, and heavy. The rays of tiie 
sun diminish in influence ; and phlegm is increased, as is exemplified 
in its discharge from the nose, from colds. 

The Bilious diseases, which were common during the last season, 
diminish during the present, in which healthy, cool, northerly airs 
prevail. A mistiness hangs over tanks and rivers, like clothes which 
cover the body. The cows, sheep, buffaloes, and elephants look clean, 
and several trees such as priyangu, pimpaga, &e., are in flower. 

The seven last days of one season, and the seven first of the new 
one, arc called ritusandhi (the junction of seasons). During this time 
the regimen of the former is gradually to be left off, and that of 
the succeeding one substituted. 

Diseases from Bile are cured by the cold season ; those from phlegm 
diminish in the hot season, and from air during the moist months. 
The morning is like the spring season, noon like the hot, and even¬ 
ing like the rainy season. The same changes occur in the night: the 
first watch being like the rainy season ; the second like the moist; and 
the morning watch, like* the cold season. In these times, air, bile, 
and phlegm increase like the seasons ; and in the process of digestion 
they increase in the same manner ; during the first stage phlegm 
predominates, then bile, and lastly air. 

The irregularities of the seasons produce an unfavourable effect on 
health, and both food, water, and medicines lose their good effects, 
and various diseases are produced. It is during ihtse irregularities 
that {^goyes appear, devils rage, and sin prevails. Poisonous air often 
produces the same effects. The odours of flowers mixed with poison¬ 
ous air produces derangements of phlegm, difficult breathing, vomit¬ 
ing, discharges from the mouth and nose, headache, and fever. There 
is an influence of planets and stars, from the bad situation of dwelling 
houses, the place in which persons sleep and sit, and the dit cases 
of the hor.se upon which he rides, is liable to efttv: I the rider. These 
arc to be prevented by changing the person's residence, by prayers, 
by the removal of sin, by different sacrifices and ceremonies, b*\ 
the intercession cl Brahmins, and by visiting holy places. 

In these remarks we have the evidence of considerable correct¬ 
ness ofobservation *, ns t,heinm*astde<mumniicuimgpowerofiu«'ist air. 
the unhealthy nature of certain situations, fb • preventing orouring dis¬ 
eases ; in which a change of situation is very properly rocnjmm mh d. 
But these remarks are mixed up with false sLitomenls, from the de¬ 
li 
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V3 of the writer to explain all difficulties by superstitious fan¬ 
cies ; thus whenever a child is attacked with sickness, it is supposed 
to be produced by the attack of certain devils ; such as gralia, asura, 
rakhyas, bliuta, &c. ; to relieve which different prayers (mantras) 
and ceremonies are performed, with generally the addition of certain 
remedies. 

When a disease continues long, the situations of planets and 
stars are calculated ; by which the long continuance of the disease 
is explained, and for the relief of which certain ceremonies and gifts 
are performed. 

The heat of the fire cures diseases of air and phlegm. It also re¬ 
moves passing pains. It promotes the dejections, and removes 
shivering and discharges from the nose, mouth, and eyes, It in¬ 
creases the diseases of blood and bile, and during sleep retains 
the humours in a good state ; it improves the colour of the bodv, 
strengthens it, removes dozing, and promotes happiness and in¬ 
ternal warmth. 

The heat of the sun when very strong, is drying ; and promotes 
perspiration, faintness, giddiness, thirst, and the heat of the 
body.it increases the bad smell of the body, deepens the dark 
colour of the skin ; and increases the diseases of the bile, an^ 
blood. 

Shadows remove the bad effects of heat, as they have a sedative, 
cooling, and pleasant quality. 

The smoke of fire increases bile and air. 

Dew and mist increase phlegm and air. 

Moonlight cures diseases of blood and bile. 

Rain increases strength, is cooling, increases semen, sleep, lan¬ 
guor, phlegm, and air. 

Easterly wind increases phlegm, is cold, has a saltish quality, and 
is heavy. It diminishes appetite, increases laziness, the heat of 
the body, and strength. It produces diseases of the blood and 
bile, is bad for those with sores, or who are affected with poison, 
and diseases of phlegm. It. removes the derangements of air. It is 
good for persons fatigued, and it diminishes the form of consumption 
produced by phlegm. It also give strength, and softens the body. 
A Southerly wind is pleasant, does not produce heat, and has a light 
and sedative quality. It is good for the eyes and strength, it 
cures diseases of blood and bile, and the air is not deranged by it. 
Westerly wind increases internal heat, dries the body, and di¬ 
minishes the bulk of the body and strength ; it produces a roughness 
. flkin, din nil. It dries up phlegm 

i’ud lut. Northerly wind is soft, cooling, light, agreeable, and slightly 
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-g^titive. It promotes the dejections, and increases diseases of air, 
bile, and phlegm. In healthy individuals it increases the phlegm, and 
the strength. It is good for severe cough with bloody sputa, for 
diseases from poisons, and does not derange the humours. 

The air from Pankhas, removes faintness, thirst, perspiration, 
fatigue, and heat. The Tal Pankha (common hand panklm) and 
chowry and cloth pankahs, cure deranged air, bile, and phlegm , are 
cooling, and increase happiness. 

There are three prevailing seasons in Bengal, the cold, hot, and 
rainy seasons. From the end < f February, and during March and a 
part of April, may be considered as spring months, and are the most 
agreeable of any of the year. Towards the end of March, and during 
the months of April, May, and a part of June the weather is very 
hot ; and in the northern and more inland provinces a violent hot 
wind blows from the west, loaded with almost imperceptible par¬ 
ticles of sand. In this season the weather is so oppressive as to 
confine the inhabitants to their houses, during the great heat of 
the day. Vegetation is destroyed, and these provinces are reduced 
to a burning tract of sand ; while the air of the neighbouring 
mountains remains cool and pleasant, during these hot months. 

In the upper provinces the rains begin in April and May ; but 
in the plains they do not commence till the beginning of June, and 
continue to full till the end of July. The rain disperses the 
accumulated heat, which would otherwise be insupportable. During 
the months of August and September the rain falls less frequently 
and copiously, and the long day and high altitude of the sun, with 
an atmostphere loaded with moisture, render the weather excessively 
oppressive and sultry ; particularly when the air is calm, which is of 
frequent occurrence, as the MousoOn changes at this time. The cold 
season commences in the month of October, when dews are heavy ; 
the cold increases, and during the months of November, December, 
and January, it is often intense in Bengal and Behar. In these pro¬ 
vinces the cohl has generally a damp disagreeable feel, whereas, in 
the northern and western provinces, snow and ice arc common on 
the Mountains, and the air is dry and bracing. 

From such an extensive country, and variety of soil and elinuitc, 
the vegetable and animal productions are of the most varied des¬ 
cription in the different latitudes, height!', and exposures ; mid ninn 
himself afford' varieties in his phJ'sM M*d mental powers in 

the different situations and climates in which lie resides, in the 
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abitants become of lower stature, possess greater agility, and are 
capable of enduring great fatigue, have little courage or mental 

aptitude, but great cunning and retentiveness. They are generally 


of a fair olive colour, handsome in their youth, and in after life in 
proportion to their rank, and healthy and guarded occupation ; but 
become of a dark olive colour and plain exterior, in proportion as 
they inhabit low and damp houses, live on unhealthy food, and are 
much exposed to labour, and to the inclemency of the weather. 
In general the head and face of the Hindu are small and oval, the 
nose and lips prominent and well formed, the eyes black, and the 
eyebrows regular, and full *. The females are distinguished for the 
gracefulness of their forms, the softness of their skins, their long 
and black hair, dark eyes, and delicate persons. These peculiarities 
are marked in youth, but rapidly fade. The fairness of the skin 
also differs — depending on that of the parents, and on the occu¬ 
pation and exposure of the individual to the sun, &e. 


Section II. 


Personal Duties. 

The practitioner should give instructions persons not only as to 
theinaimerof curing, but also of preventing the occurrence ofdisease’f. 
The following remarks will be considered under the heads of 
rising from bed in the morni og ; h clean'ng the mouth ; 
c anointing the body ; d exercise, shampooing, and rubbing the 
body ; c bathing,/clothing, y food, and h sleeping 


* The intelligence of the Tkng'ib is much more marked in the higher 
clv scs than among the lower. In the former, the brisk and intelligent 
boy, that receives instruction readily, is fickle and restless ; and from the 
short period he attends school, from the enervating nature of the 
climate, ami the vitiating influence of Hindu Society, is too often trans¬ 
former] into the stupid and sensual men. 

t Bodies are cleansed by water, the mind is purified by birth, the 
vital spirit by theology and devotion, and the understanding, by know 
ledge (Manii. p. 101. cit. v. §109. 

4 So careful were the IlimUi uiuIkts of the regimen of the sick, that 
they even noted the hour at which thedisca.se commenced, the 1« ngth of 
lime 1o lr dcM ted to simp ii dill’, -rent diseases ; how often the pn- 
tieni is to chan bis teeth, aril w. sh his nouth; and the kind of house 
in winch he should r< side. Such particulars captivate the ignorant pati- 
iiu mill his friends, who fancy tin- practith • r posses ess greatexteut of 
1 iKiwh dge from the care with which the c uiiies arc attended to, while 
they often neglect important iniicutioub. 
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a. It is proper to rise from bed sometime before sun-riso, to 

perform the duties of nature, with the face towards the north. 

b. After those duties the teeth are to be cleaned with a piece of 
a fresh branch of the nim or catechu tree, and the mouth and eyes 
and face are to be cleaned with water. Should these not be got, 
branches of any other kind of wood, not hollow, may be used. 
Persons are not to clean tlif; teeth when it produces vomiting, 
when the food is not properly digested (ajlrna), in diarrhcea (atisar), 
in shul, in diseases of the teeth, during the first eight days of fever, 
in asthma (shwasa), when the mouth is dry, in cough, in epilepsy in 
fainting, in headache, and in diseases of the eyes. The teeth should 
not be cleaned before the tenth year of the child’s ago. 

When a powder is used for cleaning the teeth it is to be funned of 
honey, long pepper, black pepper, and dry ginger, &e. This is used 
daily, and a soft brush of the above wood may be used. Cleaning the 
teeth promotes appetite and happiness. 

For cleaning the tongue, a piece of gold, silver, or wood ten 

finger’s breadth in length, with a thin edge, may be used as a scraper. 

I lie mouth is to be washed with water, ghee, oil, or the like ; 
which strengthens the teeth, and promotes appetite. 

e\ The Hindus, and all Asiatics, anoint their bodies daily with 

'pci’hilly their hoan | ; wfcioh they 8*pp< 

is conducive to health, by increasing good fortune, improving 
the colour and softness of the skin, increasing happiness, sleep, lit;', 
strength, and curing perspiration, bad smells, and lassitude. It 
also diminishes the diseases of air and phlegm, imno 
dhatu, and improves the marrow, and the colour of the fekta, and the 
ease. It also . uses of th -painful 

cramps of the fingers ; and as long as the head is kept moist cued 
with oil, it prevents headache, improves the liair, and prevents its 
becoming gray. In all cases in which bathing is to be avoided. 


the anointing of the body will be advantageous to the person’s healt h. 

Mustard, or any other fragrant oil, is used for anointing the body. 
.Anointing the t.me with sweet smelling oils, as females often do, 
iv!ains the ew.. ln althy, and the face soft and pure, the uiouth and 
lips like the lily, the eyelashes beautiful, and the skin clear like 
light. I sing such, inc reases riches, children, and other desirable 
objects. Anointing the ears prevents deafness, ike., and (he diseases 
of the nape of the neck, and of the eond)lcs of the jaw. Anoint¬ 
ing the feet improves the eyesight, mi prevents the feet from 
cracking. The Body should not 1m anointed at the l egilining of f ver, 
when the food is not digested, or alb» purging, vomiting, „ m ( 
The Hebrews, in like manner, especially their f males, 
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made much use of oil ; and it was considered by them as a mark 
of esteem, and honor to offer oil to those that went to see them, so 
that they might anoint their heads *. The modern method of anoint¬ 
ing the head at the coronation of kings is derived from this custom. 

The hot climate and slight clothing, and exposure to a burning 
sun, increases the action of the cutaneous vessels, and renders the 
skin hard and dry ; and if perfect cleanliness is not observed, it be¬ 
comes incrusted with its own discharges, and with foreign matter 
which irritates the part, and prevents the proper action of this impor¬ 
tant organ. To prevent such a consequence, oil is ordered to be rub¬ 
bed over the surface before it has been washed, by which it is ren¬ 
dered soft, and pliant ; it also promotes an equable perspiration, and 
an excessive degree is avoided which would weaken the body. 
Whenever the Hindu feels indisposed, the body is anointed with oil, 
on the same principle that Solomon, in his Proverbs, speaks of admi¬ 
nistering ointment, “ which rejoices the heart, which may be a heal¬ 
ing medicine to the navel, &c”. In tins case the oil was mixed with 
other vegetable oils to render its effects more permanent. The 
metallic oxyds were sometimes added so as to form ointments, 
liniments, and plasters. The latter medicines giving them a due 
consistence by their drying effects on the oils. 

Several oils are prepared with those medicinal plants which are used 
internally, and are applied externally in different cases of disease ; 
especially in old fevers, spasmodic, paralytic, rheumatic diseases, 
in affections of the mind, as madness, &e. ; and these oils are sup¬ 
posed by the Hindus to be thus used more advantageously than 
when given internally. Medicines keeping the feet and the outlets 
of the body clean, promote health, and are good for the eyes and 
skin. After the person has adjusted his dress, prayers are to be 
offered up to the gods. 

*/. E.n rcise increases strength, prevents and cures diseases, by 
equalizing the lnunours;it prevents fatnessand laziness, and strength¬ 
en^ the firmness of the ljody. It removes grief, increases the 
internal lire, and the body becomes lighter, more vigorous, and 
ready to work. If'daily used, it prevents the bad effects of indi¬ 
gestible and unusual articles of food, and fat food so desired. 
Walking is always to be used, particularly by those persons 
who live on rich food ; such exercise is to be used evening and 
morning, especially in the cold and spring months, while fatigue 
is avoided. 

Persons with diseases of the blood and bile, with fever, difficulty of 
breathing, dizziness, asthni o l uiguc, and all kinds of cough, and 
* Sec Luke vii. v. 46. 
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icss of the body, should avoid exercise. When the mouth is 
always dry, with diificulty of breathing; in diseases of the air and 
bile, in boyhood and old age, after eating, and before the food is 
thoroughly digested, or when there are sores upon the body, exer¬ 
cise is to be avoided. When reduced in flesh by lust, such exercise 
tires and increases fever, phlegm and thirst; and increases diseases 
of the blood and bile. Should much exercise be taken, it produces 
cough, fever, and vomiting ; after exercise quietude is proper, as it 
increases strength, cures a superabundance of fat, and removes the 
feeling of fatigue. 

e. Shampooing cures diseased phlegm, air, and fat; the members 
are retained healthy, as well as the skin, and it increases internal 
heat. Rubbing the body is pleasant, cures amasia , improves the 
skin, and the body feels light; it also cures itching, small pimples, 
diseased air, and impurities in the abdomen. If the body be rub¬ 
bed with a brush, the fire of the skin will be increased, and perspi¬ 
ration then cures itching, and small tubercles. r lhe nails, beard, 
mustaclioes, and hair are to be cut every fifth day. 1 be hair is to 
be combed and cleaned, which improves health. 

/. Bathing . There are several kind of baths (aweda). The fol¬ 
lowing are the most common :—1st. Cold bathing removes the inor¬ 
dinate heat of the body, fatigue, perspiration, itchiness, thirst, and 
promotes happiness and pleasure. It removes the impurities ot 
the body, clears the senses, removes drowsiness and sin, increases 
semen, retains the blood pure, and increases the internal heat. If 
warm water is poured on the head, it is not good tor the eyes ; hut 
the use of cold water strengthens vision. Bathing m very cold 
water in the winter deranges phlegm and air, and during the hot 
season warm Imthing increases bile and blood. Bathing is not. 
proper in diarrhoea (, atisdr ), in the beginning of fever, in diseases 
of the oar. or in those of the air, in swellings of the abdomen, m 
indigestion, and after eating. Bathing the feet is to be used tor 
removing impurities, locnl diseases, and latiguc. It retains 
eyes clean, increases semen, and prevents the approach ot t cm s. 
Independent persons, such ns rich merchants, bankers, talukdars 
and others, generally bathe at 10 or 11 o'clock, and after perform¬ 
ing thc*e ceremonies they breakfast. Shop-keeper: 1 , day-labourers, 

&e. eat, at 10 o’clock, u handful ot rice which has been moistened 
for half an hour in w-»ror, ora handful of warn moistened, and do 
not generally bath- till id uv 

some who bathe twice or thrice n day, but they arc* few in number. 
This Aestfripfctoa to the male inhabitants of towns. The 

higher class of females seldom bathe in rivers, but do so in 
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in their respective gardens; or in warm water, between 10 
and 11 o’clock. Widows of the lower class are not strict, and do 
not observe the rules of the Shastras regarding bathing.* 

The cold bath is used in some inflammatory fevers, and in mad¬ 
ness ( unmdda ); and locally in some external inflammatory swellings 
(vrana). 
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2nd. Avag&ha siceda, or warm water bath. It is prepared with 
several medicinal plants, and is used cither locally or generally; for 
relieving pain, in different kinds of fevers, spasmodic affections, &c. 

3rd. Vapour Baths ( Vshmd sweda) are much employed by the 
Bengalis, more particularly for removing pain. They are made by 
heating a quantity of water in an earthen pot, over which a lid had 
been placed. The patient is first well rubbed with oil* and then 
sits on a chair over the pot of hot water, with a covering of 
clothes thrown over both. When any particular part of the body 
is pained, this only is exposed to the steam bath, and in other cases 
medicinal plants are added to increase the good effects of the remedy, 
as milk, n(m leaves, and other such drugs. 

4 th. XJpandha svjeda or hot cataplasms of medicinal plants. 
These are made into a paste, heated, and applied locally to relieve 
pain. In other cases these medicines are applied locally, with hot 
vapour. A tube is used to convey the vapour to the diseased part. 

5th. Tdpa siveda is the frequent application of a hot hand, a 
heated cloth, or a bag filled with hot sand or salt.*!' It is used 
for relieving local pain, and for promoting the warmth of the body, 
when it becomes cold, in any disease. 

After bathing apply Surma , or antimony, to tho edges of the 
eyelids ; which improves the sight, clears the itebiness, or any 
unhealthy humors of the eyes, aud prevents the bad effects of the 


4 The Hindu men and women maybe seen proceeding towards tho 
sacred Ganges in the cool of the day, the one with his small copper 
lota, the other with her antique earthen pot perched upon her head, 
amidst the rustling of the beautiful palm trees, which almost hide the 
graceful cupolas of the neighbouring temples. After washing their 
heads with some of tho mud and water of ti c Ganges, they proceed 
to clean their teeth with the branch of a tree which they have brought 
With them. 1 ln*y then wuuh iIk liodkts, using luud for soup, till llicir 

ve*M Ih with water, and return home. 

1 In some eftjCh the ninth is heated, and a plantain leaf is extended 
over it, upon which the person lies. 
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glare of the sun, and the diseases of the eyes in general. Persons should 
not use Surma who have sat up during the night, who are much 
fatigued, who have vomited, who have eaten recently or are feverish. 
Medicines are sometimes added for increasing some particular 
effect. 

(j. Clothing . After bathing, the body is to be well rubbed with 

a piece of clean cloth, whicli produces a good colour of-the skin. 

Silk, and warm red clothes diminish the diseases of air and phlegm, 
and should be used in the winter season. The clothes should be 
light, cool, and thin during the hot weather. In rainy and cold wea¬ 
ther, warm white clothes of a medium thickness are to be used. Care 
must be taken always to wear clean clothes, which is good for the 
skin, looks well, and promote happiness and longevity. 

A piece of cotton cloth tied round their middle is all the clothing 
the poorer classes of natives have ; it is only when they appear in 
public that they add the turban, or piece of cloth to cover their heads 
and shoulders. The turban defends the head from heat and cold, 
and prevents the determination of the humours to the head. If 
the person uses it continually he will live long, and his head will 
remain clear, and cool. A single piece of coarse cotton cloth, seve¬ 
ral yards in length, is the usual dress of females. Such clothes, 
particularly with the addition of ornaments, prevent the approach 
of the Rakshyasas or devils, increase strength (ojas), improve good 
fortune, and retain the heart happy and contented. Sandals are 
to be put upon the feet to strengthen, and to protect them. 

A paste of sandal wood, and other fragrant drugs, is then to be 
rubbed over the fore head, chest, and upper extremities. A prayer 
is offered up to God, and gifts presented to tie.* Brahmins. 

The Umbrella protects the person from rain, wind, and dust ; it 
diminishes perspiration, protects him from the influence of dew, 
retains the colour of the skin and eyes, and promotes health. A 
stick protects the person against beasts, and it prevents fatigue. 

It. The Native Houses are well adapted for the climate, l»cmg 
raised from the ground by prepared earth ? with which the walls are 
likewise formed, and a thick thatch covers it, and extends beyond 
tin* walls so as to form a protection from the heavy rains. They are 
usually well ventilated in consequence of a spare bein ' left between 
the, walls, and the thatch. Tin ^ houses an divided into iqnn i meuts 
to suit the convenience of the family, and the mud walls and thatched 
roof keeps them in an equable temperature. In consequence of the 
unsettled state of many parts of the coim'ry, tin- hou.M «.fn family 
or tribe are usually built in the form of a square, or a series of 
squares, for their mutual protection. Tin open central space is 
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ly kept clean, and is covered above, in days of festiv ity, wfi 
prescribed ceremonies are performed to their tutelar Gods, 
placed in a separate house on the north side of the square. In some 
parts of the country their houses are made of sun-burnt or fire- 
burnt bricks, and the houses are often two, or more stories high. 
In many parts of the country the houses or villages are fortified 
to protect them from wild beasts, and from their enemies. 

i. Diet . The Hindu medical writers usually commence the cure 
of a disease by arranging the diet that is to be followed by the sick 
person. So much do the Hindu Physicians rely upon diet that they 
declare that most diseases may be cured by following carefully, 
dietetic rules *; and if a patient does not attend to his diet, a 
hundred good medicines will not remove the disease. The general¬ 
ity of diseases being supposed to be produced by derangement of the 
humours, if one or more are morbidly increased in quantity, their 
indications of cure arc commenced by promoting the just, balance 
of the elements and humours, by a judicious choice of aliments, and 
by such means as assist the vital principle on the completion of 
the assimilation. On this account they have not only been careful 
in describing the regimen, hut also the food and drink for the 
different seasons, and even the vessels in which they should be 
kept. 

Food gives strength, and colour to the body, and the essential part 
of life ( ojus ). It also supports the heat of the body, increases and 
diminishes the humours, retains these in their equilibrium; keeps the 
person happy, the senses active, and the memory Retentive, while 
it supports life, and promotes longevity. 

The different articles of food which are employed to nourish 


the body will bo considered under the head of general remarks on 
fo<xl derived from the vegetable, and animal kingdoms; with a few 
remarks on condiments ; under which will be considered articles 
derived from the mineral kingdom, including water and medicinal 
liquids. The form in which food is taken into the body will vary its 
edicts upon the system ; but some articles of food are always whole¬ 
some, even from birth to old age; as water, milk, rice, ghee, &c. 
A second kind is always dangerous to health as fire, escharoties, and 
poisons; the one burning the part, the second destroying it, and 
the third killing the individual. 


Or ns Tinglivi expresses the same opinion, as the hendins of one 
of hi,; chapters de cihorutn <h-K.ctu, give dc »ru:thodo curntidi mnrhus 
O’luwiplurc per oppnrtuuum ciboruiu g< uua sine ope reuiedtoruiu. 
( >1 omnia, T. 11 p. &;jn. 


Some substances are injurious to the system when mixed and 
prepared in a particular manner, when they become like poison : 
Thus pumpkins, mushrooms, bamboo-shoots, plumbs, dried vegeta¬ 
bles, unleavened bread, goats or sheeps flesh, pigs flesh, salt, spirits, 
when eaten, or drank with milk, resemble poison. Sometimes 
articles of food act on the humours favourably or unfavourably, ac¬ 
cording to the state of the body. One article will be good for deran¬ 
ged air, and another bad for deranged bile, &c. Again the state of the 
article will modify its effects. Red rice, which grows in the cold sea¬ 
son, wheat, barley, and other grain of the same kind are good, and pre¬ 
serve health ; whereas rice which lias sprouted, mdsk kaldy (Phaseolus 
radiatus), fat, honey, milk, jagree, when eaten with the flesh of do¬ 
mestic or amphibious animals, or with fish, are so bad as to resemble 
poison. Milk with honey, and vegetables in general should nut be 
used together. Pepper and a kind of vegetable called kafc&nhcln 
are notto be used ; as also honey, and hot water. When animal 
food is to be used, the bile is to be carefully evacuated, or it will 
derange the person’s health. 

Butter-milk, with honey, ghee, a variety of fishes, and the flesh 
of doer, are not to be eaten together ; fish and milk, or its prepara¬ 
tions, or fish and sugar, and its preparations ; hogs-flesh prepared 
with honey, are to be avoided ; plantains with buttermilk, curdled 
milk, or milk with sour fruits, before or after eating, arc improper. 
Pigeons fried with mustard oil ; honey mixed with rain water, and 
kept in brass pots for ten days, should be avoided. These remarks 
are particularly applicable to boys and strong persons, and those 
who take violent exercise. 

2nd. Food may act unfavourably by the quantity which is taken. 
Thus honey and ghee, oil and marrow, or honey and water, oil and 
ghee, or fat, are bad when eaten in large and equal proportions. 

3rd. The following mixtures of articles possessing certain tastes 
are improper, as sweet and sour articles, sweet and salt, ^weet and 
pungent. sWeet and bitter substances, or bitter and salt articles. 
Such mixtures should therefore lie carefully avoided ; as they form 
bad chyle, and thus the appetite &c. is deranged. Sut h mixtures, 
however, will not injure the health of the young and strong, those 
who live in a pure air and take much exorcise ; and those ac¬ 
customed to their use, by whom they may be emcn in small quantities 
with impunity. But in ordinary circumstances, wh n their bad 
effects are felt, recourse must ho had to the use of emetics and 

purgatives, ami such medicines as ha^c a tendency to equalize tin 
humours. The articles of food which arc wholesome from mixture, 
and preparation ; are those which derange air. and diminish bile. The 
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^Opposite articles of food which moderate air, and derange bile, are 


unwholesome. By improper mixtures wholesome articles of food 
may become as poisons. But the kind of food to be used must be 
varied according to the age, habits, and seasons as well as to the 
individual's idiosyncrasy. 

There are four forms in which food may be taken—one 
kind is taken without beiug chewed as drinks (pita) ; another is 
lapped (lirlia) ; another sucked (chushya) ; and another kind of food 
is chewed (katita). 

According to Charaka there are six varieties of food. 

1. Soft food (bliojya) as rice, &c. 

2. Soft sweetmeats (bhakhya). 

3. Hard food (charbya), that requires chewing to prepare it 
for digestion. 

4. Drinks (Peya). 

5. Liquids that are lapped (lehya). 

G. Food that is sucked (Chfishya), such as mangoes, sugar¬ 
cane, &c. 

Food and medicines are also divided into six different classes, 
according to their effects on the senses. These are into sweet, acid, 
salt, bitter, pungent, and astringent. These tastes are however, 
modified by disease. 

a. Sweet articles of food increase the semen, the milk, and the 
fat ; while they improve the eyesight, astlimr, worms, and affections 
of the throat. They also increase phlegm, the strength of the tissues, 
and humours ; retain the body in health, and promote longevity. 
These substances are good for the soul, and cooling for the body. 
They cure derangements in air and bile, promote appetite, and 
are useful in correcting the effects of poison. 

b . Acid articles of fund promote appetite, are cooling before, and 
beating after eating. They are agreeable to the taste. promote di 
tion, and increase bile and phh gm. They increase the blood, and 
restore irregularities and derangements in the air, bile, and phlegm. 
When tiny have been often taken tliey produce weakness, and 
emaciation of the body* and sometimes they produce blind - 
(nyctalopia). Acids act quickly, and produce itching, irruptions over 
the body, a palor of the akin, mid a swelling of the body, with 
thirst, fever, and boib. 

c. Suit urtv les of food relax the bowels, promote digestion, 
and increase appetite. Tliey also promote perspiration, remove 
derangements of the air; bile, phlegm, and blood ; produce a glossi¬ 
ness of the surface of the body, diminish or cure aphrodisia, are 
cooling, and heal sores. Tiny are, however, bad far the eyes ; and 
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if long continued, they derange the humours; the skin becomes 
covered with irregularities upon its surface, followed by leprosy, 
weakness, and by symptoms produced by poisons having been taken 
(visarpa). 

d. Bitter food is not pleasant to the taste, but is dry, and light 
to the stomach; increases bile and air, and produces dryness, heat, 
and diseased milk. If taken before eating it improves the appe¬ 
tite, removes worms, thirst, poison, leprosy, epilepsy, nausea, heat 
of the body, and fever. It corrects too much bile, and phlegm. 
It also improves the flesh, fat, marrow, urine, and dejections in¬ 
creases memory, is cooling, and is good for the palate and throat. 
But if always eaten it has a bad efFect, deranging the humours, 
and producing diseases of air. 

c. Pungent, articles of food are of a drying nature, increasing 
the appetite and milk, and diminishing thirst and fever. They cure 
diseases of phlegm, diseases of the throat and head, itchincss, and 
iutemal pain. But if eaten for some time in considerable quantities 
they produce thirst, weakness, shaking, pain over the body, and 
derange the spleen. 

f Astringent articles of food are cooling, and cure diseases of the 
bile and phlegm. They increase air, particularly flatulence, they clear 
the blood and flesh, and are heavy to the stomach. They produce 
costiveness, and stop diarrhea, and thicken the dejections ; they re¬ 
move diseases of the sk : n, and heal wounds and sores. But if taken 
for some time they produce costiveness, a swelling of the Abdomen, 
thirst, and weakness, and retard the circulation of fluids in the 
body. 

For ensuring good digestion the patient’s passions must be 
regulated. He must sleep at night in a protected room ; must 
use warm water to bathe with, and take bodily exercise. Such 
observances are considered to be most necessary to health. 


I. Articles of food derived from the Vegetable kingdom. 

There are seven parts of vegetables employed for fooil. Chose 
are the leaves, flowers, fruits, wood, branches, roots, and mushrooms. 
They \ro more easily digested in the above order, which is followed 
in the Hindu medical works. I prefer the order in which the dif¬ 
ferent. articles came into use as the food of man. 

Fruits . The form and size of fruits would soon nx the attention 
of mankind, and with the culmiferous and leguminous vegetables 
would form the primordial food of man in Hindustan there are 
a great variety of indigenous specimen • of tliw< articles of food. 
The following ore the principal 
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Sanscrit. 


Pomegranate, Punica Granaturn, 

Myrobalan, Phyllanthus emblica, 

Custard apple, Annona squamosa, 

Plumbs, Prunus, 

Apples, Pyrus, 

Quince, Pyrus Cydonia, 

Wood apple, Feronia Elephantum, Kapittha. 

Lemon, Citrus acida, Matulunga. 

Mango, M Mangifera, A'mra. 

Hog plumb, Terminalia Chebuln, Haritaki. 

A Species of Bread ) . , T , /T . x T , 

friiit tree,' J Artocar P us Lacuclia, (Rox,) Lakucha. 


Darima. 

A'malaka. 

Sleshinataka, or at a. 
Badari. 

Sirnbi'tika. 

Tahar. 


Karinda 

Carissa Carandas, 

Karamarda. 

Guava, 

Psidium pyriferum, 

Para bat a. 

Tamarinds, 

Tamarindus Indica, 

Amlika. 

Rose apple, 

Eugenia, Jarnborosa 

Jambiil. 

I h*1v fruit 

f Artocarpus Integri- 

Kanthaphal or 

t/d* K 11 lit 1) 

[ folia. 

Kantal. 

Pine apple, 

Bromelia Ananas, 
Palms. 

Shatanetra. 

Cocoa nut, 

(Cocos Nucifera ,*) 

Narikela. 

Date tree, 

Pluenix dactylifera. 

Karjura. 

Fan Palm, 

J Borassus flabeleifor-) 
( mis. j 

Tala. 


Pamplnus, Plantain, &c., &c. 

The following varieties of oranges, lemons, citrons, &c., are indi¬ 
genous to Hindustan, and were well known to the Greeks and 
ns. They increase bile, improve the ^it<», and ou.v d\s- 
pepsia. 


There are several varieties of oranges (Kamala), but they are not 
distinguished by ditforent names. 

There are different sorts of Lemons, (Nimbu,) such as Limp.aka, 
Ktigaji, N&rangi, Batabi, Kamala', &c. 

Drupes .—These fruits are of the genus Amvgdalus, &c. 
prunes.— Apricot, Prunus Arm naica ; Cherry, P. Census &c. 


Cucurbitaccous fruits or Gourds. 


Water Melon, 

Sweet Melon, 
Common Cucumber, 
BotiJe Gourd, 
Pumpkin, 


Cucnmis Molo. 
C. Moinordicu, 

('. Sat IV Ilf?, 

t . Lagenaria, 
C. Pcpo, 


Kharbuj. 

PhutL 

Sasha B. or Kliira. II. 
Kadu. 

Kumra. B. 
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C. Melopepo, Saphari Kumra. 

C. Citruilus, Tarbuj. 

These fruits have from the earliest times constituted an impor¬ 
tant part in the diet of the Hindus. 

Vegetables . In general vegetables are not easily digested, as they 
increase air, bile, and phlegm, produce worms, and constipate the 
bowels. They are rendered more wholesome when boiled and 
seasoned. If employed alone for food they derange the system, 
affecting particularly the colour of the skin and eyes, and diminish¬ 
ing semen, blood, and memory. 

The leaves of the chilu, hastate, simishannaka , tanduliya, and 
mandukaparni , are considered the most wholesome kind of vegeta¬ 
bles. They arc usually prepared by being boiled in water, fried 
in gliee, and then seasoned with salt. In some cases thev are 
dressed with butter, and tonic compounds called Ticta barga; 
such as Prapunnara (a kind of Cassia), Somaraji (Serratula Anthcl- 
mcntica), Patola (Tricosanthes dicecia), Varttaki, (Sohuium nielon- 
gela or the egg plant, &c. 

The Esculent roots are very numerous. The following arc the 
chief varieties. The Arum Colocasia ; A. Marcrorliizon, and A. Pel- 
t atum ; the roots of the different varieties of lotus (Nympho?a Lotus), 
&c. (Shaliik) Nelumbo (Padma) ; Yams (Dioscorea); Spanish 
potatoes (Convolvulus Batatas), beet root; ofaion ; garlick ; leeks j 
white and red Carrot» ; raddishes, &c. 


The generality of European pot and salad herbs arc found indige¬ 
nous in Hindustan. The following are a few of these :— 

Cauliflower (Brassica), broccoli, parsley (apium petroselium), 
spinage (spinacea olcracea), common lettuce (Lactuca sativa). 
Garden cress (Lepidum sativum), endive (cichorium eiulivia), 
mustard (Sinapis nigra et alba), with many others. The propenio 
of each of these are given in the Hindu medical works, with their 
eihvts on tin , tent humours, and on diseases* 

The (Ira mini parous seeds form a numerous class which alford 
the < hief article of diet to a large proportion of the miiebitauK 
of A-ia. The principal varieties of coru and pulse wi re derived 
from Asia, and thev nre peculiarly fruiiiul in Hindustan, and 
from their hard consistence they may In kept in a good state 
for long periods. Rice (orvza sativa) in the form of paddy, 
when covered with its husk, in a dry situation will keep tor 
years perfectly fresh and good, and may be transported from one 
part of the country to another with great, facility. A large popu¬ 
lation almost entirely live on tins grain, et which there ur< numer¬ 
ous varieties. The did It rice, when of a red olmir, euro discard 
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bile, and phlegm ; clears the eyes, increases the strength, 
semen, and urine, and removes thirst. Atapa, or Sun-dried rice, in¬ 
creases the diseases of air, bile, and pldegm ; is heating, increases 
the perspiration, alvine evacuations and urine It is considered indi¬ 
gestible, and weakens the body. When the plant has been trans¬ 
planted, the rice is rendered lighter, and more easily digested. 

New rice is heavy, increases phlegm, gives an oleaginous ap¬ 
pearance to the body, and promotes the secretion of semen. 

Old rice is pleasant to the taste, is drying, improves the 
appetite and internal heat. It is light, and increases air. The rice 
of sixty days growth, which is produced in the rains, or in the 
months of August and September, is considered as forming the most 
wholesome food ; and is called Shashtika. A small red rice, called 
liuldashali, is considered wholesome ; and the kind called Kanguka , 
is considered good. There are twenty other varieties, which are 
distinguished by the size, and colour of the grain. 

Parched rice is much used, and is considered nourishing, increas- 
iiig appetite, and curing the diseases of phlegm. When the parched 
rice has been preserved unhusked (kliai) it is considered more whole¬ 
some, increasing appetite, removing thirst, vomiting, dysentery, and 
great fatness. It also removes the diseases of bile and phlegm. 

Rice-water, and rice and milk, are also considered very whole¬ 
some. The particular qualities of each preparation are given at 
length in the Hindu Medical writings. 

Wheat (godhuma) has been ust*d, and has been an article of food 
from time immemorial in i EifidoMUI. & v nd varieties arc cultivated 
with success. It is considered nourishing ; increases the appetite, 
tlcsh, and strength, and the seven humours, improves the general 
health, and increases the semen. It cures the diseases of air and 
bile, and increases phlegm. 

1 hurley (Yava) is considered nourishing. 

8eaamum seed (Til) is now principally used as a condiment. 

leguminous Seeds, or Pvhe. The list of these seeds is very 
long; the following are some of them:— 

Pea, mattar (Pisum Sativum,) ; Bean (vicia ) ; the different 
varii ties of Dolichos, the black seeded (D. Lablab,) the D. La bra, 
the L>. bill or us, or horn-grain, and the 1). Catjang. The Phaseolus 
communis (common bean), and the P. nia\inuis ; P. nanus ; P. 
minima ; P. niungo, &c. The chick pea (ciccr ariotinuiu) ; the 
(’ytii us (eajau) ; the Frigonella ( Tu.num (Jnecum) are enumerated 
\Cith many nthei excellent varieties of pulse. They should be eu leu 
atler being well boiled, or in the form of porridge, or soup* 

ln‘n\ul lnod. it is probable that for many ng<the use ot 
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flesh of animals was unknown, irom the want of weapons and 
the strength and activity of the animals ; but. w heu this kind of food 
was brought into use, it seems to have been considered as a great 
luxury. In these ancient times, the chief of thu household usually 
acted the parts of the butcher and cook. The flesn 0 f animals was 
then considered as agreeable to the taste, increasing the bulk of 
the body, and the strength, and curing the diseases of air. jt j s al S Q 
said to be heavy to the stomach, and when digested is sweet, 
writers of the more ancient shastres lived in a cool air, and v- ere 
accustomed to an active life, which required the use of more animai 
food than is proper in Bengal. This was probably one reason of 
the superiority of the ancient Brahmins over their more degenerate 
descendents ; who are small in stature, and incapable of those 
mental and corporeal exertions which raise a people in the rank 
of nations. The indigestible nature of the flesh of some of the 
animals of the country, with their unclean habits, rendered them 
objects of disgust. Pork, even in Europe, is sometimes unwholesome, 
producing diarrhoea, griping and vomiting, and sometimes resem¬ 
bling the effects of the most violent poisons. The flesh of this and 
other animals is not so digestible as in more temperate climates, 
where their food is of a superior quality. The want of exercise and 
food during the greater part of the year, renders the flesh of such 
animals peculiarly unwholesome ; and seems to have induced the 
Hindu Legislators to irculeate the transmigration of souls. Such 
an opinion must at once have prevented the general use of 
animal food. It was most probably introduced iuto Greece by 
Pythagoras. 

It is stated that, during the threo first Vugas, cow’s and buffaloes 
flesh were used for food. Its prohibition is thus accounted for:—A 
prophet had a favourite cow killed by his scholars dming his absence. 
On his return he was jnuch displeased, and directed that, in tuture, 
should a Hindu use the flesh of the cow during the kali yuga he 
should loose caste. Another legend states that a prophet, in perform¬ 
ing a religious ceremony which required the offering of cow a flesh, 
with gur, honey, and oil, used such powerful prayers that the cow 
rose up out of the sacrificial fire. It was however, found that a 
part of the animal was wanting ; on enquiry the Brahmin’s w ife 
confessed that she had taken a part of the icriflce to cat it. On pro¬ 
ducing it, two vegetables were found growing from it (the Laslmn, 
garlic; and Pyaj, onion). The tU-h t1 • u qp on 

the cow, and it adhered and completed the unimal, w hich was, in 
consequence, directed not again to be eaten. Cow’s flesh is said to 
cure the diseases of bile, sores in the nostrils accompanied with 
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rant of taste, and prevents relapses in fever. The flesh of calves 
cures the diseases of ai n » an d increases phlegm. Besides the flesh 
of cows and buflalow s > deers, hares, hogs, goats, and sheep were 
used by the ancien** Hindus as food. The flesh of animals are 
digestible in th* 5 following order, the first being the least so ; the 
pig, tiger, cr* 7 an d deer. 

Flesh soiled with oil is heavy, increases bile, and is heating. 
Dried removes fatigue, is of use in diminishing bile, in curing 
t j le diseases of phlegm, and sores in the body. 

The flesh of domestic animals was not given to the sick as it 
was considered heating. On this account the flesh of wild animals 
was substituted, as they were supposed to be more whole¬ 
some, such as deer, of wild fowls, &c ; the fat in these cases 
being carefully removed. Animal fat and marrow were sup¬ 
posed to cure diseases of air, aud increase the diseases of blood, 
bile, and cough. Broths were made of the flesh of these ani¬ 
mals, and given to invulids ; they cured old fevers and in¬ 
creased strength, improved the voice and eyesight, increased the 
strength and semen, and cured boils. They strengthen the joints, 
and promote their cure when wounded. If given with rice, broths 
cure old fevers, strengthen the individual, while they lighten the 
heart, and cure the diseases of bile. The Hindus are directed, 
at the same time, to abstain from hard and indigestible food, such 
as curds, milk, oil, jagree, with varic is kinds of pulse and 
leguminous plants. 

Animal Secretions.—Milk is heavy, cooling, and sweet, gives 
a shining appearance to the skin, strengthens, fattens, and increases 
semen ; it cures the diseases of air, bile, and phlegm. Goat's Milk is 
sweet and cooling ; it is binding, promotes the internal heat ; cures 
ractapitta (Hnmorrage) and diseases of air, bile, phlegm, and blood ; 
as Goats cat many medicinal plants, drink little water, and are very 
active. Sheep's Milk is sweet and heavy, and increases phlegm and 
bile. Buffalo's milk is drying and heating, but cures swelling of the 
abdomen, and diseases of air and phlegm. Man's milk is saltish, 
sweet, and light. H oman's *M& ate h.-ns the soul, 
and the eoneistence of til fl mb t it should only bo 

drunk from Cou's J)tilk is pleasant, aud very wholesome. It is 
cooling, sweet, promotes semen, cures diseases of air, blood, and bile, 


tmd promotes memory, strougth. and longevity. Early in the morn¬ 
ing this milk is heavy, and constipating. It is not go cal when the 
cow is near calving, or when there is uo Calf ; the he>r tuilk being 
when tin- < alf and mother are of the same colour, particularly when 
of u wlilte or of a black colour, with erect horns ; and when the cow 
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lias eaten the leaves of the sugar-cane. Milk that has been kept a 
day is heavy, and constipates ; and fresh milk increases the secretion 
of phlegm from the nose. When boiled and drunk warm, it cures 
diseases of phlegm and air ; when allowed to cool, it cures the 
diseases of bile. The milks of goats and asses are not so wholesome 
as that of the cow. They should not be drunk fresh ; and salt may 
be added or the milk may be boiled. 

2. Curdled Milk is formed by adding a little sour milk, or da’i, to 
milk which lias been boiled and cooled. It should be allowed 
to stand for a night before being used. It is cooling, increases 
the internal heat, and is useful in the cure of agues, diarrhrea, 
dyspepsia, and strangury ; it increases the phlegm, and the secretion 
of semen. 

3. Butter-Milk (Ghol) is made by stirring about curdled milk 
until butter is obtained ; or this is produced in the ordinary wav. 
It is good for persons who have take poison, who are labouring 
under diarrhoea, dyspepsia, vomiting, straugury, jaundice, piles, 
spleen, or ague. It diminishes fat, phlegm and air. Fresh Butter 
is sweet and nourishing ; it is cool, agreeable, diminishes bile mid 
air, and promotes the secretion of semen. It. cures consumption, 
clironie cough, asthma, ulcers, piles, and tetanus. It increases 
strength, and is good for cliildren. Ghee is made by boiling butter 
for a few minutes to dissipate the watery part, when itmay be kept for 
a long time. It is swdet, and softens parts. It is useful in madness, 
epilepsy, and ague. It diminishes air and bile, and improves 
the appetite, memory, and the beauty of the body. It also pro¬ 
motes longevity, and preserves the eyesight. Ghee which has 
been kept ten years and upwards is called old ghee, which 
is said to cure sudden blindness (timira), morbid discharges from 
the nose, eyes and mouth ; difficulty in breathing, fainting, 
leprosy, and epilepsy ; diseases of the vagina, pains in the ears, eyes, 
aud head ; old fevers, carbuncle, and diseases of air, bile, and 
phlegm. 


Flesh of B.rds. Their general properties are, that they cure the 
diseases oi air, bile, and phlegm ; improve the colour of the skin arc 
slightly heavy, and sweet; increase th** semen, memory, and appetite ; 
and give consistency to the alvine evacuations. The principal 
of these arc partridge ; jungle-cock ; common cock : peacock ; pi¬ 
geons ; waiter-wagtail : tuylor-bird ; duck : paddy-bird &c. 

The ilesh <>f animals ami birds is not. good the second da-, 
when they are tainted. Such as have b«*en drowned, or killed with 
n arrow, as this ran;. have been poisoned, arc digested with 
difficulty, aud produce diseases, pan iculurly of air, bile, and phlegm. 
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The upper (atlanted) part of the male, and the lower (sacral) part 
of the female are the heaviest. The flesh of female quadrupeds, 
and male birds, is the lightest. The flesh of large animals which 
work much, and eat little, is heavy, in the following order : head, 
shoulders, spleen, skin, liver, fore-feet, and hind-feet, tail, testicles, 
abdomen, and urinary organs. The humours are heavy in the 
following order :—blood, flesh, fat, bones, marrow, and semen. 

Such Birds as live on flowers are thin, and increase the bulk of 
the body ; such as live on fish, increase bile ; and such as eat rice, 
remove the diseases of air. « 

Flesh should be eaten the same day it has been killed : rice shonld 
be prepared lapidly, and a man should live with a young wife, use 
milk, ghee, and boiled water which has been allowed to cool, as they 
promote health and strength. The opposite articles have a con¬ 
trary effect on the health ; as putrid flesh, exposure to the morning 
sun, new curdled milk, sleeping in the morning, &e. 

Fish produces a shining appearance of the body, is slightly heating, 
and sweet ; and increases the air, urine, and alvine secretions. When 
white, fish increases the strength, phlegm, and bile; it is of advan¬ 
tage to health when the person labours under diseases of air, 
when used by wrestlers, by those accustomed to violent exercise, and 
those who are tired. Black and small fish arc light, and constipate. 
They increase the appetite and strength, cure air, and are of 
use during convalescence. White fish increases air, bile, and 
phlegm, gives a shining appearance to the skin, is digested with 
difliculty, and produces a laxative effect upon the bowels. Fish 
increase air, phlegm, and semen, diminish 
Hie appetite, and produce a bitter state of the stomach. 

u boiled is h -uses of air ; it in¬ 

creases the strength, removes fatigue, enlarges the muscles, and im¬ 
proves vision. Dried fish constipates, and weakens the body, and is 
digested with difficulty ; when r« isted, fish is heavy, increases the 
semen, flesh, and strength. In such eases fish should be prepared 
with oil. These properties of fish are increased and modified, 
by mixing them with other articles of focal, as with the leaves 
of certain trees, pumpkins &e. Ru'i is the best of all fish, 
and others in the following order ; bekti, chital, shol, garui 
jheuya ili&h, lniiil, giparft, gaika, balsguuf, chenga, kai, pati, 
teli, chund, cl ui.it da calsu, daiukona, chingri. Turtles were used, 
and wore stated in cur-- a-a-i rh, MttieQ, 

and memory, and to improve the eyesight. 

Tho following arc supposed to bo the proportionate nutritive 
qe'dities of certain artich > of food : — 
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Rice is eight times lighter than cakes. 

Milk „ „ flesh. „ 

Flesh „ „ oil. „ 

Sugar , Saccharum Officinarum , has been known in the east 
from the earliest antiquity ; it is the sweet cane of Scripture 
“ brought from a far country,” and offered up by the Jews among 
other sacrifices to Jehovah (Isa. xlv. are 24. ; Jer. vi.20.) The fresli 
juice is cooling, increases semen and urine, is pleasant, increases, 
strength, and cures the derangement of air ; it improves the dejec¬ 
tions, and diseases of blood and bile, is sweet, gives a shining appear¬ 
ance to the skin, increases happiness and flesh, and is heating. 

After the juice has been exposed to the air for some time, it is 
heavy to the stomach, is heating, cures derangements of the air and 
phlegm, and increases the shining appearance of the skin. Gur or 
the inspissated juice, is sweet and pleasant to the taste, and gives 
strength, and a shining appearance to the skin. These qualities are 
improved by keeping, when it removes derangements of the air and 
bile, and purifies the blood. It is heavy to the stomach, increases 
semen, purifies the urine, increases the strength and flesh, and 
produces intestinal worms. Sugar is of use in diseases of the blood 
and bile, in fainting, vomiting, and thirst. 

Oils — There are numerous plants which furnish a large supply of 
oil from their seed, which is extensively employed by the Hindus 
for the purpose of unction, for their subsistence, and as an offering 
to their Gods. Besides the oils extracted from the different palms, 
and the m&dhura, (Anise) it is obtained from the alruond (Pistacha 
vera, or Pistachio nut) ; sesamum indieum ; einapis alba et nigra, or 
mustard oil; S. Orientals the til oil; Iticinus or Palma Christi, tlio 
RamTila of the Hindus, and the Iluts-ellt of the Mussulmans, &c. i. e. 
castor-oil ; the tillce, or linseed oil ; eurumbo oil ; and Coringa oil. 
Other oil'' aro ::bo u od in medicine, but they possess the same qua¬ 
lities as the seeds from which they are extracted. On this account 
they aroused for the same diseases. Vegetable oils are bitter and 
sweet, and are good for the skin, and alleviate'ail diseases. Oil is 
heating, when taken internally ; it increases the discuses produced 
by bile, and constipates the bowels, and lessens/ urine. 

Liquids. — r I hese may be considered under the heads of water, 
and-medicinal drinks. 

Water —The Hindus wore very careful about their drinking 
water, and ascribed the appearance »f nmnv diseases to bad water. 
Pure water has no taste anti is considered as cooling, relaxing 
and iinprmiug the son.v's, and the general health. 


the body, 
They consi 


;d tin 


er bf wells, or natural springs in the sandy 
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rivers, as the most wholesome, as they promote digestion and 
strength ; the river and fountain water at the bottom of high 
hills, was considered less wholesome ; and the most unhealthy was 
considered to be the water from brooks, and the stagnant water 
of tanks, and reservoirs : this water was supposed to produce 
indigestion, obstructions, and lethargy, with a predisposition to 
fever. 

Rain Water, when preserved in a clean vessel, was supposed to 
cure the diseases of air, bile, and phlegm, and improve the health. 
It keeps the mouth clean, and improves the state of the tongue, teeth, 
and memory. It was considered to be heavier during the rains than 
in the cold, and hot weather. Hail-water was considered peculiarly 
wholesome. 

W ater was supposed to be improved by boiling, and its effects 
wore varied according to the quantity dissipated by evaporation. 
Water which has been boiled and drunk cold cures air, bile, and 
phlegm, also cough, fever, and constipation. It removes great 
fatness, and increases the internal fire. 

Water mixed with the other elements produces six tastes, or 
sweet, sour, salt, pungent, bitter, and astringent. When the food 
contains a large proportion of water and earth, they produce a sweet 
state of the stomach. The sweet, sour, and salt articles, diminish 
air ; the sweet, bitter, and astringent, diminish bile ; and the pun¬ 
gent, bitter, and astringent, diminish phlegm. 

I Drink *. —The usual drink i or the sick, is water in 
which a little of the infusion of cinnamon and cassia has been mixed. 
By others the drink is varied with the nature of the disease. When 
air is deranged, water in which the infusion of such medicines as cure 
this class of diseases, as long or blac k pepper, sugar, &c. is to be ad¬ 
ded. When bile is deranged, pure water is cither given, or its cooling 
qualities are increased by the addition of the infusion of ushira, 
or kaskas; gan4hatrina,a fragrant grass ; Sugar-cane, lkhyu ; kusha, 
a kind of sacred grass &c. When phlegm is deranged, the infusion 
of cinnamon, black or long pepper, cloves &c. is To be added. 

In fever, produced by derangement of air, bile, and phlegm, the 
fresh juice of the kau, a kind of grass, is recommended instead of 
water. 

In hemoptysis (Rakta Pitta), the fresh juice of the Edshanda 
f pumpkin) and pomegranate are the best additions to the drinks. 
In cases of swelling, or Dropsy, an infusion of dry Faddish (mulaha), 
ginger, snot, be., are to be used. In Leprosy the infusion of catechu 
(khndira) is to bo used, with the infusion of black pepper, and sugar 
candy. 
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Condiments. In weak digestion, water mixed with camphor, or in¬ 
fused in native mint (Padinfi) is to be used. Beetlenut, camphor, 
cloves, long pepper, pepper, dry ginger, and other spices are mixed 
with slacked lime, surrounded with the leaves of pan, and chewed as 
a condiment. It cleans the throat and voice, promotes digestion, 
keeps the breath sweet, improves the senses, and gives an agree¬ 
able appearance to the person. It increases semen, and should be 
used after vomiting, bathing, and sleeping. The Hindus also use 
as condiments, nutmeg, cloves, cardamum seeds, cinnamon, tur- 
merick, mustard, sandal-wood, debdaru wood, ginger, black, 
and long pepper, capsicum, coriander seed, aniseed, assafee- 
tida 8cc. 

JJlncs. Within the first year after the debarkation of Xoah from 
the Ark, he made wine from the grapes of Mount Ararat (Gen. ix). 
The vine also thrives well in the northern parts of Hindustan, but 
not in Bengal. It is only in the northern parts of Hindustan that the 
grape is sometimes converted into wine, from the fermentation 
being too quick, and from the heat and moisture of the lower pro¬ 
vinces. The grape is considered cooling and aperient, by the 
native practitioners. All wines are moderately strong, and arc 
divided into sweet, and sour. They all increase bile, and dimi¬ 
nish phlegm, and air. They are also tonic, stimulating, in¬ 
creasing the acuteness of the souses and appetite, and promoting 
digestion and health, when properly used. There were different 
kinds of wines used by the ancient Hindus, which received dif¬ 


ferent names according to the fruits, flowers, and other substances 
from which they were derived. The wine which was made from 
the grape was called Siddha ; from raisins (kismis) m(irdh ulha ; from 
the flowers of the Bassia latifolia, madhwaka ; from jagery or gur, 
gonra or surd. 


In the Veda sliastras the use of wines and spirits are forbidth a ; but 
in the Tuntra they are allowed, and the worshippers of Shiva indulge 
in their use. 

AMicn digestion Jins been completed, the state of the stomach will 
depend on the qualities of the food or medicine which lm^ been 
taken. When bitter and astringent article^ of food or medicine have 
been eaten, they p oduee a bitter state of the stomach ; sour food 
produces a sweetness after digestion ; and sweet and salt food pro¬ 
duce sweet eructations font the stomach. 


During the rains, light and stomachic food with bitters'should hr 
preferred, while liquids and oils are not t<> be used too freely ; il, e 
drinking water should be boiled. md drunk with a little honey. In 
cloudy days exercise is not to be taken in the open air ; the bedroom 
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Id be wanned with fires, and all persons should sleep up6n a 
cbarpay, during the night. In Autumn (sharat) bitter and sweet arti¬ 
cles of food are to be preferred, and light and clean water is to be 
used freely for drink. Exercise is to be taken in the evening ; and 
deranged bile Is to be cured by bleeding or purging. Sherbets and 
spirituous liquids, especially such as relieve the increased secretion 
of bile, are be used. 

In winter (Shishira) saline, bitter, pungent, and warm articles, 
prepared with ghee and oil, are to be taken for food. Meat is to be 
used, and the drink warmed, and accompanied with spirituous 
liquors. The warm bath and frictions with oil are to be used, and 


exercise taken in the morning. 

In spring (Vasanta) sour, sweet, oily, and saline articles are to 
be used. The drinking water is to be boiled, and spirituous 
liquors are to be mixed with it, to diminish the increased phlegm. 
The w rm bath, and foot exercise are also to be used. 

During the hot season (Grishma), sour, pungent, and strong warm 
substances are to be avoided, and rice, barley, and curries of light 
vegetables are to be used. Food possessing warm qualities is to be 
avoided, and the breakfast should consist of cooling fruits and 
sherbets. The Cold bath is to be used, and thin light dresses are to 
be worn. The surface of the body is to be smeared with cooling 
aromatic applications* cool water should be used for drink, and 
sleep is to be allowed during the day. 

The highest classes of Brahmins, as officiating priests, attend 
rigid:'; to the performance of religious ceremonies, and generally 
bathe in the morning at sunrise. After performing the ceremonies 
of their guardian Deity, they take for breakfast small sweet cakes, 
or a handful of moistened rice, at 10 or 11 o’clock ; as they must 
always purify their body by washing, before eating. They dine 
on boiled rice, peas, and vegetables, and some of them have 
fish curry at 1 or 2 P.M.* 

From eight to eleven o’clock, supper is prepared, and consists of 
the same food as at dinner. The middling and higher classes mix 
a small quantity of milk and gheo with what they cat at dinner and 
supper. 

In some houses instead of boiled rice at night, unlevened flour- 
cakcs are eaten, with a little ghee spread over it. They are often 
eaten with vegetable I'urries or boiled peas, or with the flesh of kids 


* The months of October, .April, and January are considered holy, 
when not only the priesta, but many others, who fire * 1 desirous of ;<u easy 
• ntrcncc into heaven, repair to the river side to bathe, immediately btlore 
flun rite, and to perforin the morning ceremonies. 
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'pigeons, and other birds. These are often eaten with butter by the 
rich. Shop-keepers eat late, and sleep for an hour or two after mid¬ 
day. Their drinks consist of plain water and sugar-candy, or sugar 
and water, to which lime-juice is sometimes added. 

The principal precepts with regard to personal duties are use 
boiled water for drink, sleep all night in a cool, dry and elevated 
situation, and take exercise ; wash the eyes with cold water, which 
will keep them cool, clean, and diminish heat ; and anoint and 
keep the body clean by frequent bathing. Rest alter labour will 
increase strength, prevent fatigue, and promote the freshness of 


the body. 

The diet of the sick is to be regulated by the nature of the sick¬ 
ness, the constitution and strength of the individual, and the 
situation, period, state of the appetite, &c. 

h. Sleep. “ Early to bed and early to rise,” is one of the old and 
most approved maxims of the Hindus ; which indeed is peculiarly 
applicable in a hot enervating climate like Bengal, where the night 
air is so pernicious, and the mornings so cool and healthy. The Hin¬ 
dus sleep on a pretty large mat, with a small sized pillow for the 
head, generally upon the plain ground, or upon a charpay. The mat 
is to be soft and clean, and not circular; the head is to be turned 
towards the east, or rising of the sun ; or south, towards Yama , 
where the person goes after death, and where is the residence of the 
gods. Care is taken not to turn the feet towards their father or 
mother, or superiors. To ha> he mind of the 

person should be tranquil and contented. This will also lx* pro¬ 
mote j usic, and rocking ; by anointing the body with oil ; by 
the use of the bath ; by eating new rice, milk, ghee, and the like ; 
by sherbuts and spirits, and such articles as improve the health; 
by sleeping upon a large mat, in a comfortable house, and at the 
accustomed time. Sleep keeps the humours in a healthy state, im¬ 
proves the colour of the skin, the health, appetite, and strength. 

Watching increases air, dries the body, and diminishes cough and 
fat, and retards the action of poison. Sleeping during the day in¬ 
creases cough and fat., and should be avoided in those in whom phlegm 
is increased, and during the spring, in the rains and winter months, 
&c. It may be indulge 1 in during the hot season, when the habit 
has been acquired and when the air is deranged. 

The Hindus generally rise at 6 o’clock in the morning ; but be¬ 
fore o-ettiug up in the morning and going to sleep, they repeat 
certain prayers. The person next proceeds to perform the duties 
of nature, and then washes his face, mouth, .v They briuh their 
teeth with a small fresh branch of a bitter tree or plant; afterward# 
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'^^tfexchange their night-clothes, and go to their business. The 
" smoking of tobacco is used morning and night, at bed time, and after 
dinner and tiffin. It should be smoked slowly by means of a long 
tube. 


CHAPTER II. 


Materia Medica . 


The following remarks on Materia Medica will be arranged under 
the heads: 1st, general remarks on simple Medicines ; and 2nd, 
regarding the most common preparations and uses of Medicine. 


Section I. 


General remarks on Simple Medicines . 


The Hindu medical writers have recorded many observations on 
the properties and choice of medicines, the situations in which they 
are to be found, the time at which they possess their peculiar pro¬ 
perties in the highest degree, and the manner of preparing and pre¬ 
serving them. These medicines are very numerous ; but from the 
few and indistinct remarks which are recorded of some of them, 
they cannot always be identified. 

The following remarks will be arranged under the heads of the 
vegetable, animal, and mineral kingdoms. A list of the principal 
medicines will be given in the next Chapter, arranged according 
to their effects. 

A. Simple Medicines from the Vegetable Kingdom. The belief 
of there being a remedy for each disease, led the Brahmins to 
mnke a very careful examination of the vegetable kingdom; and a 
targe number of Medicines were discovered, some of which were 
very powerful. The success which followed the employment of 
these remedies in the cure of diseases was invariably supposed to 
rest on individual sanctity, and the divine pleasure which imparts 
it. Hence the groat difficulty of obtaining information ; ns i: is be¬ 
lieved that if such secrets are revealed to others, the medicine lose3 
its eliecU, not only in the hands of the person to whom iu qualities 
have been revealed, but also of the person who had known them be- 
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fore. It is from such selfish motives that the properties of many 
valuable medicines have been lost. There are nine such secrets 
which should not be revealed to any one these are the age of a 


person ; his wealth ; family occurrences ; his bad actions ; or those 
which reflect shame, or dishonour upon him ; his intercourse with 
his wife ; his prayers to his tutelar gods ; his charities ; and tho 
virtues of nostrums the ingredients of which are known to him. 

The simple vegetable medicines are procured from the bark, 
roots, leaves, flowers, fruit, seeds, juices, gums, and wood of plants. 
These medicines are arranged in the following order :— 

1. Bunspati , or those trees which contain fruits without flowers. 

2. Vrikshya , those which contain both flowers and fruit. 

3. Vi rut, creepers with flowers in clusters. 

4. Oshadhi , those plants which die after the ripening of their fruit, 
as rice, &e. 

The effect of medicines from the vegetable kingdom will vary with 
the period at which the medicine is gathered, according as the air is 
agitated with ■wind or not, as it is in the sun or shade, as taken during 
the day or night, during the cold or hot weather, during dry or rainy 
weather, and also according to the interval between the time when 
the medicine is gathered and that when it is used. 

Medicines from this kingdom should not be procured either from 
the jungly, or from a country covered with water ; neither from 
a dry and sandy ground, nor from one that is unequal or has 
many holes, stones, or broken vessels upon it. Situations in any 
way destroyed by insects, or in which white ants have their nests, as 
these are supposed to remove the strength of the earth, or where water 
drops from a choppered roof, where bodies have been burnt or 
buried, where persons have died, or sacred situations are not 
proper places for raising medicinal plants. Soils in which there 
is much salt are also unfavourable for the growth of medicines ; and 
plants that grow at unseasonable times, or when very old, and thoso 
which water forms, or insects have injured are to be thrown away. 

Thesoil most favourable for thegrowth ofmedicincsisufusoft black, 
yellow, or red colour ; is equal, or heavy ; is sit imted near water, 
and where tiees grow luxuriantly, and the grain is moist and glisten* 
ing *• in such situations the soil lias its proper quality of taste. Thoso 
of water are found where the place is swcu, and the plants glistening. 
The qualities of fire are greatest, when the soil has several colours, 
and where the earth i9 light, the trees small and growing at a 
tancefrom each other, and where the young leaves of grass, as they 
burst through the earth, are of a light yellow colour. The qualities of 
«ir predominate in dry places, of a grayish colour, like the ashw at 
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wood. In such situations the earth is light, the trees are few, 
small, dry, and have holes in them, with little juice. The qua¬ 
lities of ether (akdsh) are in excess in such situations as are of a green¬ 
ish colour, are soft in the centre and equal, with many holes. The 
water in such situations is without taste, and the mountains and 
trees are large. 

The rays of the sun and moon produce the colour, &c., of plants. 
Thus the yellow colour of trees is produced by the sun, and such me¬ 
dicine should be gathered during the hot period of the day. Emetics 
are to be gathered at such times, from soils possessing the. qualities of 
ether and air. The moon produces the white and cold plants, which 
should be gathered during the cold season, when the qualities of 
these plants will be most energetic. They will then be sweet, moist 
hke oil, and cold like water. Purgatives are thus to be gathered in 
a soil possessing the qualities of taste and smell. 

The physician should observe the lucky days and hours, and the 
most favourable period of the moon’s age, in order to ensure the 
cure of the disease. The Stars which are predominant on parti¬ 
cular days are to be observed, particularly those which occur on 
odd days. Medicines which are to be exliibited internally, are 
to be taken for the first time on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
They are also to observe the most favourable period of the moon’s 
ago, and that fortunate stars are in the ascendant * 

Before a medicinal plant is gathered in the morning, a prayer 
should be said by the person with his face to the north. The follow- 
* s suc h a prayer, which is supposed to remove any devils which 
may be biding near. 

‘O God! if any devil be lurking here—begone! whether it be 
Wtah Piahachn, Rakshus, or Shri sarpa (the devil of serpents).* 
As the dhrub is being gathered, the person is to say : * O, shrub ! 
as Brumha, Indra, and Vishnu plucked you, for the same reason 
1 now remove you.’ 

B. Simple Medicines derived from the Animal Kingdom . 

These are skin, hair, nails, blood, flesh, bones, fat, marrow, bile, 
milk and dejections. These medicines should be obtained' from heal¬ 
th;, animals, which are neither very old nor very young. The urine 
and other df jactions should be obtained from the female. 

a. Shin, nails , and hair , arc used for fumigations in intermittent 
fevers, &e. 

* '! In r<- pre twenty-seven Stars, rue of which presi les ov reach dnr 
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b. Blood . When there has been a great loss of blood, it is some¬ 
times exhibited internally. 


c. Flesh is mixed with oily and other medicines, and vegetables ; 
and is given in weakness, phthisis, and in nervous diseases. 

d. Bones. The ashes of bones, mixed with other medicines, are 
exhibited in nervous diseases and those of children. -They are also 
used to fumigate. 

e. Fat is used principally externally, as in the form of oint¬ 
ment, &c. 

f. Marrow is used externally in the form of ointment, and inter- 
nally in cases of weakness. 

g. Bile is considered a stimulant, and is used in fever ; also as 
an external application, as to the eye. 

h. Milk is one of the principal articles of food. It is used in 
combination with decoctions, and given internally in diseases of 
children, and for nervous diseases. It is often used with oil as an 
external application. 

i. Urine is pungent and slightly bitterish and saltish to the taste. 
It is slightly laxative and cures diseases of phlegm, air, worms ; 
and diseases produced from poison : it is also of use in leprosy, and 
in dropsical swellings, jaundice, and dyspepsia. Cow’s urine is gene¬ 
rally preferred. 

k. Dung . The moisture contained in cow's dung is used in in¬ 
flammation, and in discolouring of the skin. It is .Iso given inter¬ 
nally, and prepared with other medicines. 


C. Simple Medicines derived from the Mineral Kingdom . 

These consist of metals, (Dhatu) and inferior minerals ( Upadhdtu). 

Of Salts (Lavana), Saindhava is the best form of Rock-salt. 

There are four kinds of kshhra , 1 Java, (salt-petre) 2 SarjikA 
(natron) 3 Psksham (Bitloben) 4 Tankana (Borax). 

I. To Yavakshar, add Saji mat i (natron or alkali) and Scliaga 
(borax), &c. 

Stimudmm , or common sea-salt, is less powerftil than the black 
salt (bitlnbnn). It is stomachic, and cures air and indigestion. 

S i vakslwi* or Suchal, (an impure soda; is used in splee i (gulmo), 
cholic (shtil), and dyspepsia. There are other salts, such as Vamako, 
Udhada, &c. ; but their qualities are the e; me as above. 

Salt increases appetite; produces disease • of the blood and bile. 
It cures gulma, piles, dysentery and stone. 

Metals (dhatu).— Iron and tin were the only metals used inter* 
nally by tho Hindu Physicians ; but in the more modoru works 
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other metals are described, and were probably introduced into 
Hindustan two or three hundred years ago, probably for mercenary 
purposes ; as the Physician, before the recovery of his patient, only 
eceived his recompence for the medicine he prescribed. 

The metals now used in medicine are as follows :—Quicksilver, 
gold, silver, copper, iron, lead and zinc. 

1. Mercury (Siitam, Rasa or Parada.) 

Quicksilver is found in Thibet; in the form of cinnabar, and in its 
native state in Nepal. 


Shiv declared to Durga that, if properly prepared, quicksilver will 
cure all diseases, even should they be of a fatal nature. Quicksilver 
is used either in its metallic state, or reduced so as to lose its 
peculiar properties. In both forms it is useful for the cure of 
diseases. 

Quicksilver is often in an impure state, as when it is mixed with 
blacklead, stone, poison, tin, or other impurities of the same kind ; 
another bad quality is when it resembles fire, and when it disperses 
in different directions. Good quicksilver is of a slight blueish 
colour, like water internally and externally, and bright like the sun 
at mid-day. It is also good when it has a brownish, or whitish 
colour; but if it has a mottled appearance it is not good. 

To purify quicksilver from lead ; mix it with rice-water and expose 
the mixture to fire, which will remove its bad ingredients. To purify 
quicksilver from tin ; mix it with the powder of Vishal (Cucumis 
eoloevnthis) and Ankotha (Alangium hexapetalum), and then expose 
the mixture to fire. To remove the other impurities, add the juice of 
Cassia fistula. To purify quicksilver when it separates into globules ; 
mix it with the juice of datura and lime, and then expose it to 
heat. To destroy the poisonous qualities of quicksilver mix the three 
kinds of Myrobalau, and then expose it to heat. It is thus fit 


for use. 

Quicksilver is the semen of Shiv; and being difficult to prepare, 
the practitioner is first to pray to Vishnu, &c., on a lucky day ; and 
agreeable pres nts are to be made to virgins, and families of Brah¬ 
mins before the process is commenced. The following prayer is then 
to be offered up to Sliiv. 

« O Ugra (wrathful oue!) I salute you! and O T r gra, I pay my rever¬ 
ence ! Goi iksha, Ishwara, Sarva, Shiva and Bhadra ; I salute your 
different forms ; and ask your gracious assistance in rendering this 
medicine successful.’ The quantity of mercury to bo prepared 
should not be less than one pala ; and some say wbon only a 
tun all quantity can be obtained, prepare two tolas. 

To purify mercury f>o as to render it fit for being used as medi- 
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take oi turmerick, brick-dust, suet, the juice of lemons 
(or congee, if limes are not procurable), and the wool of sheep, of each 
one ehhatak, and mix it with one ser of quicksilver. The mixture 
is to be well rubbed in a mortar, for one day, and wash the product 
carefully with water. 

Another means of purifying mercury is to place it in a bag which 
is then to be immersed in congee, and exposed to heat. This 
is called a dolujantra. By this means the quicksilver is completely 
purified. See fig 1. 

Another way of purifying mercury is by sublimation. The appa¬ 
ratus is called U rddhwap/ttcinajantra ; and is used in this man¬ 
ner. Take vermilion and the juice of lemons ; dry it in the sun and 
then sublime. It is then to be rubbed with more of the lime, 
or the juice of the Paribhadra (the coral tree or Erythrina fulgens) 
and nimba (Melia azadirachta). They are to be mixed for three hours 
and again sublimed. See fig 2. 

Quicksilver is also purified by evaporation, by means of Vaka- 
jantra or retort of this form. See fig 3. 

Before quicksilver is mixed with sulphur the following prayer is 
to be offered up. *0 Shiv, may you so order that this preparation may 
be so made as to enable it to cure all diseases/ When such pray¬ 
er is offered up with faith, by a holy Brahmin, it will be granted. 
Then mix six parts of sulphur with one of quicksilver, put it in a 
crucible of this form (fig 4 *) with its opening properly luted, place 
this in a sand bath, which is formed in this manner—(see fig. 5) and 
apply heat slowly. When the mixture is completed, take the crucible 
off the fire and break it; the contents may then be used for medicine. 

There are four forms in which quicksilver is used in medicine ; 


the black, white, yellow and red forms. 

The black kind is formed by dissolving equal parts of sulphur and 
quicksilver over the fire, when the residue will assume this colour 
which is the most common form in which mercury isuse.l in practice. 

To form while mercury (hydrargyrum precipitation album). Take 
of Borax, honey, lac, and the wool of sheep ; mix, and add the juice 
of theBhringaraja (Verbesena scandens) ; then add sulphur, and mix 
for one day ; after which expose it to the heat of a sand bath until it 
is reduced to ashes. It will be white like pure camphor, and will re¬ 
semble the corrosive sublimate. Another kind of white mercury is 
made by mixing turmerick, brick-dust, suet, amalaki, (phyllanthus 


* The crucible is made l y mixing two parts f the ashes of paddy, ono 
of the earth of white ants, one pint of iron cinders one part of white 
stone (safied miti) and one part of hair; mix with milk, and bet 

half u day. The crucible is then to be formt- h uud dried in the sun or 
fire, for use. 
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iica or emblic myrobalan) boira, (beleric myrobalan) and har 
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cbsbilic myrobalan) chita (treacle), congee, and the juice of the 
ghritakumarl, or Indian aloes, mix for one day, and then add half 
ths weight of prepared sulphur. 

Another form is made with rock salt, blue vitriol, sulphur, chalk, 
alum and quicksilver in equal quantities ; mix the whole with the 
juice of the lemon. This is to be put in an earthen vessel over 
which another is to be placed and the juncture luted (Seefig 5). 
The mixture is then to be exposed for a day to the action cf 
fire, when the mercury will he white and prepared for use. 

The use of the white form of mercury is very important. It cures 
rheumatism, and the eighty diseases of air, as well as the diseases of 
bile and phlegm. Should it affect the gums, a gargle of curdled milk 
should be employed. This preparation of mercury will also be found 
useful in shul, (colic,) fistula in ano, in diseases of the eye, in 
diseases of the arms, and in general debility ; as it increases 
strength, appetite, and the general colour of the body. 

The yelloxo preparations of mercury are made in the following 
manner. Mix equal parts of sulphur, quicksilver, and the sundu 
plant and myrobalan. Dry the mixture and put it in a sand bath, 
and npply beat for twenty-four hours. When properly prepared 
it has a yellow colour. This preparation increases the appetite, and 
cures dropsy and dyspepsia. 

Red Factitious cinnabar or red sulphuret of mercury, when 
in powder vermilion (Hingula) is prepared as follows : mix one 
pala of sulphur, and one pound of black lead with the juice of the 
gliritukumarl ; place it in a clean vessel, put a lute or coating of 
mud and cloth, or a mixture of lime and chalk over it. It is to bo 
exposed in a sand bath for three days, when it will be found of a red 
colour. 

It cures all diseases, even of the fatal kind. It removes weak¬ 
ness, improves the appetite and memory, diminishes fat, and cures 
leprosy. It requires to be given a proper menstruum and mixed 
with oiher medicines. The dose is then one ganja. 

Another form of mercury is prepared by mixing the black pre¬ 
paration in an iron spoon. Add a little ghee, and then expose 
it to heat. When melted throw it into a leaf of the plantain. 
It is then called Basaparpati or cafte m*?rcury and is very useful in 
dropsy, chronic dysentery, and as an alterative. 

2nd .^6 old. This, as well as the other metals, is first to be 
reduced by beating to small thin plates. These arc to bo exposed 
to a red heat, and in this state cooled separately in oil, curdled rnilk, 

< r '>*■ ■ urine, congee, uud a decoction of kulattha (a kind of pea). This 
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fcess is to be repeated seven times in each liquid. The 
metal is then considered as prepared for use. Some only quench 
the hot metal in the above liquids tlmee times. It is also recom¬ 
mended that metals should be cooled twelve times in a mixture 


of the juice of the leaves of the tuk and akanda trees, with brim¬ 
stone. In other cases three parts of the metal are mixed with 
one of quicksilver and exposed to heat. Other mixtures are recom¬ 
mended by different authors for oxidizing the metal. 

The preparations of gold are considered as most valuable 
medicines, curing nearly all diseases, even those in which other 
medicines have been used without any good result. The general 
effect of these preparations is to increase memory, and restore 
the vigour of manhood. 

The usual manner of preparing gold for use is to mix 16 times 
the quantity of the gold plates to one of lead, and add lemon juice 
and ghritacttmdri , or Indian aloes. They are to be rubbed together, 
exposed to heat, aiid made into boluses of the usual size. Or take of 
the mass of gold plates, mix with quicksilver and sulphur, add a lit¬ 
tle water, or the juice of ghritacumari , make it mto a large mass ; put 
it in an earthern pot with a mouth well secured, surround the vessel 
with a mixture of clay and cow-dung, and expose it to the cun to dry. 
It is thus to be exposed to the fire twelve different times, until it is 
reduced to powder. Some practitioners mix lead, sulphur, and 
•quicksilver together with the gold, and the mixture is then pvi pared 
as above. The oxide of gold thus prepared is often mixed with 
other metals; and is considered a valuable medicine in chronic dis¬ 
ease?, in intermittent fevers, in gonorrhoea, and in diseases of the 
spleen. It is considered an excellent tonic, improving vision, reducing 
the bulk of the body, and is good for consumption, and pregnant wo¬ 
men and children. It is useful in diseases of air, bile, and phlegm. 

Silver. This raetul is prepared by mixing two parts of it reduced 
tt> small thin plates, with one of brimstone. These arc to be well 
mixed, lemon juice is to be added, and the whole surround¬ 
ed by a mixture of cow-dung and clay, and exposed to a high heat 
in a furnace, in the same manner as that in which gold wus stated 
to be prepared. This preparation is sour, cooling, and astringent ; 
and it cures deranged air, promotes appetite, strength, digestion. 


and the colour of the skin. It also engthons life, and is of much use 
in all chronic diseases, as it puritiec the body and the dejections. 

Hopper. This metal is found in tl • north of India. It is puvi- 
iffed by boiling for three days with o strong heat, the small tldn 
plates in cow’s urine. The metal is then e * be mixed wnh two parts 
of brimstone and one part of rock-suit, to which the juice of the 
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ton lias been added. The mixture is then to be surrounded with 
a coating of cow's dung and clay, and exposed to the fire of a fur¬ 
nace, when it is ready for use. To prevent its producing vomiting 
and purging, put the mixture into a bulbous root called Surana , 
which has been hollowed out ; it is then to be covered with a mix¬ 
ture of dung and clay, and exposed to heat. 

The sulphuret of copper (Tiitaka) is prepared by mixing two 
parts of the thin plates with one of sulphur. It is then to be ex¬ 
posed to heat for two hours. The medicine will neither produce 
giddiness, vomiting nor purging. 

Ihese preparations of copper are found useful in fevers, particu¬ 
larly tne intermittent kinds, diarrhoea, spleen and diseases of the 
*i\er and blood. It is also, useful in leprosy, colic, piles and in¬ 
digestion*. 

Lead (sisaka). This metal is found in many parts of Hindus¬ 
tan and is prepared for use by mixing it with the juice of the dkanda, 
tree. It should remain immersed for three days ; then wash the metal 
in water, and mix it with the juice of the leaves of the vasaka tree 
(Justicia ganderussa) and sulphur. Put it into an earthern vessel, 
and expose it to a high heat. It is then ready for use, and is re¬ 
commended in gonorrhoea, chronic diarrhoea, in leprosy and in ulcers. 

Tin ( Trapu and Ilanga). One part is to be mixed with the same 
quani.itv of sulphur, mix it with the milk of the arka tree (calotropis 
gigantea), and the dry bark of the Banian tree. Hub them together 
in a hot mortar for many days. 

It is then prepared for use, and is bitter and sour to the taste. 
It diminishes fat, the diseases of phlegm, is an Anthelmintic, 
and cures gonorrhoea and jaundice. It is to be avoided in dis- 
eases of air. 

Zinc, and other metals are prepared in tiie same way as copper, 
and their effects upon t lie system ere the same. 


Sulphuret of Antimony (Rasanjana Sanvira) is generally ob¬ 
tained fruin Nepaul or Siam. It is prepared for use by placing 
it in lime water, and exposing it for several hours to the sun. It is 
exhibited in diseases of the eye, in the form of a collyrium, mixed 
with the juice of the ripe pomegranate. It is applied to the edges 
tf the eyelid to increase the brilliancy of the organ ; and it is 
aim used ns an emetic in the first stage of the fever, and in combi- 
nation with other medicines. 

/ ^ roil (Lauhn). is found in many ports of Hindustan in the 


p» («pn ration is also it d for strengthening the teeih, and for 
• and improving their colour, 
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oxide, in ochres, bog ores, and other friable earthy substances. 
The two following ores are almost commonly used by the Hindus as 
medicines :— 

Sulphate of Iron (kashi'sha). This is prepared for use by mace¬ 
rating it in a decoction of the leaves of hemp. It is bitter to the 
taste; and is useful in epilepsy, in white leprosy, in diseases of the eyes, 
in diabetes, in amenorrhcea, and in phthisis. It is considered tonic, 
amenagogue, anthelmintic. An Iron Oxide called Sarnamunku ? 
is prepared by mixing two parts with one part of rock-salt, and with 
lemon juice in an iron vessel. Apply heat, and rub it with an iron 
pestle, until it becomes of a fine red colour. It is then slightly 
bitter and sweet; and is of use in gonorrhoea, in diseases of the 
urine, in worms, and in various diseases of the bile and phlegm. 
It is usually exhibited in combination with other medicines for 
improving the strength. 

There are also other varieties of iron. The Kanta (steel ?) is 
the best, and is prepared as follows :— The iron is to be made into 
three small plates —exposed to heat, and quenched in the juice of 
the plantain tree. Repeat this seven times : make a furnace by 
digging a hole one cubit in depth, and the same in circumference 
— fill it with live charcoal, mix the iron with half its weight of (Swind 
Maaker) the common ryritie iron ore, mix them in the juice of the 
tliree Mirabuli —add one fourth of red arsenic (Manahshila), rub them 
together with sour congee-— expose them to heat in the usual man¬ 
ner with a blast furnace, which is to be well covered ; remove the iron 
when in a red hot state, and queneli it in a mixture of the throe 
JNIirabuli—beat on an anvil to separate the oxidized p*rt. Again 
expose the iron as before, so as to reduce all the iron to this oxide, 
which is used by rubbing it with cow’s urine ; make it into small 
boluses, put them in an earthen vessel, and expose the mixture to the 
heat of a fire of cow’s dung. Repeat this a number of times—from 10 
to 1000.—It should never be used unless prepared at least with 
an exposure to heat more than ten times, and it will be so much 
better if repeated a great many more times. In this state il does 
not sink in water, and there is no alterative so good as this. It is 
an excellent tonic, improves digestion and removes all diseases. 

When iron has been exposed for many years in the earth it i$ 
changed to a red colour, easily powdered. It is called mondulo, and is 
used for tho same diseases as the above preparations of iron. 

Arsenic. _'The yellow sulphuretof .U sMiic or yellow Orpuncnt 

(Haritala) is brought to India from China and the Burmun domi¬ 
nions 5 is purified by boiling it in the water of a kind of gonaro Kus- 
hundo • in lime water ; in oil | and in sow t ■» or throe 
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each. Tiiis medicine is also purified by mixing it 
parts of nitre, and then subliming it. This is done by placing 
it in an earthen pot with another over it, and applying heat for a 


day and a night. 

This is a very celebrated medicine in the black leprosy, and in 
fever. It also improves the colour of the body. 

Red Arse?iic, or red Orpiment (Manahshila) is brought from Japan 
and is prepared by macerating it in the juice of the Boke tree, 
or in the juice of the fresh ginger. It is tonic, aud is used for 
removing diseases of phlegm, for Asthma, &c. 

White'ox ide of Arsenic (Daarmuch) is prepared by being macer¬ 
ated in the juice of the lemon, and then boiled, in the juice of the 
plantain tree. It is used in doses of the fourteenth part of a grain, 
in conjunction with aromatics, to check obstinate intermittent fevers, 
in glandular and leprous affections, in the same way as the yellow 
Arsenic. 


Minerals ( Upadhalu), 

Theminerals which are employed in medicine are mica, diamond, 
precious stones, brimstone, ammonia, a particular shell, and the 
fragrant earth obtained from Surat. 

1. Mica (abhra) is first to be exposed to a high heat, and then 
thrown into the juice of the Justicia Gandarussa , rub them toge¬ 
ther, and expose the mixture to a high heat. This is to be repeated 
ten times ; when it is considered ready for use. It is reduced to 

v powder, and is then said to cure all diseases. As it increases the 
the secretion of semen it is used for curing impotency, lengthens 
life, and strengthens judgment. 

2. Diamond (hfrnka, vajra) there are four varieties ; white, yel¬ 
low, red, and black. The first is said to resemble the brahraun class, 
the second the kshattriya ; and the othe r two the vaishya and the 
shudra. The large, soft, round, square, and bright, without inequa¬ 
lity s or cracks, is considered masculine ; the small, hard, five an¬ 
gular, and cracked diamond is considered feminine, and the oblong 
and triangular kind is considered as neuter. Thu first is the bust 
kind, it alone should be used in medicine. 

It is prepared by being covered with clay and cowdung, and 
exposed to heat for a day and a half. Soak it then in the urine of 
a horse, exposo it to bout seven times, when it is considered pre¬ 
pared for use. 

Use. It lengthens life, and improves the strength and colour of 
tho hudy ; and euros many diseases. 

Precious 8'tones (mamkya)—-these are pearls, and corals. They 
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nre prepared by mixing them with lemon juice for a day. Then 
boil them in a mixture of the juice of the three mirabuli. This is 
done by exposing them in a bag, covered with a coating of clay 
and cow-dung—(See fig. 6) and reduce the medicine for use. It 
is considered a good tonic, and cures many diseases. 

4. Sulphur fg andhaka") is prepared by mixing it with lime, water, 
oil and congee, and exposing it to heat, upon an iron vessel, for three 
hours. It is then ready for use as a medicine, and is adminis¬ 
tered in combination with other metals. 

o. Ammonia (nisliaadul) is prepared by mixing it with lime 
water in a bag (golaaguntro) for several hours. It is used in pre¬ 
paring mercury, and some other medicines. It is not used by itself. 

6. A shell called (shankanabhi) is sometimes used as a medi¬ 
cine, in combination with others. It is prepared by being macerated 
in lime-juice. 

7. The fragrant earth obtained from Surat called Saurashtra- 
matf is prepared by macerating it in the juice of the lemon lor 
several hours, and then drying it. It is of use in cases of chronic 
diarrhoea, and dysentry. It is generally given in combination v-uh 
other medicines. 


CHAPTER III. 

Pharmacy , or the preparation of Medicines. 

In this Chapter, the weights and measures, with the preparation, 
and forms, and doses of Medicine will be cousidcied. 


Section I. 

JVcighls and Measures. 

Weights and measures were reduced to a more exact form by the 
col* brat* 'l Maadopokoro, who i>> the author of the work named 
Paribhashi which treats of this subject. lour of the pai titles 
of dust which are seen flouting in the sun’s rays as it enters a dark 
room make one liksha 

6 Likshas are equal to 1 Sorroko or Mustard-seed. 

6 Mustard-seeds make 1 Yava, or Barley-corn ; 

3 Barley-corns make 1 Gunja (or seeds d Abrus preeatorius.) 

3 Gunjas are equal to 1 Tola. 
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unja are equal to 1 Pranaka. 

4 Masa' are equal to 1 Saanoo. 

2 Saanoos equal to 1 Tola or Weight of a Rupee. 


<SL 


Tola's 
Karslia 
Shuktis 
Tolas* 
Palas 
Palas 
8 Palas 
6 Palas 
4 Prasthas 


1 Karsha or Aksha. 

„ 1 Shukti. 

or 8 Tolas equal to 1 Pal. 

„ 1 Karsha or Aksha. 

„ 1 Prasrita (handful.) 

„ 1 Kudava or i a Ser. 


2 Kudavas=l Mansko or Sharava ora Ser. 

1 Prastha or 2 Sers. 

1 Patra or 8 Sers equal to 1 Adhaka, and 

4 Adhaka make 2 Dronas equal to 1 Shurpa or 64 Sers 2 Shdrpas 
make 1 Ghonee or 128 Sers ; and 16 Chonies make 1 Kharee ; and 
100 Palas are equal to 1 Tola*. 

Some authors say that there are 5 Rattis in 1 Masha (Sursutoh) 
others that there are 8 or 10 Tolas in 1 Masha. In general Practice 

5 Ratis are equal to 1 Masha in making pills, extracts, and powders. 
In decoctions and infusions 10 Rattis arc equal to 1 Masha, 8 
Masha are equal to 1 Tottah or 64 Juugahs, is equal to and 8 Tolas 
are equal to 1 Pala. These are the weights which are used for dry 
medicines. Several other varieties of weights are given in other 
books. 

Double the weight of moist medicines should be taken beyond 
the dose of dry articles ; until the weight exceeds a Khoombo, 32 
tolas, or half a 6eer in weight, when the dose in both should be 
the same. Should the juice of the vegetables be very strong, half 
the dose ojT the dry medicine should be given. Lists of medicines 
are then given in the medical works, with the dose of each variety. 

The Fluid measure consists of a pot made of bamboo, wood, or 
iron, four fingers breath in depth, and one in circumference. It is 
called korobo or fluid measure. 

Before a medicine is exhibited to a sick person, the physician 
should examine the slate of the air, bile, and phlegm, the internal 
heat, the individual’s strength, the age of the person, the cause pro¬ 
ducing the disease, and lastly the ingredients of which the medicine 
is composed. lie is next to note whether or not the intestines 
luive been cleared out, and after the best consideration the medicine 
Is then to be administered. 


* A Tola in the Sanscrit MSS. 10 equal to § Toll of the modern 
in Mcdicnl works. 
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Section II. 


Preparation and arrangement of Medicines. 


Pharmacy, or the preparation of Medicines, is treated of in four 
Books, stated to have been derived from the great God, Tshear a. 

The Hindu physicians participated largely in the error of em¬ 
ploying drugs, without examining sufficiently the properties of 
simple medicines, and their application in different diseases; they 
supposed they augmented efficacy by multiplying ingredients, and 
have crowded their works with numerous compounds, without a 
consideration of the different ingredients. The exhibition of in¬ 
ternal remedies is generally made without a sufficieut reference to 
the circumstances of the case, their comparative efficacy in parti¬ 
cular cures, and the stages and modifications of diseases in which 
thev are employed. They often do not specify exactly the pro¬ 
portion of the ingredients, but a large number are used in equal 
proportions, although the dose is not always exactly specified. It 
will only be necessary to give a specimen of each preparation. 

These preparations are varied according to the peculiar purpose 
which they are intended to serve. These receipts are often care¬ 
fully retained, and handed down in families as useful remedies, not 
in extensive classes of diseases, but in many cases as certain cures 
for all sorts of diseases. It being supposed that the value of the 
simple medicines was increased, and their action rendered more 
salutary by a proper mixture, led the practitioners at an early 
period to investigate the nature of these substances, and to study 
chemistry. Thus they knew the stages of vinous aud acetous fer¬ 
mentations. They also used the Pharmaceutical forms of infu¬ 
sions, decoctions, extracts, mixtures, &c., which improved the 
qualities of these medicines. 

\ll kinds of medicines arc best recent, with the exception of 
honey, ghee, ginger, long-pepper, and belongo. These medicines 
should be kept some time before they me used as medicine. 
Fresh medicines should lone their proper s;.u d ''di.-h they s lowly 


lose, and when they are n year old they are to be thrown away. 
Plants obtained from the llinmluyn mountain* are the best, as the 
juice of such plaids is usually tie stroupesl. Cowherds, hun¬ 
ters &cmay he employed to collect medicinal plants ; but a 
Br&hmin* should be preferred, particularly l he is poor, aud has 
performed (he necessary ablutions aud pnnen. 
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, < edicines from the animal kingdom arc to be taken for yomij 
•Subjects—and secretions, such as milk, urine, &c., are to be taken 
after the digestion of the food of the animal. 

The effect of these remedies is either to increase, diminish or 
cure deranged air, bile, and phlegm, or their diseases, or those of 
the essential parts of the body. The simple forms of medicines 
are sometimes applied externally, but when a medicine was disco¬ 
vered to possess some property it was usually combined with nu¬ 
merous other remedies of the same kind, in the hope of augment¬ 
ing the efficiency of the remedy by multiplying the ingredients. 
On this account the individual articles of the Materia Mediea were 
rarely employed singly. 

Medicines should be prepared in a good house, and in a retired 
situation. If prepared in open situations, in boats, in bazars, and 
by the sides of roads, their qualities are liable to be injured by 
unfavourable influences. Should a bad woman, or one menstruat¬ 
ing, touch a medicine it will lose its qualities. Medicines given in 
too small doses will be like throwing a little water upon a large fire 
that rather increases than diminishes it. In like manner too large 
doses of medicine will increase the diseases, and will be liable to 
produce other diseases. 

There is no medicine with one quality, so there is no disease in 
which there is one humor alone affected; mediciues, should there¬ 
fore be mixed according to the state of the patient, the term, and 
the virulence of the disease. If a medicine consisting of one or 
two ingredients is not found useful, other ingredients should be 
mixed with it; and in other cases some of the ingredients should 
be removed from the prescription. 


Section III. 

Forms of Medicines. 

The qualities of the different medicines are modified by exhibit¬ 
ing them in the Pharmaceutical forms of infusions, extracts, mix¬ 
tures, &c. These preparations are divided into medicines used 
externally, and those which are used internally. Of the former 
class are oiutinents composed of oil, ghee, or the like, with the 
juice of the leaves of trees, &c. The internal preparations aro 
formed of various ingredients, and are administered without any 
reference to the cir< umstances of their administration, their com- 


129 



x mrativc efficacy and proportions, or the stages and modifications of 
diseases in which they are to be employed. Some of the sim¬ 
ple medicines arc very powerful, and their action is too little 




known. 

Internal medicines are usually given in the form of 1. Powders, 
(churna) ; 2. Fresh juices (swarasa) ; 3 . Pastes ( [kalka) ; 4 . Decoc¬ 
tions, &c. ( kwdtha , shita), and infusions ( phdnta ) ; 5 . Extracts 
(pliannita ); 6. Roasted medicines {patrap&ka) ; 7 . Spirituous mix¬ 
tures ( arishta , dsava and surd) ; 8. Pills (vatikd) ; 9 . Electuaries 
(i avaUya) ; and 10. Oils ( taila ). 

1. — Powders. Powders, or dry medicines, are often used instead 
of green herbs on account of their scarcity. 

For preparing such medicines, dry the vegetable in the sun qr 
over the tire, powder it in a pestle and mortar, and clean the pow¬ 
der by passing it through a sieve. 

The usual dose of such powders is from one mdshi to half a 
told, and it is usually administered with water. They are usually 
employed in diarrhoea and dysentery, and as a purgative, emetic, 
&c. 

2 . — The fresh juice of Plants. This is a frequent form of exhi¬ 
biting medicines. The juice, is generally of the leaves, and is pre¬ 
pared by boiling and then straiuing. 

3 . — Pastes . These arc made by griuding the medicine between 
two stones. 

4 . — Infusions and Decoctions , fy'c. Infusions are prepared by 
mixing one part of the medicine with four parts of boiling water. 
They are to be infused four hours, and the water strained for 
use. 

Pdrdi/a, is a weaker form of decoction, which is frequently ad¬ 
ministered to afford immediate relief, such as Sharanga P&niya 
which is prepared in the following manner:— 

Take of Musta, (Cyperus rotundus,) 

Parpalika , (Oldenlandia biflora,) 

Chandana , (Sandal wood,) 
huskus, (Cuseus grass,) 

Bhdlu Shunt hi> (dry ginger,) 

of each an equal quantity. Two folds of this to be mixed with 
two sei'S of water and boiled down to one ser , dose, a chhatdk 
occasionally# This is an excellent drink to cheek thirst. 

For decoctions take two folds of meheiues to half a ser of 
water; or one part to sixteen parts of water, and boil down to one 
quarter; strain and take this quantit y twice day. Some recom¬ 
mend eight parts of water to one of the medicine, which is to be 
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down to one quarter. These decoctions are made fresh 
as required, and a little honey is usually added. Weak decoctions 
are prepared by adding two tolas to two sers of water, which is to 
be boiled to one half the quantity. This is to be taken several 
times a day. Sometimes medicinal powders are added to the de¬ 
coction. 

Pdnchana is another form of decoction. It is prepared by de¬ 
cocting two tolas of certain drugs in a pint of water, and reducing 
it to one quarter; dose , a chhatdk twice a day in cases of fever, 
dysentery, &c. 

Prakapali is a form of decoction in which medicines are added 
in powder, to increase the strength of the decoction. 

Sometimes the medicine is recommended to be prepared for use 
by maceration (sldtakwdtha) for a night in cold water. The water 
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is then strained for use. 

The fresh juice of plants is considered the strongest form ot 
medicine. The decoction is next, and those obtained by macera¬ 
tion and by infusion are the weakest. 

5._ Extracts. Make a decoction of the medicine, mix it with 

jagry, boil until it becomes thick, or until a small portion when 
thrown into water does not mix for some time, nor swim in the 
water; or when a piece of it sticks upon a board when thrown 
upon it. The extract is then prepared for use. Too much boiling 
should be avoided, as by this meaus the medicine loses its peculiar 
qualities. 

Bhdvana is made by reducing the medicine to powder aud mix¬ 
ing it with a decoction of the same drug, and then exposing it, 
from time to time, to the influence of the suu. 

G.— Roasting. These medicines are prepared by crushing them 
between two stones with the addition of water. When in a state 
of pulp, wrap them in the leaves of the blackberry, or Indian fig- 
tree, tie it tight with a string aud cover it with a coating of clay 
an inch thick. It is then to be exposed to the fire of cow-dung 
until the clay is red. It is then ready for use, and may be exhi¬ 
bited in the form of powders or pills. 

7. —Spirituous Mixtures or Wines are often recommended by 
writers on medicine. 

8. _ Pills . Tills are pn pared in different ways ; some are made 

by rubbing the medicine between stones, others by macerating or 
grinding to powder, which is tlieu to he mixed with water or 
syrup, and placed in an open place at night. Other pills are 
formed by boding and allowing the mixture to stand in the ail or 
in the sun, and then forming it into balls or pills, which are called 
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and Gutikd. Each should weigh from one half to one 
quarter of a told. There are different names and measures for pre¬ 
paring them according to the nature of the medicine, and the 
manner in which it is to be used. 

9 . — Electuaries. These preparations are made by boiling down 
the decoction of the medicine to one quarter, mix sugar with it, 
again boil for some minutes, and when it has arrived at the con¬ 
sistence of congealing quickly, on being removed from the fire, 
add the usual powders. 

Electuaries to he sucked (LeJuja). These medicines are made with 
syrups, powders and certain other medicines. They are very use¬ 
ful in curing dysentery, cough, heemoptysis, &c. 

10 . — Oils. Oils arc usually prepared by mixing four times tfie 
quantity of milk, whey, cow’s urine, &c.; then boil, and when the 
watery part is evaporated, certain fragrant medicines are added, 
and it is then strained through cloth. These oils are used as 
external applications. Several such preparations of oils are used, 
as errhines. Considerable experience is required in boiling the oils, 
as if too little or too much boiled they will not produce the desired 

effect. . 

Ghee is prepared in the same manner ; but without the addition 
of the odoriferous medicine. It does not produce froth as oil 
does; and it is known to be ready when the sediment which re* 
mains in the vessel is soft like wax, is easily twisted and does not 
burn with a noise when a small piece is thrown upon the fire. 

Oil, ghee, and jagry cannot be prepared in one day, as the dif¬ 
ferent ingredients will retain different qualities, and not possess 
the proper uniform quality. Medicines that contain oil, ghee, or 
jagry, extracts, and pills, become useless after a year. The quality ol 
boiled ghee and jagry are daily improved by keeping, whereas raw oil 
becomes rancid after two months. Fresh drugs lose their properties 
after one year, some powders are weakened, or are rendered useless, 
after being kept lor three months ; other medicines made from coral, 
pearl, ruby, shells, &e., will not lose their qualities in two years. 

These were the most ancient forms in which vegetable medicines 
were employed. In the course of time other preparations, and 
other forms of medicine, were added to those obtained from the 
vegetable kingdom, such as those from the mineral, and animal 
kingdoms. The latter class were usually applied externally with 
oil. When this class was used internally tin were mixed with 
ghee ; such as broths, or mixed with other medicines* &c. 
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Doses of Medicine . 

Immediately after birth an aperient is to be given, as until the 
bowels arc affected the child will not be well. Such an infant to a 
month old is to get one rati of medicine in a moist state; and 
formed with honey, milk, sugar, or ghee. One rati is to be added 
for each additional month ; until one year, the dose is to be given ; 
up to the 10th year one tn&thd is to be given for a dose, one" addi¬ 
tional m/ishd each year, and more is to be given according to the 
age, up to the 70 th year. After this age the doses of medicine are 
to be diminished to those fit for a boy of sixteen. 

Above seven years, crrhines are to be given; above 12 years 
fumigations may be used. In the months of October, November 
January and February, when the season is cold, medicines should 
be given at noon ; in the four hot and moist months, May, June, 
August and September, medicines should be administered in the 
evening and morning ; and in the rains (July and August), when the 
climate is temperate, medicines may be administered at any time. 

Medicines are not to be administered when the person is much 
frightened, after vomiting or purging, after eating, violent exercise 
or fever, when under the influence of great grief, and when he 
cannot sleep at night, when the food is not digested, when the 
body is very hot, and when affected with much thirst. 

Before administering any of the above Medicines, the practi¬ 
tioner must consider the state of the disease, the state of the 
internal fire and strength of the patient; his age, sex, &c. If too 
strong medicine is given for a slight disease, it will cure the dis¬ 
ease, but will produce another disease. If such a strong medicine 
is given to a weak person it will produce faintness and restless¬ 
ness ; in other cases it destroys life. If too small a quantity of 
medicine he given, it will produce no good effect. It is, therefore, 
necessary to be careful to administer the proper dose of the medi¬ 
cine. In mild diseases give half a pint of the decoction for pro¬ 
ducing the purgative effect, and one told of the powder; of the 
paste two tolas (that is one told of the present weight). 

in administering medicine, the practitioner should recollect that 
a weak medicine will not cure a severe disease, as a large fire can- 
1101 be quenched by a few drops of water. In like manner strong 
,l " brine, when given to cure slight diseases, will produce other 
< V, K as the root of the sun-plant will die when heavy showers of 
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continually fall upon it. Consequently medicine should be 
administered according to the strength and age, to the stage and 
nature of the sickness, and to the kind of medicine as specified in 
the shastras. It is also very necessary in preparing medicine that 
the exact proportion of the different ingredients be observed ; for 
if more or less of any one of the ingredients be used than specified, 
it will have a tendency to increase rather than cure the disease. 

Should the sick person be strong, and not too young, a whole dose 
of the medicine may be given. Thus, with such a person, when 
oil decoctions and the like are to be given, one pala is the dose. 
To a moderately strong person three fourths of a dose are to be 
given, or 3 aJcshas or G tolas. Should the sick person be in a state 
of weak health, or be old, or an infant, half a dose should be given 
or five ratis, or one mdshd, whether it be made of oil, ghee, a decoc¬ 
tion, or any other medicine. Of electuaries and syrups one or two 
karshds may be given, according to circumstances. The dose is 
afterwards to be increased or diminished according to the circum¬ 
stances of the case, such as the frequency and cousistence of the 
dejections, &c. 


Section V. 

Administration of Medicines 

The Hindus used either iron or stone mortars, warmed or cold. 
The hot mortar was prepared by exposing it to a fire made with 
the dry litter of goats and the husks of rice. The Pestle was 
made of iron or earthenware. It requires to be quite clean and of 
a sufficient size to hold by the hand. A prayer should always be 
said over the mortar before the medicines are mixed in it. 

The Hindus, like the other ancient nations, fell into the error of 
endeavouring to accomplish too much without examining suffici¬ 
ently the properties of simple remedies, and their application in 
different diseases. By thus supposing that they augmented the 
efficacy by multiplying the ingredients, they have been led to 
crowd their books with numerous unsuitable medicines. 

The Menstruum in which medicine is to be given is water, honey, 
smrar, fcc. ; or such substances as spec.lily not m nil the body* 
When Vdyu (air) is deranged, cooling and healing things arc to be 
mixed with the medicine; for derange 1 phlegm, warm and dry 
things_and for deranged bile, sweet and cooling substances. 

In diseases of the chest, such ns difficult breathing, cough, 
ulcers of the thorax, of the nose, affections of the voice, the above 
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urns are not proper; as the medicines, such as cxpecto-^ 
sT &c., must be taken frequently so as to keep up their ac¬ 


tion. 


The time for administering medicines is important, some requiring 
to be given before, others during, and a third kind after eating. 
The general opinion is that medicine should be taken on an 
empty stomach as it is then soon digested ; and like a drop of od 
let fall upon water is taken into the system and diffused quickly 
over it. The following precepts should be recollected in the ad- 
ministration of medicines :— 

1 . In short and acute diseases the medicine is to be taken 


without food. 

2 . The medicine may be taken in some cases with advantage 

before eating. , 

3. One half of the medicine should be taken before, and ano¬ 
ther after food. 

4. By the old and weak the medicine should he taken with the 


food. 

5. By others after the food. 

6. Another kind should be taken with a covering. 

7. When the disease is in the middle of the body, the medicine 
is to be taken between the two periods of eating. 

8. Another kind is to be taken with each morsel of food. 

9. Another kind is to be taken after each morsel of food. 

10. For asthma, cough, thirst, a vomiting medicine is to be 
administered frequently. 

In treating some diseases, rice is sometimes excluded; and in 
other diseases, rice alone is allowed after the medicine—in other 
cases more rice than usual is to be taken ; in another form the rice 
is mixed with the medicine when the ]'Orson is strong, with power¬ 
ful internal heat. Medicine should not he given after drinking 
water, after long fasting, nor in great weakness. 

When no liquid for drink is mentioned, water is intended; 
when no part of the vegetable is stated, the root is to used ; and 
when no time is stated, the medicine is intended to be taken in the 
morning. 

Before administering medicine the following prayer is to be 
offered up : 

“ Oh ! Brumha ! Daksha 1 2 Ash win i Kumfira*—Shiva, Tndra, 


1 Son of Bramha to whom he first gave the Ayurveda. 

2 The Physician of the gods. 
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ivl, 1 Chandra, 3 Siirya 3 —Oh! Dhanwantari,* Divyadasa,^ 
ishi Raj, 6 Nakula, 7 andSahadeva 8 —Oh! Vfiyu, 9 Mala, 10 and 
all sages and indigenous situations of medicines, and every kind 
of devil! cure this disease : and Oh ! prophets, like Rasdyana , 11 
and Mriti which cure weakness and all diseases, may the present 
prove such : and Oh ! Vasuki, 13 endue this medicine with the pro¬ 
perty of restoring health.” 

To the medicine the person says—“ You are Bramh& and 
Vishnu, and like Shiva and Durga, may you cure diseases ! May the 
energy of the east (Indra) and that of the south-east (Agni), the 
south (Yama 13 ), of the north-west (Marut 1 *), of the west Varu- 
na 15 ), of the north-west (Nairit), of the north (Kuvera 16 ,) and 
of the south-east (Ishfina) approach to bestow the qualities for 
the cure of diseases.” 

The patient must carefully avoid making faces when he takes 
a medicine, as this is like Bramha and Shiva; and it is sinful so to 
act. As soon as the medicine is taken the vessel which contained 
it should be turned upside down. The patient is then to wash his 
mouth and a little sweatmeat is to be taken to remove the taste. 

M hen the medicine is digested, it produces languor, heat, and 
weakness, giddiness and faintness, diminishes memory, &c. It 
sometimes produces intoxication and thirst. 17 

Cure should always be taken, that a second medicine is not 


1 Earth. 

2 The moon. 

3 The Sun. 

4 One of the first great Physicians among mortals. 

5 Ditto. 

6 Ditto. 

7 Son of the Physician of heaven. 

8 Ditto. 

9 Air. 

10 Fire. 

11 Water of immortality. 

12 I lie great serpent and author of a medical work. 

13 The judge of men after death. 

14 God of air, 

15 Of waters. 

16 God of wealth. 

17 A medicine is known to be properly digested when it acts in the 
usual manner, and appears in the motions—while the body feds cold 
and light, with appetite and thirst, and occasional belching, when the 
person is in good spirits and the senses arc acute. 
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until the one previously taken has been properly digei 
herwise it will not cure the disease. 


§L 


Section VI. 


Uses of Medicines. 

Charaka arranges simple medicines under the following heads. 
They were all exhibited in the form of decoction : 

1. Jivajuya, or that form which gives longevity. 

2. Vriham'ya, those which give strength, and corpulency to 
the body. 

3. Kshxnakar , those which make the body thin. 

4. Rechaniya , those which produce a laxative effect. 

5. Sanddniya , sedatives. 

6. Dipardya, stimulants, increasing the internal fire, appetite, 
&c. 

7. VaUycty tonics, or those which increase strength. 

8. Varniydy that improve the colour of the body. 

9. Kanthya , expectorants, or those which clear the throat. 

10. Hridya , that give a good relish. 

11. Tnptiyhna , those which diminish ..ppetite. 

12. Arshaghnay those which cure piles. 

13. Kushthaghndy those which cure leprosy. 

14. Kand/ighna, which cure itchiness. 

15. Krimighna, anthelmintics. 

16. Vishaghna, antidotes for poison. 

17. Stanyajanana, which increase the secretion of milk. 

18. A 'tanyasliodkanay which purify Jlie milk. 

19. Shukrajananciy which increase the secretion semen. 

20. Shukrashodkanay that purify the semen. 

21. Snehopdytiy that produce smoothness and softness of the 
skin. 

22. Swedopdya , which produce sweating. 

23. Vamanopitya, emetics. 

24. BerasjunoptiyUy purgatives. 

25. JIasthdpanapdya } enemas of oil, ghee, &c. 

26. Anuvdsanapnyay oily enemas. 

27. Surubhircichandy errhines. 

28. C/iardanigrah'wa, those which stop vomiting. 
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Trishudnigrahana , those which quench thirst. 
Hikkdnigranaha, those which cure hiccough. 
Purishanigrahana , those which stop looseness. 
Mutrakrichraiuya , diuretics. 

Kdshahara, those which cure cough. 

Shwdsahara , those which cure asthma. 

Sotahara, those which cure swelling or dropsy. 

Juarahara , febrifuge remedies. 

Shramahara , those which produce tranquillity of the hu¬ 
mors and remove fatigue. 

38. Ddhaprashamana , which diminish the burning of the body. 

39. Shiaprashamana , which stop shivering. 

40. Udoodoprashamana, those which remove temporary swelling 
as urticaria. 

41. Angamarsha prashamana, that remove pain as rheumatism, 
&c. 


42. Shulaprashamana, which cure colicky pains. 

43. Shonitdsthdpana , that stop hemorrhage. 

44. Sangasthapana, those which restore the senses. 

45. Bedandsthdpana, those which remove pains produced by 
external causes, as injuries, &c. 

Sushruta again divides medicines into two classes, the Sa.ngsh.o- 
dhana, or those which evacuate bad humors from the body, as 
purgatives and emetics , and Sangshamana those which diminish 
the exalted action of the humors and restore them to the healthy 
state. 

Medicines may be arranged according as they are supposed to 
cure air, bile or phlegm, or according to their action on certain 
organs. I shall now give a list of the principal simple remedies 
in each class, according to their supposed effects. 

The following arc the principal simple medicines which are 
employed for the cure of deranged air, phlegm, and bile :— 


1. List of Simple Medicines used for the Cure of deranged vdgu, 

(air.) 

Sanskrit. Scientific Names, $rc. 


1 . 

Badard, 

Ziz3*phus jujuba or scandciis. 

2. 

Barn, 

Piuus Devadaru. 

3. 

Kushtha , 

Costas speciosus. 

4. 

Handl'd, 

Turmerick. 

5. 

Varuna, 

Capparis trilbliala. 

6. 

Mdska , 

Phuseolns radiums. 
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r dsha Kalai ?) 
Shringdra, Bho- 
japatra , 

9. Bald , 

10. (White) Bald , 

11. Ddisi, 

12. Kachclihura , 

13. Shonaka , 

14. Virataru , 

15. Shana y 

16. Agnimantha , 

1/. Vat Sudani, 

18. Eranda , 

19. Aslimabhed, 

20. Shatamldi, 

21. Punamava , 

22. Vasuka , 

23. Vasira } 

24. Kdnchanaka , 

25. Vardhaka , 

26. Kdrpdsi , 

27. Briscktkdliy 

28. Patura, 

29. Badardy 

30. Fogo, 

31. Kola, 

32. Kulattha , 

33. Viddriy 

34. Kuverdkshiy 


(Doliclios pilosus ?) 

Betula Bhoorja. 

Sida cor difolio. 

Barleria ccerulea. 

Doliclios carpopogon. 
Bignouia Indica. 

Pentaptcro Arjuna. 
Crotolaria juncea. 

Prernna spinosa. 
Menisperraum glabrum. 
Ricinus communis. 
Plectranthus scultellaroidcs. 
Asparagus racemosus. 
Boerliavia diffusa v. alata. 
Asclcpias gigantea. 

Potlios officinalis. 

Michelia champaca. 
Siphonanthus Indica. 
Gossypium hirsutum. 
Tragia iuvolucrata. 
Pterocarpus santolinus. 
Mimosa octandra. 

Hordeum hexastichon. 
Piper chuvya. 

Doliclios biflorus. 
lledysarum gangeticum. 
Bignouia suave-olens. 



2. Simple Medicines vsed for the Cure of deranged Phlegm. 


1 . 

Kaliyakay 

Curcuma xanthorrhiza. 

2. 

Aguruy 

Aquilaria agallocha. 

3. 

Tilaparniy 

Pterocarpus santolinus. 

4. 

Kush t ha. 

Costus speciosus. 

5. 

Haridra , 

Turinerick. 

6. 

Shila, 

Marsilea quadrifolia. 

7. 

Shivay 

Mimosa suma. 

8. 

Shatapushpa, 

Auethum sowa. 

9. 

Saralay 

Pinus longifolia. 

10. 

Rdsna, 

Mimosa octandra. 

11. 

Prakxrjya, 

Ctt salpiuia bonducella. 

12. 

Udakirjya, 

Galcdupa arborea. 
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Ingoodi, 


The name of a plant commonly called Ingum 


14. 

Suuarna,Dhattura , Datura Metel. 

15. 

Kdkadunx, 

Cannabis sativa. 

16. 

Ldngalika, 

Gloriosa superba. 

17. 

Hastikarna, 

The castor oil tree. 

18. 

Munjdtaka, 

Munja grass. 

19. 

Ldmajjaka, 

The root of the Andropogon muricatum. 

20. 

Vrihati, 

Solanum melougena. 

21. 

Mashka, 

Cyperus rotundus ? 

22. 

Surasa, 

Yitex trifolia. 

23. 

Arakvadha, 

Cassia fistula. 

3. 

List of Simple Medicines used for the cure of deranged Bile. 

1 . 

. Chandana, 

Sirium myrtifolium. 

2. 

Kuchandancty 

Pterooarpus santoliuus. 

3. 

JIhnvera , 

A drug and perfume commonly called Bala . 

4. 

Ushira, 

Andropogon muricatum. 

5. 

Manjishthdy 

Rubia manjith, Bengal madder. 

G. 

Payasya, 

Asclepias rosea. 

7. 

Viddriy 

Iledysarum gangeticum. 

8. 

Shatdvariy 

Asparagus racemosus. 

9. 

Gun dr a. 

Saccharum sara. 

10. 

Shaivdla, 

Vallisneria octandra. 

11. 

Kaldra, 

Nymphoea lotus. 

12. 

Kumuda , 

Nymphaea esculenta. 

13. 

Utpalcty 

Nymph sea cerulea. 

14. 

Kadaliy 

Musa sapient uni. 

15. 

KandaKy 

Banana or Plantain. 

16. 

IHrvdy 

Panicum dactylon. 

17. 

Murttiy 

Sanseviera zeylanica. 

IS. 

Ka kola. 

Cocculus Indians. 

19. 

Nyagrodha, 

Ficus Indica. 

20. 

Panchamula, 

This is preparad by the mixture of five 


roots, the Bel, Preinna longifolia, (’as- 
sia, Gmelina arborea, and the Trumpet- 
flower. 


■iffions of Medicines. 

There are five principal actions of medicines; or diaphoretics, 
emetics, purgatives, (enemata) errhines , or stimulants .—Before any 
of these medicines are given, the body should be relaxed by rub¬ 
bing oil upon it externally, and giving some oleaginous mixtmc 
internally. 



/diaphoretics .—There are four kinds of them :— 

^ 1 •— Tdpasioeda, or the application of heat. 

2. — Ushdsweda , or the steam of hot water. 

3. — Upanahasweda , or the application of certain warm poultices 
or plasters made of different medicines ; and, 

4. — Dravasweda, or fomentations with various decoctions. 

Of the medicines for relaxing the body ; ghee, oil, charbi, marrow, 
and such like are to be used ; of these ghee is the best, as it is 
produced from milk, which is obtained from the cow. This milk 
first yields curdled milk, then butter, and with the assistance of 
fire ghee is produced. Nothing else can be obtained from ghee, so 
that it may be considered as pure. For diseases of the bile, ghee 
only is to be given; of air, ghee and salt mixed : and for diseases 
of phlegm, ghee, long-pepper, pepper, dry ginger and nitre mixed 
together. A weak person with a bad memory and digestion, should 
use ghee to cure them. In certain cutaneous diseases, for open 
boils, and for worms, oil is useful, particularly when the phlegm is 
deranged. To fat people, particularly when the air is deranged, 
oil should first be given, particularly when the dejections are not 
natural. Lard (charbi) is most useful for diseases of the joints, 
bones and sensible parts. 

Perspiration should not be promoted in the scrotum, throat, or eye. 

When air and phlegm are deranged in a place, or when only air 
or cough is deranged, perspiration alone is to be invited to ,such 
places. When air and phlegm are deranged, medicines that con¬ 
tain the qualities of coldness and heat, are to be used. When air 
is deranged, cooling medicines alone are to be used. 

Perspiration is not to be encouraged in very fat, very thin, or 
debilitated persons, when alfected with diseases of the blood or air, 
when the diseases are incurable, in dysentery, or when the per¬ 
son is afflicted with large sores over the body ( Kotha ). Nor will 
perspiration be proper after poisons, or drinking ; when given to 
the blind, when the abdomen is swelled, or in Erysipelas {vixarpa), 
or Leprosy, or in a bad state of the blood. In such cases milk, 
ghee, curdled milk, and honey should be given after purgatives. 

It is improper to give diaphoretics when the body is burnt; iu 
diseases of the anus, in grief or fear-producing diseases ; in pas¬ 
sions, ii,i hunger, in luiist. m wr.Ykuess, in jaundice, in gonorrhoea, 
in hemoptysis, pulmonary consumption, dysentery, during the flow 
ol ! he menses, or alter taking much wine; in pregnancy, particu¬ 
larly near its termination, in diseases of air, or in fatal diseases. 
When diaphoretics are used under such circumstances they will do 
uunu, or their peculiar effects will not be produced. 



\ n general, emetics are recommended when the stomach is sur¬ 
charged with phlegm, and purgatives when the intestines and bile 


are deranged. 

Emetics. After the oleaginous or relaxing remedies, and the 
exhibition of diaphoretics, the five varieties of the other remedies 
are to be used. The first of these are emetics. 

When the practitioner has decided on the necessity of gn ing 
an emetic, the preliminary relaxing medicines with honey and 
Sainphal (an impure kind of salt,) are to be exhibited, lhis is 
usually done the day before the exhibition o i the emetic, more 
particularly when the strength and internal heat of the person are 
great. A quantity of whey, congee water or the like, should be 
taken, and the warm hand be applied frequently to the abdomen for 
an hour to soften it. 

The usual emetic is then to be given with the proper prayer. 
If it cannot be taken for the taste, in the usual way, it may be 
sucked through the stalk of a hollow reed, so that it may be thrown 
down the throat The emetic should.be taken in the morning. The 
person is to place himself upon a stool, with his thigh parallel to 
the floor, and his head back, and sides supported by friends. He 
will first feel sick, then saliva will flow from his mouth, and tears 
and mucus from his eyes and nose, followed by vomiting. 1 he 
vomiting will be promoted by thrusting a finger or the stalk of a 
lily down the throat. The vomiting is to be encouraged uutil the 
stomach is completely emptied ; this is known not to be the case 
by the discharge of saliva, by the bad breath, and by the body 

being itchy. 

Emetics are to be used when the air is deranged. 

Among emetics, madana fruit is the best—aud may be adminis¬ 
tered in the form of powder or decoction with honey and rock-salt. 

Emetics may be given in diseases of phlegm, inflammation or in¬ 
ternal abscesses, when the bile is deranged, &c. 

If tlm emetics do not act freely, use warm water internally mixed 
with long-pepper. 

Thefollowiug emetics are to be used when the phlegm is deranged. 

White mustard, rock-salt, and long-pepper ; repeat the doso 
frequently uutil the desired etFect is produced- 1 hero are various 
emetics which are exhibited in the form of powder or chocolate ; 
use warm water after these. The d >se of the emetic should be 
varied with the strength of the individual. 

When an emetic has acted properly it first produces an evacua¬ 
tion of phlegm and bile without pain ; the breast, neck, and head 
feel clear, and the body bght. The vomiting may bo stopped by 
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Snuffing sweet smelling mixtures up the nostrils. One kind of emetic 
acts as a purgative, another restores irregularities of the humours 
(dhatu), and retains the body soft. 

Vomiting should not be excited in cases of sparks being seen, 
or sudden blindness, or great fatigue, in spleen, or in jaundice, 
when the abdomen is swelled, for very fat or thin persons, for in¬ 
fants or for very old persons, particularly when afflicted with piles, 
sores or diarrhoea, in tetanus, for persons -with hoarseness, with 
hemoptysis or after great losses of blood, nor for pregnant women. 
"When emetics act as purgatives and not as emetics, in the same way 
as purgatives, wdien they produce emetic effects, they are unfa¬ 
vourable. The kind of emetic must be varied according as the air, 
bile, or phlegm is deranged; and various diseases are supposed 
to be produced when the emetic effect is not produced, such as a bad 
mouth, foetid breath, &c. In such cases the person is not to eat, 
and the emetic must not be repeated that day. Should the vomit¬ 
ing be too severe, it will be repressed by anointing the body with 
ghee, by cold bathing, and by taking internally a decoction of 
rasins (kismis) with sugar and water, and other agreeable drinks. 
In the afternoon, a warm bath is to be given, and light and 
nourishing food, such as ground pulse of different kinds with the 
broth of wild animals. An aperient is then to be given to act on 
the bowels, and food is to be taken in small quantities, to renovate 
the internal fire and thus repress the vomiting. 

Emetics are very useful in diseases of the phlegm, in cases in 
which poison has been taken—in diseases accompanied with much 
thirst—in diseases of the internal heat—in diseases of the mamma* 
—in madness, in epilepsy—in elephantiasis—in diseases of the 
humours—in fevers—in want of appetite—in boils—in diseases of 
the stomach (amnshay)—in dysentry—in diseases of the chest—in 
large secretions of saliva—in sickness—in difficulty of breathing— 
when the person has lost his sense of smell and taste—in diseases 
of the lips and mouth—when pus is discharged—in diseases of the 
throat—and in bloody discharges by stool. 


The following is a List of the principal Emetics ;— 


1. Mada na % 

2 . Kuiaja , 

3 . Jxmiitakciy 

4 . Ikshydku, 

'*>• Ddmurdava , 
Kctavddana , 
* 7 - Surahapa, 


Vangueria spinosa. 

Echite: s antidysentcrica. 

Andropogon serratus. 

A bitter gourd. 

Achy rant hes aspera. 

A plant with white flowers, Pandanus ? 
Sinapis dichotomy 
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8. Garuga , 

A vegetable and medicinal 

9. Pippali , 

Long pepper. 

10. Paranja , 

Galedupa arborea. 

11. Prapunndda^ padmata Cassia tora. 

12. Kaviddra, 

Hedysarum alhagi. 

13. Karvuddra , 

Barleria cerulea. 

14. Nimha , 

Melia azadiracta. 

15. Ashivagandhd , 

Fhysalis flexuosa. 

16. Vetasij 

Calamus rotang. 

17. Bandhujivaka , 

Pentapetes Phcenicea. 

18. Sit*, 

Clitoria ternatea. 

19. Shatapushpikd. 

A net hum sowa. 

20. Vimhikd , 

Momordica monadelpha. 

21. Vackera, 

Acorus calamus. 

22. Mrigalihojanty 

Colocynth or bitter apple. 

23. Chitrd , 

Plumbago Zeylanica. 


These medicines not only act as emetics, errhines, &c., but cure 
all the bad humours from the stomach upwards. From Madana to 
Prapunndda , the fruits alone are used for producing the above 
effect, and from Karvaddru to C/iitra the roots are to be used 
for the same purpose. Sometimes they are used simply, more 
commonly in combination. 


Purgatives , ( Virechana) and Enemas (unavavana or vast!). 

Purgatives .—The day before a purgative is exhibited the patient is 
to eat light food in combination with warm water, so as to remove 
any disarrangement of the phlegm ; the next morning the body is to 
be anointed with oil and exposed to heat, so as to promote perspi¬ 
ration ; after which the purgative is to be given. Should a purga¬ 
tive be given without the preparatory medicines, the person’s consti- 
tutiou will be broken, like dry wood at the time it is warping. 
These will vary according to the intention of tho practitioner, 
and the state of the bowels which are to be evacuated. There 
are three such situations :_- 

First; the Mridu Pash fa. in which there is much bile and a state of 
looseness ; when if the bile is required to bo evacuated, a small 
quantity of the medicine should be given cold. * 

The second state is called Kntrd Pashto, in which the air 
and phlegm are deranged, producing oostiveneM, and the medicine 
acts with difficulty. In this case the medicine should be given 
warm and in a strong dose. 

The third state is named the middle state or Madhya kashia. in 
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_ _ the air, phlegm and bile are in equal proportions, and ac¬ 
companied with a state of bowels neither relaxed nor costive. In 
this ease the medicine should be given of a temperate heat and ot 

a middle quantity and quality. . 0 „ . 

The dose of medicine should vary with the age, &c., of the 

patient. To infants give sugar with honey. When a purgative has 

Len administered in the above form its action should not be sud¬ 
denly stopped. The patient should stay in a closed room, and he 
should not take cold water, nor use force in the evacuation. 

When the purgative has not produced the desired effect, it wi 
produce derangement in the bile and phlegm. The body is hot, there 
is no appetite— and there is a heaviness in the belly, uneasiness 
in the breast, itchiness of the arms, and there is not a free evacua¬ 


tion of the urine. 

When purgatives act too powerfully, they produce fainting, se¬ 
quent mucous stools, prolapsus ani, and pain in the belly. 

When the purgatives act properly, the patient feels easy ; and 
air, phlegm and bile pass freely, and he feels happy and light ; 
air passes by the anus in the usual manner. After the action 
of purgatives, the patient should take thin and light food as 
congee, and sometimes broths. 

If purgatives are taken from time to time in a proper form, they 
clear the understanding and senses, improve the strength of the 
organs, and of the body. They also improve the appetite and retain 
the humours in a healthy state, and retard the approach of age. 

In infancy a mixture of honey, sugar and trivrit (teori-Convol- 
vulus turpetlium) is to be given, in the form of a powder. 

When a purgative acts too strongly with a discharge of blood ; 
in such cases pour cold water upou the body, and give an emetic, 
with congee and honey ; or give the oily or mucilaginous liquids. 
The enem- should be prepared with honey and ghee ; animal and 
vegetable broths should likewise be given. 

Purgatives should not be given during the beginning of fever ; 
that is while the patient feels a slight appetite, and his bowels are 
not very costive. For infants and old or very fat people, purgatives 
are to be avoided, especially when the body is very hot or much 
fatigued —in bloody stools, and immediately after labour ; also when 
the: appetite is bad, In derangements of the blood, bile and air, when 
there are sores on the body, or internally, when there is great thirst, 
after loss of blood—and in diseases of the lungs. Should a quack 
give purgatives at an improper time he will kill the person. 

Purgativen should be used in fevers, in diseases f 100 * poisons, in 
pi^a, m bv, clling of the glands, in jaundice, in epilepsy* m diseases of 



145 


<SL 


heart, in fistula in ano, in vomiting, in diseases of the vagina^m 
colicky pains, as costiveness, and in cholera(vishuchika) in disease 
of the belly (alasaka), in leprosy, in eruptions, in gonorrhoea, in the 
enlargement of the spleen, in hydrocele, in ophthalmia, and in 
general in diseases of the eye, especially in purulent ophthalmia, in 
diseases of the head, ear and nose—in those of the anus and penis, 
in worms, in diseases of the bile, and involuntary discharges of 
semen, &c. 

The discharges produced by purgatives are first, urine, foeces, 
bile, the medicine, and lastly phlegm. 

Of the purgatives the Trivrit, or as it is usually called Teori 
(Convolvolus turpethum), and Haritaki (Chebulic mirobalan) are 
considered the best. Of the oily purgatives, the castor oil is the 
best. In diseases of air, give Teori in powder (6 annas weight for 
a dose) with the juice of the sugar cane. 

In diseases of the bile, the medicine is administered with milk, 
and in diseases of phlegm, the same medicine is given with the 
decoction of long and black pepper and dry ginger. 

The covering of the Haritaki, is to be used like the teori, in the 
same form and dose—and to cure the same diseases. 

Castor oil is prepared by gathering the seed at the proper 
season, drying it for seven days, and taking the kernels and boiling 
them in water —the oil is to be removed for use—in other cases 
the oil is got by pressing the seeds between w eights. This oil is to 
be given to children from birth to the tenth year. It is also given to 
old and weak and delicate persons. 

Purgatives may be prepared and exhibited with ghee, oil, milk 
wine, cow’s uriue, broths and certain forms of tood. 

The action of purgative medicines will be increased by using 
warm water with some infusion, the warm or vapor bath, and friction 


wfith the warm hand. When the laxative effect is not sufficient, it 
is not to be repeated till the next day ; but when a sufficient effect 
has been produced the purgatives should not be repeated for 
ten days. 

The internal fire is diminished by purgatives, and as soon as 
the action is produced, light food is to be given, and a little mango 
bark mixed with congee water is to be used internally, and exter¬ 
nally friction so as to increase the internal fire. 

The efforts of nature should not be resisted ? but. when the per¬ 
son is weak, and the bowels loose, the medicine i s to be given 
in small quantities and frequently repeated When tin bowels aie 
loose, and the patient either weak or strong, purgatives are to be 
given, and when in that state if the bowels are not freely evacuated 
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collection of the bad humours, if retained, will produce other 
diseases*. 

A small dose of the purgative should be first given, and when the in- 
dividual’s constitution is better known, a stronger one maybe given. 

The following are examples of purgative mixtures : take of Hari- 
taki (yellow myrobalan) salt, and long pepper in equal propor¬ 
tions ; grind them into a paste with water ; dose three drams. 

Or take of Harftaki, (Yellow myrobalan), amlakf (emblic my¬ 
robalan), viblntaki (Beleric myrobalan,) in equal parts. Three 
tolas of this mixture are to be boiled in 48 of water until reduced 
to 12 tolas. To six tolas of this infusion add three of castor oil. 

Or take three tola's (9 drams) of castor oil, with six of milk. 

When the purgative is required to be taken for diseased bile ; 
the following mixture is recommended:— 

Take of Garatwak (cassia bark) . £ tola'. 

Tejpata (cassia leaf) . X >y 

Pepper . £ „ 

Teori (convolvulus turpethum), . ^ „ 

S «g ar . S ,, 

pound and mix with hot water. 

When the phlegm is diseased. Take of Pippali (long 

Pepper) ... | tola. 

Shunthf (ginger) . £ „ 

Yavakshara (nitre). £ „ 

Shyamalata (Echites antidysenterica) ... £ „ 

Teori (Convolvulus Turpethum), . 1 „ 

pound and form an electuary with honey. 

Purgatives , or those medicines which clear the body of diseased 
humours below the stomach. 


1. Trivrit y 

2. Shydma , 

3. Danti , 

4. Dravanti , 

5. Saptald, 

6. Shankhini , 

7. Vishdnikdy 

8. Vavdka ,, 

9. Shavalantariy 
10. Shatraha. 


Convolvulus turpethum. 
Panicum frumentaceum. 
Croton polyandrum. 
Anthericum tuberosum. 
Abrus precatorius. 
Cissampelos hexandra. 
Asclepias geminata ? 
Clitoria ternata. 

A kind of Convolvulvus. 


* Thi# is known by symptoms of derangements of phlegm nnd bile, 
h y f hc the loss of appetite, and heavier* and itcbinesB, heat of the body, 
uu 'l a diminution of the internal fire. The dejections are coustipated m 
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11. Suvarnaka , 

Cassia fistula. 

12. Chitraka , 

Plumbago Zeylanica. 

13. Kinihiy 

Achyranthes aspera. 

14. Kushd , 

Poa cynosuroides. 

15. Kasha , 

Saccharum spontaneum. 

16. Jelaka ? 


17. Kampilaka , 

A variety of leori (Convolvulus turpeihum.) 

18. Ramdka , 


19. Patald , 

Bignonia suaveolens. 

20. Ilaritakiy 

Terininalia Chebula. 

21. Nllini, 

Indigofera tiuctoria. 

22. Eranday 

Ricinus communis. 

23. Kuthika , 

Costus speciousus ? 

24. A'ragvada, 

Cassia fistula. 

25. Mahavriksha , 

Euphorbia. 

26. Saptacheda . 


27. Arka , 

Calotropis gigantea. 

28. Jatisatiy 

Halicacabum cardiospermum. 


From Trivrit to Kasha , the roots are used : and from Jelaka 
to Pdtdla the bark is used, from Haritdki to Eranda the fruits 
of the tree, the leaves of Kuthika and A ragvada are used ; and 
the milk of the other medicines of this list is used for producing 
their purgative effect. 

There is another clas^ of medicines which produce both vomiting 
and purging, they are :— 

1. Kashataki, Several sorts of cucurbitaceous plants. 

2. Saptald , (Abrus precatorius.) 

3. Shankhini , (Cissampelos hexandra.) 

4. Devaddli. 

5. Ravilika , 

The juices 

effects, as the 
Sibilants. 

Encmata (anuvasaua). This is considered as the best manner 
of exhibiting purgative medicines in diseases of the lower part of 
the abdomeD, and lower extremities. Medicines may be mixed with 
these so as to cure dbc-ases of air, bile and phlegm, as the medicine 
enters the system like water poured at the root of a tree. Those 
medicines were much used by the ancient practitioners. 

The general effect of enemas is to strengthen the muscles, and 
to lessen fat. They retain the eve and surface in a healthy state- ~ 
and will retain the body healthy till death, or t an lengthen the pe¬ 
riod of existence 

s 2 


(Momordica Charantica.) 

of these plants are used for producing their 
organs of speech for the articulation of vowels and 
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The bladders of pigs, buffalos, goats, &c., are used for these 
injections. For this purpose the animal should be healthy and of 
full age. Should bladders not be found a leather bag may be 
substituted. 

The injecting pipe should be made of gold, silver, copper, iron, 
hard wood or ivory. It should be smooth, strong and tapering like 
the tail of a cow, with a slightly tuberculated extremity, six fingers’ 
breadth in length to the cross piece, from the first to the eighth year 
of age ; eight or ten from the 9th to 16th year ; and afterwards some¬ 
what longer. During the first years, the tube should be the size 
of the little finger, afterwards of the ring finger, then of the middle 
finger ; and after the 2oth year, the size of the thumb. In adminis¬ 
tering enemata care must be taken not to introduce it in an oblique 
direction, nor too far or too short a distance, and not to press it on 
one side. The cross piece is likewise varied in length at the different 
periods of life. The size of the injection should also be varied 
according to the size of the patient's hands. 

For the very young two handsfull of the liquid is to be used ; for 
a child of eight years four, and of from 16 upwards eight hands¬ 
full. 

There are two varieties of glysters, one without (asnehaka) and 
another with oil (snehaka). 

The following is offered as an example of a glyster in costiveness, 
piles, dyspepsia, intermittent fever, in diseases of the loins, back, 
and intestines. It should be prepared as follows :— 

Take of the decoction of, Suttee.— 

Pushkara, A kind of Costus. 

Krishnapaka, Carissa carondas. 

Madana, Datura rnetel. 

Dubdaru, Uvaria longifolia. 

Kushtha, Costus speciosus. 

Yashti madhu, Liquorice. 

Villa, Assafoetida 

add ten parts of milk and four of oil ; mix and administer warm. 
Various other glysters are prepared in much the same way. 

This form of administering medicine is very useful when not too 
frequently used, in fever, diarrhaea, and dysentry; in diseases of the 
head and eyes, in tetanus; in convulsicns, and in many nervous 
and other diseases. 

Enemata are not proper in madness in piles, jaundice, in fainting, 
for tlie timid or those labouring under grief, in indigestion, in vomit¬ 
ing, leprosy, dropsy, asthma, cough, diseases of the throat, diseases 
of air, such a« swelling of the extremities, before the third or fourth 


misty,. 



149 


th of pregnancy, and in the very young and old, or when i 
flicted with nervous diseases. 

Two thirds of the usual quantity of food should be taken before 
the glyster is to be administered ; before or after eating they will 
produce vomiting. 

Before the injection is administered the body is to be cleaned 
and anointed ; the patient is to rest in the lap of a large man in a 
clean situation ; where there are no currents of air ; he is to recline 
on his left side, and in an hour the enema will operate. 

If the enema does not operate property, it will diminish the 
internal heat, increase the urine, and will not purify the body. It 
first discharges the dejections, the bile, phlegm and air. In this 
manner it purifies the body. 

Injections by the urethra (uttaravastf).—These should be used by 
a tube fourteen fingers’ breath in length, or the length of the penis, 
with an opening of the size to allow a mustard seed to pass. For 
the female the tube should be four fingers’ breath in length and the 
opening capable of allowing the passage of a small pea (mudga). 
For young girls the tube should be two fingers’ breath in length. 
The tube should be covered with oil and gently introduced, and by 
pressing the bladder fixed at one extremity ; crosses should be 
fixed on the tube to prevent its being introduced too far. The 
injection should be two tolas in size. These injections are used 
for diseases of the semen, the bladder and the uterus. 

When there is a burning in the bladder, an injection of honey, 
sugar, or a decoction of liquorice and cold water is given. In some 
cases injections of ghee are used ; and in others astringent injections, 
such as decoctions of the bark of the vata tree (ficus indiea) and 
banian tree. 

After the introduction of the injection the patient should take 
liquid food such as barley water, congee or animal broths. 

After the evacuation by purgatives, emetics, enemata, or blood¬ 
letting the patient is left with the internal fire diminished, and on 
that account heavy food should be diminished still more—and 
light and nourishing food should be taken. 


4.— Errhines. 

This is a large class of local irritants j nnd they are used with 
the intention of producing sneezing and lv citing a discharge from 
the nostrils, by which the head is supposed to be cleared from tho 
presence of bad humour®. 

There are five varieties of fumes used as errhines:— 
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— Prayojika, or those forms of smoke which arc taken by the 
nostrils at three efforts. For this purpose different spices are 
made into a powder, and a tube twelve fingers breadth in length, 
its size of the small finger, and to taper to the end which should 
be the size of the thumb. The aperture should be the size of 
a (Kobo) or small pea ; for eight fingers the tube is-to be sur¬ 
rounded with silk cloth, over which the medicine is rubbed. The 
candle thus prepared is to be set fire to, and the fumes are to be 
drawn into the nostrils. 

2. — Snaihika , are prepared by oily substances. They are 
made with wax—different gums, such as gaguli (gum resin) with 
ghee. This is to be lighted and the fumes are to be introduced 
into the nostril. 

3 . — Varechanika , those which clear the head. They are made 
with medicines which irritate the nostrils, such as black pepper, 
long pepper, and Aguru a kind of fragrant wood. They are to be 
made into a paste, with which the tube is to be covered and then 
lighted. The fumes produce the effect desired. 

4 . — Vamaniya> which cause vomiting. They are found by 
burning the skin and hair of animals—dry fish and flesh, and 
other substances which produce vomiting. The smoke should 
be taken in first by the mouth and evacuated through the nostrils, 
and when taken by the nostrils it should be passed through the 
mouth. 

These are the usual forms in which expectorants are given for 
promoting the secretion of the nervous membrane of the glottis, 
trachea, and air cells of the lungs. These are rarely used. In 
diseases of the throat find chest the smoke is to be taken by the 
mouth, and by the nose for those of the head, nose and eyes. 

K&shoghna , which cures cough. The usual manner of exhibiting 
it is prepared with medicines which cure the cough, such as, 

Vrihati (Solanum melongena). 

Kanlakarika (Solanum jacquini). 

Long pepper. 

Black pepper. 

Dry ginger. 

The root of the Kankataka ShringhL 

The proper errhines are five : 

1 . —Ncutyay is prepared with ghee, oil, and decoctions of vege¬ 
table errhinee. It is usually used in disea above the neck, from 
derangements of the air and bile. 

2 . — tihiroveskaniya , is prepared with medicines which dear the 
head <>f p en t U p humours—accompanied with weight and pain of 
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the head. Ihis form is likewise used in diseases of the throat 
particularly swelling—when worms infest the head and nose, in 
jaundice, in polypus of the nose—when the person can neither dis¬ 
tinguish taste nor smell ; oily substances are usually employed. It 
is used in diseases of the mouth, eye, and car, caused by derange¬ 
ments of the phlegm. 

3. — Pratimarsha, is prepared with those errhines which clear 
the head, and is used in the form of powder. It is used in health 
in the following cases,—after waking from sleep, after fatigue, 
eating both in the morning and evening. This medicine cures 
diseases above the neck and retards the marks of old age. 

4. —Avapira is prepared with sugar, the juice of the sugar cane, 
milk, ghee and animal broths, and those errhines which clear the 
head. It is used for diseases of the heart, as in fainting—for weak 
and delicate persons. 


5.—Pradamna is prepared with those medicines which clear the 
head in the form of powder, and is introduced into the nostrils 
by means of a tube. It is used in epilepsy, apoplexy and other dis¬ 
eases producing a loss of sense. 

When phlegm is deranged the errhines are to be given in the 
morning ; when bile, at noon; and when the air is deranged, in the 
evening. 

Errhines should not be employed in Raktapitta, Virakti, after 
emetics and purgatives, in swelling of the abdomen (Udara) in 
involuntary discharges of the semen, in sudden blindness and when 
the air is deranged, after eating much food, or drinking wine, after 
poisons, wounds or injuries of the head, in jaundice, when the 
person cannot sleep, and when very thirsty. 


Errhines for clearing the head of humours. 

T ho following is the list of medicines used as errhines to clear 
the head :— 


Sanscrit. 

1 . Eippali ) 

2 * Viranga ? 

3 * ^pang aka, 

4. Shigru , 

5. Siddh a rthaha, 

6. Shirisha, 

7. Maricha, 

8 . Karavira, 
y. Vimhi, 


Scientific and other names . 

Long pepper. 

A vegetable and medicinal substance, 
Achryanthes aspera. 

Morunga guilandiim and hyperant hera. 
White mustard. 

Acacia sirisu. 

Pepper. 

Oleander or Neriura odorum. 

Mom or d i monad c ipha. 
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10 . Girikarnikd, 

Hedysarum alliaji. 

11. KiniM , 

Achy ran thes aspera. 

12. Vacha , 

Orris root. 

13. Jalashuli, 

Halicacabum cardiospermum. 

14. Karanja , 

Galedupa arborea. 

15. Lashuna y 

Garlick. 

16. Ativisha , 

Atis or Betula. 

17. Shunt hi, 

Ginger. 

18. Talisha, 

Flacourtia cataphracta. 

29. Tamala , 

Xanthochymus pictorius. 

20. Surdsarjaha , 


21. Ingudi, 

Name of a plant called Ingua. 

22 .. Meslia , 

A sort of small cardamum. 

23. Sangi, 

Betula Bhoorja. 

24. Mdtulunga, 

Citrus medica. 

25. Murangiy 

Hyperanthera morunga ? 

26. Phaliy 

Blossom of the Sacharum Sara. 

27. Jatiy 

Phyllanthus erablica. 

28. Shdlay 

Ophiocephalus ? 

39. Tdla, 

Borassus flabelliformis. 

30. Madhuka, 

Bassia latifolia. 

31. Lakshdy 

Shell Lac. 

32. IlingUy 

Assafcetida. 


Sores are frequently recommended to be fumigated. For this 
purpose a tube is used eight fingers’ breadth in length and the fumes 
of the medicine are to be conveyed so as to be brought into con¬ 
tact with the surface of the sores. 

Gargles. The quantity should be such as can be moved in the 
mouth. The patient should stand erect. He should attend to 
what he is doing, and when it is mixed with the bad humours of 
the rnouth nose or eyes, it is to be evacuated and another portion is 
to be taken into the mouth. Gargles usually consist of astringent 
de coctions with honey or urine of cows, or the juice of acid fruits, 
black pepper, long pepper, dry ginger, vacha, mustard, haritakl 
ravi balm, mixed with oil, vinegar, wine, cow’s urine, salt or 
honey, according to the disease, &c. They may be used either hot 
or cold, and when properly employed they cure diseases of the mouth, 
clear it and produce easiness of the part. 

K'—Emmenagogues, The remedies for restoring or bringing 
on Hie menstrual discharge are vinegar and acids, cows urine, 
curdled milk, khito (a kind of pea), cow’s urine and wine. 
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iGSG medicinGS are not often used; find ns tlic irregularities are 
often produced by weakness, tonics are frequently given. 

7 .—Diuretics. This class of medicines are used in strangury, in 
pain of the bladder, in scanty urine and in gravel and stone. The 
Principal of these medicines are : — 

Virataru, Barleria longifolia. 

Sahachara, Yellow Barleria. 

DarbJict, Poa Cynosuroides. 

Lavctng , Nutmeg. 

Kusha, Plant called maiikatha 

Kasha , Saccharuru spontaneum. 

AshwavecLhahOy Plectranthus sculellaroides. 

Agnimanthay Premna spinosa. 

Vasuka y Sesbana graudiflore. 

VasirOy Pothos officinalis. 

Ikshu . Sugar-cane. 

These medicines are either used in decoction or in powder. For 
this purpose the following decoctions are used with honey and sugar. 
Take equal quantities of : 

Mah6.s6.Jidy 
Ksh udraseth d, 

Madhuka, 

Sadanstra. 

Two tolas of the mixture are to be infused in a pint of water, 
which is to be put on the fire until reduced to oue quarter, when 
it is prepared. 

Parturifacients .—Medicines for promoting the expulsion of tho 
foetus from the womb were not known by the Hindu practitioners. 
In cases of lingering labor, manipulation (mantha) was employed to 
promote delivery. 

Sialogogues . Medicines for increasing the secretion from tho 
mouth when too dry, are often had recourse to for expelling morbid 
humours from its neighbourhood. They should never be used 
before the 5th year. The medicines which are cunshh rod as 
belonging to this class are; calomel, (rasavfts.O and corrosive 
sublimate, (rasakarphra). The other medicines of this class are 
black and long pepper, dry ginger, rock salt, acid fruits, i acha aud 


other hot spices. 

External agents stimulating the vital powers. These act cither 
externally or internally. 

The external agents are those that produce a determination 0 f 
blood to the part; 2nd, a secretion of semen ; and 3rd the formation 
of pustules. The following are gcncially used < 

T 
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itrdka, 

Akhanda , 
Sarskctpa, 
Putikita, 
Shobhanjana , 
A'r dr aka, 


Plumbago. 

Asclepias. 

Mustard. 

A kind of blistering fly. 

Hyperanthera Morunga. 

Fresh ginger. 

These substances are made into a paste and applied over the part. 
Local and internal stimulants.—Carminatives , or those agents 
which stimulate the stomach and intestinal tract, and lead to the 
expulsion of flatulence. This numerous class of medicines have 
already been enumerated, under the head of Aliments. The medicines 
(pipal&di) are: 

Long pepper. 

A variety of pepper. 

Plumbago. 

Fresh ginger, 
llumex vesicarius. 

Black pepper. 

Common canary seeds. 

Seed of Marking-nu plant. 

Assafcetida. 

Cardamum seed. 

These medicines are used in powder or decoction with or without 
other articles. 

The astringents are used for curing diarrhoea and dysentery, and 
another kind of astringent tonics are of use for the cure of ulcers 
and for stopping haemorrhage ; the principal are :— 

Priyanga , Panicum italicum. 

Samagd , Lycopodium imbricafum. 

Dhataki , Grislea tomentosa. 

Piinndga , Rottlera tinetoria. 

Eaktachandana , Red sandlewood. 

Matrarasa , A kind of kino gum. 

Easdnjana , Sulphuretof antimony. 

Padmaka , A kind of fragrant wood. 

Ecjanavult, Memspcrmum glabrum. 

For ulcers and stopping hemorrhage the following medicines 
arc used :— 

Nyagrodha, Ficus indica. 

Udumbara , Ficus glomerata. 

Ashwatthu , Ficus religiosa. 

Plahitha, Ficus infectoria. 

Mudhuka, Liquorice root. 


Pippali, 

Chavi, 

Chitraka , 
Shringavera , 
Amlavctasa, 
Maricha. 
A’shwamodaka, 
Valdtaka , 
Tlingu, 

Jiraka , 
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Madkuka , 
Vanjula, 
Tindaka, 
Rod hr a, 


Pentaptera Arjuna. 

Mangoc tree. 

Rose apple. 

Bassia latifolia. 

Dalbergia ougeinensis. 

Diospyros glutinosa. 

Symplocos racemosa. 

The barks of other trees are used iu the form of decoctions or 
powders. 

13. Alteratives (Rasdj/ana), are medicines which increase 
strength and remove diseases. These medicines must be varied 
according as they are to be administered to the young, the adult, and 
the old. It is only to the two latter that this class of medicine is 
to be administered; and before giving it, an emetic or a purgative 
should be administered; as a cloth should first be cleaned before 
it is dried. There are four kinds of Rasayana. The first promote 
pleasure; the second cure diseases ; the third increase memory and 
longevity ; and the fourth prevent the usual changes of life, such 
as age, thirst, hunger, and other wants. 1. Cold water, milk, 
honey, and ghee may be taken internally, together or separately, 
to restore a proper degree of strength to tho body. 2. An- 
other kind of Rasdyana increases the memory, and the person's 
life. Various remedies are recommended for this purpose, as the 
fruits of Situ and Avalguja. They arc to be powdered and mixed 
with sugar, kept in a vessel for seven days, and then used with 
cold water. During this treatment the person should reside in 
a close room, and continue this mediciue for six mouths. He 
should only use rice, milk, and sugar for food, and bathe m cold 
water towards evening. His memory will thus be improved and he 
may live for a hundred years. This plan of treatment may be 
adopted iu leprosy and dropsy, with the addition of cow s urine 
instead of water. With this medicine the juice of the mnndfika- 
parni is used, after which milk should be taken, aud barley, rice, 
jesimin, and ghee exhibited for three months. 3. Another kmd, 
retains the person young, prevents the hair turning gray, ami the 
teeth from falling out. If a man use cold water, milk, how\, and 
ghee separately, or together, he will not soou have the marks ot , 
old age. For the same purpose other medicines are recommended. 
4. There is a medicine called Soma which produces longevity, and 
removes the marks of age. There are nmuy varieties, but none 
are now known, as sinful persons are otten m Bight. Numerous 
other medicines of this class arc used for increasing the pleasure 
of the society of women. These arc nutritious diet, such us ghee 
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food. Of this class is considered good food and drink, 
good news, anointing the body, especially towards the full moon, 
the presence of young women, love songs, clear nights, betel-nut, 
wine, flowers, such as garlands round the neck, sweet smells, beau¬ 
tiful gardens, and a fine prospect. The powder of Fidura with 
ghee and honey, and also the powder of Amalaka with sugar, honey 
and ghee, the flower of barley, &c., with milk and the seeds of 
A'tmagupta increase the person’s happiness, and his desires. These 
desires will be diminished—when they are against the heart, when 
the inclination is wanting, when much bitter, hot, salt, or sour ar¬ 
ticles of food are eaten, which diminish the (dliatu) and desire. 
In like manner desire will be removed by its abuse, certain diseases 
of the external organs, and the division of the vessels. Some cure 
their desires through the influence of the mind, as holy fakirs 
did; and another class of persons are born without such carnal 
desires. 

14. Oleaginous applications, (< Sneha ,) such as oil, ghee, fat, &c., 
may be given by the mouth as a laxative, as an errhine, as an 
enema, or for anointing the body, or as injections for the ear and 
urethra, and with food. There are two kinds, vegetable and ani¬ 
mal oils. Of the latter cow’s ghee is the best— and tel (sesamum 
seed oil) is the best kind of medicine of the vegetable variety. 
Some of this class of medicines are digested with difficulty, others 
with less difficulty, and a third kind easily. 

Ghee is good for weak persons who have a bad memory, who are 
affected with poison, and in diseases of air and bile. Oil is to be 
used externally, but it may be given internally in cases of worms, 
and in costiveness. Warm water should be taken after the oleagi¬ 
nous substances. 

15. Agents acting by depressing the vital powers are Refrige¬ 
rants, such as cold infusions both internally and externally. Fire 
is also used. Narcotics .—Very few narcotics were stated in 
the ancient works, Sidi, (ganja, bluing) obtained from the hemp, 
was used, as also Datum 

16. Chemical Agents .—These medicines are 1st, Escharotics 
and caustics. 2d, IAthontriptics or solvents of urinary stones or 
gravel. The escharotics and caustics will be considered under the 
next chapter on Surgery. 

Lithontriptics are sometimes employed. For this purpose the 
usual diuretics are exhibited, particularly Arjuna, (Peulaptera 
Arjuna,) and Ashivcnedaka, (Plectranthus scutellaroides, Roxb.) 

When administered by an ignorant person medicine is com- 
P wd to poison, is like the knife, fire, or lightning ; but when ad- 
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flustered with the necessary knowledge, medicine is like Amrita 
or the water of immortality. There are said to be two kinds of 
medicine, one of which gives strength to the body when no disease 
is present, and another class cures diseases when they are present. 
In like manner poison may be administered in the proper manner 
with great advantage in the cure of disease. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Surgery, (S/tala.*) 

The frequent accidents which must have occurred among a race 
of people devoted to hunting and agriculture, and the feuds that 
were so frequent among them, induced the Hindu sages to pay at¬ 
tention to wounds, fractures, and dislocations. In this manner, we 
explain the importance which the ancient writers of the Hindu 
system of medicine give to this branch of the healing art, and the 
attention which they bestowed upon it. These remarks prove that at 
a very remote period of their History, the Hindu practitioners were 
accustomed to perform lithotomy, the extraction of the dead foetus, 
paracentesis, thoracis and abdominis, &c. This proves the extent 
of their practical knowledge, and the energy and boldnesss iu exe¬ 
cuting hazardous operations which distinguished their ancient 
surgeons, and forms such a remarkable contrast to the present igno¬ 
rant and timorous Surgeons of Bengal. This is the more remark¬ 
able as these treatises were supposed to be written by munis or di¬ 
vine sages, who would uot compromise their character by record¬ 
ing precepts utterly contrary to the ritual of their law, or at variance 
with the principles and prejudices of their countrymen. Indeed, 
these precepts are often completely irreconcilable with their pre¬ 
sent notions, which must be considered as slowly growing out of 
the altered state of society, and are unsupported by their venerable 
ancient, and most remarkable civil and moral as well as medical 
institutions. 

According to the Hindu Shastras diseases are cured by the in¬ 
fluence of prayers and medicines ; and when these arc ineffectual 
it is necessary to have recourse to the knife or other such means. 
According to the shastras, surgery, therefore, may he defined to be 
that branch of Medicine which principally cflccts the cure of dis- 

* To remove rapidly ; or the art of removing foreign substances from 
the body, particularly the arrow. 



mi$r#y 


158 



by the application of the hand alone, the employment ofinstru 
nts, or the the use of topical applications. 

At the great battle of the Asuras and Devatas, Jagya was severely 
wounded in the neck, and the Aswini Kumara, or the practitioners 
of heaven, soon cured the wound. This pleased the devatas so 
much that they were received among them with much respect, and 
a share of their honors is still bestowed upon them. Bramha also 
declared that the art of cutting, healing ulcers, setting bones, and 
the use of escliarotics, was the first branch of the healing art im¬ 
parted by the deity to mankind ; and as the operations of Surgery 
are rapidly performed, and afford immediate relief, they impart 
holiness, riches, and a good name to the performer, and will 
ensure his passage to heaven after death. 

In the Ayur Veda, Surgery is considered as the first of the eight 
departments of the Medical Science ; and Dliauwantari was born 
to teach this as well as the other departments. He declares, in¬ 
deed, that surgery cannot be practised with success unless the 
practitioner is familiar wdth the practice of medicine of which it is 
only a branch. 

The following remarks on Surgery will be considered, under the 


heads of:— 

1 st. The structure of the body, and their natural and relative 
positions, so as to enable the Surgeon successfully to perform 
operations. 

2 nd. The nature of surgical diseases ; including inflammation, 
ulceration, and fistula. 

3 rd. Description of Surgical instruments and bandages. 

4 th. The means of removiug blood from the body, including 
cupping, leeches, and scarifications. 

5th. Styptics. 

6 th. Caustics, actual and potential. 

7 th. Burns and scalds. 

8 th. Directions for performing operations, for removing foreign 
substances from the body, and for treating wounds. 

9 th. The means of improving, and of forming new cars and nose. 

10 th. Of fractures and of their treatment. 

11 th. Of dislocations and their treatment. 


Section I. 

The importance of having a knowledge of Anatomy in those 
who exercise this branch of the healing art, is so evident; and has 
been already noted so fully, that it will be sufficient to refer to. page 
12 for the Hindus’ knowledge on this interesting subject. 
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Section II. 

Nature of diseases which are to he cured by Surgical means. 

Inflammation (Vrnna*, sliotha, or shoplia). Saraswata divides in¬ 
flammation into two kinds, the one produced by accidents or external 
injuries ; and the other by internal causes. Injuries of the body 
produce the first kind of inflammation, while derangements of the 

air, bile, phlegm and blood or their combinations produce the second 
variety. 

Under the class of accidental inflammations, swellings of all 
kinds will be considered, as they always commence with a certain 
degree of inflammation. 

The essential symptom of Inflammation is pus, and the peculiar 
symptoms are produced by the humour that is affected. In all cases 
the inflammation commences in one point, from which it extends on 
all sides. The varieties of inflammation are produced— 
a. By diseased air. 
b- By deranged bile. 

c. By deranged phlegm. 

d. By the derangement of air, bile, and phlegm. 
c. By deranged blood, and 

f By external or accidental causes 

a. The variety of inflammation produced by derangements 
in the air, is characterized by the swelling being irregular and soft, 
by its red or dark colour, and from its being sometimes large ami 
at other times small. The pain of this variety is sometimes severe, 
and of various kinds, and it swells and ripens in different ways, the 
discharge being limpid. 

h. Tlie second variety of inflammation, produced by deranged 
Bile, is characterized by the swelling being of a dark red yellowish 
colour, 01 the colour of a ripe wild fig. The part feels hot and 
pain u like the application of a hot iron, and it. is accompanied 
v Hh ^ ever> The swelling quickly forms and ripens into a yellow 
discharge. 

c * ^hen the inflammation is produced by diseased pblegm the 
swelling is elevated with round edges, with a central depression. It 
is cold and shining, of a pale yellow colour, with itching pain. The 
swelling slowly forms and ripens. The discharge from the derang¬ 
ed phlegm is white. 

d. When the three humours are deranged, the swelling is of 

* Vrana differs from sliothn by its being accompanied with less 
inflammation, and by its not suppurating. 






160 

tent colours and is accompanied with various degrees and kin' 
i'pain, according as the one or other of the humours predominate, 
and the discharges are of different colours, but generally resembles 
bile and blood, being red, black and yellow, and of various consist¬ 
encies. This variety is cured with difficulty 5 it is large; some¬ 
times forms quickly, in other cases slowly. Sometimes it becomes 
prominent as it ripens, at other times it remains flat. 

e. When blood is deranged, producing inflammation, the swelling 
resembles that produced by deranged bile, but is of a darker red 
colour. When large it has a dark yellow colour , and is very hot 
and painful with much fever. 

/. Accidental inflammation, produced by wounds, bruises, &c., 
resembles the other varieties in the symptoms, and only varies in 
the treatment, by cold applications being propor in this class, but 
not in the other. When the blood is deranged in this variety, it 
resembles bile, but is of a darker red colour. Wlien air, bile and 
phlegm are much deranged, the swelling will be incurable but will 
suppurate, as also when the physician does not apply proper 
medicines. When such a patient does not eat or act in the proper 
manner the wound will not heal. By the wound of a part the air 
is deranged producing pain, and the blood of the part becomes 
mixed with the bile of the part and becomes deranged. In this 
manner, pain ; fever, thirst and heat of the body occurs, followed by 
the other sjunptoms of deranged bile. 

Inflammation is likewise divided into three stages, the invasion, 
the acute, and the sui ipur.it ing stage. In the fir is not much 

heat nor discoloration, or hardness of the part. The pain and swell¬ 
ing of the part is likewise slight. In this stage the inflammation 
is said to be, Ama (unripe). In the second stage the pain is lanci¬ 
nating, or like the bites of ants, or as if they were running about. 
In other cases, the person feels as if the part wa 9 burnt, torn, pressed 
or bound; the person becomes restless and uneasy, and the swelling 
is much increased and discoloured, accompanied with much heat, 
thirst, loss of appetite, and other symptoms of fever. This stage is 
called pachamiina (ripening stage). The third stage is distin¬ 
guished by the part becoming pale, the swelling diminishing, be¬ 
coming soft and wrinkled, and the skin becoming rough, scaly and 
e lastic. The pain becomes throbbing, with a feeling of itchiness ; 
the eb ■( co.-j opens, the fever diminishes and the appetite returns 
This stage is called pakwa or ripe. 

Tli is pus is produced by the air, bile, and phlegm, the bile pre- 
prtring the pus from the blood. In inflammation the air produces 
P a h). and the bile ripens the swelling. 
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The inflammation varies with the tissue which is involved in the 
disease, of which there are eight varieties, according as it affects 
the skin, flesh, vessels, tendons, bones, joints, abdomen, aud sensible 
parts of the body. When confined to the skin, inflammation is 
cured quickly ; but when it affects the other tissues, it is cured 
with more difficulty and passes through the different stages. 

The air, bile and phlegm when deranged produce inflammation, 
which will vary in its effects according to the part which is affected. 
When it affects the abdomen, it produces gulma, &c., with a puf- 
fincss of the abdomen, which resembles the white ant’s nest. Such 
inflammation and swelling may also occur at the anus, pelvis, 
or penis; at the navel or sides, in the groin, mamma?, or 
spleen, in the liver, panel eas, or the organ of thirst. This 
internal inflammation varies in the same manner as the external 
does. When the former occurs in the anus it retains the air in the 
pelvis, and urine is secreted in small quantities and with pain. 
When it occurs at the navel there is a hiccough, and a gurgling 
noise. When the sides are so affected, it is from diseased air; and 
when the groin is so affected, the loins and back feel very painful. 
When the breast is so diseased, the person remains doubled up, 
and respiration is performed with difficulty and pain. When the 
spleen is diseased, and when the breasts are affected, the whole 
body is uneasy, aud feels painful ; and in the latter disease there 
is a copious secretion of phlegm. When the liver is affected with 
inflammation, it produces noise in the breathing, with hiccough ; 
and when the pancreas is so diseased, the person is continually 
wanting to drink. 


When the inflammation occurs in sensible parts, whether the 
disease be recent or ripe, whether it be large or small, it gives 
great pain. When the internal inflammation is above the navel, 
the pus will be discharged by the mouth ; and when under this, 
by the lower outlets. In this case the person will live, but in the 
former he will die. 

When the breast, navel, or pelvis is diseased the person will 
die when it suppurates internally ; but he may recover when the 
abscess bursts externally. The first five varieties of u(lamination 
may be cured ; but when produced by air, bile, anil plnV'gui the 
disease is incurable. In all case.-' of inflammation when it is 
accompanied with the symptoms of Xhofha, ik ?1 as swelling of the 
abdomen, discharge- of pus or blood, vomiting, hiccough, thirst, 
painful and sonorous respiration, the fatal result may be expected. 

It. is of much importance that, the Surgeon should be able to 
detect the stagt of the ioiliuninution ; as if the opening be made 
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ore the swelling is ripe, or if it is not opened wlien ripe, bad 
consequences will follow in either case. In such cases the Surgeon 
will be known from the quack. This fellow by opening the 
unripe inflammation, cuts into blood vessels, tendons, &c., accom¬ 
panied with a great discharge of blood, or followed by a great 
accession of pain : again, if the inflamed swelling is not opened 
when ripe, the pus buries itself in the neighbouring parts, forming 
large cavities, or fistulous openings, which are cured with difficulty. 
In such cases, the pus, like fire, burns the surrounding parts, which 
like fuel are consumed. 

In the generality of cases of inflammation, (Brana, Shotha) the 
cure will be soon accomplished ; but if injudiciously treated it 
will be tedious. The inflammation is of an unfavourable kind when 
large, when not prominent but shrivelled, when hard or when very 
soft, when very prominent or when very dark, when very cold or 
very hot, when of a black, yellow, red, or white colour, when it 
has an unhealthy disagreeable appearance. It is also unfavourable 
when the pus is in large quantities, when the muscles, vessels and 
tendons are numerous in the part; when the discharge has a foetid 
smell and has fibrous substances mixed up witli it, when the swell¬ 
ing is large, or there are numerous small swellings, when bad blood 
is evacuated and when the patient is very old. 

The general indications to be followed in the cure of common 
inflammation are, the use of sedatives, local bleeding, poultices, 
opening the abscess, cleaning it, healing the breach of continuity, 
mid lastly restoring the natural colour to the part. Sushruta des¬ 
cribes sixty different indications to be employed in the cure of 
inflammation and ulcers, such as, rubbing and anointing the part 
with certain medicines that dry it np*, pouring water upon the 
par*, fomentations, frictions with ghee, poultices with maturating 
substances, with the observance of spare diet, emetics and purga¬ 
tives, &c. There are ei^ut kinds of incisions which are to be used for 
the evacuation of the pus and blood ; also means to promote adhe¬ 
sion, as pressure, stopping the bleeding, diminishing the heat, the 
application of thick poultices and astringents, the application of lints 
covered with medicinal pastes, the use of oil, the juice of certain 
plants, the application of certain powders to the ulcers, fumiga¬ 
tion, means to depress * levation, and to increase or diminish the 
hardness of particular parts, and the application of caustic and caute¬ 
ries. The lust consideration is to restore the natural colour to the 


Medicine supposed to puss internally by the roots of the hair and 
the perspiring pores. 
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part, to restore or remove lmir, the employment of enemas, of band¬ 
ages, of certain leaves to the ulcere, the means to destroy worms, the 
use of tonics, of errhines, of gargles, of fumigations, and of regimen. 

A few remarks will now be added on some of the above subjects. 
For maturing a swelling, the best medicines are several dangerous 
barks and roots, linseed, carrots, the seeds of (surunga) the mor- 
unga tree ; of mustard seed, the flowers of suravijaz, and the sedi¬ 
ment or lees of a kind of beer or spirit. These are all to be com- 
bined with heat. When the patient objects to the ripe inflammation 
being opened with the lancet, the following medicines may be 
applied, the flower of the marking nut (bald) ; the leaves of the 
castor polcandrum (danti), the leaves of the lombago Zeylanica 
(chitra) or of the Noriurn odorum (corbecr). Pigeons or adjutants 
dung is also recommended, and various cscharotic substances. 

Old ghee slightly heated is to be applied to the part, and the food 
should be thin and light with the flesh of wild animals, light boiled 
vegetables mixed with oil and salt. The drink should consist of 
boiled water. 

The opening of an abscess should be made when the swelling is 
soft, without pain, is undefined and Of the colour of the skin. 
A lancet should be used, which is immediately to be withdrawn 
when the pus is seen. In performing such an operation care should 
be taken to avoid the vital parts, large vessels and tendons. When 
the abscess is large, the opening should be the length of two fingers 
breadth. When the abscess is prominent, oblong and largo it will 
soon be cured, and in order that the operation be properly per¬ 
formed the surgeon should possess the following qualities:—boldness, 
steadiness, presence of mind, quickness, and should possess o good 
instrument. Should a fistula exist with the inflammation it should 
be opened. In the following parts of the body the incisions should 
be oblique, as iu the eyebrows, cheeks, temples, forehead, eyelids, 
lips, gums, axilla, and groins. In the sole of the toot and palms ol 
the hands the incisions should be circular, and iu the arms and penis 
cruciform incisions should be made. It will prevent the wounding 
of nerves and vessels. After the opening has been made the patients 
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ba well aired, though sheltered room, and placed in a large bed, 
with his head turned to the east, the residence of the gods, and is to 
be surrounded by cheerful friends. Directions arc next to be given 
as to his diet and regimen. Great care is to be taken to keep the 
patient clean. The wound is to be dressed on the third day, and 
care is to be taken not to allow the wound to heal too soon. After 
it has been healed, the patient is to take care not to use indigesti¬ 
ble food, he is also to avoid violent exercise, such as running, until 
the cicatrization is complete. In dangerous cases the abscess will 
often require to be dressed twice a day, as it in such cases resem¬ 
bles a house on fire that requires prompt assistance. 

A person with this disease should avoid new rice, heavy pulse, 
hot, heavy, bitter salt and sour articles of food, with dried flesh, and 
vegetables. In all cases the patient should be recommended to 
avoid spirituous liquids, to eat little and regularly, and sleep at night 
the usual time. 


Ulcers ( Bruno .) 

Ulcers are either produced from exterior or internal causes. 
There are fifteen varieties, some say sixteen. Each of the humours 
or a couple of the humours, then the three humours deranged at 
the same time, or when combined with deranged blood, produce such 
ulcers. There is another kind called a lieaLhy ulcer (Sudo Bruno) 
which is characterized by having a smooth and equal surface, being 
soft, accompanied with little pain and without any discharge. 

When the ulcer is produced by deranged air (biu) it is charac¬ 
terized by its black or red appearance, it is superficial, and dis¬ 
charges a cold, mucilaginous and scanty discharge. The pain is 
also peculiar, being of a crackling stiff kincL This pain is severe 
and does not affect the flesh. 

When deranged Bile produces an ulcer, it is of a yellowish blue 
colour, and is surrounded by a red colour and yellow eruptions, 
spreads quickly, and discharges a hot and red matter with a burn¬ 
ing pain. 

The Phlegm ; when it produces an ulcer, there is much itchiness, 
and it is deep seated. The vessels and nerves of the part are 
affected, and it is hard and white without much pain, and the dis¬ 
charge Is white, cold, mucilaginous and thick. J he par feels hea\). 

When produced by Blood ; the ulcer becomes red and is sur¬ 
rounded by block vessels. The smell is like that of a horse stable 5 
with much pain, great heat, and it discharges blood and is accom¬ 
panied with symptoms of Idle. 
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Jhe ulcers which are produced by the combination of the 
creased humours partake of the combination of the peculiar syinp- 
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toms of each. 

The ulcers are likewise divided into large extent of ulcer, large 
deep seated, very hard and soft, much elevated or depressed, very 
cold or hot, very black, red, yellow or white, or disagreeable looking 
ulcers, or covered with a slough, with a fetid discharge, very pain¬ 
ful or bloody discharge, or very old; all these are unfavorable 
cases of ulcer. When the discharge is yellow, thin and has the 
smell of raw flesh it is superficial. When the ulcer is situated in the 
flesh, the discharge is thick, only white and mucilaginous. From 
vessels, the discharge is with much blood and it is also watery with 
much purulent matter. When bones are affected; the discharge is 
mixed with oily matter and blood, when in the joints they cannot 
be moved, and the discharge is mucilaginous, frothy and bloody. 
W r licn any of the viscera are affected ; the discharge may be accom¬ 
panied with urine or feces, or a watery discharge. 

Treatment of ulcers . The cure of ulcers is easy when treated 
by a skilful practitioner, and when the patient follows the proper 
regimen. When treated by an ignorant person, or if the patient 
does not follow the proper regimen, the cure will be much more 
difficult. The person should live in a large airy and clean house, 
upon a large bed with his head towards the east ; he should be 
encouraged by the presence and attention of friends ; he should not 
sleep duriug the day, (is it will produce much swelling, and a 
copious discharge with itchiness. lie should avoid much walking 
and the presence of women. He should avoid new wine, different 
kinds of peas, and fruits, too much salt, pungent articles, jagree, 
cakes, dry vegetables, and the flesh of fish and amphibious animals, 
cold water is likewise to be avoided, with curdled milk and indi- 
gestable food. He should avoid exposure to wind and dust, smoke, 
too much eating, and disagreeable sounds or smells. He should avoid 
watching at night, and eating at unusual hours. He should keep his 
hair, beard and nails short, wear clean clothes, and perform the usual 
ceremonies of religion, and his food should be light and uoui islung. 

The ulcers are to be dressed with a cloth covered with new oint- 
ment, and secured by a bandage of silk <>r cotton. The ulcers 
are to be cleaned with a watery decoction oi cassia fistula and 
other astringent vegetable medicines. shout be prt pared 

with the sulphate of iron (kaceera), black Hellebore (kotorohunec), 
turmerick, and the root of the jWee. h other cases they 
add astringent barks or astringents as mnibo, rajbeorka, yellow 
(Uurrital) and red «P■senie. (uaonosilla.t), powders prepared with 
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salt, the sulphate of iron, and the lees of uriile, with boch 
and turinerick, &c. 

Fumigations by means of different rosins, the smoke of which are 
applied to the ulcers. 

Pastes are also applied to the ulcerated surface. They may be 


made of 

Somongaa 

Somo 

Sorolaa 

Somobolko 

Chondono 

Kaapola, fyc. 

When the ulcer is much elevated apply the powders of the follow¬ 
ing substances, sulphate of iron, ( kasus ,) rock salt, red arsenic, 
mixed with eggshells and the buds of ( jaatce ). These may be com¬ 
bined, or one or two of them may be mixed and applied to the 
ulcerated surface. 

Purgatives, emetics, and fasting are to be occasionally used in 
ulcers, and the other indications which have been already stated 
under the head of treatment of inflammation. 

Should there be much bleeding from the ulcer it is to be stopped 
by means of styptics; when accompanied with fever and much burn¬ 
ing on the part, apply cold applications; when there is little dis¬ 
charge, the ulcer superficial, aud the surface irregular, apply poultices 
made of seeds containing oil, as linseed, with fomentation. When 
the appearance is very dark and the smell disagreeable apply as¬ 
tringent decoctions. When sloughing and dry looking, apply medicines 
to clean the part. When the edges of the ulcer are very hard, local 
bleeding by scarification or by leeches is to be used with fomenta¬ 
tions. When the edges are soft and flabby apply astringents. 
When the edges are elevated anil of long standing apply caustics. 
When the cicatrix is white it will be made black or of the natural 
colour by the preparations of the marking nut. For restoring hair 
to a part apply the ashes of ivory with crude antimony. If worms 
are generated in ulcers, apply the decoctions of ophiorrhiza muugos 
( surubaa ) and Bymplocos Alstonia. 

When the worms are produced by cows urine and the lit 
caustic solutions are to bo applied. Tlumo uro obtained from the 
m»h< * of oa/trtiu trees. A piece oi recent H- »1» may also bo applied 

o'-.ji* the ulcer bo us to utiruct I ho worms to it. When tin uh » i is 
v cry old aud the person emaciated and weak, give him nouii.-hiug 
1 <|,M 1, mill medicine of u tonic nature. When produced by poison 
th* i arc t.o bo treated as poisonous wounds. 
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The intelligent practitioner will vary the local and general treat¬ 
ment according to the peculiarity of each case, and the state of 
the patients constitution. 

The fatal symptoms of ulcers; are, fever, diarrhoea, fainting, hic¬ 
cough, vomiting, dyspesia, difficulty of breathing, cough and great 
thirst. 

Fistula {Nullct Bruno) a fistula is either produced by derange¬ 
ments of the humours, or by external causes. In the latter case 
the abscess may not be opened when ripe, the pus hurries itself into 
the neighbouring parts and forms a canal. When derangement of 
air produces the fistula ; the orifice is small, the surface rough, and 
it is accompanied with much pain. It discharges largely, especi¬ 
ally in the night, and the discharge is accompanied with froth. 
This form is to be treated with poultices. 

When the fistula is produced fy deranged bile, it is ac¬ 
companied with thirst, fever, and heat; the discharge is copi¬ 
ous particularly during the day. The part is to be carefully 
rubbed, and when ripe it is to be opened with a knife, it is then 
to be cleaned, and a hot iron probe is to be introduced into the 
canal. Several kinds of medicines are to be mixed and thrust into 
the wound. 

When produced by diseased phlegm, the discharge is thick and 
white, and its edges are hard and shining. It is itchy and slightly 
painfid at uiglit. A mixture of several medicines is made to rub 
into the part so as to soften it ; other medicines are to be employed 
to wash the fistula with, and a director is to be introduced and the 
fistula laid open. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, together producing a 
fistula, it is accompanied with great heat and fever, sonorous breath¬ 
ing and coma. The mouth is dry and the other symptoms peculiar 
to the diseases produced by the separate humours. In such cases 
the disease is incurable. 

Fistulous openings are usually found in the mammae of women 
after abscesses. In such cases the abscess is to be opened ami the 
fistula is to be treated as in Budodu. When the patient is of weak 
constitution, is emaciated, is fearful, has lost his appetite the cure 
will be very difficult. When the knife is not allowed to be used ; a 
thread is to be passed through the fistula mid is to bo strongly lied 
go as to divide the skin which is contained in it. A lint trmdo ot 
the following medicines will likewise be found very useful. The 
bark of the guntafulaa* rock salt, lac stick, ami beetle nut, t hese are 
to bo mixed with the milk of the ouphorblum and introduced into 
the fistulous opening. 
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Descriptions of Surgical Instruments and Bandages . 

The description of these instruments is neither minute nor 
precise ; and not being illustrated by drawings, or now employed, 
a few only of each class will be delineated. In general the name 
of the instrument was derived from the resemblance to certain 
objects such as certain leaves, &c. 

The hand is considered the first, the best, and the most impor¬ 
tant of all Surgical Instruments, as it is with its assistance that all 
operations are performed. 

There are classes of instruments, one of which are blunt ( jontros ) 
the second have sharp cutting edges (, sotros ) ; and the third are 
named unosustro or substitutes for cutting instruments, such as 
caustics, fire, horns of nnim^ open at both extremities by which 
suction is made, and gourds which are used as cupping glasses and 
are applied before as well as after the scarifications, I shall now 
add a few remarks on each of those classes. 

1 st. Jontros , or blunt instruments, consist of Swastecka , San- 
dcnisa , Tala jontros, Narujontros , Solaahaa and Upajontros . 

a. Swustetka-juntra are curved or hooked instruments which 
are used to extract splinters of bones, or foreign bodies, and in¬ 
cluding pinchers, nippers and the forceps. They are formed of iron, 
usually eighteen inches long, having heads or points shaped like 
the heads of animals, the beaks of birds, &c. 

b. Sandansa-juntra, or tongs, which are of two kinds, one with, 
and another without a handle, and are used to remove extraneous 
substances from the soft parts, as the flesh, skin, veins, &c. They 
are usually sixteen inches in length. 

c. Tala-juntra resemble, though smaller than the last named 
instruments ; and were employed for removing foreign substances 
lodged in the outer canals as the ear, nose, &c. 

d. Naru-juntra consist of twenty varieties of tabular instru¬ 
ments, of different sizes and shapes, according to their intended use, 
including Canute, catheters, syringes, &c. They are used for remov¬ 
ing extraneous substances from deep seated canals, as the intestines 
urethra, &c.; for examining deep seated parts, for the application 
oi other instruments, for drawing off fluids by suction, ft c. 

e. Solaahaa or Probes arc rods and sounds. There are twenty- 
eieln kinds, varying in size and shape, for extracting foreign matters 
lodged iu parts of difficult access, for clearing internal canals, more 
l' : 'ri nadurly the urethra ; some have points like a half pen, others 

t ' 11 earth worm or the point of an arrow. Some ol them have 
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cavities at their extremities for applying caustic solutions, 
&c., to the diseased part. Some of these rods have ends like the 
rose apple, for applying it heated. There are six varieties of these 
rods, three resembling the head of a rose apple, and three being 
hooked. Another instrument, resembles the half of the shell of the 
plate for eradicating nasal polypi; a frequent and troublesome disease 
( nakra ) in many parts of Hindoostan. This disease is alleviated 
by forcibly extracting the irritating excrescence. Another instru¬ 
ment of this class, has a head like the foot stalk of the Mcileetee 
flower. It is used for cleaning the urethra. 

f. Upa-juntros are accessory instruments, as twine, leather, bark, 
skin, cloth, loadstone, caustic, fire, finger nails, tongue, teeth, &c. 

There are many other instruments which cannot be enumerated, 
as they are only varieties of the above, modified by experienced 
surgeons, for particular purposes. 

The second class, are cutting instruments (sotros), of which there 
are twenty kinds. These instruments should be formed of good 
iron, and neither too large, nor too small. They should be well 
polished, and sufficiently sharp to divide a hair. For this purpose 
a stone was used. They were in general six inches in length, of 
which the blade formed a half or a quarter of that length. They 
should have good handles and firm joints, and be kept quite clean, 
wrapt in flannel, and kept in a box of sandle wood. 

The following are the names of twenty forms of the principle Cut - 
ting Instruments used in Surgery:—The supposed forms arc 
represented in the annexed Lithographic Drawing :— 


l 


]. Mondolugra or round instrument for scarifying. 

2 . Koropotrd , or Saw. 

3. Beetceputrd, or Lancet. 

4 . Nokosustrd , (eight fingers breadth in length.) 

5 . Modreekd , like the’first joint of the index finger. 

6 . Utpolopotrokd , like the petal of the blue water lily. 

7. Urdodaro, or Knife. 

8 . Suchee , or Needles. 

9. Kuchapotra , like the leaves df the kushograss. 

10. Akemoka , like the beak of a bird. 

11. Sorareemka or Scissars, (10 fingers breadth m length.) 

12. Zhitormuko , to break down (the internal side cutting) parts. 


13. Tricorcoko (trocar), three cutting surfaces. 

14. Kotdreckd , like a gum lancet or bistoury... \ 

15. Breehumoka or Trocar , with a head like a for tapping. 

grain of ....*. 

V 
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6. Ara or Atil, a long sharp needle in a handle.... \ 

17. Bedusopotraka , long sharp cutting instrument for tapping, 

like the leaf of the ratan...... ) 

18. Booreeso , or hook. 

19. Dontosunku , pincers for extracting teeth. 

20. Asunee or probes , eight fingers breadth in length. 

Those instruments, the length of which is not marked ; are six 
fingers breadth in length. 

Unosustra, are instruments which may be used when cutting in¬ 
struments are not at hand, or when the patient is too fearful to 
admit the use of cutting instruments. These are the sharp bark 
of the bamboos, different kinds of hard stones, or glass, leeches, 
fire, caustics, nails, rough leaves, such as those of gogee, seefaleeka 
trees, &c. 


Practical Instructions . 

After the student has been taught science by books, lie is next to 
be instructed in the practice of the use of the instruments, &c. 
Without practical skill, theoretical knowledge is of no use. The 
different surgical operations are to be shown to the student, upon 
w r ax spread out upon a board, gourds, cucumbers and other soft 
fruits. Tapping and puncturing should be practiced on a leather 
bag of water or soft mud. Scarifications and bleeding may be 
practiced upon the fresh hides of animals from which the hair has 
been removed, or upon the dead bodies, and the puncturing or lanc¬ 
ing the hollow stalks of water lilies or the vessels of dead animals. 
The manner of holding and the use of the probe is to be practised 
upon a piece of hollow bamboo or the like. The removal of sub¬ 
stances from cavities, by removing the large seeds of the jack or b&l 
fruit, and the extraction of teeth is to be practiced upon dead 
bodies and animals. For sowing he should practice on leather 
and cloth. 1 he application of bandages and ligatures should 
bo practiced upon flexible models of the human body ; and the 
means of making noses, ears, &c., be practised upon dead animals ; 
tlv> application of caustica, and cauteries to be done on animals. 
The use of injections is to be practised with a water pot having 
a canal. 

There are eight kinds of surgical operations. They are chcdaana 
or incision, as in fistula-in-ano. 

Bhrd/w , opening parts as of large abscesses 

3 Lhchhno, or drawing lines, by which the parts are nipped, 
uirifi# j , jr inuoculated. 
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opening veins in hydrocele and 

dropsy. 

5. Eshyno 9 to probe or sound parts, as in fistula, to ascertain 
the presence of foreign substances. 

6. Ahdrno , or the operation of extraction, as of the stone ; of 
the teeth, and of the fetus. 

7. Vishravdno, to remove fluids ; as pus, blood, &c., or of bad 
humours as in Leprous blotches in Elephantiasis, &c. 

8. Seebeeno , to sow parts together, as in wounds, especially near 
joints. The substances to be used for sowing are thread, twine, 
or small ligatures made of the skin of animals, or fibres of vegetable 
substances, roots, hair, &c. The stitches are to be longer or shorter 
according to the nature of the wound. Before sowing a wound it 
should be carefully cleaned, and all extraneous substances should 
be removed. The needle should be from two fingers breadth in 
length, to three or more. They are to be long, three edged for 
deep fleshy wounds, and a third or curved kind should be used in 
vital parts and in wounds of the scrotum and abdomen. For fixing 
a torn off ear ! the parts are to be brought together and sown. For 
practising these operations ; pieces of leather and cloth are to be 
sewn together. After a wound has been sewn, a mixture of equal 
parts of the seed of the preunga ; vngnno, (sulphate of antimony.) 
justaabo (liquorice) and lodro (an astringent bark) is to be thickly 
sprinkled round the v ouud, which is then to be covered with 
a piece of lint or silk cloth, and the whole secured with a bandage. 

The physician is then to give proper directions as to diet, ° 

Besides the above instruments, the surgeon should provide thread, 
leaves, pledgets, heated metallic plates for erubesceuts, and a variety 
of astringent and emollient applications before commencing an 
operation. 
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4. Bhedhno, or puncturing, as 


Bandages . 

There are fourteen kinds of Baudages :— 

1st. Koosa , or a hollow cylinder or sheath for the fingers, 
penis, &c. 

2nd. Ddma , a large bandage to support parts. 

3rd. Sustccko , a ciiculnr bandage to apply to joints, forehead, 
chest and under the ears. 

4th. UneebuhUa , a roller or bandage to enein h the ex tremble-;, 

5tli. Protobe . a broad bandage for the nock, and the external 
orgaus of generation* 
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til. Mondola , a circular bandage for the head. 

7th. Stogheekd , a bandage enclosing a splint to keep the parts 
firm, as the joints of the fingers, the penis, &e. 

8th. Gomoha , a double bandage which is applied to ulcers. 

9th. Kota , a four tailed bandage for the cheeks, temples, lower- 
jaw, &c. 


10th. Cheenct , a bandage for the angles of the eyes. 

11th. Bebonda , a bandage for the back, abdomen, and chest. 
It is a firm circular bandage. 

12th. Beetana , a large bandage for the head. 

13th. Gopana , a concave bandage for the chin, eyes, lips, 
shoulders, scrotum and pelvis. 

14th. Poncha/igJiUy a bandage for the clavicle with four tails. 

The surgeon is to decide on the kind of bandage in each parti¬ 
cular case. Its application varies with the disease. Sometimes the 
bandage is to be applied above, below, or upon the wound or ulcer 
according to the effect required. In general the bandage is to be 
applied after the application of the necessary ointment spread upon 
linen. There are three degrees of tightness with which the bandage 
is to be applied, the first being tight, the second loose, and the third 
moderately tight. When bile and blood are deranged, or when blows 
and poisons produce the disease, the bandage should be loosely 
applied ; and when phlegm and air are deranged the tightness may 
be increased. In other cases bandages rnay be applied more tightly. 
To the chest, buttock, belly, loins, axilla, groins, and head, a tight 
bandage is to be applied. To the extremities, face, ears, throat, 
penis, scrotum, back, aud to the sides of the belly and chest the 
pressure of the bandage should be moderate. In diseases of the 
eye and joints loose bandages are to be used. Should the bandage 
be applied tight, the medicine will not produce the desired effect, 
and all the symptoms of the disease will be aggravated. This will 
also be the case when no bandage is applied, by the formation of 
insects, and by exposure to the influence of heat and cold, which 
will aggravate the ulcer, and prevent the cure. When accompa¬ 
nied with acute inflammation, and when the part is hot, painful, 
and sensible, no bandage is to be applied to the part, for the cure of 
the disease, but to retain the applications to the part. Nor are 
bandages to be applied when the sore has been produced by fire, or 
excoriating, when it contains pus ; when sloughing, or if it is near the 
anus ; when produced by extravasation of urine from Leprosy, &c. 
H bones are fractured, or joints dislocated, or if the bone is thrust 
through the flesh, the bandages will be of much use. This is also 
the ease when the tendons aud vessels are divided In the treat- 
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ment of ulceis ; bandages and all other means that diminish pain 
will tend towards the cure. 

When the ulcer is in the flesh, skin, joints, bone, abdomen : in 
wounds of vessels and tendons ; when deep, and when superficial, 
they are cured with baudages. The judicious surgeon will in each 
particular case, decide on the propriety and kind of bandages, which 
will vary not only with the nature of the disease, but also with 
the season of the year, &c. 


Section 4. 

Means employed to remove Blood from the body. These opera¬ 
tions are venesection, cupping, and the use of leeches. 

lsl. Venesection. 

Before a patient is bled, he should have his body anointed with 
oil ; a warm bath is t a be used ; and some prepared barley or rice 
is to be given to eat. 

In performing the operation the patient is to be placed either 
sitting or standing before the Surgeon with his face turned towards 
the east, with an assistant holding him from behind. The Surgeon 
is to rub down the blood in the prominent vein which is to be 
opened, and apply a bandage of the bark of a tree, of cloth or of 
leather, not very tight, above the part to be opened ; the instrument 
used for opening the vein ; is the kutaarekau , this is to be thrust 
into the swelled vein while the patient retains his breath ; the 
wound should be the size of a barleycorn. The blood should flow in 
a stream. After the required quantity of blood has been obtained, 
the bandage is to be removed and the wound is to be cleaned with 
cold water, a few drops of oil are to be let fall .upon the wound, 
and if the bleeding is not stopped a bandage is to be put round 
the part. Should this not be sufficient to stop the bleeding ; caus¬ 
tics, and even the actual cautery may be used. The quantity 
of blood which is to be removed, should never be so large as t o 
weaken the person. When the patient is very strong, and the 
disease very severe, blood to the extent of one seer (Prusto or Hij) 
may be removed. If much blood is lost, it will produce head¬ 
ache, loss of sight, with pain in the eyes ; will produce thirst* 
severe pain, insensibility of one side, and ot one member, hic¬ 
cough, cough, difficulty in breathing, jaundice, and the person 
may die, or it will produce the diseases of air. Alter bleeding, tho 
body should be anointed with oil, milk, lymph of animals or other 
remedies which quickly stop the flow of blood. If all the bad 
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blood is not discharged by the first bleeding, another is to be 
performed on the second or third day after the first. Do not 
endeavour to remove all the bad blood by the first bleeding, as 
a little bad blood may be purified by the use of remedies ; and 
thus the danger of bleeding too freely will be avoided. When a 
swelling requires to be opened ; and from the nature of the part, 
as when near the windpipe; a communicating vein proceeding from 
the diseased part may be opened. 

Bleeding should not be performed when the person is below 16 
and above < 0 years of age, when the female is pregnant or soon after 
delivery, nor when the body is dry ; when in a state of drunkenness 
or when there are sores upon the body ; when the humours (datu) are 
diminished ; when there is copious perspirations ; or when there are 


diseases of air present. Patients should not be bled in very cold, hot, 
or stormy cloudy days ; when there is no disease present, when the 
person is weak, after watching, or when digestion has not taken 
place. When afflicted with general dropsy, in jaundice, during free 
perspiration, piles, in madness, after vomiting or purging, in severe 
fevers, in tetanus, in palsy, &c. When venesectionls to be per¬ 
formed, the air should be clear and warm. If possible it should 
be avoided during the rains; but always the abstraction is to take 
place by degrees, at the intervals of one or more days according 
to the circumstances of the case. In the cold weather venesection 
should be performed in the middle of the ’.ay. The flow of the 
blood from the wound in the vessel may be retarded when the 
person is very fearful, faint, and much fatigued ; when he is very 
thirsty, when the bandage is not properly applied, and when he has 
much bad blood. 


W hen the person is bled for a disease of the spleen, the vein is 
to be opened at the bend of the left arm, or the vein between the 
left ring and little finger in asthma and severe cough; in disease 
of the penis open the vessels near the middle of the penis. In 
hepatic diseases open the temporal artery. In madness and epilepsy, 
and in diseases of the tongue or teeth, open the veins under the 
tongue. In tertian ague opcu the veins at the juncture of the 
sacrum with the spine. Iu epilepsy the veins of the neck may 
also be opened. 

There are twenty ways of improperly performing venesection 
1st. Durdecda , when the instrument is too small, and the blood 
hies not flow freely, followed by a painful swelling. 

2nd. Oteebcda , when an ignorant person opens a large vessel, 
01 niukos the wound iu the vein large by which the blood passes 
I he cellular substances of the part. 
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3rd. Ckunckeetd , resembles the last. 

4th. Pitcheetd , when the knife is blunt and tares the parts, 
which swell. 

5th. Kuteeka , when several attempts have been made to open 
the vein. 

6th. Oprorsreetdy when the person is fearful, the weather very 
cold, and the blood is not discharged. 

7th. Otudeerdy when the knife is large, sharp, and a large 
wound: is made. 

8th. Obeedd, when little blood flows. 

9th. Poreesushd , when little blood flows from deranged air 
which dries the wound. 

10th. Kunteetdy when the wound is too small, and little blood 
flows. 

11th. Bateetd, when the arm had been improperly bandaged, 
and when the hands shake, and no blood flows. 

12th. Onuteetobeendy like the last. 

13th. Shostropotdy when there is a great flow of blood from the 
largo wound in the vessel, which caunot be stopped by the usual 
applications. 

14th. Tirjokbeeddy when the wound is not direct, and is not 
sufficiently large. 

15th. Opobeedd , when the knife is not a proper one, and several 
attempts are required to open the vein. 

16th. Obiodeedy when blood letting is not proper. 

17th. Bidurddy when the patient’s body is in an unfit state and 
diseases are consequently produced. 

18th. Dcmikdy when the part requires to be rubbed much before 
the vein can be opened, and when the blood only flows at inter¬ 
vals, like the milk of cows. 

19th. Punop u nor heed d t when the knife is too small, and several 
small wounds are made in the vein. 

20th. ScersoodeCy when nerves, tendons, and vital parts have 
been wounded, it produces severe pain, restlessness and death. 
W hen the operation is thus improperly performed, the wound is to 
be treated by the application of fomentation.-, and other remedies, 
which will be stated in the section treating of wounds. 

An able Surgeon is therefore required to bleed, as veins arc 
always changing, and if not properly performed, it produces various 
troublesome diseases of veins; which un not cured by the usual 
remedies. It is not enough to know the situation of veins; but hr 
must likewise know the time, and the extent to which the bleeding 
is to be carried. In cine diseases, bleeding is half the treatnu ut ; 
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in the same manner as enemas are in many medical diseases. As 
cutting, fire, &c., give pain ; rajahs, rich people, children or old 
people, and fearful and weak people, when they require to lose 
blood, may have leeches in preference to venesection ; more especi¬ 
ally in the cases of bad blood produced by diseased air, bile and 
cough. When bad blood has been removed from a vein, the per¬ 
son feels happy, the part light, the pain ceases, and the morbid 
symptoms diminish. 

After bleeding avoid anger, violent exercise, too much sitting, walk¬ 
ing, exposure to great heat or cold, or improper food, for a month; 
especially very heating and cooling articles. The patient should live 
on good and light articles of nourishing food, until his strength is 
restored. If this is not attended to, bad blood will be generated. 

Bad blood in the body, produces itchiness, swelling and pain like 
that of fire ; with a red appearance of the part which suppurates. 
When deranged air has produced bad blood ; it does not flow from 
the wound in the vein like water ; it is covered with foam, is dark, 
thin, and draws slowly. When deranged by bile, the blood has a 
yellow blue colour, has a bad smell, and it dries slowly. When the 
blood is deranged by phlegm the blood is oleaginous, and smooth ; 
it is cold, of a pale yellowish colour, is in large quantities and flows 
slowly. When bile and blood are deranged in a part; it has a dark 
colour. When two or three of the humours are deranged in a part ; 
the blood has the peculiarities of the individual, and deranged blood 
combined. Should severe pain occur in opening a vein, as if fire 
had been applied, the part is to be rubbed with warm ghee and 
gestemodo (a plant.) 

The blood is in a healthy state when it is of a bright red colour 
like that of red jelly, or of the rainbow ; when the senses are perfect 
with a desire to exercise them ; and the person is strong and in 
high spirits. 

2nd. Scarifications. By means of a thin and sharp knife; longi¬ 
tudinal or transverse lines at equal distance are to be made neither 
very deep nor superficial. They should be applied quickly, avoid¬ 
ing vital parts, joints and large vessels. 

3rd. Cupping. The local accumulation of bad blood may be 
removed by means of cupping, which is performed by a horn 
cut smooth, and even, at the large extremity ; with a small 
opening at the narrow end. The large extremity is applied over 
♦lie scarified part, the air in the born is sucked out, and the 
huger is then dexterously placed over the open upper end. An 
Cumulation of blood in the part included in the horn is discharged 
from the scarification. The horn is repeatedly allc * air 




exhausted in the same manner, until the necessary quantity of blood 
has been removed. These horns are made of different sizes, to suit 
the part which is to be operated on. In other cases a hollow gourd 
is prepared, with a small smooth hole which is placed on the part ; 
the air is then exhausted by burning something in it, before it is 
applied over the scarified part. The horn is used when the air 
of the part is particularly affected; and when the phlegm of the 
part, is much diseased, the gourd is preferred. 

4th. Leeches ( Jcdoukd ). Leeches have been employed from time 
immemorial in Asia, but particularly in Bengal, where they are 
considered as the best means of removing blood from a part. They 
are particularly used for Rajahs, for women, and timid persons, 
and for the very young and very old. 

There are twelve varieties of leeches ; six of which are venomous, 
and six useful. 

The venemous leeches are : 

1. Indrayudhity having longitudinal lines along its back like a 
rainbow. 

2. Alagarda, are large with a black head, and hairs on their 
body. 

3. Krishnd, are large dark leeches with a large head. 

4. Sdmudrikd have numerous stripes and spots of various 
colours upon their bodies. 

5. Gochandand have a small head and narrow mouth with a 
large body and bifurcated tail. 

6. Karbura , is long like an eel, and moves irregularly. 

These deleterious leeches, when they are employed, produce heat, 

swelling, pain, and itching of the part ; followed by excessive irrita¬ 
tion and fever, with spasms, sickness and syncope. These effects 
will be best treated by applying to the bites a mixture of certain 
medicines, which are considered as antidotes against the poison, 
other antidotes are given internally, with errhiues ; the bites of' the 
Indrayunda leeches are considered fatal. These kinds of leeches 
are found near putrid fish or animals, in foul, stagnant., and 
putrescent water. Such leeches are consequently to be 1 carefully 
avoided. 

There are six varieties of good Leeches :— 

1. Kapila, or tawny leeches. These have a brownish breast, 
with smooth glossy sides. 

2. Pinguid , have round bodies, are of a pah* red color, and are 
very active. 

3. Sankumukhi , have long sharp heads, are of a liver colour, 
and bite quickly. 
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4. Mushika , are of a mouse colour and have a bad smell. 

5. Punditrikd-mukhi, are of a brown hue, and have a mouth 


like that of a lily. 

6. Skabarikd , are of a green colour like the leaves of a water 
lotus, and are ten fingers breadth long. This kind is only proper 
for removing blood from animals. 

These leeches are found in Persia ( Yavana ), ancient Delhi 
{Panda), at Mutra ( Pautana ), &c. They are found in small 
numbers in clear and deep pools of water, which contain water lilies, 
and are surrounded with sweet smelling plants. The middle sized 
leeches are the best. 

These leeches are to be caught in a piece of leather or cloth, 
and placed in a new water-pot, in which some clay and pure water 
has been put, some grass or leaves of aquatic plants are to be 
placed on the pot for them to lie upon, and the roots of water 
lilies and dry flesh are to be given them for food. The water 
is to be changed every third day and the water pot every seventh 
day. 

When the leeches grow very large and are very vigorous ; 
when they are weak, or emaciated, when they do not bite, or 
take little blood, or are of the venemous kind they are not to be 
used. 

When the part is not very sensible it is to be rubbed dry, and it 
is then to be covered with cow-dung and earth to dry the part. 
The leech is then to be taken from the water-pot and its body is to 
be anointed with mustard seed paste. It is then to be put into a 
bason with fresh water for a short time and then removed and sur¬ 
rounded with a piece of cloth, and the mouth is then to be applied 
to the part affected. If it does not fix quickly, apply a drop or two 
of milk or blood to the part, or make one or two very slight scarifi¬ 
cations, which will induce them to fix themselves more readily. 
When the leeches are sucking, sprinkle a few drops of cold water 
upon their bodies. When the leeches have removed the necessary 
quantity of blood sprinkle a small quantity of salt upon their 
beads, to make them drop off. Put the gorged leech upon some 
dry bran, put a little oil and suit upon its mouth and then strip 
them. Put them next in fresh water, and if they are lively 
they will live, and may be used again ; but. if they are languid, 
they will ‘■oon die and they should therefore be at once thrown 
away. 

The part upon which the leeches have been is to bo smeared 
with lurney, cold water, and astringent substances. 1“ other cases 
poult ires limy be applied. 


Section V. 


Styptics. 

If all the bad blood is not removed by the bleeding it will leave 
a swelling, redness, heat, itchiness, and pain in the part. But if 
too much blood has been removed it produces headache, blindness 
(gutta sercna ), inflammation of the eye, convulsions, hemiplegia, 
great thirst, burning sensation of the body, hiccough, difficulty in 
breathing, jaundice, and death. Avoid abstracting too much blood, 
particularly when healthy, as it is the root which sustains the body ; 
“ for the blood is the life of the body.” 

There are four ways of arresting hoemorrhages :— 

a. By the use of astringents. 

b. By the use of ice ([/lima .) 

c. By caustics and 

d. By the actual cautery ; should the other means not prove suffi¬ 
cient. 

rr. Astringent applications. Different flowers are mixed together, 
and then powder is to be sprinkled by degrees over the part, mid 
should the blood not stop ; the finger is to be placed over the bleed¬ 
ing vessel. The following is one of these mixtures ;—take of the 
flowers of 

Lodhra 

Madhuka 

Gairika 

Sarjarassa 

in equal quantities. Or take of the flowers of— 

Masha 
Jaba , barley. 

Godhumay wheat. 

These are to be mixed and sprinkled on the part, and if it does 
not stop; the finger is to be applied to the part for the same purpose. 

The barks of different trees, as the Banian tree, Catechu, gum 
resin, are mixed, reduced to powder, and used as styptics. 

The ashes of burnt silk, will also be found useful ; over which a 
tight bandage is to be placed. The patient is to be kept in a cool 
room, aud u cool and antiphlogistic diet and ivgimon is to be un¬ 
joined. Afterwards broths, made from the flesh of deer and other 
wild animals, are to be used, with light and nourishing food. 

b. Cold and ice, by drying the blood, has \ strong tendency to 
stop haemorrhage, and is often used for this purpose. 

vt 2 
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c. When the above means have not been sufficient, to stop the 
hcemofrhage, eschavotics should next be used. These will be con- 
sidered in the next section. 


Section VI. 

Cauteries. 

The cauteries used by the Hindu Surgeons, were the actual 
and potential. 


The actual Cautery. 

Fire can sometimes be employed ; when neither the knife nor 
escharotics can be used, as it is the strongest of all the escharotics. It 
is applied in different ways, sometimes by means of long pepper, goats 
dung, the tooth of a cow, an arrow point, long circular or hook 
shaped iron probes ; for superficial purposes ; and straight probes for 
muscles or deep seated parts. There are three varieties of these 
irons ; one being small, another large, and a third of a moderate size. 
After amputations, &c., boiling fluids were used to stop haemorrhage, 
as boiling jagree, oil, honey, &c. 

The actual cautery is applied in four different ways, according 
to the nature of the case ; sometimes the application is made in 
spots ; in other cases in circles, or in parallel and concentric lines. 

When the application is properly performed, there is a peculiar 
noise heard and smell felt, at the moment of the application, and 
the skin is immediately contracted. When the cautery is applied 
to the muscles, it changes them to a gray colour ; the swelling of 
the part diminishes, and it stops the discharge of blood, pus, &c. 

Fire is useful in some diseases of the skin, flesh, vessels, liga¬ 
ments, joints, and bones ; and when there is severe pain or hard 
swellings of the flesh and insensible parts ; which sometimes occur 
in carbuncle, piles, boils near the anus, in elephantiasis, and in 
Hmall swellings; and in bites of serpents live charcoal is recom¬ 
mended to be applied ; to prevent the dangerous effects of their 
bites. It is also u ful in penetrating wounds and in all cases 
where it is accompanied with considerable hcemorrliage. 

The small sized actual cautery is employed with advantage to the 
ey ebrow s, forehead, and temples for headaches and disease* of the 
h' id. When applied to the eyelids near the border the into 

be defended with wot clothes. This is the trentnmnt recommend¬ 
ed for intergium. Fire is also applied to remove indurated parts ; to 
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the side, in cases of diseased spleen and liver ; and to the abdomen 
for enlargement of the mesenteric glands. It is also applied to 
the soles of the feet for the cure of colic ; and it is said with the 
best effects, as it seldom fails to cure the disease. 

Fire deranges the blood and bile, and produces severe pain and 
fever. A mixture of ghee and honey should be applied to the 
part after the cautery. 

The actual cautery should not be used in the cold and hot 
months, as in September and October, and in May and June ; more 
particularly in the two last months. It should not be used to persous 
of bilious or sanguineous temperaments ; or in whom the blood is dis¬ 
eased ; when diarrhoea is present, and external applications have not 
removed it; when the person is weak and timid ; when there are many 
ulcers on the body ; and when the patient is very young or very old. 

The diet of a patient to whom the cautery is applied should be 
very thin, and of the same kind as that recommended for a woman 
with a dead foetus in her abdomen. In the more dangerous forms 
no food is to be allowed. 

When the different cauteries have not proved sufficient to stop the 
haemorrhage, the vessel may be opened above the bleeding part in 
order to diminish the flow of blood from the large wound below ; 
and thus give time for the operation of medicines. 

When all these means fail to stop the haemorrhage the physician is to 
examine the different circumstances of the case, and act accordingly. 

Potential Cauteries ( Khar *). These cauteries consist of Potassa 
more or less pure; it is obtained by burning the bark and branchesof the 
Musk aka tree, 

The Ivataja tree, 

The Pal&sa, 

Asakarna, 

Arka, 

Sthnuhi, 

Apam&rga, 

Patala, 

Chftraka, 

Or the bark and branches of these trees are reduced to ashes, which 


are thrown into six times their quantity of water or cow’s urine. 
Strain them 21 times, expose them to heat, until they are reduced 
to the consistence of a mucilage. Again, dissolve them in water, 
strain, separate, remove the sediment and evaporate to the same con¬ 
sistence as before; some shell lime is then to b* mixed with them, 
and when neither very dry nor moist, the, are to be Inkt n oM tin• tiro 
and kept in an iron vessel well closed up. 
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xV Potassa thus prepared, may be used internally or externally. 

In the first form it is used in solution and is good for removing 
worms, for curing Leprosy, and as an antidote for certain poisons; 
when long taken it produces impotency. As an external appli¬ 
cation, it is used in three degrees of strength, the concentrated, 

the mild, and the weak. , « 

The concentrated Potassa is used for opening abscesses and fo 
producing superficial ulcers, in which cases emollients are to be 
put upon the part after the application, so as to reduce the pam. 1 he 
solution acts strongly in healing ulcers and in stopping bleeding, 
and when concentrated it disorganizes the parts. It is apphe 
externally to different cutaneous diseases, to bad ulcers, to fistula- 
in-ano and other fistula, to piles, to certain diseases of the mouth, 
as to diseased tubercles, &c. The weak solution may be taken 
internally in dyspepsia, colic, and indigestion ; and for urinary 

calculi, gravel, worms, and gurao. 

The use of Potassa is not proper in the sanguineous tempera¬ 
ment, in internal hemorrhage, in fever, for children or old people, 
for weak persons, or for persons with diseases of the eyes, &c. 
When caustic is to be applied to a part, the patient is to be taken 
to a room shut up, a portion of the Caustic is then to be applied 
to the part by means of a Probe. The Surgeon is then to wait for 
a space of time that will admit of his counting a hundred. If well 
applied the part becomes black, and the juices of acid fruits are to 
be applied. Caustics are not to be applied to vital parts, where there 
are many nerves, blood ligatures, joints, ligaments, taphu, to the eye, 
throat, &c. When used by an ignorant person caustics are li e 
fire, poison, or thunder to the patient whom it quickly kills. 

When properly applied by a skilful Surgeon it cures many 

diseases. 


Section VII. -f M*/ 

Scalds and Burns. 

There are four degrees of burns 

a. Plu$ta> in which there is severe pain, and change of colour 

on the part. , 

h. Durdogdlia , when accompanied with blisters, with much re 

no *9 and paiu. , . 

e .■. Samadogdha, when it is black,and does not produce ,nuc * 1 4 * 
cl. Atidogdha, when the part is separated with the <le*< ruction ° 
the vessels, &c., with fever, thirst, faintness, and the wound heals slowly. 


' "• <§L 

In Plusta? hot articles are to be applied ; and in durdogda 
apply cold substances, and sometimes hot, with ghee and fomen¬ 
tations. In Samadogdlia apply a paste made of Chandcina , 
sandlewood ; Gairika, yellow earth, and the bark ot the wild 
banian tree. These are to be mixed with ghee ; or apply to 
the part, animal flesh, chopped. The flesh of domestic animals 
may be used for this purpose. 

In Atidogfia , separate the loose parts, and apply cold. Then 
apply the decoction of the cold bark of the Tinduka tree with ghee. 

In other cases apply wax, liquorice root, ghee, rasin : make into an 
ointment, and apply to the part. Cold applications are likewise 
useful. 

When a person is struck with lightening, and is not killed, 
anoint the body with oil, with frictions. 

When choaked with smoke, the patient has difficulty in breathing, 
which is sonorous, attended with coughs burning of the eyes, and 
redness. This is succeeded by thirst, fever, difficulty in hearing 
and smelling : the juice of the sugar-cane, and grapes should be 
given for drink, with water and sugar. The juices of sweet and 
acid fruits may also be used with an emetic to clean the stomach. 


Section VIII. 

Directions for performing operations. 

When an operation is decided on ; a fortunate moment is to be 
selected, and the Brahmins and the Surgeons are to be propitiated 
with gifts. A clean and well lighted room is to be chosen in which 
the operation is to be performed ; and cloth, the leaves of trees, 
thread, honey, ghee, the juices of different kinds of trees ; milk, oil, 
cold and hot water, and strong and steady persons are to be in 
readiness to hold him, while care is taken not to frighten the 
patient. Should the patient be very fearful of the knife, or very 
young, escharotics, the nail or a sharp piece of the bark ot the 
bamboo may be substituted ; and for the mouth or eyelids a kind of 
grass ( goji) or other rough leaves may be substituted by rubbing 
them over tiie part. The patient is to be placed with his lace to 
the east, and the surgeon before him with bis taec to the west. 

The knife should be wet. with water before being used. 

The season for operating is when the sky is clear during the rains, 
and in the hot weather in the evenings ami mornings. II possi 
blethe operation should be performed near the new moon, as tins is 
the most proper time. Should the person be weak, much diseased. 
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or when the disease has come on suddenly, the operations 
should be performed during the evening or morning when the weather 
is steady and seasonable; a propitious day and hour is to be found 
out. Curdled milk, corn, &c., are to be offered up to the gods for the 
success of the operation and Brahmins are to be propitiated. 

When a boil is to be opened, or the flesh divided, the part is 
to have certain escharotics rubbed over it to diminish the pain. 
When a vessel, joint, or sensible part is to be divided, oil is 
first to be rubbed over it. 

The Surgeon should hold the knife firm in the hand ; if thrust 
into a boil and no pus follows it is to be quickly withdrawn. If 
there be much pus in the part, it may be opened several times if 
necessary ; boils are not to be considered dangerous if elevated upou 
a flat surface. Should this not be the case, and the boil does not 
rise, but extends, the diagnosis is less favourable. The surgeon is 
a proper person if he be strong and operates quickly ; his knife 
should be good, and he should neither perspire, shake, nor make 
exclamations. In performing such operations, the sensible parts 
of the body are to be avoided; as the palms of the hands and soles 
of the feet, vessels, tendons, joints and bones. When near vital 
organs the knife should be held so as to cut outwards, and should 
any such organ be wounded it produces severe pain, and is cured 
with difficulty. 

When the fetus is dead in the uterus, in ascetics, piles, certain 
excrescences and swellings near the anus, which have existed up¬ 
wards of a month ; the patient is to take his dinner before the opera¬ 
tion, and the operation is to be completed while withdrawing the 
knife. Cold water is then to be applied to the part, the person’s 
spirits are to be kept up, the pus is to be squeezed out, and the 
part cleaned with tepid water. Lint smeared with honey or ghee 
is then to be put into the wound to prevent it closing. The 
wound is to be rubbed with honey or ghee and a bandage is then to 
be placed round the part. 

During the operation, care must be taken to keep a fire in the 
room near the patient, in which sweet scented substances are to 
be burnt, in order to prevent the entrance of devils by the wound. 

After the operation some holy water is to be sprinkled over his 
body, and proper prayers repealed : such as the following ° h 
Braiqha ! Do thou, as well as oth<*r Gods, order the serpents. tt- 
xhicha, Gandharba , Pitri (spirits), Jdkha> Rakkyasa, who are do i 
•■on *» of acting wickedly to desist from their intention, either on tail 
’< • sky, or in any direction ; and that prophets mas cuie this 
v-'miKl, Do thou,Oh Bramba ! direct the Planets, and rajah prop icK 
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•untains, seas, and rivers, to retain the soul and bayu in tins body ; 
that they remain healthy by the influence of the rajah of the moon, 
and devata of the clouds ; opana Bayu by the lightning, odana-bayu, 
by thunder, sa?na?i bayu by Indra; strength by Soloh, sense by 
Booan. Oh Samudra (sea), the navel who know every thing 
retain thy supplicant ; and thou sun retain the eyes and ears 
healthy. Direct your correct ears, moon retain your pure heat ; 
stars your body fair ; night your shadow, and water your semen 
healthy. May medicine retain your heart, while the sky will retain 
the elements of the body in health, and the earth the body pure. 
Thy head oh Bramha ( Parakrama ) will retain energy healthy. 
Is war the energy of the male. Bramha spirit ; Dhruba eyebrow ; 
all the Devata will retain the body healthy, and live long, Bruinha 
and other Devata will cure you. The sun and moon will do the 
same thing, as also Narada ; parbata prophets, fire, Bayu, Indra and 
other Devata. Bramha composed this prayer, and will increase the 
age of the repeater ; may it be propitious, and the pain will always 
disappear. 

Bramha preserve you, and the Devata, and Chandra and Surjya 
preserve you. May you live long, and be quickly restored to health.” 

The patient is then to be taken to his own apartment, and the 
physician is to give the necessary directions regarding his diet ; 
which should be very light and spare, and the patient must avoid 
exercise, laughing, expressions of anger, pleasure or grief, &c. On 
the third day the bandages are to be opened and clean ones substi¬ 
tuted. Should the bandages be opened on the second day, the 
wound will not be sufficiently united, and it will retard the cure, 
and increase the patient’s suffering ; should the pain continue for 
several days, and be severe, with heat and swelling, the leaves of 
bitter plants are to be boiled and applied to the part. When tents 
are used they should be removed every third day, aud they are to 
be continued as long as pus flows from the part. 
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Means of removing foreign substances from the body. 

There are two kinds of such extraneous substances, one of which 
is firmly fixed in the body, and the other is loose. 

The first, is the only kind requiring remarks. They are some 
times removed by drawing out, or by thrusting through the part. 
If at the time of wounding, the person flints ; water is first to be 
thrown upon his face. After the blood has been discharged, front 
the wound ; heat, oil and ghee, and the like are to be applied to the 

part. Then apply g ll0 ° and fmm ‘ v ovcr tho wound ' bind U I> the 
part; anti order diet, as usual. If a vessel or tendon be wound- 
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instrument is to be removed by pincers. If it lias disap¬ 
peared under the swelling it is to be pressed, so as to force out the 
iron ; or if there be barbs ; enlarge the wound and so remove the 
arrow. If it has penetrated the bone, it is to be removed with force, 
and if required a string may be tied to the tooth of an elephant or, 
neck of a horse and thus forcibly removed, or with a bent branch of 
a tree. If in the throat, the extraneous matter may be discharged 
by thrusting down a hot iron to dissolve it or soften it and so re¬ 
move it. In such cases, the hot iron is passed through a metallic tube. 
A Probang, for removing fish bones, is usual ; by drinking fluids 
and emetics it is also dislodged ; this may also be done by beating 
the person upon the back of the neck. 

There are 15 modes of removing extraneous substances:— 

1 . Sivabhaba. —When removed by the natural discharges, as 
by the tears. 

2. Pachcma.-— Medicines to promote suppuration, which will be 
discharged with the pus and blood. 

3. Badhana .—By a slight incision. 

4 . Parana. —By longer incisions, 

5 . Pirana. —By pressure. 

6 . Pramarjana .—By washing, by warmth, or by a hair cloth 
or hand. 

7 . Bidmapana. —By blowing, as a substance introduced into 
the larynx, which produces great irritation and strong efforts of 
coughing, &c. 

8 . Bamana. —By emetics. 

9 . Birachana.— If the extraneous substances have passed to 
Pokosio, purgatives are to be given. 

10. Prakhalona.— If pus or blood be retained in a place, they 

are removed by warming. » 

11 . Pramarsa. —If in the nostrils, errhiues are to be 
used. 

12. Prabahana. —If air, urine, and dejections are not dischar¬ 
ged ; or the fetus is retained \ and are not removed by the efforts 
of tiie person, they are to be discharged by manual means. 

13. Achusana. —When air is deranged, or water, or poison 
deranges the blood ; or there is bad milk in the mammae, this milk 
is to be removed by sucking or cupping, as the poison of serpents 
are extracted. 

14. Yaskania. —A loadstone may be used when the substance 
is straight, and is not tightly embedded in the flesh. 

15. Ilarsa. —When grief is the cause, joy will remove it. 

When the foreign substances produce fever, uneasiness, swelling, 

suppuration and death, 
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WoundSy Acute Ulcers , (Sodo Bruno.) 

Wounds are produced by accidents and are of various shapes and 
forms. There is one kind which is simple, and another is compli¬ 
cated with the presence of a foreign bodj\ Wounds vary with the 
part wounded, and the instruments by which they are inflicted. 
When the skin is wounded, it changes its colour, swells, and is 
hard. If in the Jfesh the swelling is greater, the wound gapes, dis. 
charges thick matter like ghee, and does not scab. 

lien a vessel is wounded it is accompanied with much pain, 
blood flows from the wound which swells, and when it suppurates 
pus is discharged. When tendons are wounded they swell and the 
discharge is like ghee or phlegm from the nose mixed with blood. 

When bone is fractured various degrees of pain are produced; 
the marrow disappears, and the colour of the bone changes to that 
of a cockle shell. Pus and marrow are discharged from such 
wounds. 


The six varieties of wounds are as follows :— 

1 st. Chhinna , or incised wounds, with a large open surface. 

2 nd. Bhinna , or penetrating wounds, as by pointed instruments, 
as the horn of a cow, &c.; this wound discharges little externally, 
when it penetrates a cavity it fills it with blood, and the contents 
of the organ ; this is followed by fever, thirst, loss of appetite, 
difficult breathing, and the stoppage of the secretions, as urine 
and sweating. When the stomach is wounded it is accompanied 
with a vomiting of blood, and a swelling of the abdomen with 
severe pain. When the small intestines are wounded there is 
much paiu, heaviness of the part, cold extremities, &c. 

3rd. Biddha , or punctured wound, when the sharp pointed and 
narrow instrument is removed, or is retained in the wound. 

4 th. Khatay this is composed of the two last, being accompa¬ 
nied with destruction of the superficial parts. Or it is a contused 
wound. 


5th. Pichticty when by pressure, or the weight of a heavy sub¬ 
stance fracturing the bones, and injuring the soft parts, the wound 
is filled with marrow and blood. 

(ith. (thrisla , or bruised by coming in contact with a hard 

body. 

Treatment. 

In the four first kinds of wounds, there is a large discharge of 
blood. If there is severe pain apply poultices made of animal flesh 
and the like, with fomentations, followed by cold applications; an 
oily glyster is to be administered internally ; and ghee prepared 
with medicines which correct, or diminish the diseased air. 

In the two last kinds of wounds, there is a slight discharge of 
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lood ; and in such cases if there is not a loss of blood from the 
part, much inflammation and suppuration will be the consequence. 
In such cases, cold applications are to be used. This is the gene¬ 


ral treatment of all wounds. 

The following is the treatment to be pursued in particular cases: 

When the wound is near the head with a flap of skin, it is to be 
sowed, and a bandage applied to support the part. If the ear is 
separated it is to be restored to its natural position, and by sutures 
and a bandage it is to be kept there. 

When the windpipe is wounded, and the air passes through it, 
sow the wound closely, put some ghee of the goat, and over it a 
circular bandage. The person should be kept on his back, and 
should take only fluid food. If the extremities are severely wound¬ 
ed with fracture of the bone, retain the parts in their natural po¬ 
sition, apply oil, and a roller over them. In wounds of the back 
part of the body, the person is to be supported lying on his back, 
taking care that no pressure is made upon the wound. If on the 
breast, he is to be placed upon his breast in the same way. This 
direction is given in order to avoid the matter collecting within the 


wound. 

When an extremity is separated, immediately pour boiling oil on 
the surface. Then apply a cap-formed bandage, and remedies to 
heal the wound. The following oil is recommended for healing 
wounds :—Take of a decoction of 

Chandana , (Sirium myrtifolium.) 

Podmoka , (Mentha sativa,) 

Ragadhra , (Amarantlius atropurpureus.) 

TJtpala, (Salvinia verticillata.) 

Priungu , (Panieum Italicum.) 

Hurdira , (Curcuma longa.) 

Mudhuka, (Bassia latifolia.) 

Porscea , (Galega purpurea.) 

mix, boil, and strain for use. 

The unfavourable symptoms of wounds, are great fever and heat 
of the body, a collection of blood in the part, cold extremities, red¬ 
ness of the eves, stoppage of the evacuations, delirium, giddiness, 
convulsions, difficulty of breathing, severe pain, with a serous dis¬ 
charge from the wound. The senses become obtuse. 

Severe wounds are sometimes accompanied \vith erysipelas, teta¬ 
nus, madness, hectic fever, cough, vomiting, diarrhoea, hiccough. 


shivering, &c. 

If the eye is divided the sight is lost, but if displaced without 
injuring the nerves, it is to be carefully returned with the assist- 
aucc of a water-lily, and apply ghee as an errhim* 
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Means of improving , and forming new Ears and Noses. 

A particular ceremony is performed for boring the ears of chil¬ 
dren, which it is not necessary to describe. As ornaments are 
hung from the ears, it is of consequence to remove defects from 
them. Sushruta gives directions for performing fifteeen different 
operations. However, the experienced Surgeon will vary the ope¬ 
ration according to the circumstances of the case, and according to 
the nature of the defect. Sometimes these are produced by acci¬ 
dents, or by internal causes. If the helix or antihelix are defective 
the body of the external ear is to be half cut through so as to 
bind it in the natural position. If there is a deficiency in these 
parts, a portion of the skin of the same size and figure is to be 
raised from the cheek, the blood stopped, and a bandage applied 
so as to keep the parts together of the natural figure and shape. 
The patient should not sleep during the day, should not eat much, 
should remain in a cool situation, and avoid fatigue. When the 
part is properly healed, apply oleaginous oiutment, prepared with 
wax, oil, and fat. When the parts are healed up the lobe may be 
pierced according to custom. 

If not properly performed many bad consequences will follow 
these operations, as indurated swellings, ulcers, &c. 

U hen the nose is cut off> or destroyed by diseases . — The former 
is a frequent punishment in the native courts. A fresh leaf is first 
cut of exactly the size of the nose, it is then to be placed upon 
the cheek, and the necessary quantity of skin and cellular mem¬ 
brane is to be dissected. The nose is then to be scarified, and 
after dissecting up the flap it is to be placed upon tbe raw part of 
the nose to which it will adhere. Sutures and bandages are applied 
to keep the parts together. After the bandage has been applied, 
a couple of wooden canulne are to be introduced into the nostril to 
allow breathing, and to support the new nose. A piece of linen 
cloth previously soaked in oil is to be applied over the bandage. 
An aperient is then to be given to the patient, and his general 
health is to be attended to. Should any other deficiency of the 
nose be present it may be supplied in the usual manner. It the 
nose should be deformed it may be reduced in size by the knife. 

Accidents. 

Fractures and dislocations are produced eif her by falls, pressure, 
blows, by sudden and violent extension, and other incidents of 
violence. 

Dislocations either lengthen or shorten the joint, or it is turned 
inwards or outwards, is tender and painf ul, which is much increas¬ 
ed by the least movement. I here are six varieties: 
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1. TJtpista when the dislocated joint is crushed and swelled, 
both above and below, with much pain, which increases at night. 

2. Bislistia or separated. In this variety there is less swelling, 
the pain is continued, and the movements of the joint are totally 
lost. 


3. Bibartita , when the joint is twisted. 

4. Tirjokhepta , when one part of the joint is turned outward 
with severe pain. 

5 . ,0tkhepta , when one of the bones of a joint are dislocated 
while the other remains in its usual place. 

G. « Abakhepta , when a bone is forced downward with much pain. 
There are twelve varieties of Fractures :— 

1. Korkotaku , when the fracture is in the middle of the bone 
with swelling. 

2. Asxvakurna , in which the bone protrudes like the ear of a 
horse. 

3. Churnta , when accompanied with bruises and the bone is 
crushed. 

4. Pichchita , when depressed by a heavyweight without swelling. 
3. Astheechulleta , when a small part of the bone is elevated. 

G. Kandabhagna , when a larger bone is fractured and disabled. 

7. Majumugoda , when the broken part of the bone enters the 
same bone. 

8 . Atipatta , w'heu the Iractured bone is separated. 

9. Bokora , partial fracture. 

10 . Cheena s when only a small part remains undivided. 

11 . Pdtta , when comminuted without pain. 

12 . Sphvtita , when the bone is swelled with small openings. 

A fracture is distinguished from a simple swelling of the part, 
by the crepitating noise when moved, by the looseness and pain 
in the part, and by the great uneasiness. 

Treatment . —Fractures do not unite quickly in those persons 
who eat little, and who are intemperate, or w hen accompanied with 
severe discuses. Such patients should not use salt, astringent and 
acid food, also connexion with women, exposure to the weather, 
fatigue. They should not take dry food, but use rice, animal 
broths, milk, ghee, and such like nourishing food. For these frac¬ 
tures use a decoction made of the bark of the Modufca, Urumbora , 
Ossoka , Polassa, and then apply splints of bamboo. A bandage is 
to be renewed every seventh day in the cold w’cather, in temperate 
leather every fifth day, aud in hot weather every third day, or 
according to the individual circumstances of the case. r l he baud- 
a 8° Bhotild neither be too loose, nor too tight In the first case 
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lie apposite of the broken bones is not sufficient, and in the latter 
case it will produce much pain, swelling and inflammation. Cold 
astringent decoctions of the barks of different trees arc to be ap¬ 
plied; sucli as 


Nagrodha, Citrus aurantium. 

Bata , Millingtonia pinnata. 

Aswatha , Ficus religiosa, &c. 

The part should be kept perfectly at rest, and every care should 
be taken to prevent suppuration. 

Aftei a few days warm oil should be applied to the part prepared 
with different drugs, according as the air, bile, and phlegm are 
affected. 1 ° 


Compound Fractures .—Apply ghee and honey to the wound, 
with astringent decoctions; and then follow the same plan of treat- 
ment as recommended for simple fractures. 

Fractures are easily united in youth, and they require usually 
one month for the cure ; in middle age two months; aud in old 
age three months. In order to reduce a fracture, the bone that 
overlaps another is to be drawn down. 

The following fractures are always dangerous :— 

When one or more bones of the head are fractured, when the 
fracture is comminuted; when the thigh bone or pelvis are frac¬ 
tured ; when the fracture extends to joints, when the fracture is 
produced from a fall from a great height. Fractures are also dan¬ 
gerous when the person is very weak, or very old, has old ulcers, 
leprosy, and when bad symptoms of deranged bayu are present. 

In the Treatment of Dislocations. 

First apply fomentations and warm oleaginous applications with 
frictions so as to soften and relax the parts. The surgeon will 
then reduce the dislocation by forcing the hone out of its new posi¬ 
tion, and by pressing and binding the joint in the opposite direction 
from that in which it has been displaced, so as to allow the bone to 
slip into its nntural position. 

When the hip or knee-joint are dislocated, the extension must 
30 mace wilu 'bid ot pully colled chakra . The patient should 
then be placed m a bed and the part kept at rest. When of long 
standing, fomentations and oily f r i ctioils , re to be diligently ap¬ 
plied before the reduction is to be made. 

A dislocated rib is to be reduced by pressing with the thumb 
and second linger, after the soft parts have been well relaxed by 
being rubbed with ghee. A proper spliut aud bandage, is then to 
be applied. 

The dislocated humerus is to be reduced by pulling the bone 
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'bngly downwards, or along the side after a pillow or ball has 
136611 put in the axilla; when the bone will slip into its place. The 
joint is then to be surrounded with a bandage which passes round 
the axilla and the neck in the form of 8. This bandage is called 
Swasti'M. 

The dislocated elboic-joint is to be reduced by the extension and 
flection of the fore-arms, while pressure is made by the thumb and 
fingers upon the displaced head of the bone. 

The same means are to be employed in order to reduce the dis¬ 
locations of the wrist and ancle joints. 

When the bones of the neck are dislocated, it is to be reduced 
by a person placing his thumbs under the angles of the jaw-bone, 
and fingers upon the side of the neck and drawing the head slowly 
upwards, while another person retains the body at rest. When 
the dislocation is reduced, the person is to be kept in an erect posi¬ 
tion for a week. 

The dislocation of the lower jaw is to be reduced by drawing it 
downwards, when the bone will slip into its place ; the part is then 
to be rubbed with warm ghee, and a four tallied bandage is to be 
applied over the chin, so that two of the bauds are tied behind, 
and two on the top of the head. 

When the bones of the nose are depressed, they are to be raised 
into their natural position by means of an instrument called Shdldkd : 


a hollow wooden tube is kept in the nostrils, so as to retain the 
bones in their natural position. Ghee is then to be rubbed ester- 
nally over the part. 

After a dislocated bone has been reduced, a plaster is to be ap¬ 
plied to the part; consisting of munjista, liquorice, red sandal 
wood, and rice, and are to be all pounded and mixed together. The 
plaster is then to be formed by mixing the powder with ghee which 
has been washed a hundred times in water. This plaster is to be 
continually applied over the dislocated joint, for a considerable time 
after it has been reduced. Should there be much pain in the part, a 
cold infusion of magrodude, pucha, mulie in milk, and chakra oil 
are to be applied. 

Every morning during the treatment some prepared ghee mixed 
with such medicines as will improve the health, and keep the 
bowels relaxed, is to be taken. 

In sprains and bruises nothing is to be done, except the applica¬ 
tions of cold lotions and plasters. In some cases circular band¬ 
ages wetted with ghee by itself, or mixed with a decoction of ca&ha 
(■ kind of grass), is to be applied over the part. 

The treatment is said to be proper when no deformity is left in 
l * lf part, and it 1ms its natural action, 
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PRACTICE OE PHYSIC. 

This Extensive subject will be Considered under some 
General Remarks on Disease ; and the Description 
and Treatment of particular Diseases. 


CHAPTER I. 

General Remarks on Disease. 

In this chapter I shall consider the nature, classification, causes, 
and description of disease, with a few remarks on 1 athology as 
explained in the shasters. 

Nature of Disease. 

Disease is distinguished in the shasters by the causes, peculiar 
signs, and effects of certain substances in diminishing or increasing 
particular sets of symptoms, and lastly by Pathology or more pro¬ 
perly morbid anatomy. 

The nature of disease was explained by the Hindus on the same 
principles as their physiology. Nature, which exhibited the highest- 
degree of order in her operations, is liable to occasional irregularities ; 
from the impurities, and the imperfect manner in which the elements, 
and qualities, arc mixed together. In like manner the harmony ol 
the humours of the body arc liable to derangement. At one time 
the disease is owing to an increase of one of the principal humours, 
at another to its diminution, with regard to the other humours. 
They thus explained the occurrence, and varieties of disease :—The 
soul (Jivita) of the body, like the great soul of the world, tended to 
retard these derangements, or restore such irregularities. "When 
disorder has been introduced ; the soul, (\iv medieatrix natur e) 
tends to reduce the humours that arc increased, and to augment 
those which arc diminished. In like manner certain medicines have 
peculiar effects in producing these changes, and thus assist the soul 
in her salutary influences. 
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^ 5 ^riong as the humours remain in due proportion, the individual 
remains in health, as perfect harmony reigns in the universe while 
the elements retain tlicir just proportions ; but, as soon as the har¬ 
mony is lost, by the assimilation "'being imperfectly performed, 
derangements of the system are the consequence, and the body 
becomes the prey to disease. Hence, these irregularities in the 
quantity and quality of the humours, are the proximate cause of 
diseases. This is rendered more frequent by the body continually 
undergoing changes by the waste that is going on ; which is made 
up by the supply of aliment. 

Disease is therefore the pain ( duJikhd ) of the soul, caused by the 
derangement of the humours. 
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Classification of Diseases. 

The ancient Hindu Medical writers arranged diseases according 
to their prominent symptoms, and not according to the peculiarity 
of the symptoms and their combinations, which were influenced by 
the structure and uses of the part. Thus they gave the name of 
shut, to diseases accompanied with much pain ; when accompanied 
with local swelling it is considered as guhna, while more general 
swellings were considered under the head of uclava. They thus lost 
an important principle in the grouping, and inculcated dangerous 
principles in the treatment of diseases : for some diseases will 
assume the peculiarities of the three diseases. Others pass from 
the one to the other, while the nature of each of the diseases, and 
the tissue afft cted, are quite different; and require to be treated by 
methods quite opposite to each other. 

In the Ayur Veda medicine is divided into eight chapters, which 
rcqiure, it is added, to be carefully studied before a person can be 
successful as a practitioner. But so extensive is the range of the 
subject , that one person cannot successfully exercise all, and he 
requires to confine his attention to one department. The classifica¬ 
tion in Ayur Veda is as follows :— 

1st. Injuries, and phlegmoid tumours. 

2nd. Diseases of the senses, and head. 

3rd. Diseases of the whole body, as fever, leprosy, &c. 

4th. Derangement of the faculties, from demoniacal possessions. 

5th. Diseases of infanta, and of nurses. 

6 th. Antidotes. 

7th. ? Aicliemistry ; and 

Bth, The means of increasing the human race. A modification 

this division is usually followed in the Hindu medical works. 
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iscases arc likewise divided into three kinds, one of which is 
curable, another is cured with difficulty, being of a chronic nature, 
and the third class is incurable. Each of these diseases is again 
divided into primitive, and consecutive ; external, or internal; local, 
or general. These again are divided into three varieties :—The first 
is, when one disease has occurred and another follows, which is increas¬ 
ed by the first, the medicine for which must cure both diseases, but 
particularly the chief. A second variety is when a disease has been 
present without any other; and a third is when the precursory 
symptoms are only present. In such cases medicines are to be given, 
so as to remove the diseased cause. 

Another classification is founded on the origin of diseases, into 
hereditary, and acquired. These, however, are not divided into 
sporadic, epidemic, and endemic classes; although this is so natural 
a division. The contagious, and non-contagious nature of diseases, 
and their being communicated from one person to another by medi¬ 
ate, and immediate contact, was well known to the Hindu physi¬ 
cians. 

In Charaka, and other works of great authority, diseases are consi¬ 
dered under four classes :—The first is called Agantuka , or accidental 
diseases, and are produced by external causes, such as accidents and 
poisons. There are two varieties of these diseases, the first being 
corporeal, and the second mental. Medicine will cure the one, and 
management the other. 

2 d. Nija ( Saurlra ), bodily diseases, form the three other classes. 
They are caused by eating and drinking improper articles of food ; 
which derange air, bile, and phlegm ; or blood locally, or generally. 
Both Agantuka and Nija, may affect the mind as well as the body. 

3<L M/masa (mental diseases), produced by derangements of the 
mind ; caused l>y passion, grief, joy, anger, malice, envy, pride, lust, 
covetousness, delusion, low spirits, &e. 

4th. Swi'th/Mika (natural diseases), which act on both mind and 
body in the same manner ; as appetite, thirst, decrepitude, sleep, 
death, &e. , 

These tour classes of diseases thus act eventually on (lie soul, as 
well as the body ; and may be cured by evacuating superfluous 
humours, and increasing (hose that arc deficient, by diet, and manage¬ 
ment ( Sushruta ). 

Diseases have likewise been divided into two classes:— 

I. Shastrasddhya , or those cured by manual treatment. 

II. SneMdi Krij/dsddhya, or those cured by medicine (Sndtruta), 

The most usual classification of disease is iuto the following seven 

classes :— 


^Ht. Adtbala prabritla or hereditary diseases. This is explained 
by the mother’s blood, and seminal secretions of the father being 
affected with certain diseases, which are conveyed to their children ; 
these diseases are hemorrhoides, phthisis, dyspepsia, epilepsy, lepro¬ 
sy, and elephantiases. (Menu, p. 60. chap. 3. s. 7.) 

By care and attention these hereditary taints may be retarded in 
their appearance, and even prevented from developing themselves. 
In other cases such taints produce other diseases. 

2d. Janmabalprabritta (disease of the embryo). When the 
mother does not take care of her food, exercise, &c., this class of 
disease is produced. From these causes the infant may be born 
blind, deaf, dumb, dwarfish in size, Szc. 

3d. Boshabalprabritta (diseases of the humours) caused by in¬ 
temperance. Some are produced from the stomach, some from the 
intestines, some affect the whole body, others only the mind. 

4th. SanghAtabalprabritta , or accidental, as when caused by 
wounds, poison, &c. 

5th. Kalahalprabrittn , diseases caused by cold, heat, rain, 
storms, &c. 

6 th. Daifiabalprabritta . When improper actions are perform¬ 
ed, a class of disease of the most loathsome appearance, and incurable 
nature are supposed to be produced; such as by the abuse of the 
Deities, or Brahmans, the contempt of spiritual preceptors, and other 
heinous offences. Such can only be cured by a course of severe and 
long continued penance, by mysterious performances, and liberality 
to the sacred Brahmans. In the present day these causes sometimes 
are so aggravated, that the sacrifice of the person’s lift- is not sufficient 
for iis purification, as is leprosy. Among the ignorant the only 
means of preventing this is supposed to lie by sacrificing them¬ 
selves in the sacred Ganges, and it not uufrequently happens that, 
instigated by friends, these miserable and deluded persons drown 
themselves in the sacred stream, as an expiation for their supposed 
sins. 

Another division of this class of disease is produced by contact, by 
breathing the same air, eating together, sitting upon the same seat, 
wearing the same clothes, or ornaments, of a person labouring under 
the disease. In this manner Leprosy may be propagated. 

7th. SwabhababalaprabrUta , or natural diseases, give pain to 
the soul; such ns thirst, appetite, age, bleep, and death. This class 
is again divided into the timely and untimely. 

When the principal humours ( dkeitu ) arc deranged, the disease is 
Co’l by the name of the humour affected ; such as rasojo (chyle 
diseases), among which are dyspepsia, pain of the body, &c. * 
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or diseases of the blood, such as leprosy, erysipelas, &c. 
mdngsaja, or diseases of the flesh, such as fleshy tumours. See. 
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Causes of Disease. 

Char aka, as we have seen, divides disease into three classes, men¬ 
tal, bodily, and accidental; which lie supposed were situated in the 
semen, chyle, or blood. The general causes of diseases are also 
three, proceeding from matter or objects of sense ( ortoh ), such as 
vision, smell, sound, taste, and touch ; the second from improper 
exercise, and the third from tbc seasons. Thus diseases are 
caused by improper exposure to too much, or too little light; to 
too severe, or too little exercise; to a season of too great heat, 
or too much or too little rain, cold, See. These are the three general 
causes of disease. They act in this manner; when a person is too 
much exposed to light, as by looking at the sun, blindness will be 
the result. Dyspepsia will be produced by being exposed to bad 
odours. As an example of improper exercise, that of carrying heavy 
weights produces Hemoptysis ; and by irregularities of the seasons, 
Cholera, Fever, Dysentery, &c., are produced. 

There are also three sorts of medicines : one sort that cleans the 
body when taken internally, as emetics, purgatives, &c., another 
sort purifies the external body when applied externally, as oil, dia¬ 
phoretics, bathing; and the third kind is the use of knives, or in¬ 
struments ; fire, and escharotics. 

Charaka states also laat there are three objects of enquiry in this 
world, the first and chief enquiry being the means of preserving life; 
the second, the means of acquiring wealth ; fcn 1 lastly the means of 
obtaining beatitude in the next world. 

There arc three means of preserving life, proper food, sleep, and 
proper government of the senses and passions. The means of ac¬ 
quiring wealth are such as are not at variance with virtue and reli¬ 
gion, such as mercantile transactions, the service of government, and 
husbandry. We should not envy the wealth of others, hut strive to 
follow their example. The acquisit ion of happiness fur another world 
will he obtained by study, by a virtuous marriage, by performing 
the sacrifices pointed out in the sli&sters, governing the passions, 
avoiding envy, evil thoughts, by speaking the truth, by hospitality 
to strangers, by the society of the learned ami the good, and by 
prayers to God. 

The particular causes oi disease are those whn h affect the air, bile, 
phlegm, and blood. 

Another form of disease is produced h\ sin, which ii to be sus¬ 
pected, when a disease is not cured b\ the m«-ans pointed out by the 
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V%^v^^asters. These diseases are called karmaja, and are to be cured 
by good actions, by prayers, by certain forms of penance. See. “ If 
the disease is incurable, let the patient advance in a straight path, 
towards the invisible north-eastern point, feeding on water and air, 
till his mortal frame totally decay, and his soul become united with 
the Supreme Being.” (Menu. p. 175, eh. vi. s. 31.) 

The exciting causes of the diseases of air, are fighting with 
. strong men, too much exercise, venery, much study, especially at 
night, severe cold and rainy seasons. Sec. The exciting causes of 
the diseases of bile, are anger, grief, fear, fasting, indigestible food, 
acid, and pungent food. See. The exciting causes of phlegm diseases 
are sleeping -in the day time, want of exercise, sweet and salt food, 
drinking too much fluids, eating too much, &c. The causes of the 
disease of the blood are the same as those producing bilious diseases, 
also sleeping during the day, exposure to heat, too much exercise, 
indigestible food, improper mixtures of food, &c. 

Another cause of disease is when they proceed from other dis¬ 
eases. In tliis case the original disease disappears leaving the new 
one to follow its usual course. The original disease in other cases 
remains, and may produce a second disease. Thus from enlarged 
spleen, fever and dropsy are produced; from piles, dyspepsia, and 
yulma . 


Description of diseases. 

T:ie descriptions of disease in the Ilind.i writers are generally 
distinct and satisfactory, though often at variance with some of our 
theoretical notions ; sometimes, however, from the imperfect list of 
symptoms given, it is difficult to distinguish the disease intended to 
be described, especially as it sometimes appears that the Physicians 
mistook an accidental combination of a few symptoms, for a dis¬ 
tinct disease; and in other cases, placed under varieties, distinct 
diseases. 

The description of a disease is usually commenced with an enu¬ 
meration of the suppose d causes, situation, and humours deranged, 
as indicated by the symptoms, and the varieties produced by the 
humours affected. 

Before considering the description of particular diseases, it will be 
necessary to consider the indications of* the morbid changes of the 
humours, which enter into all the diseases. By these indications, 
the physician is able to know the iuereasc or diminution of any of 
the humours, which will regulate the particular treatment which 
be hi to follow. 

The seven essential parts of the body (dhatu) produce various 
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leases by a preternatural increase, or diminution of their quan¬ 
tity 
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1st. When chyle (rasa) is increased, it produces want of appe¬ 
tite, heaviness of the body, as if too much had been eaten, weakness 
of digestion, large secretion of saliva and phlegm, languor and 
lassitude, stretching, giddiness, nausia, vomiting, and fever. When 
ch\le is diminished the person is subject to diseases of the breast, 
liis skin is pale, his body becomes light, weak, the eyes become 
diseased, &e. In such cases the chyle is thin ; the person has a 
depraved taste,' is restless, and grey hairs appear early in life. 

2d. When the blood is increased the body feels heavy; the 
body and the eyes have a red colour, with a burning sensation, 
eruptions appear over the body ? and the person feels giddy, has no 
appetite, and his urine is red. He is subject to piles, bioody dis¬ 
charges, and baldness. Females in such cases are subject to 
meuorrhagia. Such a state predisposes the person to attacks of 
inflammation of different viscera, and, the formation of large 
abscesses ; to leprosy, rheumatism, erysipelas (bisarpa), &c. When 
the blood is diminished preternaturally, the skin appears dry ; the 
person feels a desire for sour things, and the vessels appear empty. 

3d. When the flesh is morbidly increased, the body feels heavy, 
the muscular parts increase in size, the abdomen enlarges, and the 
person is subject to coughs, asthma, See. When diminished; the 
loins, checks, lips, penis, thighs, breast, axillas, hips, abdomen and 
neck, become thin, the whole body dries up, with pains; and the 
large vessels diminish in size. 

4th. When the fat is increased, the surface of the body lias a 
shining appearance, it produces languor and fatigue after slight 
exertion, thirst, perspiration of a disagreeable smell, bronchoccle, 
diseases of the lips, gonorrhoea, cough and asthma, and an increase 
in the size of the belly, buttocks, neck, and breast. 

When diminished the part becomes flabby, and the joints lax, 
the body dries up, and soft food is desired. 

As a disease fatness is produced by smearing the body with oil, 
by eating frequently, by want of exercise, by sleeping during t lie da v ; 
by sweet, or oily mine; and by increased phlegm. Such a State 
produces difliculty of breathing, thirst, appetite, a deriiv to skx*p, 
perspiration, and a bad smell of the body, which becomes unwieldy. 
The person cannot speak distinctly, nor work ; there isadimiuished 
desire for women, as the vessels are filled, and toe circulation is 
imperfectly performed. The other es.sentini parts which m< pro 
duced from the fat are imperfectly formed, and the strength is 
diminished. 
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cli a person is liable to attacks of diabetes and gonorrhoea, 
eruptions, terminating in large abscesses, fist ula-in-ano, &c. In such 
a person, disease is always more dangerous according as the accu¬ 
mulated fat fills the vessels. 

The causes of thinness , are what increases the air of the body, 
such as much work, frequent connexion with women, study, fear, 
grief, sorrow, want of sleep, thirst, and not eating and drinking 
enough to satisfy the appetite. This state of the body is likewise 
produced by whatever diminishes the essential parts of the body, 
and dries up the chyle. 

This state of the body produces appetite and thirst, and the per¬ 
son is easily affected with cold, heat, wind, and rain. Such a person 
is weak, breathes with difficulty, is subject to diseases of air, to 
attacks of spleen, and dyspepsia, from the diminution of internal 
heat. In this state of the body, every disease is aggravated, and 
the causes increasing this state should be avoided. Various vege¬ 
table infusions, with nourishing and sweet food, are used to increase 
the size of the body. In like manner milk, curdled milk, ghee, 
flesh, sleeping during the day, a happy disposition, and certain 
laxatives have the same effect. 

Both great fatness and leanness should he avoided; and the 
middle state should be considered the most favourable state of the 
body. 

5th. When Bone is increased in the system, it produces additions 
on old hones, and the teeth become large. When it diminishes the 
body dries up, the patient complains of pain in the bones, and the 
teeth and nails become irregular. 

(ith. AVhen the marrow is increased, the body and eyes feel 
heavy, the person has an increase of semen, and by drying it 
causes a difficulty in passing the urine, which is increased with pain 
and swelling of the bladder. When the marrow is diminished the 
semen diminishes, and there i* pain in the bones, which feel empty. 

7th. When the semen is increased, there 13 an increased dis¬ 
charge, and calculi form. Its diminution is accompanied with pain 
in the penis and testicles, and the person lias no inclination for 


women. 

The state of the excretions produce morbid symptoms, and dis¬ 
eases :— 

1st. When the freces are increased there is a noise in the belly 
with pain ; and when diminished there is pain in the breast and 
>» !•', and the air makes a noise in the upper part of the abdomen. 

~nd. When urine is increased it produces pain in the bladder, 
io a frequent desire to perform mictirition, and the evacuation 
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copious. When diminished there is pain in the bladder, and the 
urine is scanty. W hatever increases the dejections, removes these 
symptoms. 

3rd. When the perspiration is increased, it has a bad smell, 
and a small eruption appears over the body, which is itchy. When, 
it is diminished the roots of the hair become rough, the shin dries, 
and the touch is defective, and depraved. Rubbing the skin with 


oil, and substances which increase perspiration will remove these 
symptoms. 

4th. Menses. When morbidly increased, this discharge has a bad 
smell, and is accompanied with pain, fulness of the breasts, and a 
copious discharge, with weakness. When diminished, the discharge 
is scanty, and does not take place at the usual period, and there is 
pain in the uterus. Those medicines which have the qualities of the 
sun are to be used, to remedy such deficiencies. 

5th. W r hcn the Milk is increased in { antity, the mammne are 
large, with pain, and there is a frequent discharge of milk. When 
preternaturallv diminished, the mainmce are small, with little milk. 
Such medicines should be used as increase the phlegm. 


Diseases of Life (data and oja, the place or organ of bala) is 
of an oily appearance like ghee, of a white colour, and cool, while 
it remains in its own organ ( oja ), and is different from the essen¬ 
tial parts of the body, which retain and support life. Life is situat¬ 
ed in the breast of the male, and in the abdomen of the female. 
This is supposed to explain their want of strength and activity, with 
the softness of the body, their happy disposition, their quickness and 
vanity, aud the fairness of their bodies. Life is the last formed of 
the humours, and is the chief; for as long as it remains, the muscles 
contiuue to perform their offices, and the person’s voice, and the 
colour of his body continues good, and the ten senses continue in a 
healthy state. When diminished* the body dries, and without it the 
person dies. Life may be diminished by injuries, by a diminution 
of the seven datu, by anger, grief, fatigue, low spirits, and fasting. 
Sometimes life is iucreased, and at other times it is prostrated. 
When life changes its usual situation it produces a relaxation <<i the 
joints; the person cannot move or work, and air, bile, nud phlegm, 
are diminished. In these diseased states of the body it cannot 


move, it is heavy, swelled, an.I the person is languid, depressed, and 
sleepy. The colour of the body ebauges, syneopy occurs, the flesh 
diminishes, the person feels weak, followed by death. 

In these cases of diseased life, such articles are to be used, as 
strengthen and retaiu it in health. Thus bitter, cold, dry, and 
constipating articles of food are to be a\oided; as also frequent 
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ion with women, &c. In such cases the body is to be rubbed ^ 
i ghee, oil, and turmerick, with bathing, &c. The food should 
consist of very light articles. 

From the above remarks it appears that a state of health is that 
in which the air, bile, and phlegm is in just proportion, in which 
the abdominal fire is sufficient, the seven essential parts, and the 
dejections are natural, the semen and mind correct, and the life 
(soul) happy. It is this equilibrium of all these parts that consti¬ 
tutes health ; but it is impossible to distinguish the proper proportion 
of each of these parts, as they vary in different individuals. It is 
therefore by the effects of such derangements that we judge of their 
presence. When the senses are not in a perfect state, we know that 
the equilibrium of the parts is destroyed. They also act on each 
other. Thus when the air, bile, and phlegm are diminished, they 
derange the essential parts of the body, as heat diminishes the 


water in a vessel put over it. 

These theoretical opinions led the Hindu Physicians, in their 
description of diseases, to follow the natural order, and to confound 
the accidental, with the pathognomonic symptoms. Hence they 
arranged diseases in unnatural groups, from a fancied connection 
between them. Thus fever was considered as a type of a group of 
diseases, in which dysentery, diarrhoea, indigestion, &c., were 
arranged, as these diseases are accompanied, in some cases, with 
fever. 


Section II. 

Diagnosis. 

The nail* of Vishnu , like a sun, enlightened Rishis, who prepar¬ 
ed the shasters. By a knowledge of these, the nature of disease is 
distinguished by examination, assisted by analogy, thought, and a 
knowledge of the shasters. By these means the physician first finds 
out the nature of the disease his patient is labouring under, the 
medicines ordered by the sliasters, and the regimen to be followed. 

The nature of the disease is to be ascertained :— 

1st. By tlie appearance, as the countenance, tongue, &c. 

2nd. By the feeling, as the pulse, temperature of the body, &c. 

3rd. By questions, embracing the country, temperament, and 
history of the disease. 

Other authors state that the disease is known by means of the 
five Reuses, and asking questions. Thus: 

• That is, so gr^ut is Vishnu, that the most insignificant part of him 
fthiuls lustre upon the most learned of mankind. 








1st. By hearing lie will distinguish tlie state of the lungs, by the 
peculiar noise of the breathing. 

2nd. By the touch he will mark the state of the body, as to cold 
and licat; and the state of the skin as to the hardness and softness, 
roughness and smoothness. 

3rd. By the sight, the physician will know the largeness and 
smallness of the body, with its colour, &c. 

4tli. By taste , as in distinguishing diabetic urine, &c. 

5th. By the smell , as of the different discharges from the body. 

Lastly . By questions, the physician will find out the country, 
and temperament of the sick person, his sex, manner of life, and 
the history of the disease. The pain felt by the patient, the degree 
of his strength, and appetite, and the state of his evacuations. 

These observations are all most necessary in order to arrive at a 
true diagnosis ; and without knowing the disease, the physician will 
be unable to employ the proper means for its cure. 

Pulse . Nothing is said in Charaka and Susruta regarding the 
pulse; its condition appeared to be considered of little importance, 
and the remarks on the subject are given under the head of the des¬ 
cription of each disease. It is to more modern books that I am 
obliged to have recourse for the following description, which is so 
curious that I am induced to add it here. It is principally derived 
from the “ Nari-parikhya*." 

Modem Hindu Practitioners rely very much on the state of the 
pulse, in the treatment of disease. In the morning it is cool and 
slow, in the middle of the day it becomes hot and quick, in the 
evening its motion becomes rapid and quick, and at night it again 
becomes cool and slow. 

When the person has the temperament of air it feels zigzag; in 
bile it is frequent; and in the temperament of phlegm it is slow and 
full. Hindu Physicians suppose that the pulse possesses a peculiar 
character in every disease. This idea is strengthened by their sa¬ 
cred writings. “ The Theory of the pulse is so obscure and myste¬ 
rious, that in heaven even physicians do not know it thoroughly. 
When it is to be consulted the patient ought to abstain from food, 
from occupation, from the bath, and the use of oil; to avoid cold and 
heat, and to remain at ease and awake, for some time before the phy¬ 
sician arrives. It is only then that the pulse ciu I be properly Q 
suited.” 

The pulse is considered from its incessant movements, as a proof 
that there is a soul, or life, in the body. It may be felt at eight 
different parts of the body ; at the two wrists, at the two feet, at the 
* Bv an anonymous author stated to be written by Siba. 
z 2 
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v above the collar bone, and on the two alii of the nose. The 

"Seat of the pulse of the foot is near the inside of the heel, where it 
should he felt by two fingers ; in the two hands at the wrist, where 
it should be examined by three fingers. The pulse should be exa¬ 
mined several times, by slightly raising the arm, and extending the 
fingers, and the right hand of the physician should feel the pulse, 
while the left should support the elbow joint of the patient. In the 
neck, above the collar bone and the nose, the pulse should be ex¬ 
amined with two fingers. These are the seats of the principal 
pulse, and by them it is known whether there is life or not, in the 
body. The Physician will also know, by feeling these pulses, that 
the person is sick or healthy, and whether he will live or die. 

"When the physician and sick person have risen hi the morning 
and performed ablutions, and their other prescribed duties, and are 
seated on a clean mat, and in an agreeable situation, the state of the 
pulse is then to be examined. A person who is not acquainted with 
the different pulses will not he able to appreciate them, and such a 
person ought not to be respected. 

The pulse of the women should be felt at the left side of their 
necks, left hand, and nose ; and of men on the right side of these 
parts. These pulses are over the whole body, and should be con- 
sidered as the healthy, or sick pulses. The wrist is the best place 
to examine them. The pulse of the following persons, like a river in 
a storm, cannot be properly examined until they rest two hours. 1st 
Soon after washing or bathing. 2nd. At the usual time of dinner! 
or just after eating. 3rd. A hungry person. 4th. One who is 
thirsty. 5th. When heated by walking in the rays of the sun. 
Gth. After severe exercise, as fighting. 7tli. After riding. 8th! 
After anointing the body with oil, or when sleepy. 9th. A pregnant 
woman, or soon after child-birth. 10th. One who bears a heavy 
load ; and 11th. After sleeping during the day. 

In each disease there are peculiarities of the pulse. Jn fever the 
pulse becomes very frequent and hot, but when air predominates 
the pulse vibrates. Wheu Bile predominates the pulse is veiy rapid, 
and .jumping like a frog, and when Phlegm predominates in fever it 
becomes very full aud slow. When two or three of the humours 
predominate, the pulse has the peculiarities of the combination. 

In Dysentery and Diarrhoea the pulse becomes cold and weak, in 
chronic diarrhoea it becomes full, and sometimes rapid and slow. 

In Piles the pulse becomes depressed in the middle, quick, and 
zigzag. 

In T)ispepsia it is full. 

In Cholera it is deep, and very weak. 
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^An Worms it is frequent, rapid, and weak. 

In Jaundice it is frequent, sometimes full, and sometimes slow. 

In Hemorrhage the pulse is sometimes quick, and sometimes 
slow, and hard. 

In Phthesis Pulmonalis it is slow, and very weak. 

In Cough it is irregular and frequent. 

In Asthma it is very hard and quick. 

In Hiccough it is very quick. 

In T omiting it is slow and irregular. 

In Syncopy it is full. 

In Delirium Tremens (jnhuUyaya) it is very hard and full. 

Urine- The remarks on the urine in the ancient shasters are 
made under each disease. It is recommended to be examined in the 
morning, and received into a clean vessel. When changed by the 
increased quantity of air its colour will be gray, and will cause a 
slight smarting when voided. If changed by an excess of bile its 
colour will be red, and it will produce pain at the glans penis, at the 
time of being discharged. When phlegm predominates the urine 
will be white, thick, and frothy. In such cases the sick person will 
be of a weak, and melancholy habit of body. When two or three 
of the humours are diseased, it will take the colour of the peculiav 
mixture. 

Tongue, When the increase of air occurs, the tongue turns to 
a yellow colour, becomes uneven, rough, aud the papillae prominent, 
like a cow’s tongue. When an increase of bile takes place, the 
tongue becomes of a red, or brown colour, and becomes rough ; and 
when the increase of phlegm occurs, then the tongue becomes of a 
white colour, with a thick coating, and moist. When the three are 
deranged the sick person’s tongue becomes black-coloured, and some¬ 
times very rough. When two are deranged two, or when three, the 
symptoms of three states are observed. When dying the tongue is 
straight, and becomes dry, pale, and shining. In such a severe 
disease very few grains of life remain. 
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Section lit. 

Prognostics . 

As a flower prognosticates the future fruit, smoke the severity of 
fire, and the clouds the near approach, nud the severity 0 f the com- 
ing shower, so certain symptoms prognosticate the favourable, or 
fatal result of a disease. These signs, however, are often but slightly 
apparent to the general eye, .and can only bo detected by the eye of 



experienced physician. In other cases the death of the patient 
having fatal symptoms may be everted by the intercessions of holy 
Brahmans, or by the use of medicines which produce longivity. An 
accomplished physician should study prognostics, and make allowance 
for the cure of certain cases. lie may otherwise boast that he will 
cure complicated, or incurable cases ; by which he will lose his credit. 

The prognostics of disease are either favourable, or fatal. These 
depend on various circumstances in each particular case ; which arc 
obtained from the messenger sent, and collateral circumstances, and 
lastly from the symptoms of each disease. A few remarks on each 
of these will next be given. 

1st. The appearance of the messenger, his dress, and his man¬ 
ner of speaking will influence the prognosis. In like manner his 
actions, the time of the day he reaches the physician, and other cir¬ 
cumstances should influence the physician’s prognosis. On calling 
the physicians, the following signs, or omens, are considered un¬ 
favourable. When there are many men or women collected, or 
following each other, to call the physician. When the messenger 
sees a man arrive riding on an ass, camel, or in a carriage (< xka ) ; or 
if he has a stick, or string, or a sharp instrument, ripe fruit, &c., in 
his hand. When he is dressed in red, or black, or in wet clothes. 
When the messenger is very sorry, and expresses his fear. When 
the messenger is defective in a member, is deformed, or has a dis¬ 
gusting appearance. When the person sent speaks in unfavourable 
language of the sick person, when he is anointed with oil, &c. When 
the person, who calls the physician, has a shoe or skin in his hand, 
or is scratching his feet or other parts of his body with his nails, or 
is crying: All these occurrences arc unfavourably, as to the event of 
the disease. 

It is also considered bad when the physician is called at noon¬ 
day, at midnight, early in the morning and evening, when he has 
his face turned to the south, or when he is eating or naked ; anoint¬ 
ing himself, is asleep, or is in an unclean place. Also when doing 
any thing with fire, is fatigued, is performing the funeral services of 
his relations, &c. 

The kind of disease varies its prognostic ; when the patient is af¬ 
fected with a bilious disease, or when he has arrived in a very hot 
state, and finds the physician near the fire, it is unfavourable. It 
will he favourable when the person is affected with phlegm, or 
cold diseases. When the messenger is dressed in white clothes, 
i s a handsome and fair person, is of the same caste as the patient, 
wines in a carriage with a cow, and is not impatient, arc favonra- 
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len tlie messenger finds the physician sitting in a clean place, 
with his face towards the east, and the messenger has in his hands 
a water-pot full of water with an umbrella, they are favourable signs. 

Should the physician on passing to the patient see a woman with 
her son, or a cow with her calf; or a virgin well dressed and adorn¬ 
ed with jewels, or sees fish, or unripe fruit, butter-milk or flowers ; 
or meets a Rfija, sees a strong fire, or a horse running, or a goose 
walking, or sees and hears peacocks, these prognosticate a favourable 
result to the patient’s disease. 

If the physician sitting by the side of his patient, the patient 
rubs one hand against another, scratches his back, answers ques¬ 
tions with his face upwards, draws the bed-clothes, or shakes his 
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hand, or constantly moves his head or puts the physician’s hand to 
his breast or head. 0 These are unfavourable signs. 

The prognostics will depend upon the complication and kind of 
disease which affects the patient, and the peculiar violence of parti¬ 
cular symptoms. 

The severity and nature of the disease will depend on the nature 
of the essential parts of the body affected. While the skin, flesh, 
and blood are affected, the phlegm aud air are the humours diseas¬ 
ed. When the three humours are not affected, and marrow alone 
vitiated, the disease admits of relief, if not of cure. When the fat, 
marrov r , or bone is affected, and two or three of the humours are 
vitiated, one of them being the bile, the disease is incurable. This 
forms the complicated form of disease, which is always more difficult 
to cure than when a single humour, or the presence of a sing to dis¬ 
ease exists. The eight most severe forms of disease arc, nervous 
disease, as tetanus, paralysis, See., gonorrhoea (prameha), leprosy 
(kushtha), piles (arskah), fistida-in-ano (bhagandara), stone (a.xhmct- 
rl), unnatural presentations of the foetus, and dropsical swellings 
of the abdomen (ndara). These eight are the most severe diseases, 
and are cured with great difficulty. 

In general the prognosis is to be favourable when the patient’s 
voice remains unaltered, when he awakes from sleep without agita¬ 
tion, w hen eating rather cools than heats the body, and when the sick 
person does not forget his God, but prostrates himself daily in 
prayer with humility and resignation. The unfavourable symptoms 
are the opposite of the above, with indigestion, irregular and ob¬ 
structed excretions, head-ache, redness of the eyes, loss of voice, 
generation of worms in wounds and ulcers ; from w hich bloody, and 
foetid discharges proceed. 

If in any disease the patient is very thin and weak, with difficul¬ 
ty of breathing, thirst, dryness of the body, vomiting and fever, 
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e arc bad symptoms. If fainting, diarrhoea, hiccough, occur 1 
e course of the disease they will not be cured. If swelling of the 
body occurs in the course of nervous disease without feeling in the 
skin, with shaking, swelling of the abdomen, with wind accompani¬ 
ed with pain, or other such symptoms, the disease will destroy the 
person. 

If the white part of the body suddenly becomes black, without 
any previous cause, and the blood changes its colour. When the 
other internal parts do not remain in the usual condition, whether 
that be rest or motion ; if any large organ diminishes in size, or be¬ 
comes large ; what is long becomes short, or short long; if bodies 
that should be discharged remain, and if those that should remain 
are discharged; or if the members naturally hot become cold, 
shining become dull, moist become dry, they are dangerous signs. 
When members cannot move, or have an unnatural smell, or cannot 
perfonn their office, or are removed from their natural position, if 
they open, or are discharged outwardly, or inwardly, are heavy, or 
light, the person will soon die. 

If in the morning perspiration occurs on the forehead ; or tears 
always fall without any disease of the eyes ; if the dandriff in the 
hair is of the colour of the powder of the cow’s litter : if a pigeon, 
&c. perches on the head of the person; if, without eating, there is 
a great discharge of dejections; or when there are no dejections, 
and the person eats freely, it is deadly. If the chest or mamillee 
swell ; if the trunk swells, and extremities become thin, or the con¬ 
trary ; or half of the body swells ; or half become paralized; if the 
person cannot speak, or it is diminished, or changed, these are signs 
of danger. The same is the case if the nails, teeth, mouth, or 
body, has the smell of putrid flowers ; if the sputa, dejections, or 
semen sink in water; if the , multiplied, or im¬ 

perfectly ; if the body and hair have a shining appearance, as if 
covered with oil ; if the person is very weak, without appetite, or 
with Dysentery with cough, with much appetite and thirst, or if 
TNcak with vomiting, especially if the sputa be mixed with blood, 
and the patient lias no appetite. Should the feet, hands, and lips 
be swelled, with weakness, and want of appetite, while the buttocks, 
hands, feet and shoulders arc diminished in size, and the person is 
weak with fever and cough ; if they vomit their breakfast in the 
evening, ave dejected , have guawitig pain, fever and cough, if the 
person falls, producing a sound like that of a goat, has no strength 
<■"' feeling in the testicles; and if the head falls on the shoulder, the 
danger is great. If the chest dries first after bathing, and the per- 
h0M ’ 8 always biting his under lip or the tongue ; is pulling his cars 
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_ A j or considers the gods, brahmans, and his master, friend, and 

physician as his enemies, they are fatal signs. If the aspect of the 
planets are unfavourable; if the stars fall, thunder occurs on the 
day of the ascent of the star under which the person was born, it 
is unfavourable. 

If the physician has examined properly the person, and finds the 
disease increasing, and the person feeble, he will not recover. In 
the course of gonorrhoea (prameha), if any considerable morbid dis¬ 
charge from the urethra takes place with fever, and a great flow ot 
urine, it will be fatal. 

The dangerous symptoms of leprosy (Jnishtha) are, when the body 
is covered with sores, from which pus, blood, &c., are discharged ; 
the members drop off, and the eyes are of a red colour, w ith hoarse¬ 
ness of the voice. When such patients are not able to bear the five 
forms of treatment, as purgatives, emetics, diaphoretics, injections, 
and blood-letting, the disease will he fatal. 

If in the course of piles (arsha) the patient has dispepsia, pain 
of the abdomen, with much hemorrhage, dysentery, and swelling of 
the extremities, the disease will he fatal. 

If in the course of fistula-in-ano (bkagandara) air, urine, dejec- 
tions, worms or semen are discharged from the fistula, the patient 


will die of the disease. 

The fatal symptoms of stone in the bladder (osmarica) arc swell¬ 
ing of the umbiliacus, and of the scrotum, with great pain in pass¬ 
ing the urine, which is mixed with gravel. 

The fatal signs of complex labour (muragarbha) are tumours, or 
polipi in the vagina, which prevents the passage of the child; un¬ 
natural contraction of the vagina, &c. 

The fatal symptoms of a dropsical swelling of the abdomen (udorn) 
are as follows :—having no feeling in the sides, loss of appetite, and 
the body swelling, with dysentery. If after purgatives the abdomen 
again swells, the person should be considered as incurable. 

If a person with Fever docs not see, is insensible, sleeps with 
out any movement, is internally hot, with an external feeling of 
cold, he will die. When the hairs become prominent upon the body, 
the eyes red, the breast very painful, and the breathing b> the mouth, 
such a fever will be fatal. If there be hiccough, much thirst, in¬ 
sensibility, eyes fixed, or move involuntary, difficult and noisy 
breathing, with weakness, the fever will be fatal. It the eyes 
become muddy, and the person cannot see; sleeps much, with 
great weakness, and loss of streugtli and flesh, the fiver will be fatal. 

When there is with dysentery , difficulty of breathing, great pain, 
thirst weakness and fever, the person will die, particularly when old. 

’ 2 A 
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tKesis (yakhmci ), witli cough and bloody expectoration, the eyes^~ 
e, no appetite, and difficulty of drawing in the breath, diarrhoea, 
and a copious flow of urine with pain, will be fatal. 

When gulma, or colicky pains, from a collection of wind in the 
abdomen, which feels like a moving ball, and is accompanied with 
difficulty in breathing, thirst, no appetite, and weakness, the disease 
will be fatal. 

Internal abscesses of the abdomen (biclradhi) if accompanied with 
swelling, without any discharge, and if the person vomits, has hic¬ 
cough, thirst, pain, and difficulty in breathing, he will die. 

Jaundice (panda). If the teeth, nails, and eyes are yellow, and 
every thing seems so, in such case the disease will be fatal. 

In hemorrliagea (roktopeto ). When the person vomits blood, has 
his eyes red, and every thing appears so, the disease will be fatal. 

Madness ( unmtida ). If such a patient always either stoops or 
keeps his head raised, is thin, weak, gets no sleep, has no fear, he 
will die. 

Epilepsy (< apasmhra , mrigi). If the fits occur frequently with 
weakness, the eyelids always move about, and the eyes become un¬ 
natural, the disease will be fatal. 

The signs of death are as follows :— 

Sight, When the person imagines he sees red, black, or yellow 
colours before his eyes, when he has lost all shame, strength, me¬ 
mory, and his natural appearance. It is also a fatal sign when the 
eyes become small, sunk, and unequal; and when they are of a red 
colour, and cannot move; under such circumstances a flow of tears 
is also a fatal sign. 

Mouth. When there is a falling of the under, and rising of the 
upper lip ; when they are crooked, and are of a dark blue colour, 
the person will die. When the teeth become reddish or dark 
coloured, or fall out, or are of a grayish colour, the person will 
soon die. 

Tongue. When the tongue is of a black colour, and extraneous 
matter appears upon it, or it cannot be moved, or is dirty and 
swollen, or its papuloe are very prominent, with fetor of the breath, 
the patient will soon die. 

Nose. When it becomes pale, dry, and shining, and is turned to 
one side ; the nostrils extended, dry, and dirty, and the passage of 
the air produces a noise ; or when the point of the nose retracts, and is 
flattened, with weakness and depression, the person will soon die. 

When therefore the eyes, by which we see ; the cars, by which we 
hear ; the tongue, by which we taste •, and the skin, by which the 
*susc of heat, and cold is performed are defective, or differ from the 
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4tate of health, the patient should'be considered in a dangerous 
state. 


Hair. If it falls naturally in a line on each side (as in women), 
and the eyebrows become contracted and repressed, and the patient 
pulls his eyelashes, the person will soon die. If such a person have 
no disease, he will die within six, and if diseased within three days. 

It the person cannot swallow, if he cannot move his head, and 
remains at rest, and is insensible, he will soon clie. Whether strong 
or weak, should he‘ faint on being raised up, the person will die. 

It a person diseased sleeps with his face turned upwards, and he 
is continually stretching, and bending his legs, he will soon die. 

W hen the feet and hands are cold, and the person breathes quick¬ 
ly and irregularly, or retains his mouth open, like a crow in hot 
weather ; such a person is not to be treated by the physician, as he 
will die. If a person always sleeps, or he is always watching and 
cannot speak, the physician is not to give medicine. 

When the tongue is always moving along the upper lip, with con¬ 
tinual hiccough; or if a person speaks incoherently to another per¬ 
son previously dead, he will not live. If blood flows from the pores 
of the hair, and the natural openings of the body, without poison, the 
person will soon die. When the hysterical ball ( astila :) from air, 
occurs in the breast, and prevents the swallowing of food, and the 
pain extends, and there is no appetite, the person will die. If an 
unusual swelling in the feet occur in the course of a disease in a 
man, or in the face of a female, it will destroy the person. 

If in consumption, dysentery, asthma, fever, hiccough, vomit¬ 
ing, and swelling of the external urinary organs occur, the person 
will die. If such a sick person has much burning over the body, 
or much perspiration, hiccough, difficulty in breathing, even a 
strong person will die. If with the yellow or black tongue, the loft, 
eye be sunk, with bad breath, the person will die. If the mouth 
be filled with tears, the hands and feet perspire, and the eyes lose 
their shining appearance, and become dull, it is a sign of death. 
If the person swells or becomes thin very quickly, he will die. If 
the smell ol the body resembles clay, fish, fat, oil, or other unnatu¬ 
ral scents; or when lice leave the hair, and come to the forehead, 
or animals will not eat the food the patient has left; or when the 
patient is very restless he will die. When fever, dysentery, and 
swelling of feet, or hands, occur alternately, it is unfavourable; 
should the person lose his strength suddenly, he wnl not live. When 
the patient has no appetite, has frequent -tools with severe pain in 
the head, and thirst, the person will die, when combined with other 
bad symptoms. 
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is also a bad sign when the patient is very weak, with thirst 
and hunger, which is not appeased by the usual quantity of food or 
drink ; and should a practitioner cure any patients with the above 
indications, he deserves to be Physician to a king. 

As death approaches, various kinds of devils are supposed to col¬ 
lect near the patient, and destroy the good qualities of the medicines 
which are administered to him. In such cases the treatment, and the 
care of the physician are alike unavailing. 

Some of these remarks are just, and some of them are too much 
neglected by European Physicians. The Cabir&j often remarks with 
justice the errors which they sometimes fall into in consequence of 
their neglecting the study of the prognosis of diseases. 


Section* IV. 

General Treatment of Diseases. 

As the generality of diseases are supposed to be produced by de¬ 
rangements in the humors. One or more of which are morbidly in¬ 
creased or changed in quantity, the indications of treatment are to 
promote the just balance of the elements and humors, by a judicious 
choice of aliment, and by such means as assist the vital principle in 
the completion of the assimilation. The management of diet was 
supposed to be the great means of accomplishing this end ; and was 
regulated in point of quality, quantity, and time of administering it, 
by the nature of the disease. Should the judicious selection of food 
not succeed in curing the disease, or when severe, the person 
was directed to observe an entire abstinence of food, for a certain 
time, and if this failed, the corrupted humors were ejected from 
the body. This was accomplished either by emetics, purgatives, 
or blood-letting. In like manner, when the disease was sub- 
dued, it was supposed to be necessary to expel all the vitiated hu¬ 
mors ; which, if allowed to remain, accumulate, and a relapse of the 
disease will be the consequence. To prevent this, strong drastic pur¬ 
gatives, which produced from five to eight evacuations, were repeated 
daily, until the physician was satisfied that the whole corrupted 
humors were expelled. To prevent such a recurrence of disease, the 
same evacuating means were employed. But these humors are not 
to be dislodged indiscriminately, but at certain seasons, and diurnal 
periods of the disease. Health was thus supposed to be promoted 
by the exhibition of an emetic once a fortnight, a drastic purgative 
once a month, and blood-letting twice a year, at the change of the 

n >0119. The vital principle was supposed to give warning when the 
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ipted humors were ripe for being evacuated; and the physician 
was directed to observe carefully, so as to he able to assist, and not 
disturb the spontaneous efforts of nature. The seasons in which 
she exhibited these beneficial influences, were supposed to be 
determined by the known cause of the disease, which led to the 
belief of the definite course, and the mystical powers of numbers ; by 
which nature may be invariably observed to arrive at certain deter¬ 
minate results, which were supposed to be regulated by an arithme¬ 
tical progression. This led to the belief of the maturation of the 
diseased humors, and of the existence of a period, in which the 
perfect state of mixture takes place. These were called critical days, 
which have long held a place in the pathological belief of physicians. 
These days were recognised by the Egyptian priests, as related by 
Pythagoras and others, and denoted the time at which the due ad¬ 
mixture of the elements had taken place. The same term Kpaarts 
was employed by Hippocratus and adopted in Europe, when 
the humoral pathology was the fashion. So plausible were the 
opinions of the humoral pathology, that they seem to have been 
at one time believed, and the most pernicious preventive means follow¬ 
ed, over a great part of the globe ; and among nations so separated 
from each other, as to preclude the possibility of their having derived 
them from each other. Among the Hindus the humoral pathology 
appears to have originated without any assistance from other nations, 
and became as generally believed, and carried to the same conse¬ 


quences as it was in Europe. 

Another equally plausible opinion was, that all diseases divide 
themselves into two great classes, of sthenic or asthenic disease. 
The one being an increase, and the other a diminution of excite¬ 
ment ; between the extremities of winch health was supposed to 
be placed. This appears to have been an early opinion among 
the Hindus, is now generally believed over all the Asiatic na¬ 
tions ; aud has led them to the division of remedies into stimulating, 
and cooling, which were employed according to the nature of the 
disease. For the hot or sthenic diseases cooling remedies were 
used ; while hot medicines were exhibited to remove cold, or asthe¬ 
nic diseases. To the class of stimulants belonged pepper, bitters, 
purgatives. See ,; and to the cooling remedies cold, pawn mixed with 
lime, bathing, with several excellent stomachics ; as chiraitd> &c. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Description and Treatment of Particular Diseases. 


Class I. 


Diseases of the Humors. 

The apparent actions and changes of the fluids, or humors of 
the human body, attracted the attention of the brahmans at ail ear¬ 
ly period, and upon these changes they founded their theoretical 
speculations regarding the nature, and production of disease. These 
opinions seemed to be confirmed by the occurrences of hemorrhage 
from wounds, the appearance of certain eruptions, and the discharge 
from abscesses and ulcers ; while the solids in these cases seemed 
passive, with no indications of change beyond what the fluids seem¬ 
ed to produce upon them. Hence the general principles of Patho¬ 
logy were based, by the brahmans, on alterations of the fluids only, 
and they supposed that while their elements and qualities remained 
in due proportion health was sustained ; while disease was produced 
by an undue proportion of these humors. 

The diseases of air, bile and phlegm may proceed from the se¬ 
men of the father, from the menstrual blood of the mother, from the 
state of the mother’s body during utero-gestation, from certain food 
acting in the same way, from the habits of exercise, from the state 
of the parts in which the fetus is retained in the abdomen, and from 
the state of the menses at the time of conception. These causes 
derange the humors and produce the individuals’ habit of body, and 
the kind of disease to which they are subject. 

The derangement of these humors are the root of all diseases, 
and require to be carefully examined by the physician. All diseases 
are considered as being produced : 1st, by the derangements of 
the humors of the part, and 2ndly, by the peculiar diseases of 
the part. 

The different seasons predispose to different diseases : the air of 
the body is liable to be deranged in the two rainy and two hot 
months; in the two months before the cold weather bile is liable 
to be deranged ; and during the cold months, the bile remains in 
health, while the diseases of phlegm are common, and increase in 


spring. 

I In' diseases of the humois may be arranged according as they 
affect the air, bile, and phlegm, and their combinations. There are 
eighty diseases produced by derangements of the air ( bdyu ) ; forty 
of bile {pitta) ; twenty of phlegm {kapha) ; and sixteen by the com¬ 
bination of the derangements of these humors. 
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l the embryo state, the humors are in such a state that they 
'do not interfere with the action of each other, as the serpents 
poison does not injure the animal itself. But in the course of life 
various causes interrupt this harmony ; and various changes regu¬ 
late and determine, at all times and seasons, the health, and morbid 
condition of the human body. 

Air (bdyu ). The causes which derange air are fighting, abstinence 
in eating and drinking ; the use of dry food, falls, watching when the 
body is wounded, great discharges, as of blood, semen, &c. Ihe 
same effects are produced by constipation of air, urine, and dejec¬ 
tions ; or when they are not evacuated at the proper time. Bathing, 
great grief, fear, and exposure to cold, produce this class of diseases. 
The air is also increased when the food is digested, and in the even¬ 


ing. 

The indications of derangement of the air, are a swelling of the 
abdomen, with stiffness of the body ; the surface of which is dry, 
rough, and cracked. The person feels pain in different parts of the 
body, more especially of the arms, testicles, fat, &c.; is low-spirited, 
languid, and fatigued, has shivering fits and spasms ; the hair drops 
off, and the person’s head is always bowing backwards and for¬ 
wards, with other irregular movements of the bod} r . The voice be¬ 
comes altered, and the person speaks much, and dreams in his sleep. 
When aw r ake he speaks often without thought, he feels a singing 
in has ears, loses the power of vision, has no memory, with paraly¬ 
sis of one or more of the members. There is a dryness of the mouth 
with thirst; the body becomes of a red or green colour, and he com¬ 
plains of an astringent taste in the mouth. 

Sometimes the person has severe cutting pains in the stomach 
(sul) and over the body. Parts of the body feel hard, with noise in 
the ears, dimness of sight, obtuseuess of the senses, thirst, dozing, 
irregular movements of the body, watching, and uncomfortable 
dreams, with a feeling of doing impossibilities, yawning, and rough¬ 
ness of the skin. 

Diseases of Air will vary according to its situation and use. 
The vital air for the mouth (pranA), which assists in swallowing, 
produces when disordered, hiccough, vomiting, &cj The air we 
breathe (udAnd) produces asthma, consumption, &:c. when diseased. 
The (samdnd) or vital air in the stomach produces vomiting, 
anxiety, fainting, thirst, and pain in the chest and side. In the i/i- 
testines it produces noise along their course, pain in the navel, with 
costiveness, scanty urine, aud flatulence, &c.; in the ear it produ¬ 
ces deafness; in the integuments , a discoloration, roughness, and 
sometimes there is a diminished sensation, and eruption over the 
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When deranged in the blood , it produces different painfi 
Eruptions, and tumors. When deranged with fat it produces tumors, 
without pain. In vessels, it produces a contraction of their size, with 
pain and fullness. In tendons, it produces paralysis, with shaking 
pain and spasm. In joints, it produces stiffness, pain, swelling, and 
emaciation; in the bones it produces pain and emaciation ; in the mar - 
roio it causes acute pain ; in the semen it produces a morbid discharge, 
or a diminution of the secretion ; and when deranged over the body it 
produces a bluntness of sense, paralysis, spasm, swelling, and pain in 
many parts of the body. Besides these it produces various other 
classes of symptoms, according to the parts of the body which are 
principally affected. 

The principal diseases produced by deranged air are fainting, bato 
rulcta, pitta rukta , and kapha rukta , and leprosy. This last disease 
commences in the limbs, with dark blotches, and insensibility of the 
part. It produces rigidity of parts ( apotanoka ) by which the body is 
drawn to a side, or backwards and forwards; and there is another 
form of the disease called dhumus stamb (Tetanus, Trismus.) It 
affects particularly the lower jaw, and face, by drawing the neighbour¬ 
ing parts to one side or another. Choria (kalaia khunj) is accord¬ 
ing to the Nedan and Susruta produced by derangements of 
air. This disease is characterized by the person first feeling a 
trembling or shivering over the body, with dimness of sight, and 
pain in the neck, jaw, and teeth, or any other part about to be 
affected. These symptoms are followed by convulsive twitchings of 
the head, neck, and face ; and of one side of the body, particularly of 
one leg. These parts are pulled to the side affected, and shake invo¬ 
luntary. These movements extend to all the voluntary muscles of 
progression, producing a dancing motion. The muscles of the 
upper or lower extremities may thus be affected, of one or both 
sides, and when it has extended over the body and continued long, 
it is considered incurable. It is supposed to be produced by irre¬ 
gularity of the bowels, from having eaten indigestable food ; which 
produces costiveness and indigestion. Much talking and laughing, 
carrying heavy loads, and other causes deranging air, are supposed 
to produce this disease.* 

When the air is superabundant it will be diminished by cold, 
and articles of food having this property; by strengthening food, 
winch, on being digested remains long in the vessels, such as ghee, 
the flesh of goats, &c., mascuiij salt, or sweet or sour food, shampoo- 
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* Some Sanscrit books apply the term Ardita to Choria, others, apply 
n to Tetanub or Trismus which they describe, and not the true Choria. 
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ing, anointing the body with oil, or taking it internally, by drinking 
sherbuts, by bathing, by medicines which increase the secretion of 
semen, alvine secretions, urine, and perspiration; which lcmove thirst 
and appetite, and render the body more active. 

> When air is diminished the person cannot work, he speaks little, 
is unhappy, and his judgment is impaired. 

The best means of curing these derangements of air is by exhibit¬ 
ing oleaginous, salt, sweet, and acid food, by bathing, by the use of 
wine, by shampooing, by exhibiting enemas, &c. 

Bile (pitta) is increased by sour, hot, salt, or bitter articles of food, 
by eating the shoots of young bamboos, and other such indigestible 
articles of food. When the appetite is not satisfied with the quan¬ 
tity eaten, or by eating before the food previously eaten has not been 
digested ; when old curries are used ; curdled milk, wine, or conjee 
are drunk; when exposed to anger, to hot weather, especially during 
the months of September and October, and the middle of the day, 
or middle watch of the night the bile is increased. 

When bile is in unusual quantity it produces a disagreeable breath, 
hot and sour eructations, with boils over the body. The person is 
subject to fits of anger, his bowels are open, the skin distended, 
and he staggers as if drunk; his body is hot, the perspiration 
copious, and although he eats he has no appetite, is thirsty, and 
has no memory, but is otherwise intelligent. He does not see 
distinctly, has a dislike to particular kinds of food, which become 
sour, bitter, and sweet, in the stomach. The colour of the body is 
unnatural, being pale, with pain over the body. 

Bile is diminished by eating sweet, and bitter articles ot food , by 
remaining in cool shaded places, by night air, and moon light; by 
sitting upon the ground, in water, or exposed to mists. It is also 
diminished by the use of ghee, and milk ; by those medicines which 
increase the discharge from the mouth, nose and eyes ; by blood-let¬ 
ting, and whatever diminishes thirst and appetite. When so dimi¬ 
nished the internal heat is weakened, and the body has an unhealthy 
appearance. The twitchings produced by increased bile in a part 
are best removed by rubbing it with milk, aud exhibiting cooling 
articles of food. 

When air is deranged with bile it produces inflammation aud 
fainting; with phlegm coldness and swelling of the affected part; 
with blood it produces a degree of paiu lik e the penetration of a 
needle, sometimes deprivation of healthy sensation, and other 
symptoms of deranged bile. When the priui bdyu is deranged 
with bile, it produces vomiting, tt burning heat of the body ; with 
cough, weakness, idleness, drowsiness, aud discoloration of the 
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skin. When the udana bayu is deranged with bile, fainting, a 
burning heat of the body, want of memory, cough, want of perspira¬ 
tion, anxiety, indigestion, and shivering are produced. Deranged 
apdna bayu with bile produces perspiration, heat, and inflammation ; 
with cough, mucous stools, urine of a pale colour, with shivering. 
SamAna bayu derauged with bile produces inflammation and heat of 
the body, and in the female a retention of the menses, cough, and 
heaviness of the lower part of the abdomen. Bidna bayu deranged 
with bile produces a burning heat and restlessness of the body, 
with cough, heaviness of the body, and pain, so that the person 
cannot move as he wishes. 

Phlegm (kapha), is deranged by indigestible articles of food, and 
sweet, or very cool things ; such as milk, sugar-cane, liquid food, cur¬ 
dled milk, sleeping during the day; or by the cakes made of rice, 
coconuts, ghee, &c. These derangements are more liable to occur 
in the dewy, cold, and spring months, during the first third ot the 
day, and after eating. 

The derangements of phlegm produce a fulness of the abdomen, 
and the food^the person eats is not properly digested ; he has no 
appetite, and his body is pale, heavy, cold, and hard. He has fre¬ 
quent dejections; his skin is smooth, oily, and itchy. There is a 
discharge of mucus from the nose, eyes, and mouth. Such a per¬ 
son is very languid, is always dozing, and sleeps much; the part 
where the phlegm is deranged swells, and his mouth has a pungent 
and sweet taste. 

The cure of these derangements is accompanied by the use of dry 
food, alkalies (salts), astringents, exercise, and the use of bitter, 
and pungent articles of food ; by the exhibition of emetics, by con¬ 
nexion with women, long pedestrian journies, gymnastic exercises, 
watching at night, smoking, and the use of cathartics, and diapho¬ 
retics. 

Should two or three of these humors be deranged at the same 
time, the particular symptoms of each will be present; and the 
degree of derangement of the one compared with that of the other 
will be observed, by the prominence of the particular class of symp¬ 
toms. Their treatment must likewise be varied according to the 
violence of the symptoms present. 

When the body is weak the most peculiar symptoms of the de¬ 
ranged humor do not appear, and tlie person seems in health. 

The diseases of air, bile and plilcgm, arc also produced by sin, 
which leads the person to perform wicked actions from ignorance. 
Such diseases of the humors produce not only diseases of the body, 
but also those of the mind, and heart; as melancholy, pride, tuolish- 
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fss, &c. These were the diseases in which internal evacuant medi¬ 
cines were used, after which the treatment was to be regulated by the 
part affected: thus when the skin was affected, external applications 
were used, as ointments, plasters, &c. While the diseases of the 
body are cured by medicines, which diminish the humors that are too 
abundant; those of the mind are cured by perusing the Shasters, by 
abstinence, by leading a religious life, and by various mortifications 
of the body. 

The blood is supposed to be more generally affected with the 
deranged humors, than with any other of the essential parts of the 
body. When so diseased its local, or general abstraction is recom¬ 
mended, and numerous medicines are administered, to purify it. 

It is consequently the duty of the practitioner to find out the 
nature of the disease; to decide on the best remedies; to diminish the 
air, bile, or phlegm, the seven essential parts of the body, and the de¬ 
jections (mala) which may be preternaturally increased, and if any of 
them are diminished he should endeavour to increase them so as to 
restore, and retain the parts, in that state of equanimity, which 
constitutes health. These effects may be produced by the frequent 
exhibition of purgatives, emetics, and food which has these pecu¬ 
liar effects. 

When a disease is produced by the sins committed in a former 
state of existence; by the derangements of air, bile, and phlegm at 
birth, or by any cause producing very dangerous diseases, especially 
in very old people; it will be Cured by medicines and penances. 
Diseases of the poor will generally be incurable, as they are not able 
to pay for their medicines. 


Section II. 

Class II. —Diseases affecting the General System. 

Order I. 

Fevers , (Jwara.) 

Fevers are first considered because it is said that hian is born and 
dies with fever ; because it affects the whole body, the organs of 
senses, and the mind; and is so severe that only tnan and gods 
can survive it, and by which various other diseases are product d. 

The following mythological description of the origin of fever is 
given in some of their more recent medical works :—Dalshqa the 
father-in-law oi Shiva not invite him to a feast given to the gods, 
and spoke disrespectfully of him. His wife Duryd was present, and 
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lb enraged, at the disrespect, that she considered it better to 
than live under such a disgrace ; and while sitting, her spirit 
left her body. Nundi the servant of Durgti seeing her die, went 
and informed Shiva of the event. He in grief for his loss, tore off 
one of his locks, and it fell into the fire, and a great devil named 
Birabhadra was produced from it. Others say that in his anger he 
heaved a deep sigh, and from his mouth the devil was produced. 
Birabhadra asked Shiva to he allowed to destroy his father-in-law. 
This was permitted, and after polluting the sacred fire of Bakshya, 
destroying many of his guests, and tearing his hair, he wrenched 
his head from his body. It was during the paroxysm of grief and 
rage of Shiva for the death of Burgh that the breath which pro¬ 
ceeded from his nostrils, hot, and destructive, gave origin to 
fevers, which attack all persons, of all ages, and in all con- 


ditions. 

The cause of all the principal varieties of fever, with the exception 
of five from accidents (dgantuka), is using improper mixtures of 
food; as eating fish aud milk ; the want of seasoning in food; 
sleeping at improper hours ; fighting with a strong man ; exposure 
to the morning sun while fasting ; eating voraciously of food of a 
very hot nature, when the body has been previously weakened by ex¬ 
treme hunger ; and by fatigue, fear, grief, and watching. Fevers are 
also produced by poisons, drinking stagnant water, in which withered 
leaves have fallen; taking a full meal without any appetite, or after 
delivery, especially if improperly treated. In other cases the 
first secretion of milk in the breast, produces fever, exposure to 
unseasonable weather, or to sudden vicissitudes of temperature ; 
checked perspiration, long continued constipation ; and living in 
wooded, ill ventilated valleys. Other causes of fever arc the in¬ 
fluence of bad &ars, neglected adoration of saints or gods ; visiting 
a new climate ; the malign influence of evil spirits, and severe local 
diseases, or injuries. By such causes the air, bile, and phlegm are 
deranged, pass into the stomach (amd&hay), and thus expel the 
internal heat. The humors stop also the chyle vessels, and derange 
the heat, which digests the food : in other words, whatever exposes 
our moral qualities, or bodily frame, to deviations from their natural 
aud accustomed movements, produces fevers; and it reepures reme¬ 
dies to drive back the heat, to its natural position, when the person 
is restored to health. 


General symptoms of Fever. 

The attack of fever commences with the person compW nm & °* 
i6 itude and fatigue; he is continually yawning, and stretching; 
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skin loses its natural colour, and there is a bad taste in his 
mouth ; his eyes are watery, and he alternately wants the applica¬ 
tion of heat, and cold to his body. Little, and much food distresses 
the person, as it is not digested ; he has no appetite, the body is 
chilly and heavy, with dejection of mind; and he is quarrelsome, 
and ready to fight with a much stronger person than himself. 

These precursory symptoms arc followed by heat of the surface, 
cessation of perspiration, and pain affecting the whole body, but 
particularly the members. There is also pain in the chest, languor 
and drow siness, loss of appetite, restlessness, heaviness of the abdo¬ 
men with costiveness, and a copious flow of urine. These symp¬ 
toms are always present in fevers ; but, when air is deranged, 
there is also much gaping; when bile is affected the eyes feel hot' 
and when phlegm is deranged there is no appetite. 


General Treatment of Fever. 

The treatment of fever varies according as it is new, or has 
not lasted seven days ; is recent, or has not affected the individual 
more than twelve days; or is old, having continued twenty-one 
days, or upwards. 

When the fever is new the patient should only take conjee water 
for food; and when the internal heat is diminished, dry ginger and 
long pepper may be boiled iu it. When with fever there is°a dis¬ 
ease in the side, or lower part of the head or abdomen, the red rice 
should be used for making the conjee. Should phlegm be diseased 
conjee should not be given ; nor when the new fever is very strong. 
When these acute symptoms are diminished and when bile is deranged 
the use of conjee water is proper. The drink should be boiled water 
again wanned. Should the patient complain of nausia, and fulness 
of the stomach, on an accession of fever, the treatment should com¬ 
mence with the exhibition of an emetic, and during the continuance 
of an attack of fever all heavy food should be carefully avoided ; 
particularly when there is no appetite. 

In other MSb. it is stated that the fasting is to be continued for 
three, five, or ten days, according to the improvement of the symp¬ 
toms w’hidi takes place. By this means the practitioner will dis¬ 
cover the state of the air, bile, and phlegm. 

During the continuance of a feveAhe patient should reside in 
a room shut up, in which a pankd may be used, lie should be clad in 
warm clothes ; should neither sleep during the day, bathe, nor anoint 
his body with oil. He should also be removed from his wife, avoid 
ail oily and indigestable articles of food, especially astringent articles, 
anger, violent exercise, and exposure to strong wind. By these 


Miwsr^ 


222 



<SL 


eans the morbid matter is allowed to ripen, and is then to be dis¬ 
charged by evacuant medicines. It will increase the disease, and 
render it probably fatal, if these evacuant remedies are used before 
the morbid matter is matured. * 

Should in any case tlie fasting produce weakness, it is to be stopped 
as improper ; and means to strengthen the body substituted. Fast¬ 
ing is not to be employed in fevers which attacks infants or old 
people, in pregnancy, when the body is light, or in cases in which 
air, urine, and dejections have been discharged, in large quantities, 
by medicine. 

In recent fever the patient is to be allowed a decoction of bitter 
herbs, &c. so as to restore the derangement of the humors. He 
may now be allowed a little more food than during the first stage. 
Milk, which during the first stage is like poison, may now be taken 


with advantage. 

Should the disease continue and pass on to the third period, when 
the fever is said to be olcl y it is to be treated by emetics, purgatives, 
and different febrifuge decoctions. The diet should be in larger 
quantities and of a more nourishing quality, than during the two 
first periods of the disease ; such as broths, prepared with animal 
flesh, milk, and the like. 

In all such cases of fever it is necessary to recollect that the 
treatment will vary according as the air, bile, and phlegm are more 
or less affected. 

The fever is said to have disappeared when the appetite returns; 
the body feels light, and the person is not easily fatigued. When 
the acuteness of his senses, memory, and understanding is restored, 
the unnatural heat of the body disappears, and he has no pain; 
when he moans, is forgetful, when small pimples form round the 
mouth, and when the warmth, smell, and perspiration, sneezing, and 
the alvine evacuations are natural. 

Should there occur, after the seventh day, sonorous breathing, 
listlessness and torpor, with thirst, constipation, hiccough, coughing, 
and vomiting with no appetite, the patient is in eminent danger. In 
such cases the person usually becomes very weak, and dies. ° 

The most unfavourable prognostic symptoms of fever, when the 
patient should not be taken charge of by the physician, are when the 
senses are not in their natural state, or no longer act; when the 
person is weak, witli sudden and severe attacks of fever ; when the 
patient is decrepid, his extremities swell, and the fever remains 
during a greater part of the night; when affected with strabismus, 
and when his mouth remains open, and lie is delirious. When 
be cannot be roused from his sleep, with the feeling of cold on 
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outside of tlie body, while he is hot inside, the patient is in great 
danger. In such cases the person generally dies. 


Varieties of Fevers. 


These are divided into continued, mixed, accidental, and intermit¬ 
tent fevers; which will be considered under the following nine 
genera: 

Fever produced by deranged Air . 

Fever produced by deranged Bile. 

Fever produced by deranged Phlegm. 

Fever produced by deranged Air and Phlegm. 

Fever produced by deranged Air and Bile. 

Fever produced by deranged Bile and Phlegm. 

Fever produced by deranged Air , Phlegm and Bile. 


Fever produced by derangement of the humors. 

Fever produced by derangement of humors. 

All these fevers are produced by derangements of air, bile, or 
phlegm, and fasting is one of the chief means of restoring the balance, 
while the fever is advancing, or when unripe. This is known by a 
peculiar pain in the chest, by drowsiness, and listlessness, by the 
yellow colour of the saliva, by the want of appetite, by the consti¬ 
pated state of the bowels, and by secretion of urine ; by the body 
feeling heavy, by the absence of perspiration, by the bad taste in the 
mouth, and by a constant and severe fever. Dhanwantari says that 
medicine should not be given in this stage of fever, and not until the 
seventh day ; others say, not until the tenth day after its commence¬ 
ment. However, should the bowels have been constipated before the 
fever, and the humors arc ripe, they should be remoyed either by 
emetics, purgatives, or errhines, or a severe disease will bo the con¬ 
sequence by the pent up impurities. Should fever be produced by 
derangements of air, ghee should be freely used ; if phlegm is parti¬ 
cularly deranged, give first an < metie ; it' bile, purgatives, which will 
be varied with the peculiar symptoms. When the phlegm is ripe, 
errhines are recommended. A suppository is also recommended 
for these cases of constipation. It should be composed of long- 
pepper, jubdan, clivS, medreatn. 
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If the fever does not completely disappear by these means it 
proves that some of the diseased humors still remain, which should 
be removed by the exhibition of hot ghee. The cure is accomplish¬ 
ed by increasing the strength, promoting the appetite, which is 
known by a lightness and elasticity of the body. The next indica¬ 
tion is to discharge the deranged air, bile, or phlegm, by means of 
errhines and purgatives ; and during the continuance of the fever 
the usual food and drink are to be avoided, until the natural excre¬ 
tions are restored, the senses act naturally, and the patient feels 
hungry, and thirsty, at the same time. 
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Variety of Fever. Bdtik-jwara is that variety which is pro¬ 
duced by a derangement of the air (lay u.) 

This fever commences with shivering, there is sometimes much 
at other times little heat; the throat, mouth, and lips are dry. 
The patient has no sleep, does not sneeze, his skin is dry, with 
head-ache, and pain in the chest, as well as over the body. 'What¬ 
ever is taken into the stomach feels heavy, and creates uneasiness ; 
the stools are very hard ; pain in the abdomen; flatulence as if 
much food had been eaten, and he is frequently yawning. 

The treatment of this form of fever will depend on the stage at 
which it is examined. In the shivering fit, hot remedies are to be 
exhibited. According to Sushruta it is treated by enemas, the em¬ 
ployment of errhines, composed of different medicines for removing 
the head-ache, and humors from the head, and by exhibiting the 
following infusion : 

€assia fistula (A'bashwash.) 

Ruellea strepens (Granthika.) 

Cyperus juncifoliao (Musta.) 

Black heliibore (Tikta.) 

Myrobalan (Ilaritaki.) 

Take 40 raktika of each, boil in one pint of water till a quarter 
remains, and strain. This quantity is for one dose, and is usually 
given in the morning and repeated for two days ; various infusions 
of herbs, and barks of trees, are used in the same way. Prepared 
ghee with febrifuge medicines are used, when the above remedies do 
not cure the disease. In all cases the particular treatment will vary 


with the symptoms present. 

The food to be taken in this fever is, first kidney beans (Phascolus 
mungo) boiled, bruised, and eat with spice; conjee with the juice 
of lemon, and warm water for drink. Long-pepper, liemidismus 
(Sarura), raisins (kismis), dill (sataspispa), (ranuka), of each 40 
niti, to a pint of water ; boiled down to a fourth, and taken twice 


“ day. 
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Ihould this sort of fever be produced by severe exercise, or if the 
patient is very hungry, be may take broth with boiled rice, fish, 
conjee, and other such light food. 

Should a strong evacuant medicine be given in the first stage of 
this, or any other fever, it will produce severe intermittent fevers. 

2nd form of Fever. When Bile is deranged, producing fever, it 
is called (Paittika Jwara.) This form of fever commences with a 
shivering fit, followed by a severe hot stage ; a frequent desire to go 
to stool, vomiting, a hitter taste in the mouth, and restlessness. 
Aphthae form in the throat, lips, mouth, and nose ; the patient per¬ 
spires freely, often speaks nonsense, and has sometimes fainting fits, 
and attacks of giddiness. Such a patient is very listless, his body is 
pale, with a burning sensation over the surface, he has great thirst, 
the stools and urine have a yellow colour, as well as the eye, which 
is often also red. '* 

Treatment . This fever, like the last, has three stages. In the first 
stage give laxatives, with cooling and hitter food. The palta leaves 
(Pafolpatra) 1 tola ; with half a pint of simple water, or barley water 
boiled, and a little honey, for the taste, is given once a day, and is 
considered very cooling. The following cooling medicine is also 
given in this fever :—Take of 

Parpa(aka , the bitter leaves of the Oldenlandea biflora, 

Basaka, (Justitia ganderussa,) 

Katutiktd , (black lielebore,) 

Kiratatikta, (Chiruta,) 
cd l)hdnyaka> (coriander seed,) 

Priyangu , (Panicum italicum,) 

15 ratis of each, or one sicca w T eight. A tola to be infused in a 
pint of water until it is reduced to £ which is to be taken twice daily. 

There are various other bitter remedies, all of which are said to 
cure this fever. It is also treated by covering the forehead with 
several cooling medicines mixed with water. When pain in the head 
is severe, with great heat, the person is recommended to sleep on lily, 
nim, and plantain leaves, to cool the body. They also recommend free 
ventilation, and residing in a cool situation. The house may be 
sprinkled with sandal-wood, and water. By a purgative you may pre¬ 
vent the recurrence of the disease, when only the preliminary symp¬ 
toms are present. 

In this fever the diet should consist of fried gram, or peas boiled 
in w ? ater, and strained. Tliis is mixed with sugar and honey : the 
juice of acid fruits is also given. 

3rd form of Fever. Derangement of phlegm ( Kaphu) t produces a 
fever named shlaishmkj wa ™> or kapha-jwura. This fever is ushered 


by loss of appetite, and the symptoms of the hot stage is less 
marked than in the last form of fever. The person feels languid, and 
listless, with a sweet taste in his mouth. In this fever the body feels 
cold, as if wrapped in a wet cloth, and the stools and urine are 
white. Such a person remains quiet and silent, does not eat; 'But 
feels as if he had eaten too much, his body is very heavy, eyes vrinte!, 
with nausea attended with cough. He is very sleepy, and there is a 
discharge of mucus from the eyes, mouth, aud nose. 

Treatment. For seven days the person should not eat his usual 
food in this fever ; hut should live on prepared peas, and the like. 
The stomach in the first stage of this fever should be cleared by an 
emetic, which will often cut the fever short, but this remedy is not to 
be used when the patient is very weak: after the emetic the juice of 
the leaves of Yitex negundo (India or Sindubdra) is to be adminis¬ 
tered, with the powder of long-pepper. Heating medicines of all 
lands are also used in this fever, as the diet should be light as well 
as heating. 

4th. Bdta-pcHttika Jwara. This fever commences with giddiness, 
fainting and thirst: the body feels cold to another person, although 
he complains of his body being hot and burning; loss of memory, 
no sleep, pain in all the joints, head-ache, cough, throat and mouth 
dry, vomiting, goose-skin, no perspiration, low' spirits, and yawning. 
To remove this form of fever take of 
Shunt hi, dry ginger, 

Gidancha , (Minispermum glabrum,) 

Muthd, (Cyperus rotundus,) 

Chirdtd, (Chiraita,) 

Shdlpdni, (Hedysarum gangeticum,) 

Chdkulyd, (nemionites covdifolia,) 

Bydkur , (Solanum Jaquini,) a variety of prickly nightshade, 
Kan(ilart, (Solanum melongena,) prickly nightshade, 

Ganirl , (Prexnna spinosa,) 

18 ratis each, mix in water, boil to aud take twice a day. 

Diet. The decoction of mudga , a sort of pea, and the juice of 
dmlaka is often, used. When there is much heat in the body we 
may give a decoction of gram, with the juice of the fruit of pomegra¬ 
nate for diet. 

5th. Bdta-Maishmik Jwara . This form of fever is not very severe 
in its accession. The body feels cold, with slight shivering and pain in 
the bones; the person sleeps much, has pain in the head, with 
much saliva in the mouth, and running at the nose, with cough, a 
dry skin, and body hot. 

The treatment consists in exhibiting the root of long-pepper 
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^Ff/abya, (Piper cliavya or Orris root, Roxb.,) and root of chitraka, 
(Plumbago zeylanica,) and dried ginger: 32 rat/s of each are put 
into a pint of water, and boiled down to one-tourtli. Take this twice 
a day. Heating medicines may also be used in this lever, as 
chiraita, dry ginger, gulancha , (Minispermum glabrum,) basaka , 
(Justicia ganderussa,) long-pepper, lashun , (garlick,) and sindubara , 
(Vitex ncgunda,) 20 ratis each. Boil in a pint of water, till reduced 
to one-fourth, and take this twice daily. When the pain in the 
joints is severe, the vapour bath may be used ; and should there be 
great dryness of the mouth, in order to increase this secretion take 
salt, the powder of black-pepper, and the juice of lemons. 

Diet. Boil in water the following medicines-the bark of 
Bilwa , (iEgle marmelos,) 

Shondka , (Bignonia iudica,) 

Gambhdri , (Gmelina arborea,) 

Pat aid, (Bignonia suave-olens,) and 
Ganikarikd (Premna spinosa:) 

of each 32 ratis, mix in two seers of water, and reduce it to one seer* 
This is again boiled with some rice, and when cool strained. 

6 th. Bile and Phlegm, (Pitta-shla ish mik Jwar a.) The mouth is 
clammy and sour, with much saliva, in this form of fever. The per¬ 
son is always dozing, complains of faintness, and coughs; has no 
appetite, thirst, and is at one time hot, and at another time cold. 

Cure. Abstinence in eating and drinking is to be enjoined; the 
medicines that cure the diseases of bile aud phlegm are to be given, 


$uch as 

Gulancha, (Minispermum glabrum,) 

Nimba , neem bark, 

Dhanydka, coriander, 

Chandana , red sandal-wood, 

Caturohini , helebore, 

ratis 32 each, boil in a pint of water, till reduced to one-fourth ; 
take this dose twice a day. 

Perspiration is also to be encouraged, as phlegm shuts up the 
perspirable pores, and restores the internal heat to its proper place ; 
and water promotes the movements of the body, and cures the fever. 
Hot sand in a bag may be applied to the body, and by changing 
continually its position, it soon produces perspiration. Long- 
pepper with its stem, dry-ginger, each 23 ratis, mixed and boiled 
together may be given twice daily. 

7th. Mixed Remittent or Synochus Fever, (Sannipdt Jwara 
Bihar a.) In tbis tor in of fever the air, bile, and phlegm, are 

deranged ; and it is always dangerous. At one time the patient is hot, 
2 c 2 
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m other times cold, with pains in the hones, and joints ; the eyes are 
watery, of a dirty yellow colour, and hollow ; the patient complains 
of ringing, and pain in the ears, with pain in the head, neck, and 
thorax; is always dozing, but cannot sleep at night; has no memory, 
and is often delirious. Bodies seem to turn round, and sometimes 
he is laughing, crying, performs unnatural actions, is always cough¬ 
ing, has quick breathing, no appetite, the tongue is black like char¬ 
coal, and irregular like that of a cow, with pain. Blood, phlegm, air 
and bile flow from the mouth, the patient moves his head about 
continually, with tliirst, watching, and pain in the breast. The urine 
is secreted in small quantities, with costiveness and no perspiration ; 
great thirst, noises in the throat, so that there is a difficulty in 
comprehending what the sick person says ; with round elevations, 
and central depressions of a blue and red colour, over the sur¬ 
face of the body. The person vomits blood, mixed with phlegm, 
and his abdomen diminishes in size. His body docs not become 
thin, but his belly is heavy and enlarged. This kind of fever re¬ 
mains long, and much care and proper medicines are required for 
its cure. After the first stage, should the fever continue severe, 
it will be generally fatal; and at the last stage of the fever the 
lower part of the ear (the parotid gland) swells. This is supposed 
to be a fatal sign. 

The 7th, 10th, 12th days, are always the days on which the fever 
is severe, or from these periods the symptoms diminish in severity. 

In other books it is stated that the critical days are the 7th, 9th, 
11th, 14th, 18th, 22nd ; from which period the disease is diminish¬ 
ed or increased. Those who live till the 22nd day generally recover. 

There are thirteen kinds of mixed fever . In three kinds one of 
humours, that is the air, bile, or phlegm, are morbidly increased, or 
diminished beyond the others. In a second form two are increased 
or diminished. The thirteenth variety is that in which the three 
humours are morbidly increased. 

1. Bisfaralca Bdtulbana. When the air is increased, the usual 
symptoms of this form of fever will be accompanied with a bad 
taste in the mouth, difficulty of breathing, shivering, cough, yawn¬ 
ing, giddiness, syncope, delirium, and pain in the sides of the 


belly. 

2. Pittulbana or AsukarL The peculiar symptoms of this form 
arc looseness, giddiness, fainting, aphthse in the moutli, red spots, 
and a burning sensation, over the body. 

3. Rorupono or Kaphvlbana , is distinguished by a feeling of 
languor, a difficulty in speaking, sleeping much, eyes cloudy, and a 
sweet taste in the mouth. 
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Pohru Bobru. Bdtapittidbana. When bile is increased the^ 
person feels as if he had taken narcotic medicines, complaining of 
thirst, dry mouth, drowsiness, flatulence, loss ol appetite, cough, 
difficult of breathing, giddiness, aud languor. 

5. Bato Soleso , IJlbono, or Sigrokari. When the air and phlegm 
around the neck is stopped, fever comes on with shivering, fainting, 
sneezing, thirst, pains in the sides of the body and in the abdomen, 
and difficulty in breathing. 

G. Petu, Soleso Bono Bolu. Is distinguished by a burning sensa¬ 
tion in the body with chilliness, much thirst, pain in the right side 
of the chest, head-ache, pain in the breast and throat, vomiting 
phlegm and bile, looseness, difficulty of breathing, hiccough, and 


drowsiness. 

7. Bato-Pefo-Soliso-Ulbono or Kutopdkolo. In this form the 
three air, bile and phlegm are morbidly increased, and like thunder, 
fire and the sword, it kills quickly. The peculiar symptoms of 
this form of fever are, the patient breathes slowly and imperfectly, 
he is motionless, his eyes are fixed, and after three days he dies. 

8. Songonohohoko . The peculiar symptoms of this variety are 
delirium, languor, faintness, shivering, giddiness, and paralysis ol 
half the body. This is a very dangerous disease. 

9. Pdkolo. Faintness, delirium, stiffness of the neck, head¬ 
ache, cough, difficulty of breathing, giddiness, drowsiness, severe 
pain in the chest, hemorrhage from the mouth, and nose, and the 
eyes being fixed characterise this form of fever. The patient gene¬ 
rally dies within three days. 

10. Jammo. In this variety severe pain in the chest, and ab¬ 
scesses form in the liver, spleen and lungs; and both the patient’s 
stools, and the matter vomited contain blood and pus. 

11. Korkotoko . Is accompanied with a burning sensation in¬ 
ternally, the person cannot speak, his face and eyes become red, 
he cannot expectorate the phlegm from his throat, has severe lanci¬ 
nating pain 9 iu the breast, with drowsiness, difficulty of breathing, 
and hiccough. These symptoms increase daily ; the patient s tongue 
becomes black and rough, his throat becomes covered yvitli prickles, 
involuntary evacuations follow ; he moans much, like the cooing of a 
pigeon; his mouth, lips, and palate arc dry, he sleeps much, and he 
cannot speak, with convulsions, or nausea and vomiting. 

12. Boiddrlko • In this fever there is pain in the loins, the 
body is cool, and during the accession the body feels cold, with 
diarrhoea, giddiness, languor, head-ache, drowsiness, pain iu the 
neck and chest, cough, difficulty of breathing, and insensibi* 
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Ahhinydsa Jwara. Is characterized by dryness of the month, 
the patient being always sleepy, and his body feels as if it be¬ 
longed to another person ; he speaks very little, and with great pain, 
is stupid, and breathes with difficulty. His internal heat is dimi¬ 
nished, he feels an internal burning sensation accompanied with 
weakness, and a dead-like feeling of the skin. 

Treatment of Mixed fever . In this fever the patient must 
abstain from food; he must be put into a sand-bath, and errhines, 
emetics, and expectorates administered to him. Should the person 
be drowsy several colyria are recommended. During this fever he 
should drink boiled water, which has been cooled. 

8th. Accidental fever, (Agantuka.) The causes of this order of 
fevers are injuries ; such as wounds, &c. They may also be produc¬ 
ed by the evil designs of an enemy, or a devil; by the passions ; 
by the curses of a guru, a brahman, ora prophet; by poison, or by 
the effects of air mixed with deleterious matter, as that proceeding 
from a kind of poisonous trees which are supposed to come from 
the east. These causes derange the air, bile, and phlegm, and thus 
produce fever. 

Adultery, grief for parents, friends, &c. derange also the air, 
anger deranges bile, and devils derange both air, bile, and phlegm. 

When a man w T ants to kill another, or to remove au obnoxious 
individual to another country ; or to have command of him, certain 
mantras , and directions are given in the Tantra Shdstra for accom¬ 
plishing these. But should he err in any of the injunctions enjoined, 
the person liimelf will be attacked with the fever, and he will not 
have power to injure the other. In some such cases the two front 
teeth are extracted to prevent the person blundering in pronouncing 
mantras. 

When the fever is produced by poisons the tongue is white, or 
black in the middle, the person has frequent stools, and fainting 
fits, and has no appetite, or memory, and complains of thirst, and 
pain over the body. By improper medicines this fever is sometimes 
produced with swooning, head-ache, and vomiting. 

Making offerings of fire, &c., to brahmans will cure this species of 
fever. When produced.by a bad conjunction of planets, gifts will cure 
it. By giving shelter to the traveller, setting him in a clean 
place, washing his feet, giving him food, will prevent the con¬ 
sequence. Another form of cure is going to the principal sacred 
temples, and making offerings through the brahmans. 

When it is produced by the passion of love there is no memory, 
f he person dozes, is lazy, and delirious. In this variety every tiling 
cooling is to be given ; if cough is deranged, bitter things arc to be 
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w ; if air> cooling tilings ; if bile, sweet things. This fever is 
cured, when produced by poison, by the usual antidotes. When pro¬ 
duced by grief, remedies for curing bile are to be used ; when from 
lust, the person is to be comforted, and his purpose promised. If 
from fear, causes producing joy will perform a cure. 

hen produced by the curses of a good man, or by the sorcery 
of another, want of memory and thirst are the peculiar symptoms 
present; and when an evil spirit produces it, the person alternately 
is sorrowful and laughing ; and at other times he cries and laughs. 
These are to be cured by proper prayers, stated in the shdstras, by 
binding, the person, and beating him, by which the fever will 
be cured, as by these means the devil suffers, and is expelled. 

9th, Intermittent fevers ( Bishama Jicara), This is another form 
of fever, which occurs before and after attacks of other kinds of 
fever; by the derangements of the humours of the body. The 
essential parts of the body such as chyle, blood, muscles, fat, bone, 
semen, and marrow, in the order now mentioned may be affected. One 
or more are sometimes deranged, and form so many types of fever. 

These are Sant at a, Satata , Anyejyuka, Tritlyaka , Chdturthaka, 
The general symptoms of intermittent fever are as follows: when 
the paroxysm occurs at uncertain periods the patient feels first cold, 
then hot, and afterwards perspires. 

The following five varieties are described : 

1. Santata continues for several days without an intermission. 

2. Satata has two paroxysms daily. 

3. Anyejyuka occurs daily, at the same hour. 

4. Tritlyaka occurs on alternate days. 

5. Chdturthaka occurs every fourth day. 

At the time of the accession of the fever the paroxysm may lie 
prevented by frightening the patient, by brandishing a naked sword 
before him, by advancing poisonous snakes near him, \sith the 
poisoned fangs removed, by the approach of dangerous elephants, 
and by the alarm of thieves. For a like purpose on the day of the 
return of the fever, emetics, purgatives, diaphoretics, or strong 
liquors are to be exhibited. These are to be given before the 
paroxysm is expected. 

Ihe following varieties of this class of fevers are described by 
Hindu Medical writers. 

3. Santatajwara affects the chyle and blood ,• and it continues 
for 7, 10, or 12 days; followed by an interval and again occurs, 
and remains for several days. 

2. Satata has two paroxysms daily, one at night and another 
during the day. 
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When the person is weak and the fever is old, he is to live on 
light food, such as broths prepared with certain kinds of pulse, the 
flesh of birds and animals, which have been fed with gram. Others 
say there are two kinds of this fever, one of which commences with a 
cold fit, and another with a hot fit. The first gives much uneasiness, 
and is cured With difficulty. 

3. If the paroxysm of fever recurs at the same hour daily, it is 
called Anyejyuka. In this form use the following medicine : 

Take of bark of the nimba tree, 

Pa{olapatra^ 

Drdkshyd , 

Amlaka , 

Bibhitaka , 

Haritaki , 

The flowers of the mutdi, 

Kurchi bark, 

two nvashus of each, add a pint of water, and reduce the mixture to 
a half by boiling. Several medicines are also recommended to be 
mixed, and the steam from the mixture is allowed to come in con¬ 
tact with the body, which has been covered, so as to be exposed to 
the vapours. 

4. " When the fever returns at an interval of one day it is called 
Tritiyaka . These are the following three varieties of this fever : 

a . When phlegm and bile are deranged in this fever, before the 
accession, pain is felt at the nape of the neck. 

b. When spirit and phlegm are deranged, the patient first feels 
pain in the loins. 

c. When air and bile are deranged, the fever is introduced 
with head-ache. For the cure of such fevers, various mantras: are 
employed. 

5. In Chdturthaka , the paroxysms of this fever occur every 
fourth day. When the paroxysm continues for two days, there is no 
paroxysm on the first and fourth day, the fever is that called 
Chdturthaka Biparjyaya. 

This fever presents the following symptoms. It commences with 
shivering, dryness, and swelling. The patient has no strength, so 
as not to be able to walk. He evacuates much bile, air, and 
phlegm which aTe particularly affected. 

Errhines are used for the cure of tills fever. Certain roots are 
used for the same purpose, gathered on the nights of lucky days, 
and are sometimes tied to the hair of the head, and other parts ot 
the body. Wien the body is heavy, with perspiration, and little 
lever and stools, it is called Proapiko . 
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en half the body is hot, and the other cold; when what is eaten 
is not digested, and does harm ; the deranged bile and phlegm have 
produced these morbid symptoms. When the bile of the body is 
deranged, and the phlegm of the arms and legs, the body is hot 
and the hands and feet cold. When the phlegm of the body is 
deranged, and the bile of the hands and feet, the body is cold, and 
the hands and feet are hot. 

The fever is also modified, as the essential parts are deranged. 
Thus the air may be deranged in the blood, flesh, bone, marrow and 
semen ; and the supposed danger increasing in the order above stated, 
until the last, the semen, when the fever is considered always fatal. 

The type of the fever varies also according to the season of the 
year. Each of them forms two lunar months ; during June and July, 
the rainy season (BarsJiu ), air predominates, and the fevers takes on 
the characters of deranged air. The season called Sharata , autumn, 
or sultry months (Sept, and Oct.), the bile and the phlegm pre¬ 
dominate ; Basanta or spring (Feb. March and April), the phlegm 
is in excess, and is succeeded by derangement of the air and bile, 
followed by fever. 

Ahaka-jwara , (Nakra or Ndsd-jwara.) The natives of Bengal are 
subject to this peculiar form of intermittent fever. The description 
of it is not contained in the more ancient medical works. It is 
produced by a swelling of the Schniderian membrane, and is said 
to be caused by the air and phlegm deranging the blood of the part. 
It is accompanied with pain over the body, but particularly ill the 
neck and back, and other symptoms of fever. 
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It is of frequent occurrence in Bengal; attacks adults alone, be¬ 
tween the age of 20 aud 40 years of age. It is treated by the na¬ 
tives by abstracting a little blood from the nose by the point of a 
needle, or by rubbing a little rough grass over the diseased part. 
Errhines are also of use, aud those who take snuff daily are free from 
the disease. 


Order II. 

Small-pox, Masurikd* 

Stimulating and heating substances produce this disease ; as also 
pungent, acid, or saline substances, and improper mixtures ot iuod , 
eating before the former food has been digested ; unwholesome 
meats, and certain roots or fruits ; bad air or water j and the influ- 

* In Persian it is styled Chechak; in Sanskrit Gui£ and Mastiri 
or Masurikd, resembling a pill or lentil masdra , (Ervum hirsutmn and 
Geer lens.) 
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^ce of a bad planet. These causes derange air, bile, and phlegm,^ 
:c., which with the bad blood produces an eruption like the masura. 

Before small-pox appears, fever occurs, with pain over the body, 
but particularly in the back ; and itching, lassitude, stretching, 
restlessness, redness of the face and eyes, with cough. The skin 
swells slightly, and is of an unusually red colohr. 

When air is much deranged in this disease the pustules^ are of a 
^ark-green, and red colour; or dull, hard, and rough, and are 
accompanied with severe pain. This variety ripens slowly. 

'When bile is deranged, in this disease, severe pain is felt in the 
large and small joints, with cough, shaking, listlessness and languor; 
the palate, lips and tongue are dry with thirst, and no appetite. 
The pustules are red, yellow, and white, and they are accompanied 
With burning pain. This form soon ripens. 

When produced by diseased phlegm the pustules are large, white, 
and shining, with much itching, and less pain than the former kind. 
They ripen" slowly. In this form, some of the general symptoms 
of small-pox are aggravated. There is catarrh with chilliness, 
head-ache, fever, heaviness of the body, nausea, loss of the appetite, 
languor, drowsiness, and the patient sleeps much. 

When blood is deranged diarrhoea, lassitude, and stretching occur ; 
with thirst, laziness, want of appetite, burning over the surface, and 
the mouth becomes ulcerated. The eyes are red, strong fever is 
present, with the symptoms already enumerated under deranged bile. 

When air, bile and phlegm are deranged, in this disease the body 
has a blue colour, and the skin seems studded with rice. The 
pustules become black and flat, are depressed iu the centre, with 
much pain. They ripen slowly, and the discharge is copious, and 
very foetid. 

When air, bile and phlegm are thus deranged the patient is al¬ 
ways dozing, he has no appetite, breathes with difficulty, and is 
drowsy, restless and delirious. This form is cured with much diffi¬ 
culty/and it is called Charmo or fatal form. 

The following are other varieties of Small-pox :— 

1. Measles ( Romdntihd , Ham, B.) is produced hv vitiated phlegm 
and bile, and the symptoms are fever followed by an eruption of 
small red papellse, like the roots of hairs; these appear over the 
body, accompanied with loss of appetite and cough. 

2. Water-pox (' logotoh , Masuri/u't, Pc'tni Basanta, B.) The 
pustules are large, and full of water. In this form the skin is alone 
affected. 

When the blood is particularly affected in small-pox, the pustules 
are of a redder colour, have a thinner cuticle than usual, and quickly 
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ripen. They may generally be cured, but on being opened, should 
blood be discharged, the disease is incurable. 

When the pustules proceed from flesh they are hard and shining, 
they ripen slowly, and the skin covering the part is thick. 1 he 
pain over the body is severe, with listlessness, itchiness of the skin, 
thirst, and fever. 

When the disease is produced by diseased fat , the pustules are 
large, soft, round, and slightly elevated, with severe fever and pain. 
This form is very dangerous, and is accompanied with loss oi sense, 
laziness and stupor. Some strong persons maybe cured ofthis disease. 

When the marrow is particularly diseased, the pustules are very 
small, flat, and slightly elevated and dry. The person is insensible, 
with severe pain of a gnawing kind in the vital parts. This form 
quickly destroys the person. 

When the bones are particularly affected in this disease ; they 
feel pained, as if bored by an iusect. The pustules appear as if 
ripe, small, shining and very tender. The person feels chilly, rest¬ 
less, and delirium occurs, with a burning feeling. 

When semen is affected in this disease, the symptoms are the 
same as when the bones are affected ; and this form is so fatal that 
as soon as a person is affected with it he dies, so that there is no 
time for the pustules appearing. 

These different forms will be known by an experienced physician. 
When small-pox is caused by derangements in the skin, blood, bile, 
or phlegm ; or phlegm and bile, it wity be quickly cured. When air 
or bile ; or phlegm and air; and when the air, bile, and phlegm 
are deranged the disease is incurable. Of the latter kind the erup¬ 
tions are sometimes like coral, or like rose-apple (Jim), oval, like 
the iron weight of a fishing net, or like a grain of linseed. The 
colour of this dangerous form of small-pox varies according to the 
strength of the individual. The other bad symptoms are cough, 
hiccough, coma, fever of a severe kind, delirium, listlessness, and 
thirst. The body remains very hot, blood flows from the moJKh, 
eyes and nose, and there is a gurgling (ghargkari) noise in the 
throat, with difficult and sonorous respiration. Such cases of small¬ 
pox are incurable ; as also those in which great thirst is accompanied 
with difficulty in breathing, which is performed through the mouth. 

Should the elbow, wrists, or axilla swell after the small-pox^ the 
person will be cured with difficulty. 

In Bhdbaprakdsha , a modem compilation, another form of small¬ 
pox is related. It is called Shitald* 

♦The name of the goddess of emall-pox, iromMta, cold, and la, 
which indicates the cold treatment, which is most favourable for the 
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iommences with fever, and the eruptions appear before the 
day, and they maturate before the 14th day. Ir. another week 
they begin to dry. In this compilation, antiphlogistic remedies 
are recommended to be used from the beginning ; and the ashes of 
cowdung is to be rubbed over the body. When the pustules have 
been broken, the person is to drink cold water, and he should 
remain in a cool room. Such a cool regimen, with an airy aud 
clean place to reside in, is all that is required. Febrifuge decoc¬ 
tions are also used to diminish the fever, and various religious 
ceremonies, with prayers and offerings, are used. 

In the other Manuscripts the manner of treating small-pox varies 
according to its nature. In general, the treatment commences with 
rubbing ghee made hot, or warm water over the body, before the 
eruption appears ; an emetic should also be given. 

When the eruption makes its appearance the pustules are rubbed 
over with turmerick, mixed with ghee. Cooling food is recom¬ 
mended, particularly the powder of fried rice and gram, boiled with 
sugar and water. Broths made of the birds, which pick with their 
bills, such as pigeons, &c., are to be used towards the termination 
of the disease. Nothing is said about a hot room, so that we may 
infer that the patient is to reside in an open airy place. Few people 
are allowed to visit the sick person ; dirty people are particularly 
excluded, and no one is allowed to touch the person. It is said to be 
contagious, but as it is generally considered as produced by sin, and 
the Hindus being predestinarians, this property of the disease is 
only casually stated in a few MSS. The treatment of small-pox is 
varied according to the humour particularly deranged. 

The air pox (Bdyu Masiirikd) is to be treated by exhibiting the 
decoction of the powder helamochee with red sandal-wood. In other 
cases a decoction of 

Gulancha, 

Coriander seed, 

PanchanM , 
llama, 

JRAtri , 

TJsJilra, and 

Jjurdlabhd is recommended. 

Two told of each medicine is boiled in a pint of water to -J- ; 
this is given for a dose. The body , is rubbed with ghee, mixed 
with a paste made of the bark of 

cure of the disease. When attacked with the disease, the patient often 
vows to make an offering at the shrine of Shiiuld, and as an earnest of 
that puts some pice into a vessel of water, as she loves every thing col . 
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Madder , (Manjista,) 

Bata, 

Shirisha, 

TJrumborroh, mixed together. 

Kodeero (the leaves of Cakekim) and the leaves of Nim, are ta 
be mixed, formed into a paste, and rubbed over the body. 

When the small-pox is situated in the mouth and throat, gargles 
made of 


Subamamdkshyik, and 
Ddtrifala, Emblic myrabalan, 
are formed into a decoction and taken with honey. 

When affecting the eye, the vapour of a decoction of wheat and 
licquorice is to be used. 

When the pustules are broken and drying up, the powder of the 
ashes of cow-dung, and the ashes of astringent trees, as the bark of 
the catechu tree and bat a. See. are applied. 

The diet in this variety of small-pox should consist of sweet 
articles of food with rice, and broth made of a decoction of peas. 

The treatment of small-pox produced by bile (Pitta Masurikd) 
is at the commencement, the decoction of 
Nim bark, 

Porpotoka, 

Pdta, Patol , 

The red and white sandal-wood, 

Ushira , Hellebore, 

Based, Durulabhd, 

v two tollali of each medicine, to two pints of water, which are to be 
boiled down to one pint. The decoction is to be taken in small 
quantities sweetened. 

In small-pox produced by deranged blood (Raktaja Masurikd) 
blood-letting, and the above decoction are required. 

Small-pox produced by deranged phlegm (Kapha Masurikd) is 
to be treated by a decoction of bitter plants; and the body is to be 
rubbed with the bark of shirisha and urumborroh . 

The treatment of Measles consist in administering the juice of 
the leaves ot sushubi with the powder of haridrd . 

The preventative means to be employed in this disease* are admi- 


* This small-pox is an example of a disease existing for a long 
period in one country, without penetrating into another. It is on this 
account that neither the Greeks nor the Roman authors were acquainted 
with this peculiar, and virulent disease; while the account given above 
proves that it was well known at a very early period in Hindustan. It 
was its frequency which induced the Hiudu physicians to attend to the 
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Bering the powder of tamarind seeds with the powder of turmerick 
a ily in cold water, by which means the person will not be attacked 
with the disease. The juice of plantain tree with white sandal-wood 
and water; or the juice of Passo with licquorice will have the same 
effect. These are to be given likewise when the fever comes to 
check, or diminish the violence of the disease. 


It appears that the Chinese as well as the Hindus were familiar 
with small-pox many centuries before the Arabian physicians de¬ 
scribed it. It was probably conveyed westward by the Persian con¬ 
querors of Hindustan ; which seems to be a further confirmation of 
the country from which it originally came, and the manner in which 
it gradually approached and eventually reached Europe. The dis¬ 
tance and the hot deserts through which the only intercourse for so 
long a period was held, prevented for a time its progress westward ; 
but, as navigation extended, ships from India would frequently 
touch at the Arabian ports of the Persian Gulph, and Red Sea, 
where it seems first to have appeared, A. D. 900. 

The description of the small-pox by Rhazes,* the distinguished 
Arabian physician, first drew the attention of the European phy¬ 
sicians to the disease. 

Some say it was introduced into Arabia in 572, the year that gave 
birth to Mohammad; other testimonies ?eem to accord with the 
statement that it was at the siege of Mecca ( A. D. 569), by Abraham 
that the Arabians were first affected with the disease. 

The conquests of the followers of Mohammad conveyed the dis¬ 
ease to Persia, Syria, and Egypt; and the successful stand made by 
the inhabitants of Constantinople, for some time prevented the 
spread of the disease beyond the Hellespont. So completely does 
this appear to have been the crue, that Honus, a resident physician 
in th.it city in the tenth century, states that neither the small-pox 
nor measles were known in liis time in Constantinople. 

The whole of' the southern coast of the Mediterranean sea had 
been subdued by the Arabians; but, it was not till the commence¬ 
ment of the eighth century that the disease w r as introduced into 
Spaiu by the Moors. 1 lie victorious Saracens overran Spain, cross- 

disease ; and its danger afterwards led them to erect a goddess which 
they now propitiate to prevent, as well as to mitigate, the attack of the 
disease. 

* The translation was printed in England by Dr. Meade, in 17*7 : ae * 
his Works, page 397. 
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the Pyrenese mountains, and inundated the southern provinces 
of France. They were driven back by Charles Martel; but they 
left the small-pox and measles with the conquerors. From this 
source the diseases quickly spread over Europe. 

The Spaniards in their invasion of Hispaniola and Mexico con¬ 
veyed the same diseases to these countries, where it committed the 
most extensive ravages. It would thus appear that the small-pox 
as well as the measles commenced in Asia, and extended to Africa, 
Europe, and the new World. 

Ihe ignorance, however, of the European nations, of the middle 
ages, was such, that they did not record any description of the first 
appearance of this peculiar and fatal disease in their different coun¬ 
tries. It was under the vague name of “ plague” or of “ consuming 
fire,” which was applied to eruptive pestilences in general, that it 
may have been described; we may easily suppose that the great 
mortality which took place on the first introduction of the disease 
must have led the inhabitants to believe that the new disease pro¬ 
ceeded from the anger of an offended deity, inscrutible in his nature, 
and only to be prevented or cured by humiliation and prayers. 
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Order III. 

Acute Rkeumaiism (Ambut ). 

This disease is produced in dispeptic patients who lead a sedentary 
life, taking improper f n od, or are intemperate. All indigestable 
food has this effect; sucli as oleaginous articles, particularly when 
the person, at the same time, takes much exercise. Bv such causes 
the chyle is not properly prepared, and indigested food (Am) is 
formed in the stomach. This Am is carried into the great abdomi¬ 
nal vessels. The deranged chyle produced in this manner, by the 
morbid condition of air, bile, or phlegm is like mucilage, and 
deranges ail tlie abdomen. This (Amras) morbid chyle is the 
cause of all the varieties of this disease. The deranged phlegm 
and air are accumulated in the loins producing pain and rigidity of 
the body, and hence it is called A mb at, (air mixed with morbid 
chyle.) From the loins it extends over all the body. . 

The general symptoms are pain over the body, loss of appetite, 
thirst, want ol appetite, languor, heaviness, fever, and there is a 
deadened sensation of the parts. When this disease is in such an 
aggravated form, it is most difficult to cure. 

When the deranged phlegm and air with the morbid chyle passes 
to the wrist, ankle, neck, hip, knee, loins, it produces a burning 
sensation, much pain, like the bite of the centipede, with swelling. 
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person feels great lassitude with a copious flow of urine; he 
mnot sleep, and complains of pain in the abdomen; and is dis- 
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tressed with thirst, vomiting, giddiness, fainting, pain in the chest, 
costiveness, &c. 


When bile is much deranged in this disease there is a burning 
sensation and redness of the part;—and when air is principally 
deranged, the pain is very severe. When phlegm is much deranged, 
the itching and rigidity of the part is considerable, and it feels as 
if it was covered with a wet cloth. When one humour is alone 
affected, it is curable, when two it is difficult to cure, and when 
three, and the whole body is affected the cure is very difficult, tedi¬ 
ous, and the disease is even fatal in some cases. 

Treatment . This should be commenced with fasting, diaphore¬ 
tics, and bitters, tonics, and stomachics. Heating medicines with 
purgatives and enemas are also of much use in this disease. The 
sand-bath is also used, and on the leaves of the castor-oil plant hot 
sand is to be placed, and this is to be applied to the pained parts. 
The following vapour-bath is also recommended. Steep old rice in 
water until it ferments, the water is then poured off, and the fol¬ 
lowing medicines are put into it: 

The seeds of Dolichos biflorus, (fculattha,) 

Teel seed, (til,) 

The root of the castor-oil shrub. 

Barley, 

Liuseed, 

Boerhavia diffusa alater, (punarnabu.) 

To four seers of water, take a tolah of each of these medicines; 
boil, and in this state place the vessel with the mouth partly closed 
under the chair in which the patient sits, his whole person being 
covered with a thick cloth. Several pots are to be prepared in the 
above manner. He will thus remain for twenty minutes to half an 
hour. 

Several kinds of plasters are likewise used. The following is a 
specimen of this class of medicines. Take of the roots of the 
Abrus precatorius, {llingshiru,) 

Kebuka, 

The Morunga. Guilandina sigrua, 

to be mixed with cow’s urine, and the earth of ant-hills so as to 
form a paste, which is to be applied hot to the affected part. 

For purgatives take half a tol& of 

Convolvulus turpetfaum, ( Teuri,) 

Sixteen rat is of rock salt, 

And & little ginger, 
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with two ounces of conjee water. These are mixed and exhibited 
as a purgative. 


1 ake of ddshamula, (already explained,) 

Minispermum glabrum, ( gulancha ,) 

Castor-oil seeds, 

Erundo and Mimosa octandra, ( rasnd ,) 

Ginger and Finns dcbdaru, ( dehddru ,) 
of each 32 ratis, mix in a pint of water, which is to be boiled down 
to a cpiaitei of a pint. Take this twice a day for seven days, 
the tonic and stimulating decoction is prepared by mixing together 
the roots and seeds of long-pepper, the roots of Piper chavya 
(chabya ), Plumbago, and dry ginger ; of each 32 ratis. They are to 
be put into a pint of water, and boiled down to a quarter of a pint. 
Take this twice a day.* 

Diet. In this disease the patola , the fruit of the Trichosanthes 
dioica, old rice, barley, and a kind of pea (mugh)> is also used, 
(Chanda). Sushruta recommends the patient to wear a warm 
dress, and to reside in a warm close room. 


Order IV. 

StUellings, (Shotha.) 

Under this head is considered swelliugs of different kinds. When 
air is deranged, and mixes with the diseased blood, bile, and phlegm, 
it conveys them to the external parts ot the body, stops the air- 
vessels, and their contents, which accumulate, and produce swel¬ 
lings. 

This disease is caused by great fatigue in walking, with fasting ; 
by eating much indigestable cakes, sour articles of food, vegetables, 
or clay; by salt, which debilitates the humours, and by other 
indigestable, or unhealthy articles of food and mixtures. In other 
cases it is produced by leading a sedentary life, personal neglect of 
medicines, uncleanness, injuries to vital parts, untimely parturition, 
the improper use ot emetics and purgatives, and piles. These cause 
a swelling of the body, which is accompanied with pain and heavi¬ 
ness, restlessness, heat, and discolouration of the body. 

According to Chavaha there nro nine varieties oi Sot Hah } three 
being produced by air, bile, aud phlegm, when affected separately l 


* Charaka. 
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when two humours are deranged ; one when three are deranged 
at the same time ; one when caused by an injury, and one by poison. 
Sushruta does not allow that three varieties are produced by the 
combination of two diseased humours ; and consequently, considers 
this disease as having only five varieties produced by general, and 
one by a local, or accidental cause. 

1. When air is deranged the swelling passes from one part to 
another, the skin is thin, the surface dry and soft, of a red or black 
colour, with dullness of feeling. The parts when pressed pit, but 
they recover the level on the pressure being removed. The symp¬ 
toms increase in the day time. 

2. When the swelling is produced by deranged bile the swell¬ 
ing is moist, and has a bad smell, is of a yellow, red, and black 
colour, produces various kinds of pain, and ripens soon. In such 
cases the body is soon fatigued, the patient is feverish, perspires 
much, complains of thirst, and dullness, the pulse is very frequent, 
his eyes of a red colour, and the pain is severe. 

3. Phlegm. Dropsy is characterized by always remaining in 
one place, is of a yellowish pale, and shining colour, is cold and 
hard, and painfully itchy. The patient has no appetite, and cough 
is discharged from the mouth and nose, the person is always sleepy, 
the swelling and the internal heat are diminished, and when the 
disease occurs it causes much uneasiness to the person, and is 
cured slowly. Pressure does not diminish this variety, the symp¬ 
toms of which increase at night. 

4. 5, 6, 7. When two of the above humours are deranged, the 
symptoms of both forms of the two humours, stated above, are 
present; and when three are deranged, all the symptoms are present 
in the separate varieties. 

8. Accidental Sivellings (Abhighdtaja shotha), when the body 
is wounded by a cutting instrument, by injuries ; or when bruised by 
an accident, breathing cold air, and the air of the ocean is of much 
use. The vapour or juice of the marking-nut (bhalldtaka) applied 
to the body, or rubbing the part with cowach (kapikachchhu) will be 
of use. These produce swelling, heat, ami redness, accompanied with 
the other symptoms of diseased bile. Had water, either drank, 
or with which the body is washed, produces such swellings of 
parts. 


0. Dishaja-ahotha. When the poison of any animal is taken by 
the month, is introduced into the system hy a wound, or by contact; 
\\hen in imp is applied to a wound, or the person wears a cloth that is 
duly, is covered with excrement, or he breathes air coming from a 
poisonous tree it produces this form of swelling. The application 
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powder of different poisonous articles, or of certain animals 
"walking over the body, produce the same effect: Thus if frogs, 
&c. discharge their urine upon a part, it swells. The poison is 
either discharged from the trunk, teeth, or nails of the animal into 
the wound. By such causes the part swells, becomes pendulous, 
and is accompanied with pain. These swellings are soft, rise quick¬ 
ly, and are not fixed in one place, hut move about. Sometimes they 
are quickly produced, and increase downwards ( distid) ; and are 
very hot, and painful. When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged in 
the stomach ( dtndsiya ), the swelling occurs in the head and upper 
extremities, when deranged in the small intestines (pankashaija), 
the swelling will occur in the trunk, and when in the rectum (an* 
daka) } the swelling will occur in the lower extremities. When air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged over the body, it will swell the 
whole body, and pass from one part to another, 
to another. 

When the swelling occurs in the trunk of the body it will be 
cured with difficulty, and also when the swelling is over the body. 
When the upper or lower half of the body is affected the disease 
is dangerous, or when the swelling proceeds proximated from the 
part first affected. 

The swelling will not be cured when the person breathes with 
noise and difficulty, when accompanied with thirst, vomiting, 
weakness, hiccough and fever, and when he has no appetite, and is 
affected with diarrhoea vnd severe pain (M). Such a diseased 
person will die. When the swelling commences in the feet of the 
male, or in the face of the female, both are very dangerous. It is 
also very dangerous in both sexes, when the swelling is about the anus. 

When the swelling is recent, with no bad symptoms, it will be 
cured. When the throat and vital parts are swelled with much 
pain; or when it attack infants, or old persons, or very weak 
persons, the disease will be fatal. 

Treatment . In tliis disease sour and salt food are to be avoided; 
curdled milk, jagary, fat, milk, wine, oil, ghee, unleavened bread, 
and all indigestible kinds of food are to be avoided ; the per¬ 
son should also avoid sleeping during the day, as also broths made 
of the flesh of domestic animals, andvenery. When the deranged air 
produces this disease, medicines for curing air are to be exhibited ; 
such as castor oil, or the powder of the bark of the root of Teurl 
(Convolvulus turpetlmm). r I hose purgative* are to he repeated at 
intervals for a fortnight, or a month. 

When bile is deranged, ghee prepared with a decoction of as¬ 
tringent medicines, such as the bark of nyogrodka (Ficus lndica), 
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^ ;her such medicines arc to be used. When phlegm is much 
iged take prepared ghee in a decoction of the Cassia fistula, 
and medicines with the like qualities. 

Besides the above remedies the following general indications of 
treatment are followed:—Different preparations of Iron are used. 
In like manner equal quantities of marabuline and jagary arc exhibi¬ 
ted daily; or dry-ginger, black and long pepper, with saltpetre, 
and the oxide of iron, in equal parts, are to be mixed with cow’s 

urine, and are to be exhibited daily. 

Diet. The diet is to consist of barley, with the decoction of mudga 
(a kind of pea), and flour; no salt nor ghee is to be used. 

The warm bath, with a decoction of nim leaves, (Meiia azadirachta,) 
arka (Calotropis gigantca), the leaves of hog-weed (barsMbhu), is to 
be applied to the swelled parts. 

Various kinds of external medicines are applied to dry up the 
swelling. Such as mustard powder, rock salt, (Lea liirta) sdngxts- 
ta. For the same reason strong purgatives and emetics are occa¬ 
sionally used. General bleeding is useful when the disease occurs 
without the presence of any other disease. 

The juices of several roots mixed with recent cow-dung are 
recommended to be rubbed over the swelled part. In the same 
manner irritating substances arc applied to the swelled part to 
disperse it. 

In other cases milk is heated, and the mouth of the pot with the 
hot milk is applied over the swelled part. 

It is always proper to give oliaginous substances internally, to 
promote perspiration, and to rub the above mixtures externally 
over the part. 


Order V. 

Great Fatness, (Medah.) 

Cause. When persons remain without exercise, sleep during the 
day, take too much ghee, milk, and preparations of sweetmeats, rice, 
and different kinds of indigestable cakes, the chyle becomes oily, 
and sweeter than natural, and as it circulates it produces fatness. It 
is accompanied by the following symptoms -.—The person feels a 
difficulty of breathing, thirst, is not sensitive, is always sleepy and 
uneasy, and cannot excite the body or work; such a person has 
always a good appetite, his perspiration has a disagreeable sme 1, 
he lias less inclination for women. lie speaks indistinctly ; au the 
other essential parts of the body are not nourished. 1 he fat is 
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idone inflamed, and such a person usually dies of diabetis, carbunc 
fever, fistula-ih-ano, or large internal abscesses. He is also subject 
to disease of the air (bdyii), and ^ ie diseases he may contract are 
always severe. When such a disease occurs, he should avoid the 
causes of fatness; and should also take different preparations of 
iron with cow’s urine. 

The powder of bitumen with cow’s urine is exhibited in this 
disease. Guyuli (Amyris agallochum) and the sulphurate of an¬ 
timony is recommended internally, with honey and water, barley, 
muyh (a kind of pea), and other kinds of dry tonic food. Exercise, 
enemas, with tonics, and those medicines which make the body 
thin should be used. 


(St 


Order VI. 

Emaciation y (Kdrsa.) 

If a person takes dry food which does not contain much nourish¬ 
ment, as astringent and pungent kinds of food, much exercise, and 
venery, they produce emaciation; if he indulges in too much study, 
fear, grief, thinking, watching at night, or food in small quantities, 
the chyle is formed and absorbed in small quantities, does not circulate 
and nourish all parts of the body, and produces emaciation. In 
such a state the person becomes weak and cannot bear hunger or 
thirst, heat or cold, currents of air, or rain. Such a person is 
liable to the attacks of nervous diseases, or diseases of air; 
and will die of asthma, consumption, acitis, despepsia, giilma 
heematemesis, or lioemopysis.—Such a person has severe attacks 
of diseases. 

Treatment. Such a person should use milk, ghee, animal and 
sweet articles of food, with barley, and flour. He should sleep in 
the day time, avoid venery, and not work much. The powder of 
poischia y asuganda, biddri , shatdbariy balta , and ndyaballa, arc used 
as tonics, with alteratives. 


Order VII. 

Burning of the Body, (1Wia.) 

This is generally a symptomatic disease attended with fever. 
The blood of the whole body is affected in this disease, the 
body becomes hot, and the patient complains of a burning sen¬ 
sation over the body, as if hot charcoal was applied to the surface 
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ich becomes of a reel colour like copper. The eyes of such a 
person are red, and his breath is like hot iron. 

There are seven forms of this disease, one being produced by 
bile, another by blood, the third by external injury of the trunk, 
the fourth by not quenching thirst, the fifth by the injury of vital 
parts, the sixth by excess in drinking, and the seventh by the loss 
of the essential parts of the body, as chyle, blood, &c. 

1 and 2. When produced by bile it is accompanied with fever. 
When blood is affected the body, eyes, &c. become red, and he com¬ 
plains of a burning sensation over the body. 

3. When any viscus is injured, and is filled up with blood, 
and affects a ddha which is difficult to cure. 

4. When produced by excessive drinking the internal heat 
comes out externally, and is increased by the derangement of bile 
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and blood. It then produces great burning of the body. 

5. If a foolish person does not drink water, when he is very 
thirsty, the watery part of the body is diminished ; and the internal 
heat is increased, producing a burning of the external and internal 
parts of the body ;—his throat, palate, tongue and lips, become 
dry, and the tongue protrudes, with shaking of the body. 

6. When the essential fluids of the body are diminished by 
any cause, as an excess in venery, too much exercise, copious eva¬ 
cuation of any of the fluids, the body feels very hot, and the patient 
faints, has much thirst, his voice becomes low and altered, he 
cannot move his body, and soon dies. 

7. When any vital part is injured, as the bladder, heart, or 
brain, it produces a burning sensation over the body which is incu¬ 
rable. 

When the body feels cold to another while the patient is suffering 
from an internal burning, it is always a very unfavourable symptom 
in this kind of disease. 

Treatment . Take clarified old ghee and the flowers of barley, mix 
them well together, and rub it over the body. In old cases, water 
with vinegar should be applied to the body. Cloths wet in old 
and fermenting rice-water. In other cases sandal-wood reduced to a 
paste between two stones, with which the root of the Andropogon 
muricatum, a fragrant grass, is to be mixed and applied over the 
body. 

The free use of the jHinf > is likewise recommended, and the 
patient should sleep or lie upon the leaves of the water-lily or 
plantain, and use the cold bath. He should take internally the juice 
of the sugar-cane, and different kinds of sharbats, the decoction of 
the stalk of the water-lily, a sort of fennel (Anethum panmorium), 
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riander seed, Emblice, myrabolan, and the fragrant wood of 
the padmakdsntha , of each 32 ratis : boil in a pint of water so as 
to reduce it to half a pint, which is to be taken two or three times 
a day. Other antiphlogistic means are likewise recommended. 

Burning of the feet (puda-ddha) is a variety of this order ; 
and is a peculiar, severe and very untractable disease of India. In 
the treatment it is recommended that leeches should be applied to 
the feet, with the continued application of the mixture* of masura 
(Ervum hirsutum). This is rubbed between two stones with water 
and applied to the feet. Butter is likewise recommended to be 
rubbed on the feet, which are then to be brought near the fire. 
With these meaus the usual treatment of bdta-rakta (slight 
leprosy) is to be followed. 


Order VIII. 

Jaundice , ( Pdndu .) 

This disease is produced by excesses in venery, eating earth, 
sour or salt food, or drinking much vine. It is likewise produced 
by sleeping during the day, and eating very hot things, which 
derange the air, bile, and phlegm. 

There are five kinds of this disease produced by deranged air, 
bile, or phlegm; when these three are deranged together, and when 
produced by eating earii, especially chalk. When the air, bile, or 
phlegm are diseased, they derange the blood; and produce the pale 
or yellowish white colour of the skin. Before the disease appears 
the skin feels as if pinched, the sputa is red, the person caunot do 
any work, and has a desire to eat earth; his eyelids swell, the dejec¬ 
tions and urine are yellow, and whatever is eaten is not digested. 

1. When air is deranged producing this disease, the skin, urine, 
and eyes, or other parts, are rough, dark-coloured, and brown- 
ish with shaking, pain over the body, and the dejections and urine 
are constipated, with giddiness. 

2. When the bile is deranged, the urine, dejectiops, and eyes 
are of a yellow colour, the body is hot, with thirst, and tever, there 
are frequent dejections, and the surface of the body is very yellow. 

3. Phlegm. In this form the phlegm proceeds from the mouth 
and nose, the person often dozes and complains oi lassitude and 
heaviness of the body; the skin, eyes, and face are of a whitish 
colour ; the urine is also pale. 

* Rather plaster, as it is thick, is spread over the part and allowed 
to remain. 
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. When the air, bile and phTkgm are at the same time derang¬ 
ed, there is fever, no appetite, retching and vomiting, the person 
complains of thirst, and the body feels painful and tired. When 
such a person is very weak and insensible tbe person will die. 

5. When produced by eating earth there are three kinds; one 
deranging the air, another tbe bile, and a third the phlegm. 
Astringent earth (kasdya mritikd) also deranges air; salt-earth 
(usara), deranges bile; and sweet-earth ( madhura ), deranges the 
phlegm . When earth deranges the elements of the body, and 
whatever is eaten remains undigested, the blood which is formed 
stops the mouths of the vessels of the intestines that carry the 
chyle, blood, &c., and they derange the senses. The strength of 
the body is impaired, and the surface becomes pale and yellow, 
and it produces dispepsia. In this form of Jaundice the person 
feels drowsiness, languor, cough, has-difficulty inbreathing, pain 
in the belly, and feels no appetite : his cheeks and eyelids swell, 
also the legs, umbilicus, and penis; diarrhoea occurs, and the de¬ 
jections are as if they consisted of a mixture of blood and phlegm, 
with worms. 

Prognosis. When there is much fever with dispepsia, nausia, vomit¬ 
ing, thirst, and languor occur; when the person is very weak and 
insensible, or when caused by the derangement of the three hu¬ 
mours, or when very chronic, with rough skin and swelling over 
the body the prognosis will be unfavourable. Should the patient 
see every thing yellow' he will not soon get .veil. When constipa¬ 
ted, when the dejections are yellow and mixed with bile, when 
accompanied with diarrhoea and much fever, restless and thirst, and 
when the eyes, teeth and nails become yellow, the prognosis must 
be unfavourable. In like manner, when tbe extremities are swollen, 
and the trunk is thin, or when the trunk is swollen and the extre¬ 
mities are small; or when there is much swelling about the anus, 
penis and scrotum, the prognosis must be guarded. When the 
patient suffers much, when senseless, or when attacked at the same 
time with dysentery and fever, such patients the physician should 
not treat. 

A variety of Jaundice is named kdmald, which is produced by 
eating much sour, salt, and other indigcstable articles of food after 
an attack of Jaundice. In this case the bile is much affected, and 
produces yellowness, particularly of the face, accompanied with drow¬ 
siness, loss of strength, and the otiier symptoms above stated. 

If in kdmald there is swelling and pain in tbe joints, then it is 
called kumbhakdmald (from kumbha, a water-pot, and kdmald , Jaun- 
^ ce )» In this case the dejections and urine are of a dark or 
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^y^cxlow colour ; the body is swelled, and the eyes and mouth are of a 
red colour. When vomiting tabes place the matter vomited is of a 
red colour, as also the dejections and urine. 

In some cases the patient is delirious, his body is hot, he has no 
appetite, is thirsty, and the dejections and urine become constipated: 
such cases are unfavourable. In other cases the person dozes, and the 
internal fire and the understanding, are much affected. Such persons 
will soon die ; as will be the case when there is vomiting with no appe¬ 
tite, fever, debility, noise in breathing, cough, and frequent dejections. 

Another form of Jaundice is called Halimaka or Ldcorokaha. 
This variety is produced by air and bile, and is characterized by fever, 
pain over the body, giddiness, languor, drowsiness, emaciation of 
the body, with the symptoms of the from of Jaundice produced by 
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air and bile. 

The Treatment of Jaundice should be commenced by exhibiting 
several doses of mild purgatives, and emetics. The purgatives 
usually consist of Cassia fistula, or myrobalan with sugar. Before 
taking these he is to eat freely of ghee, which has been boiled in 
turmerick. The patient’s body should be anointed with oil, after 
he has taken the above mixture for several days, and it has 
acted freely; the next object is to discharge impurities from the 
head by means of errhines with glysters: such as the powder of 
the oxide of iron, with ginger, black and long pepper, with biranga . 
It is also recommended to give the fccces of the goat, mixed with 
black salt ( bitlavan ), and turmerick. These are made into a powder 
with honey, and taken frequently, for several days. A quarter 
or half a told of the powder of the bark of Convolvulus turpetkum 
(teuri ) may also be exhibited in sugar, as a purgative. A wine 
produced by fermented sugar is also to be used in this disease. 
Butter-milk and rice must be taken for a long time, as they will 
improve the appetite, and cure the disease. The patient should 
also take broths prepared with venison and prunes. 

If air, bile, and phlegm are much deranged, medicines to cure these 
are to be given with the other remedies. If the patient, along with 
the above symptoms, has swelling of the anus, penis, and scrotum, 
and is senseless, with dysentery and fever, he is not to be treated. 

In the form of Jaundice, called kumbha kaldma , the rust of iron 
is recommended to be heated to a white heat, eight times, and each 
time it is to be thrown into the urine of the cow. This is then 
powdered, and taken with honey in doses of about half a dram. 

In the variety of Jaundice called Halimaka prepared ghee 
with the juice of raisins, Minispermum gJabrum (gulancha), and 
myrobalan (dmlaki), is often used with advantage. 

2 f 
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Order IX. 

Nervous Diseases , (Bata By a did.) 



These diseases are produced by the continued use of dry, cold, 
or light articles of food, taken in unusually small quantities ; exces¬ 
sive venery, and watching ; improper and violent exercise ; fasting ; 
and copious discharges of blood, or other evacuations. They are 
also produced by much jumping, swimming, or fighting, wear¬ 
ing wet cloths, or wanting to do impossibilities, as raising 
weights, &c. Any cause producing the absorption of parts by 
which the individual is weakened, and swoons ; too much thinking, 
sorrow, grief, fear, and other diseases producing emaciations ; sleep¬ 
ing uncomfortably during the day, or in an unusual position ; anger, 
or not attending to the calls of nature ; the accumulation of indiges- 
table food, or certain injuries of vital parts, produce these diseases. 
They are also caused by the person failing from a height, by riding 
very fast on an elephant, horse, or camel, or whatever goes very 
fast. These causes derange air, filling the empty vessels iu one 
part, or over all the body, and thus produce the symptoms of the 
disease. 

When air is so deranged it produces the following symptoms : 
the muscles of the small joints are contracted with rigidity, and 
cannot be moved. These symptoms are accompanied with so much 
pain, that they eem as if broken by force. The skin becomes rough, 
the person speaks nonsense, and complains of pain in the joints of 
the hand, back, and head ; he cannot sleep, nor walk with vigour, 
and is deformed, and the members become thin. When women 
are so affected, they have miscarriages, and it diminishes the semen, 
and stops menstruation. The parts affected shake, there is no 
feeling in the part, the person has severe pain in the head, and 
no smell; the eyes become dry and dull, and a painful weight 
is felt in the pit of the stomach, aud stiffness of the nape of the 
neck. These symptoms are accompanied with spasm of different 
parts, with loss of sense aud great fatigue. 

These different causes, and the different parts of the body affected, 
produce various forms of the disease. When the air is deranged in the 
abdomen, the dejections and urine are constipated, pain is felt in the 
abdomen and its sides, and diseases of the heart, hysteria ( gulma ), 
and piles ( arsha ), are produced. When air is deranged generally 
there is much pain over the body, which shakes with pain in the 
joints. They feel as if broken. When situated in the pelvis it stops 
the usual evacuations, with great pain, and flatulency, aud produces 
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tfpel, and the stone. In women it produces deformities in 
tus, and.the plurality of children. When air is deranged in the 
anus, the legs, thighs, os coccyyus , hands, and breast are painful, and 
the body is thin. When deranged air is situated in the stomach , the 
sides, back, scrobiculus cordis, and navel are painful, with thirst, 
belching, and cholera; the person complains of cough, and the 
throat and mouth are dry, with asthma. When air is deranged 
in the small intestines ( pankdshay ), they make a noise, with scanty 
dejections, and little urine. Such a person has uneasy clioliky 
pains in the abdomen, with pain in the lower part of the back. 

When air is deranged in the organs of sense it destroys their 
functions. When deranged in the shin it becomes dry, rough, and 
has no feeling ; has a black colour, and is painful. In some cases 
it is stretched over the body without wrinkles, and is of a red 
colour, accompanied with pains in the joints, and slight chops in 
the skin over the body. 

When air is deranged in the bloody great pain is felt in the body 
which is hot, and the colour of the skin is unnatural. The body 
is thin, the person has no appetite, and the skin has red eruptions 
over it, and after eating the body is unwieldy, and the person cannot 
work. When air is deranged in the flesh or fat the body is heavy, 
with pain, as if beaten with a stick, and the person is much fa¬ 
tigued. 

When air is deranged in the bones and marrow the long bones and 
joiuts are very painful; his strength and flesh become diminished ; 
the person has no sleep, and pain is very severe and continued. 

When air is deranged in the semen it is quickly discharged, or is 
constipated, and in women it retains the foetus long in the uterus, or 


abortions are produced. The semen in such cases has an unusual 
colour, and produces twins. 

When air is deranged in the vessels it produces painful contraction, 
or fulness of the vessel. 

When air is deranged in the nerves (tendons ?) the whole body 
may be diseased, or it may be confined to one situation. It produ¬ 
ces episthotouos, with lameness, spasm, and cramps of the 1 leg, with 
hemiplegia. 

W hen in theyo?7i&? it produces swellings, and pain in the joints. 

W hen the vital air (prdn bayu ), which is situated m the thorax, is 
deranged with bile, it produ.es vomiting with a burning sensation of 
the parts. When this air is mixed with phlegm it produces weakness, 
debility, langour, and drowsiness; and the taste for food is deranged.' 

Vital air in the throat (t iridn bayu), when mixed with bile pro¬ 
duces great heat in the body, swooning, fainting, and languor. 


n mixed with phlegm there is no perspiration, horripilation is 
felt over the body ; the person becomes melancholy, nas little inter¬ 
nal heat in the stomach, and the body feels cold. 

Vital air in the umbilical region (samdna bdyu), when mixed 
with bile, produces much perspiration, a burning sensation of the 
body, fainting, and swooning. When mixed with phlegm constipa¬ 
tion of the dejections and urine, and a state of goose-skin over the 
surface may be remarked. 

Vital air in the anus ( apdna bdyu). When mixed with bile the 
bodv is very hot, or is only slightly warm, and the urine is bloody. 
When mixed with phlegm the person has a sense of heaviness in 
the lower part of the trunk, and the body feels cold. 

Vital air over the body (byan bdyu), when mixed with bile the 
body is very hot, and there are convulsions of the extremities, with 
great fatigue. When mixed with phlegm the person remains stupid, 
and rigid, and he feels pain, and swelling of the body. 

Different varieties of nervous diseases are thus supposed to be pro¬ 
duced by the derangements of the air (bdyu). In Bhdbaprakdsha 
eighty varieties are described. The following may be considered the 
most important:— 

1. When air is much deranged, and passes into the different 
vessels of the body it produces contractions of the body. This 
form is called akhyepaka , or spasmodic convulsions. 

2. When air is deranged, and rises from its situation, it pro¬ 
duces pain in the chest, head, and temples. The body and mem¬ 
bers are bent like a bow ; and it produces convulsions. The person 
has difficulty in breathing, the eyes are fixed and shut. The person 
moans, and has little sense. This form is called apatantraka or rigid 
spasms. In this disease the body is drawn up either backwards 
or forwards, or to either side. 

3. When the eye remains fixed, with loss of sense, the person 
makes a peculiar noise, the air is dislodged from the chest with relief, 
and is followed by weakness of the senses : it is called ddruna or 
apantdnaka . 

4. When air is mixed with phlegm, and is situated in the 
vessels, the person is rigid like a stick, hence its name is dandd - 
patdnaka. 

5. When the body is bent like a bow it is crdled dhanustambha. 

6. When the dir is deranged in the fingers, ankles, belly, chest, 
or neck, the air contracts the nerves of these parts, and forces the 
body forward, accompanied with Tetanus, and vomiting of phlegm; 
the eyes arc fixed, and severe pain is felt in the sides: this form is 
called dmbotreama „ 
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^7- When the air affects the veins of the back it produces apos- 
•otonas (bdjhyd-dma) ; this form is incurable, as the breast and 
back joints are broken by the violence of the symptoms. This 
variety of the disease is produced by external injuries, in miscarri¬ 
ages, and great hemorrhages. 

8. Pakhydghdta (paralysis, hemiplegia.) There are two varieties 
of this disease, one affecting one side of the body, and another af¬ 
fecting one half of the body taken transversely. When air affects 
the vessels and nerves of one side, it produces this disease ; when 
the person loses the power of that part, which is without feeling, 
and with loseness of the joints. When deranged air alone produces 
hemiplegia ,, the disease will be cured with difficulty. When air and 
bile, or air aud phlegm produce this disease it may be cured; but 
when there is great weakness of the essential parts of the body, as 
after hemorrhagia in parturition or injuries, the disease is incurable. 

9. When all the body is palsied it is called sarbdnga-rog . 
When air and bile are both deranged, it produces great heat of the 
body, and fainting. When air is deranged with phlegm, the body 
is cold, is swelled, and heavy. 

10. Arddata , or hanustambha, (Tetanus and Trismus ?) When 
the air is deranged by a person speaking very loud, or by eating 
large mouthfuls of meat, or hard things, or laughing much, or 
gaping or sleeping uncomfortably, or bearing heavy weights, it 
affects the lower jaw or half the face aud neck, which it draws later¬ 
ally, and the head shakes. The person cannot speak, there is a 
deformity of the eye, nose, mouth, and neck, with pain in these 
parts, as also in the chin and teeth, and the senses are in an unheal¬ 
thy state. The dangerous symptoms of this disease are when the 
person is weak, the pain severe, and he cannot move his eyelids, 
nor speak distinctly; when the mouth is turned to one side, and 
with the shakiug of the part of the body, as the head, has continued 
for three or more years. In all these spasmodic diseases the symp¬ 
toms for a time disappear, and again recur. 

11. Sometimes while cleaning the tongue with the tongue-scraper, 
when eating dry mul hard food, or by external injury, the air is 
deranged in the joiuts of the jaw, and are sometimes dislocated, 
when the mouth remains open. In other cases the jaw is locked, 
when the patient is unable to speak or eat. 

12. "\\ hen sleeping in the day time, especially in an unnatural 
attitude, or when regarding intensely an object above the person, 
air may be so deranged, and mixed with phlegm as to produce the ’ 
stiffness of the neck, which remains straight and rigid. This is 
called manydstambha, 
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13. When the air affects the nerve of the tongue, it becomes 
rigid and immoveable, and the person cannot speak, eat, or drink. 
This disease is named jihwdstambha, 

14. When air enters the blood-vessels of the head, the vessels 
becomes dry, black, and painful, producing liead-ache or the disease 
called shirograha. 

15. When air attacks the buttocks, back, loins, hip, thigh, 
knees, legs, and feet, it produces pain in these parts; passes from 
one to the other, often without the pain being properly defined. In 
other cases the affected parts shake ; sometimes when air is mixed 
with phlegm it produces heaviness of the part, dispepsia and drow¬ 
siness. This variety is called gridhrasi. 


16. BishwdchL When air affects the tendons of the back of the 
hand and arm, it produces this disease, in which there is no motion 
in the hand or arm. 

17. When air and blood are changed in a part, it swells with 
severe pain. In this manner the knee-joint may be affected, and 
become large, like a jackal’s head. This disease is called kustaka - 
shirsha . 


18. When air is deranged in the sides of the thighs, it draws 
the tendons of these parts, which contract, and the person walks 
feebly. This disease is called khanja. 

19. If both sides are affected the person cannot walk, this 
disease is called pangu. 

20. W hen in walking the person limps, his body shakes, or as if 
the person was walking over kaldi, a kind of pea, and is feeble, it 
is called kalaskhanja (chorea sanctir viti).* In this disease the parts 
seem as if loosened from their natural binding. The disease is 
characterized by the person feeling in the commencement' a trem¬ 
bling or shivering sensation through his body, accompanied with 
a dimness of sight, and a pain in the neck, jaw, or teeth, or of 
the part affected. These symptoms are followed by involuntary 
twitching of the head, neck, and jaw, often of one side, especially 
of one leg. The patient speaks indistinctly, and then the involuntary 
motions extend to the whole voluntary muscles of progression, 
producing a dancing motion. W hen the disease extends over the 
body, and has continued long, it is considered incurable. Its existing 
cause is considered to be irregularity in the bowels from eating 
indigestable food, too much walking or laughing, carrying great 
loads, &c. 


* In some Sanskrit works the term Ardita is given to this disease, 
and others apply the term Ardita to Tetanus and Trismus, 
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yA 1. When the ankle joint is strained in walking it produces 
pain in the ankle with stiffness, it is called bdtakantaka. The 
pain resembling that of a thorn piercing the flesh. 

22. Air, bile, and blood accumulated in the feet produce a 
burning sensation of the part, particularly when the person is walk¬ 
ing, it is called pddadaha. This is one of the most distressing 
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and intractable diseases peculiar to this country. It is called 


“ Fever in the feet.” 


23. When phlegm and air are deranged in the two feet they 

become cold, with insensibility, as when sitting very long in a par¬ 
ticular position, when the leg feels dead with a disagreeable numb 
feeling. It is called (foot numbness) ; and is a frequent 

complaint among the natives, from their sitting on the ground, in 
often constrained positions. 

24. When air is deranged in the shoulder-joint, it dries the liga¬ 
ments and tendons of the part. They are contracted, and the arm 
becomes fixed. It is called apabdliuka, or stiff arm. 

25. When the air is mixed with phlegm, and enters into the 
air-vessels ( dhamam ) the person cannot speak, or speaks slowly, 
and indistinctly. This disease is called muka (dumbness), and 
minmina and gadgada (indistinct speech). 

26. When pain commences from the bowels and bladder, and 
passes to the anus and urinary passages, producing great pain in 
these parts, which feel as if torn asunder, the disease is called tunie. 

27. AY hen it commences from the anus and urinary passages, and 
passes up to the intestines with great violence, it is called pratunie. 

28. Swelling and pain, with a rumbling noise of the abdomen, 
produced by the air being confined in the abdomen, is called 
ddhydna , or drumb-belly. 

29. When the swelling is confined to the stomach with pain 
and noise, it is called pratyddhydna ; and is produced by the air 
being mixed with phlegm. 

30. When a hard oblong swelling is felt under the navel, which 
passes from one part to another, or rests stationary, and becomes 
prominent, and air, urine, and dejections are constipated, it is 
called ashthild or bdtushthild . 

31. AA hen the hard swelling is longitudinal, and is accompani¬ 
ed with much pain, and the urine and dejections are constipated, 
it is c?d\.^dpratasktkild. These derangements of air produce diseases 
in various situations; when deranged in the bladder, it causes the 
stoppage of urine, &c. 

32. When air is deranged in the head, it is always shaking. 
The disease is called bapati . 
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3. When air is affected in the feet, legs, thighs, and wrist, it 
produces spasm and is called kuli. The other diseases of air are 
named according to the part particularly affected. In all these 
nervous diseases it is of importance that the Physician observe 
whether the symptoms of bile and phlegm. &c. are present, as they 
will affect his prognosis, and treatment. In lianugraha (lock-jaw), 
ardito (or paralysis of the face), akhepoM (spasmodic diseases), 
pakhydghdta (hemiplegia), apatdnaka (epilepsy), our prognosis 
may be rather favourable, wdien the person is strong, the disease is 
recent, and is not accompanied with any bad symptoms. This is 
particularly the case w r hen the patient is rich, as the treatment 
will generally be tedious. 

The unfavourable symptoms are when the disease is accompanied 
with erysepelas (bisarjw), or with severe burning sensations, with 
great heat and pain, as if the body was torn, and with constipation, 
fainting, and loss of appetite, or when the digcstioii is very weak. 
In such cases the patient will die. This disease is also dangerous 
when the person is swollen, when the parts are without feeling, and 
are accompanied with flatulency and shaking of the body, with great 
pain and weakness. 

Should the air not be deranged, and be confined to its usual 
situation, the person will live for a hundred years free from disease. 


Treatment of Nervous diseases. 

After distinguishing the disease, the next object is to find out 
the proper remedies for it, and how to exhibit them. When this 
is not attended to, the practitioner’s reputation, and his income 
will be diminished ; and if he does not use remedies on the disco¬ 
very of the disease, it will be like a plant, which at first was easily 
removed, but when allowed to enlarge, and take deep root, it is 
removed with great difficulty. In nervous diseases oily enemas 
are to be used several times a day, and the body is to be frequent¬ 
ly anointed with a mixture of 

Kumkuma , saffron, 

Agura, Acquilaria agallocha, 

Kushtha , (Costus speciosus,) 

2 agar a, (Tabernoemontana coronaria,) 
nnd other stimulants. Preparations of milk are also much used 
in this class of disease. The following mixture is often used. 
Tnke equal parts of panchamula , or (bilwa), sho.idka, gambit dri, 
pdtald, and ganikdrika, form a decoction ; or take with a decoction 
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of Coriander seed, or Kakalaidi; a mixture of various 
stimulants and antispasmodic medicines ; such as— 


Kdkolly (berry of the Calculus Indicus,) 

KsMra kakoli , (resembles squill, and is often sold as such,) 
Mudgaparni, (Phaseolus Trilobus,) 

Mdsaparnl, (Glycine debilis,) 

Chinrahu, (Minispermum glabmm,) 

CarJcatashringi, (the root of the Momordica mixta, (?) &c.) 

AV hen the joint is contracted mix together oil, ghee, the fat of 
animals, and the flesh of the crocodile, and turtle. Boil together for 
some time, and then let it be frequently applied warm to the parts. 
When there is much spasm, apply the mixture with a piece of 
cloth. Hot baths with hot douches, and shampooing are also of 
much use. Oily purgatives are useful, and hot oil in bladders is 
to be applied to the head, when there is head-ache. Emetics, and 
leeches to the part, are also recommended. Several aromatic, and 
anodyne substances with ghee are to be smoked or inhaled, Er- 
rhines of different kinds, made with prepared oil and ghee, arc 
also used. 

In this class of diseases the diet should consist of milk, with 
broth and meat, and sweet and acid fruits. 

The person should wear warm woollen or cotton clothes, and the 
room should be in the centre of the house, cool, without any cur- 
* rents ot air. I he bed should be comfortable, and have soft cushions ; 
and the person must-avoid intemperance in eating and drinking, and 
intercourse with females. 

When the air is deranged in the stomach, he should take equal 
parts (half a told) of the powder of 

Chitraka , (the root of Plumbago zeylanica,) 

Indrajaba , (seed of the Wrightea antedysenterica,) 

JPdtd, (Cissampelos hexandra,) 

Katukd , (Hellebore,) 

Atibishd , (Atesor hetula,) and 
Ab/iayd , (Myrobalan.) 

Repeat this medicine several times a day, and continue to take 
it for seven days. A\ 3 hen deranged in the small intestines, oily 
purgatives, enemas, and food with salt are to be used. When 
deranged in the bladder, diuretics should he given. When affect¬ 
ing the senses, prepared oil and ghee, arc to be applied to the 
parts. When affecting the skin, flesh, and blood, venesection 
is recommended. When deranged in the large tendons, joints, 
and bones, pressure is to be used, as by shampooing and rubbing 
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frequently with prepared oils, bandages, and the applicatio 
irons over the affected part. " 

When the whole or half the body is affected, heat is applied iii 
various ways to produce perspiration. The patient embiaces hot 
stones, and is put into a hot room. In other cases they dig a hole 
which they heat, put leaves in it, and the person lies down in it, 
and when he is in a free perspiration he is removed to his bed. 
Venesection is recommended when the whole body is affected, and 
cupping is used in the variety which is local. When there is no 
feeling in the part; the application of the actual cautery, and of a 
mixture ofoil, salt,and soot is recommended to be rubbed into the part. 

The treatment of dislocation of the lower jaw consists in sur¬ 
rounding it with a cloth, and reducing the dislocation ( bapuskas ). 
When the jaw is fixed by tetanus, they apply prepared oil or gheC 
externally, so as to keep it w r ell moist during the treatment, and then 
endeavour to open the mouth by force. When open a mixture of 
medicines to produce a free discharge of saliva is recommended; 
such a mixture is formed by the powder of long-pepper and ginger. 
At the same time the mouth should be frequently gargled with 
warm water. He should also eat garlic, with salt. Numerous other 
oils and medicines are likewise recommended in this dangerous class 
of diseases. 

Order X. 


§L 


Leprosy , (Kushtha or Xuth.) 

This disease is the most aggravated of all that afflict the body, 
and when a person dies with it the Hindus believe that the person 
will be afflicted with it in the next life, unless he performs the 
prdschitta, penance. This penance consists of abstinence for a day, 
shaving the whole hair off the head, presents of a certain number 
of cowries and other articles to the brahmans, who perform certain 
prayers, and to whom the person confesses his sins. This ceremony 
is now generally performed before entering upon the treatment of 
any supposed dangerous disease. 

The Hindus distinguish three kinds of Leprosy, the black, white, 
and red varieties, which are produced by various causes. Some¬ 
times t he dise ase is caused by bad air, and drink ; eating substances 
which do not assimilate, as milk and fish, food of a rancid, salt, 
and iudigestnble nature; or thin oleaginous food: when the 


* Rhumatistn is a frequent disease among cows, and the actual 
cautery is freely applied by the natives, with the best effects. Such 
cows are frequently to he seen marked all over the joints with these 
applications of the red hot iron. 
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W>n eats immoderately of such food, for some time, it will^ 
produce this disease.. In other cases irregularity in eating and 
fasting, mental agitation, violent exercise, exposure to fatigue, or too 
great heat, especially after a full meal; night watching with expo¬ 
sure to the night air, using new rice, milk, curds, fish, and the too 
frequent use of pulse, radishes, sesaman and treacle, produce lepro¬ 
sy. In others it is produced by checking natural evacuations, or 
suppressing them when artificially excited ; such as vomiting or the 
expulsion of air, urine or dejections, or the irregularity and alternate 
use of hot and cold applications. Sometimes it is produced irom 
eating hot or cold articles of food, first at dinner, or after fasting, 
when the usual food is not eaten, after much perspiration, fatigue, or 
fear, or when the person bathes or drinks cold water at improper 
times. In other cases the disease is produced when the food is 
not digested, or when time has not been given for this purpose, 
before more is taken into the stomach; when after the use of 
emetics and purgatives, the usual simple food, &c. is not employed ; 
w r hen the person sleeps during the day with a loaded stomach ; 
or when he visits his wife before the food is digested. The blood 


and seminal secretions of parents when tainted by leprosy, affects 
their offspring. Lepers in one life, are born again with the com¬ 
plaint ; and the disease is supposed to be communicable by coutaetj 
by breathing the same air, by eating together, by wearing the clothes, 
or ornaments, of a person labouring under the disease. Whoever 
speaks disrespectfully or does any other improper action, or commits 
sins against his yum or bipra (pandit brahman) ; such as, commit¬ 
ting adultery with a brahman’s wife, killing a good man, and robbing 
a person of his estate, will be liable to be afflicted with this disease. 
Such causes derange air, bile, and phlegm, by which the skin, blood, 
flesh, and watery parts of the blood ( ambu ) are deranged, and 
produce the eighteen forms of leprosy : of these seven are severe, 
and eleven are mild. 


Before leprosy appears the skin becomes glossy, thin, and rough, 
and of an unnatural colour; there is much perspiration, or a sup¬ 
pression of it, itchiness and occasional horripilation ; the body feels 
hot, parts of the surface become insensible, and tin? blood in the 
veins becomes blacker than usual, while other parts ot the surlnee 
become discoloured, painful, swell quickly* remain so for a long time, 
and slowly heal. In such a person any injury turns to a sore, is 
very painful, heals with great difficulty, and a rough cicatrix is 
left. The persou has fits of giddiness, with impaired, or mi irregular 
state of the appetite. The Seven severe forms of leprosy are pro- 
duced by deranged air, bile, or phlegm : they are thus described. 
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Sidhma, is produced by deranged phlegm and air, and is 
characterized by small, white, coppery, or red spots, which spread 
over large surfaces accompanied with a thin mealy dust. This is 
the Lepra Vulgaris, or L. Alplios. 

2. AUdumbard. In this form the blotches arc livid, and resemble 
the ripe tig, or Ficus glomerata. This form is accompanied with 
much pain, and a burning on the surface. The hair becomes tawny ; 
and the morbid humor is bile. 

3. Rishwajihwa; the patches of tubercles, are shaped like the 
tongue of a hear; hard and red round their edges, dark in the cen¬ 
tre and are accompanied with severe pain. This form is produced 
by a derangement of the air, and bile. 

4. Kapala; is covered with black and purplish patches re¬ 
sembling the broken pieces of a black earthen vessel. These blotches 
are irregular, hard, and dry, and are accompanied with pricking and 
pain. The air is the humor principally affected. 

.). A (ikanaka, resembles the seed of knnch (Abrus precatorius), 
with red and black spots in the centre. The blotches are extremely 
painful, and often terminate in suppuration. The three humors arc 
deranged in this variety ; which is incurable. 

6. Pundarika. The patches in this variety are pale red in the 
centre, with dark dull red edges, and resemble the petals of the lotus, 
when exposod to the sun. This variety is produced by derange¬ 
ments ot the phlegm and bile. 


/. DadruJcushtha. Tbe patches in this variety are elevated* 
black, round, and spreading ; there are many sorts, which are 
accompanied with much itching, burning, and pain ; and are pro¬ 
duced by derangements of the phlegm, and bile. These arc the 
general symptoms of the severe forms of leprosy. 

The slighter varieties of leprosy, Kshudra , arc according to 
Sushruta as follows: 


1 . iSthaldruska . 

2 . Mah dk ush th u . 

3. Ekshy ukush th a . 

4. Charmadala. 

5. Bisarpai 

6 . Parisarpa. 

7. Sidhma. 


8. Bichar chiku. 

9. Kitima. 

10 . Patna. 

11 . Rakashd. 

( haraka has the following arrangement. 
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When there is no perspiration, and the patches are very large, 
of a dark brown colour, and oblong, like the scal<^ of fish, and 
rough like an elephant’s skin, it is called ekalcuslitha , (Ichtliyasis.) 

2. When it has patches of a dark yellow colour, like the cica¬ 
trices of healed ulcers, with a hardness and roughness of the part, it 
is called kiUma . 

3. W hen sores and chaps form in the hands and feet, about the 
nails, accompanied with small tubercles of a red colour, much pain, 


and itching, it is called vaipdidikd . 

4. When the tubercles are large, of a red colour, and very itchy, 
they are called dldsaka. 

5. Should the patches be of a slightly dark redish colour, itchy, 
spreading, and elevated into tubercles, it is called dadrumanala . 

G. When the spots are of a red colour, with severe pain, and 
itchiness, the blotches are very sensible, ripen soon, and much 
matter is discharged, it is called charmadala. 

7. Small tubercles in great numbers, of a black or purplish hue, 
with a copious bloody discharge, accompanied with burning, and 
itching, it is called puma. 

8. When the eruptions an merely larger than the last, and are 
accompanied with much pain in the palms of the hands, or but¬ 
tocks, it is called kaehchhu. 

9. When the eruptions are of a dark yellow or red colour, and 
the skin is dry and thin, the variety is called bi&hphotha. 


10. Another form has yellow', or dark redish coloured blotches, 
accompanied with much heat and pain, and numerous itC-hv tuber¬ 
cles : it is called sotdrush . 

11. When the tubercles are small numerous and itchy, of a dark 
yellow colour, and discharge much ichor, blood, &c., the variety is 
called bicharekikd . The four first varieties are supposed to be pro¬ 
duced by derangements of the air and phlegm ; and the seven last 
by derangements of the bile and phlegm . 


When leprosy is iu the skin, its colour is unnatural, rough, dry, 
and insensible; and the hairs on the body are generally erected, and 
the person perspires freely. When blood is deranged the body be¬ 
comes itchy with fetor, and the skin is hard, and pus is discharged. 

When flesh is diseased it is called gajacharma (Ichtliyasis Sim¬ 
plex) ; the mouth is often parched, perspiration is defective, the 
surface of the body is rough, is like the scales of fish, and eruptions 
fonn over the body, with pain. Patches of vesicles sometimes form, 
and terminate in ulcers, which remain for long periods. 

When fat is affected the hands and feet become stiff, immoveable, 
and ulcerated, and drop off, with severe pain ; the sores pass from 
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>art of the body to another, and the symptoms of diseased flesh 
•pear also in this form. 

When the hones and marrow are leprous, the nose falls in, the 
eyes become red, and worms breed in the sores. The voice becomes 
unnatural, and hoarse. When the leprosy is in the skin, blood, or 
flesh, or in the air or phlegm, it may be cured. When in the fat, 
with two of the humors deranged, as air and phlegm, or air and 
bile, the person will not be cured, nor will it soon destroy the in¬ 
dividual. When the bones and marrow are affected and two or 
three humors are vieiated, one of them being the bile, it is incurable. 

Fatal symptoms of leprosy occur with worms in the sores, or with 
the painful disease of the heart (Angina pectoris) ; with dispepsia, or 
with symptoms of diseased air, bile, and phlegm ; with sores “which 
discharge copiously ; with inflamed eyes, the voice hoarse, and alter¬ 
ed, and with weakness so that the person is not able to bear the em¬ 
ployment of the five forms of medicine, as purgatives, emetics, &c. 

1 he white, and the red leprosy (shitra and kildaa), are distin¬ 
guished from the black leprosy by their not being accompanied 
with any discharge, and only affecting the *Kin. Char aka adds, that 
they sometimes affect the skin , blood, ntilegm, and fat. 

When the white leprosy is not produced by burns, and when the 
hair is not white but remain c of the natural colour over the white 
patches ; when the patches are not large and do not join each other, 
and when recent, flic disease may be cured. When produced by 
burns, and the above symptoms are absent, these kinds of white 
leprosy aro incurable. 


<SL 


"Wnen situated about the external genitals, palms of the hands, 
or lips, the white leprosy is iucurable although recent. 

The leprosy, with fever, and the drying up or emaciation of the 
body, and other symptoms of pulmonary consumption (shosha) ; a 
variety of Ophthalmia (AW; dbhishyanda), and those diseases produced 
by the influence of the planets, such as small-pox, &c. are contagious. 


Treatment . 

Leprosy commences first in the skin, and gradually extends deeper 
and deeper affecting the different essential parts, as flesh, blood, fat, 
&c. Thus like the small shoots of the Banian tree, which are at first 
confined to the surface, they advance deeper and deeper, until they 
extend over the whole body. In the first stage, when it is superfi¬ 
cial, the use of proper diet and medicines may cure it; but when 
it has extended to a greater distance, the difficulty of curing it 
becomes much greater. 

Dtet> In leprosy, flesh, with the exception of that of wild animals, 
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oleaginous articles of food are not to be used ; as also hard 
food, milk, curdled milk, certain kinds of pulse; sour articles, or 
sweet, prepared from sugar-cane. Improper and indigestable 
articles of food, or eating too often of roasted or heating food are 
to be avoided, and also sleeping in the day time, and connexion 
with woman. Good and old rice is to be used with barley, flour, 
and peas (mugh) boiled in water, and mixed with the leaves of 
tiimba, Such vegetables as contain a bitter principle are useful. 
In other cases, barley is recommended to be steeped in cow’s urine 
for a night and then dried in the sun. This is to be repeated seven 
days; then fry it, and some of it is to be taken every morning with 
a decoction of the following bitters, 

Kantikdri , (Solatium Jacquini,) and 
Nimba , (Melia Azadirachta, &c.) 

Prepared oils are to be used to anoint the body with. 

The ulcers are to be cleaned with astringent decoctions; with 
an oily preparation called Yajraka, and a paste or liniment of the 
aragbadha (Cassia fistula). The water with which the person washes 
or bathes should be impregnated with khayar , catechu, which also 
should be mixed with the drinking water. 

In the beginning of the disease purgatives and emetics arc first to 
be administered. If the leprosy is confined to the skin evacuant 
medicines, and smearing the body with different sorts of medicines 
are of use. If confined to the blood it is to be purified by evacu- 
ants, smearing the both' with proper medicines, drinking bitter and 
astringent decoctions, and venesection. When confined to the 
flesh the remedies are the same as those of blood, with tonic 
tinctures, of various kinds. When confined to the fat it is incur 
able ; but the progress of the disease may be checked by proper 
diet and medicines, especially tonics. When the bones are affect¬ 
ed it is incurable, and should not be treated. 

When marrow is diseased the man will soon die. In the seven 
severe forms of leprosy, besides emetics and purgatives, glvsters, 
supposotories, with errhines are to be used. If these five forms 
of medicines have been employed without effect, tlie case may be 
considered as hopeless. 

When air produces leprosy, prepared ghee, with astringent tonics 
are to be used; when phlegm, emetics; when bile, blood is 
be removed from the person, and purgatives arc to be administered. 

The following mixtures are much recoin me ubd in leprosy. 


<SL 


Take equal parts of 

Mcshashrinyi, (Asclepias geminnta, &c.) 
Shwadangshtrd , (Flacourtia eatafrnctn,) 
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Gulancha, (Minispermum glabrum,) 

Shungashthd , (Leea hirta,) 

mix with Panchamuli. This mixture consists of equal parts of 
the bark of 


Bilwa , (/Egle marmelos,) 

Sandka, (Bignonia indica,) 

Gdmbhdri, (Gmelina arborea,) 

Pdtald , (Bignonia suaveolens,) and 
Ganikdrikd , (Premna spinosa.) 

Tliese medicines are to be boiled in water, shaken, mixed with ghee, 
and boiled down till the watery part is dissipated. This to be 
taken internally, mixed with oil, and rubbed over the body. In 
other cases the ghee is prepared in the same way with 
B hall at aka, (Marking Nut,) 

Abhayd , (Myrobalan,) 

and a vermifuge plant called biranga . It resembles black-pepper, 
is prepared as above, and used for the cure of all the different 
forms of leprosy. 

Blood-letting is used frequently in the cure of leprosy, and is 
abstracted from different veins. When prominent patches form, 
scarifications, leeches or caustics, are to be used. 

Various medicines are recommended for rubbing over the body. 
They are usually of a stimulating nature. The following is one of 
these. Take of 

Haritdlo , (Yellow arsenic,) 

Mo) ahshild, (Bed arsenic,) 
the juice of the Madar, (. /Irka ,) 
a kind of horse-raddish called Sigru or Skobhdiijana, 
black-pepper, and the seeds of Sesamum, ( Til ,) 
mix together, in equal parts. These are to be rubbed with water, 
and applied to the surface affected. There are seven other varie¬ 
ties of such mixtures. The following is recommended. Take 
of the leaves of Cassia fistula ( sonddl ), and mix them with butter¬ 
milk, and rub it over the diseased part, particularly where there 
are tubercles. Others recommend the froth of the sea (samudra 
phena ), after it has been dried, to be rubbed over the diseased parts. 

The following may therefore be considered as the best means of 
curing leprosy. Use freely catechu by mixing it with the water 
of the patient’s bath, in his drinks, food and medicine, while he 
avoids animal food, wine, and intercourse with women. When the 
disease is subdued, use purgatives freely to prevent a relapse. 

With these means, certain diet, wearing clean clothing, and a 
proper degree of exercise is to be used. Such treatment will gene- 
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the disease : especially if emetics are given every foi^ 
purgatives every month, and venesection twice a year. Two 
tol&s of the powder of turmerick in cow’s urine are to be taken 
at the same time, every day for one month ; and every third night 
an errhine is to be exhibited. 

The following mixture is also much recommended. lake of the 
bark of the ni?nba tree, the leaves of a kind of cucumber commonly 
called Palwal, ( Pali a ,) the leaves of Solatium Jacquini, ( Kantikdrl ,) 
Minispermum glabrum, ( Gulancha ,) with the bark of Justicia 
gaudcrassa, ( Bdsa/ca ,) of each ten polls (about l iv.) mix them with 
64 seers of water ; and boil to 16 seers. Remove it from the fire, 
and add four seers of ghee by degrees, and again put it on the fire 
until the water is dissipated. To this medicine add the 
JIaritaki\ (Paste of Myrobalan,) 

Bibhitaki, (Terminalia belcrica,) and 
Amlaki , (Phylantlius emblica ;) 

of each two pals,* 5 tolas, and 2 m4s&s, and 7 ratis, are to be added. 
The whole is to be mixed in a mortar, to which ghee is to be added; 
it is again to be placed over the fire for a short time, and when 
mixed, it is then to be strained through cloth. This, taken 
internally, is said to cure leprosy, the 80 diseases produced by 
deranged air, the 40 diseases of bile, and the 20 diseases of phlegm. 
It is also useful in bad boils, worms, piles, aiul the five kinds of cough. 
Other mixtures equally efficacious in curing numerous diseases, are 
recommended. These vaunted qualities of certain mixtures is to 
encourage the patient, as well as the practitioner; and their ineffici¬ 
ency explains the numerous other mixtures which are recommended 
as substitutes. 

Should w orms form in leprous ulcers, a paste made of the bark 
of Nerium odorum (. Assamdra ), and the seeds of a vermifuge plant 
called biranga, with cow’s urine, is to be applied to the sore. 


Treatment of White Leprosy . 


The diet in the white leprosy is the same as in the black. 

The treatment of white leprosy consists in the exhibition of ex¬ 
ternal, and internal medicines. 


External Medicines, 


Take of the flowers and leaves of 
Pntika , (Ccesalpinia boudueella,) 
Akun, (Culotropis gigauu-a,) 
Sthahi, (Euphorbium,) 

Baruna , (Tapia cratseva,) 


* Eight tolas make one pal 
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Xa^qual proportions. Mix to the consistence of paste, wi 
e urine of the cow, and apply to the part affected. *The ashes 
of the skin of elephants and tigers; and the powder of the flying 
bug (jpddajpokd ), is also used. Another remedy is the fteces of a 
fowl which has been kept fasting for three days ; during which time 
it is only to receive a mixture of the seed of Cassia tora ( [prepundra ), 
and licquorice root. The feces is to be rubbed over the part; and 
repeat the application daily for a month, during which time the 
same mixture is occasionally to be given to the fowl. Another 
external application is prepared as follows : The juice of the mango 
tree is to be mixed with the bark and leaves of the murabuli, the 
mixture is to be put into a copper vessel, and mixed with the juice 
of the Ficus Indica {hot tree). It is then burnt, and the ashes are 
to be mixed with a decoction of myrobalan, and mustard oil. This 
medicine is to be rubbed over the affected part. 

The Internal Medicines employed for white leprosy are very 
numerous. The following mixture may be taken as an example : Take 
of the powder of the root of Plumbago Zeylenica ( Ckitrakafi ), black 
pepper, dry-ginger, and long-pepper ; macerate them in cow’s urine 
in an earthen water-pot, in which ghee had been kept, and some 
honey ; keep the mixture for a fortnight, strain, and give one tola 
for a dose. 


§L 


Order XI. 

A kind of Leprosy ,* ( Bdta-rakta .) 

This disease is produced by the blood being diseased with air 
(bdyu). Its exciting causes are using sour food, and alkaline salts. 
In like manner spices, or other hot articles, indigestable articles 
of food, putrified, or dry meats, as the flesh of crocodiles, of 
the buffalo, of the rhinoceros, or the like. Til oil-cake, and other 
indigestible articles of food, curdled or butter-milk, bad wines, 
and excess in eating and drinking, the passions, unhealthy and 
improper mixtures of food, eating too often, or sleeping during the 
day produce this disease. Delicate constitutions, and fat people, who 
lead a sedentary life arc predisposed to this disease. Long continued 
riding on horses, elephants, or camels, and whatever produces great 
heat of the body ; by these causes the blood is diseased, and 
is conveyed by the air to the feet, where it accumulates, and 
produces this disease, first iu the feet, and then in other parts 

* Under this heud several diseases are described ; such as ceitam 
forms of rheumatism, abscesses; and such cachectic stutes as may, 
they say, terminate in true leprony. 





26 / 



lie body. Bdta-rakta is ushered in sometimes by free, at 
ther timSs by a cessation of perspirations ; the body becomes of 
a dark hue, and parts have no feeling. If there are sores they are 
very painful; the joints are loose, the person feels languid, and 
cannot work; and small pimples appear over the body, with pain 
of a gnawing or lancinating kind, as if ants were eating the flesh, 
or needles thrust into the skin. The knees, legs, thighs, loins, 
shoulders, hands, and arms, are so affected. The pain intermits, 
and these parts become heavy, without feeling, and the skin has 
patches of an unusual colour. 
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AY hen air is much deranged there is severe pain of the body, as 
if ants were eating the flesh, and the vessels, nails, fingers, and 
joints are contracted. Ihe patient has no appetite, and if not 
treated the symptoms increase. The person cannot work, and the 
body shakes, with rigidity of the joints. 

When blood is much deranged swellings appears over the body, 
with much pain. The skin is of a copperish colour with slight 
stinging pain {chin chin). If the patient take oil and dry food, in 
small quantities, he feels better. 

When bile is deranged the body feels hot, with a burning sensa¬ 
tion, and duiness of intellect. He perspires much, has fainting 
fits, with an appearance of drunkenness and thirst; pressure of 
the part produces great pain, with redness, heat, swelling, and 
sometimes abscesses are formed. 

W hen phlegm is deranged the body is very cold, as if a cold wet 
cloth was applied over the body, which feels heavy, and without 
feeling. The skin is smooth, shining and itchy, and feels cold, 
with slight pain. 

"When two or three of the above humors are affected the symp¬ 
toms resemble the two or three forms, as above enumerated. 

In some cases the ankles and wrists are first affected, and then it 
extends over the body like the poison of certain auimals. 

The disease is incurable, when accompanied with a sore from the 
ankle to the knee, or when it is opened and pus escapes in large 
quantities. When the person is very weak and reduced the disease 
will be fatal; but if the person lives for a year, or it is chronic, he 
will live. Wheu the disease is severe the person cannot obtain 
sleep, lias no appetite, has a difficulty in breathing, parts of the 
body slough, he complains of head-ache, fainting, delirium, pain in 
the body, thirst, fever, has no sense, with shaking, hiccough, con¬ 
traction of the fingers and toes, so that he caunot walk nor \Vork, 
mid erysipelas appears with vascular eruptions. Severe pain is felt 
in the vital parts, tumors appear over the body, want ol memory, 
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igue, and delirium follow, and precede death. Wien all thd 
iptoms of this severe form of the disease are nut present, the 
disease may not be fatal. If none of the severe symptoms are pre¬ 
sent, the disease may be cured. When only one of the humors 
is deranged; as air, bile, &c. and the disease is recent, it may be 
cured; but, if two of the humors are deranged, the disease will 
remain, when three are affected the disease is incurable, and when 
all the severe symptoms are present the disease will be fatal. 

The treatment of this disease is tl be commenced by general 
and local bleeding; when the patient is not weak, or much reduced 
in flesh. Emetics and purgatives are then to be used. If the air 
is much deranged old ghee is to be administered, with the milk of 
goats, prepared with lic|uorice, honey, and sugar. In other cases 
equal quantities of the following medicines are recommended : 

Sunt , (dry ginger,) mixed with 
Sing at aka, (Trapa bispinosa,) 

Kaserika , (Scirpus kysoor.) 

In other cases a decoction prepared with milk and the five following 
medicines, is recommended : 

Sdip ami, (Hedysarum gangetic,) 

Prisniparni, (Uemiomtes cordiflora,) 

Kantikdri , (Solanum jacquini,) 

Bherhoti, (Solanum melongena,) 

Kokurd, (Ruellia longifolia,) 

equal parts of these plants, are mixed together, to form the decoc¬ 
tion. This mixture is called panchamuli , and may be used as fol¬ 
lows. Take of 

Panchamuli , and 

Mahd panchamuli, with liquorice, 

Meshasj'inai, (Asclepias geminata,) 

Sahala , (Pinus longifolia,) 

Busaka, (Justicia gauderu^a,) 

DebddrUy (Ovaria longifolia,) and 
Kantikdri , (Solanum jacquini.) 

These are to be mixed and formed into a decoction in the usual 
way. 1II oil may also be prepared in the same way as the above. 
These mixtures are to be administered internally and applied exter¬ 
nally. In other cases the powder of myrobalan with sugar is adminis¬ 
tered. A powder composed of five corns of long pepper, is to be 
taken daily for ten days, and is to be decreased by degrees for a fort¬ 
night, during which time the patient should live on rice and milk. 

The diet in this disease should con,ist of the simpi 
small quantities ; as old rice, barley, flour, milk, broth of wild 



o 


5 


269 



^adimals, and tlie decoction of a kind of pea (mudgd). When the 
msease is violent, bleedings should be repeated several times, and 
emetics, purgatives, and enemas are to be given ; such persons should 
live in a shut-up room, avoid currents of air, during the treatment; 
and he should sleep on a long comfortable bed, with soft pillows. 
The body should be shampooed, and he should avoid fatigue, sleep¬ 
ing during the day time, connexion with woman, anger, heating, 
salt, sour food. 


Order XII. 

Urticaria ? (Si tap it a.) 


This disease is called Sitajdta or Udordah , and another form is 
named Khatah. The disease is produced by cold air applied to the 
body, which deranges the phlegm ,, air , and bile. These move 
about on the surface, aud within the body, producing thirst, redness 
of the eyes, nausea, and cause loss of appetite. The body 
becomes heavy, and the person incapable of work. The disease 
appears with slight swellings in different parts of the body ; like the 
sting of the wasp. The part is at first itchy and then very painful, 
with vomiting, fever, aud heat of the body, "VN hen the air is much 
diseased, beyond the other humors it is called Sitapita ; and when 
phlegm is much deranged, producing red circles, accompanied with 
itching, it is called Udordah . 

It is called Khata , when the stomach is deranged. This is more 
liable to occur if at the commencement the stomach has not 
been properly cleared by emetics, and when bile and phlegm 
are deranged. If in such a case an ignorant person does not pro¬ 
mote vomiting, but endeavours to cure the deranged bile and 
phlegm , the disease will be aggravated. In such cases the body is 
covered with large and small circular patches which are itchy, 
elevated, and have a red colour. They appear and disappear on 
different parts of the body. This form of the disease will also be 
produced by repressing vomiting when nature is endeavouring to 
relieve herself of the contents of the stomach. 

Treatment . In Udordah , mustard oil is to be rubbed* over the bo¬ 
dy ; in other cases turmerick, dub grass (Panicum dactylon), and the 
urine of the cow, arc to be mixed aud rubbed over the body. The 
warm bath is of great use ; and a decoction of nimba leaves, ns an 
emetic and purgative, with one tola of trifald* and half a tola of 
teori or Convolvulus turpethum, and tribrit, or castor oil. If for sevc- 

* Which consists of myrobulan, Emblici myrobalan, and Beleric my- 
robalan, mixed in equal proportions, or one tola- 
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L J S t: • np rson takes the powder of myrobalan ( dmlaki ), liquorice 
^ot with sugar ; or Legusticum ajwaen (jawani) with sugar, and 


uses the proper diet he will be cured of the disease. The juice 
of fresh ginger, with old impure sugar (Jagary), is also used. In 
Sitajpita, the same treatment is to be employed ; in Kkata, tonic 
medicines are to be given with blood letting. The powder of the 
nirnba leaves, and Emblic myrobalan {dmlaki), are to be taken in¬ 
ternally. He should also take rice prepared with horse raddish, 
and the gravy of birds. Cooling diet is to be used in the two last 
forms ; and in Sitapita , heating food is to be employed, and every 
thing cooling avoided. 


Order XIII. 

Erysipelas , carbuncle? {Bisharpa). 

When air, bile and phlegm are all deranged in the skin, flesh, 
or blood, they produce a slight swelling of the whole body, which 
passes from one part to another. When produced by air, the part 
becomes black, soft, and unequal; accompanied with pain, as if 
needles were thrust into the part, and the fever produced by 
deranged air. When surrounded with vesications it is incurable. 

When the disease is produced by bile it spreads quickly, and is 
accompanied with inflammatory fever. This form is accompanied 
with redness, and vesications. When the inflammation is deep, 
the flesh and vessels are destroyed, and it discharges a matter like 
a mixture of water and clay. Such cases are incurable. 

When produced by phlegm it spreads slowly, has an oily appear¬ 
ance, and is white. There is little pain in such cases, with consider¬ 
able itching. When produced by the derangement of the three 
humors the symptoms are of a mixed nature. When this disease 
passes to suppuration it is incurable. When produced by sharp 
instruments, or such like injuries, the bile and blood are deranged 
and produces a swelling of the purt; which becomes black and red, 
and is accompanied with violent inflammatory fever. The affected 
part is surrounded by a black edge, and eruptions like peas. 

The first three forms of this disease are curable, and the two last 
are incurable. 

Treatment . When produced by air different preparations of ghee, 
and decoctions, and plasters are applied to the part. The medicines 
used are the same in all the above forms as follows : take equal 
parts of 

Musfa, (Cyperus rotundus,) 

Sot dob ha, (Auethuin sowa,) 
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Debddru, (Pinus debdaru,) 

Kurta , (Costus speciosus,) 

Kustumbru, (Coriander seeds,) 

Cigruh, (Hyper anther a morunga,) 
mix them with water and ghee, the mixture is then to be boiled, 
strained, and applied to the part. It is sometimes used as a decoc¬ 
tion. 

Stimulating medicines are likewise applied to the part, when the 
disease is produced by bile. The application in this form should be 
used cold. Thus take equal parts of 
Bibera, 

Ldmojaka , 

Chandana , 

Rasanjana, (Sulphurate of Antimony,) 

Guerika , 

mix them together with milk, and apply it to the part. In some 
cases cold water, or water mixed with honey or sugar, or the juice 
of the sugar-cane may be used with advantage. 

When erysipelas is produced by phlegm the following medicines 
should be used. Take of 

Ajagandd, (Ocymum gratissimum,) 

Ashwaganda , (Physalis flexuosa,) 

Sahala , (Pinus lougifolia,) 

Tribrit, (Convolvulus turpetlium,) 

Ajasringi , 

mix them with cow’s urine to the thickness of cream, and apply it 
to the part. Another application is as follows. Take of 
Kaldner sarga, 

Agura, (Aquilaria agallocha,) 

Kachu , (Arum colocasia,) 

Guyighu , (Morunga hyperantliera,) 

R as and, 

Rdssau, (Panicum italicum,) 

Sit as lb a, 

Indrapamt, , 

Mahtkadamba, 

Pralendu, 

Munjdta , (Saecharum munja,) 

these medicines are to be mixed with cow's urine to the consistence 
of cream, and then applied to the part. 

Besides these external applications, purgatives and blood-letting 
are recommended. M hen abscesses are formed, or the part ulcerates 
the usual plan of treatment for abscesses, aud ulcers is to be followed. 
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Boils, pustules. Erysipelas ? (Bishphotaka) 

llie causes ot this form of disease are using too much heating, 
sour, or acid substances heavy and indigestable or salt food 
eating too freely, and exposure to the sun- -or to too sudden alter¬ 
ations of the weather. By such cause, air, bile, and phlegm are 
deranged, which affect the blood, flesh, bones, and skin ; and pro¬ 
duce large bullae, accompanied with fever. This part appears as if 
burnt. Sometimes these bullae appear over all the body, and in 
other cases they are confined to particular parts. When the air 
is much deranged in this disease it is accompanied with head-ache, 
fever, thirst, pain in the joints, and the bullae become black, accom¬ 
panied with much pain. When produced by deranged bile there is 
much fever, burning of the body, and a large discharge of fluid from 
the bullee. They then become red, or yellow. 

Whcu produced by deranged phlegm it is accompanied with 
vomiting, dispepsia, languor, and the affected parts become itchy, 
hard, and white, without pain. Suppuration often takes place, and 
continues for a long time. 

When the three humors are deranged the disease is incurable ; 
and also when the bullae arc depressed in the centre and hard. The 
patient in such cases complains of a burning sensation, thirst, faint¬ 
ing, vomiting, fever, delirium, rigors, and drowsiness. These are 
unfavourable symptoms, as also when the bullae become red. 

When the disease is produced by blood, the tubercles are like 
the seed of the gunja; (that is red with a black spot.) This 
form is incurable ( Char aha ). 

The treatment of this disease is the same as that described under 
the head of (Bisharpa). The bark aud leaves of the ( Sabanjana ) 
tree (Mormga) is to make into a paste with old conjee, and applied 
to the parts with salt; hitters are also of much use, such as the decoc¬ 
tion of ueemba bark and of gulancha. 


Order XV. 

Jloemorrhagia , ( llaktapitta .) 

This order of disease is divided into those which occur from the 
mouth, nose, ears, eyes ; from the anus, urethra or vagina; or from 
the skin. 

Hemorrhage is caused by anger, grief, fear, wrestling, and other 
severe exe rcises ; too much intercourse wit h women ; or too free use 
ol hot things, as pepper and salt, or sour articles, when taken in con- 
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iblc quantities. The improper mixtures of food, or exposure 
the heat of the sun, or to fire. By these means the chyle is 
deranged, which irritates the bile, and this mixing with the blood 
produces Rciktapitta . It may thus occur from above downwards, 
or from the surface of the body. This blood usually proceeds from 
the spleen or liver. 


<SL 


Immediately before the disease occurs the patient is languid, the 
body is weak, cold, and cool things are desired. His throat is 
burning hot, as if he had swallowed smoke, with vomiting. The 
breathing has the smell ot quenched iron. When produced bv 
deranged air, bile, and phlegm, it is known from the blood discharged 
being very thick, of a yellow colour, shining, and slippery, and 
mixed with phlegm of a grey colour, of a thick consistence, and with 
a yellow froth. In other cases it is thin. When bile is deranged 
in this disease, the blood has an astringent taste, and is of a dark 
colour, or of the colour of cow’s urine, and as if mixed with different 
colours, as of the colour of smoke, or of a dark colour. 

The symptoms which terminate this order of diseases are weak¬ 
ness, difficult breathing, cough, fever, vomiting, and slight head-ache ; 
sometimes the patient faints, and his skin is yellow, hot, and after 
eating, the pit of the stomach burns. He is restless, and has severe 
pain in the chest, with hoarseness, head-ache, and the discharge of 
fecal matter from the mouth ; he has no appetite, is languid, and 
what is cateu is not digested. 

The unfavourable symutoms in this disease arc when the hemor¬ 
rhage is like the water in which flesh had beeu washed, or like a 
vegetable decoction; is of a liver colour, or like water mixed with 
mud. When it resembles pus mixed with blood, when it is dark 
like the fruit of the Jambu tree (black-berry), or of a variegated 
colour, like the raiu-bow, such cases are fatal. 

When there is a frequent vomiting of blood; when eructations 
have the taste of blood, when the eyes are red, and every thing 
appears the colour of blood, the case is hopeless. 

When phlegm is deranged the blood is evacuated by the mouth ; 
when air is deranged it is by the anus ; and w hen the two,are derang¬ 
ed, the blood is evacuated above and below r . When the blood passes 
above, the person may be cured ; but not so when below. When 
evacuated both ways, it is incurable. When the person is strong, 
the disease recent, and not severe, and only occurs one wav; and 
when the person in general feels well, with no other bad disease, 
it will be cured. 


Treatment . The hemorrhage from a stout person is not to be 
stopped at the beginning; as it otherwise will produce jaundice, 
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ispepsia, leprosy, enlargement of the spleen, fever, and gidmah. 
When the blood is evacuated from the urethra or anus, emetics arc 
to be administered; and when from the mouth or nose, purgatives 
are to be used. If the person is very weak, the discharge of blood 
may be stopped by administering astringent articles. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are much deranged, and the person 
strong, such a person should fast for some days, after which he is 
to drink conjee with a little rice, with sugar, lemon juice, and the 
juice of grapes. 

Several decoctions and electuaries are recommended with prepara¬ 
tions of ghee, to cure this complaint. The purgatives are to be 
mixed with the juice of grapes and liquorice root, sugar, and the 
juice of other sweet fruits. Emetics are always to be used with 
honey, w'ater, and the decoction of liquorice. 

The diet should be cold water, and the flesh of wild animals, 
boiled rice, broths made of gram ( mung ), potatoes, and different other 
vegetables, seasoned with ghee, and mixed wdtli the juice of the pome¬ 
granate, ( umliha ) myrobalan, with the broth of pigeons, turtles, and 
shell-fish. Different preparations of rice as conjee with ghee may 
also be used. 

The body should be anointed with cold oil, and cold applications 
are to be made to the body. In this disease the juice of the rose- 
apple leaves, or mangoe leaves, or orgono; and the juice of the fruit of 
figs may be used with rice water, and the root of cucumber (triposu) 
In other cases half a tola of liquorice root in water; the pulp of the 
seeds of ingodah with liquorice root, and sugar-cane bruised, are to 
be kept in a new earthen pot for one night steeped in cold water, 
with the flow r er of water-lily, and taken with honey. 

If the blood proceeds from the nose lie should snuff the powder 
of myrobalan. After a great loss of blood, the patient may drink 
the blood of animals with honey, or he may eat the flesh and un¬ 
prepared liver of a goat, with the bile. The juice of horse-dung with 
honey and sugar is also recoin mended. The powder of fried l ice 
with honey, sugar, and tin* white concretion (tobaskia) of the bam¬ 
boo is also used. A decoction of the hark of rose-apple, mangoe, 
and orgono trees, are to lie taken with honey ; and cold and sweet 
applications, both internally and externally arc recommended. 
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Section III. 

Diseases of the regions of the Body . 




Class III. 

Diseases affecting the mind . 

The diseases of the mind arc swooning, epilepsy, madness, and 
devil madness. 


Order I. 

1.— Swooning, (. MurchhA .) 

AA hen the person is weak, or when the air, bile, and phlegm are 
very much deranged, by eating improper mixtures of food, such 
as milk and fish, or flesh, &c., by constipation, &c., this disease is 
produced; in which the organs of sense, both external and internal 
are deranged, with faintness. 

When the derangements of air, bile and phlegm close the passages 
of the vessels, the person cannot see, and falls down as a piece of 
wood: this disease is called murchhu or moka . 

There are six varieties of this disease, but in all the bile is 
deranged. The six are produced by derangements of air, bile , ov 
phlegm, by blood, by drinking spirits, and by poison. 

The approach of this disease is known by pain in the breast, 
gaping, languor, loss of sense, and strength. These symptoms are 
the same in all the varieties. 

When produced by derangements of air, every thing appears 
of a dark-blue or red colour, or like the sky. The person cannot 
see, and faints, but the senses soon return. There is shivering, pain 
of the body and breast, weakness, and the skin becomes dirty, and 
of a reddish, or green colour. 

Bile. I he person sees every thing of a yellow, or green colour: 
he cannot sec, and faints. He is soon restored to his senses, with 
perspiration. When he recovers, the shin becomes yellow, the bodv 
becomes hot, eyes red, and dejections yellow. 

Phlegm. He sees every thing of the colour of clouds; the sky 
appears misty and dark, lollowcd In' fainting, in which 84 
remains long alw-.rt. The body feels like as if a piece of soaked 
leather had been put upon it: and phlegm is discharged from the 
mouth and nose, followed by nausea and vomiting. 

4. When these three humors are deranged at the same time, 
they produce all the symptoms of the three separate discuses ; bn? 
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liout the symptoms of Epilepsy. When these diseases oc<W 
‘ 116 P erson does not feel when needles are thrustinto his flesh, 
red hot irons put upon the surface, or hot substances put into his 
mouth, the person will soon die. 

5. Seeing blood often produces swooning from its containing 
earth and water, which possess the properties of tamoguna, the 
cause of darkness. In this manner the Hindus explain the occur¬ 
rence of fainting, on seeing blood, by the quality of darkness which 
it possesses. 

C. When swooning is produced by poison there is shivering 
drowsiness, thirst, followed by weakness and insensibility There 
are various kinds of this variety, but all produce these symptoms. 

Aintmg is generally produced by deranged bile, when mixed with 
tamoyuiui, or darkness. When bile and air are mixed with rajognna, 
it produces swooning, and drowsiness; coma is produced when air 
and phlegm are mixed with tamoguna; and phlegm and tamoguna 
when mixed together produce sleep. Drinking spirits derange the 
air, bile and phlegm, and produce swooning, which continues until 
the effects of the spirits cease. 


Another form of this disease is called sangnydsa (apoplexy). It 
is produced hy the deranged air, bile, and phlegm, which pass to 
the place in which life is retained, and overpowers all the functions 
of both mind and body, and the person suddenly falls down, and 
remains ns if dead, or like a piece of wood. If not immediately, 
and properly treated, such a person will die. 

Treatment . In general all the symptoms of swooning will disappear 
m a few minutes, with the exception of sangnydsa, which requires im¬ 
mediate treatment. In all forms of swooning throw cold water upon 
the face and body, rub the body with the hand, allow a free circulation 
ot air, and assist this by means of the pankhd. Wet the mouth with 
cold water, and approach sweet smelling substances to the nose. 
Such as the juice of sweet fruits, as of grapes, pomegranates, dates 
(khmna,) the juice of wild animals, barley, and : ; i„ 

manner prepared ghee with a decoction of myrobalan, or a decoc¬ 
tion of Imb/ie myrobalan; or a mixture of fried rice, grapes, honey, 
sugar, and the juice of the pomegranate, with the petals of the water- 
lily. The treatment followed in bilious fever is also recommended. 

The treatment of sangnydsa is difficult, and requires prompti¬ 
tude. Should the person not soon recover from the swoon, needles 
are to he thrust under the nails, and remedies which produce strong 
irritation, are to be applied, such as sweet music ; and when the 
person is restored to sensibility, lie is to have an emetic, and a purga¬ 
tive followed by the exhibition of sildjatu. If these means do not 
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the case is to be considered as hopeless. When the 
produced by poisons, the person is to be treated as recommended 
under the head of poisons. 


Order II. 

Epilepsy , (Apasmara or Mrighi.) 

Generic character. Sudden loss of sense, loss of sight, and the 
person falls down with convulsions. These symptoms are preceded 
by palpitation of the heart, lightness and hollowness of the chest 
and body, perspiration, inaccurate thinking, dullness of sense, and 
loss of sleep. 

When air, bile, and phlegm arc deranged by grief, sorrow, or the 
like, they pass into the vessels immediately communicating with 
the heart, and produce this disease, with the loss of sense and 
memory. 

Exciting causes. This disease is produced by the improper use 
and indulgence of the senses; as too much, or too little listening, 
seeing, tasting, smelling, &c.; the improper mixtures of food, or 
putrified articles of food ; the neglect of the calls of nature, connec¬ 
tion with women during the flow of the menses, and by such 
passions, as sorrow, grief, and auger. By these causes the mind 
is so effected as to produce epilepsy. 

There are four kinds of disease, one being produced by the 
derangement of each of the three humors, and the fourth by the 
combination of the tliree. 

When air is deranged, the symptoms of epilepsy are followed by 
shivering, grinding of the teeth, foaming at the mouth, hurried 
respiration, and to the patient every object appears obscured, red, 
and confused. The treatment best adapted for this form of disease 
are enemas, the following decoction of Jotela. —Take equal parts of 
Patnjamuli , 
llaritaki, and 
Goats urine. 

Prepare the decoction in the usual manner with ghee. 

When bile is deranged the symptoms are accompanied with a 
yellowness of the body and countenance. To the patient every thing 
appears ot a yellowish colour, the sputa is of the same colour, 
and the eyes appear red. The patient has greaT thirst, and every 
thing feels hot, and as if enveloped in flames. In treating this 
form the ghee should be prepared with the bile of 
Goda , 
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Pirsoto , and 
Coro's urine . 

This preparation is to be taken internally, and applied externally 
over the body.—The ghee may also he prepared in a decoction of 
Tribrit , (Convolbulus turpethum,) 

Pdthd , 

Haridra , 

Ddr-haridra, (Zantliorrhizon,) 

Anantamul, (Periploca Indica,) 

Pushkara, 

Kataka , (Strychnos potatorum,) 

Pacha , (Acorus calamus,) 

Sulence , 

Biranga ; 

with cow’s urine and milk, and some of its dung and curdled 
milk. This may be used for all kinds of epilepsy. Venesection is 
also recommended. Another remedy is, giving a wild boar purgatives 
for three days, then rice and milk; when this lias been digested, he 
is to be destroyed, and the chyle in the vessels removed, and mixed 
with thin parts. It is to be put in a new pot, and when it has arriv¬ 
ed at the vinous fermentation, it is to be given to the patient. 

When phlegm is deranged the symptoms are whiteness of the 
countenance and body, the saliva and foam are of the same 
colour, the body is cold, and the patient shivers. The person sees 
every thing white, and as it appears to approach near him, he faints. 
These fits cease very slowly. 

The general indications of cure are to give enemas in derange¬ 
ments of air, purgatives in bile, and emetics in the form produced 
by deranged phlegm. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged together, all the symp¬ 
toms of the separate forms are present. This disease is incurable 
if not recent, as the person becomes weak and emaciated, and the 
fits are frequent, and accompanied with severe convulsive movements 
of the body. The eye-brow s contract frequently with the e} r elids, 
and the eyes move rapidly. In such cases the patient will die. The 
fits come after ten days, a fortnight, or monthly. In other cases 
they occur very often. As some seeds thrown in the ground during 
the rains do not germinate for a long time after, so in this disease 
the deranged air, bile, and phlegm produce the disease after long 
intervals. In the form of epilepsy the body should be anointed 
with dink, which is to betaken internally, and at the same time 
administer strong errhines, emetics, and purgatives. 
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Order III. 


Madness, (Unmada.) 

The causes producing this disease are improper food, endea¬ 
vouring to perform impossibilities, strong passions of the mmd, 
cursing the gods, brahmans, and spiritual guides ; eating poi¬ 
son, &c. , , . , 

The air, bile, and phlegm are affected by the above causes, which 

deranged knowledge (satwagun), affects the seat of understanding 
and the heart, and pass through the vessels conveying sense (mono) 
when the person becomes mad, speaks foolishly, is restless, and his 
eyes arc continually moving about. 

There are six kinds of madness. Three being produced by 
derangements of air, bile, and phlegm; one by the combination 
of these ; another by the violent actions of the passions ; and the 
last by poison. 

Air is deranged and the mind is thus affected by the use of dry, 
cooling, articles of food; by food in small quantities; by strong 
purgatives; by the causes diminishing the humors (dUtu), or by 
fasting. By these causes the air is deranged, producing madness; 
in which the man laughs, dances, and sings unreasonably, and 
moves his limbs about. At other times lie cries without cause -, 
the skin of his body becomes dry, rough, and of a dark-red colour. 
These symptoms are irore violent after the digestion of food; 
and the patient becomes greatly emaciated. 

When bile is generally deranged by the use of indigestible food, 
and the use of pungent and heating substances, the symptoms it 
produces are impatience of control, and anger; the person wishes to 
use violence to others; he remains naked, prefers cooling food, 
and wishes to live under the shade, or in water. The body is 
yellow, and hot. 

"When phlegm is deranged by the usual causes, as a too sedentary 
life, and taking too much nourishing food ; by which the phlegm 
is deranged, affecting the functions of the heart, and producing 
the following symptoms : A love of solitude, taciturnity, and loss 
of appetite ; the person has a desire for women, enjoys deep sleep, 
and has vomiting, or expectoration. After eating anything the 
symptoms are very violent, and the body as well as the nails and 
countenance are whitish. 

When air , bile, and phlegm are deranged together, all the separate 
symptoms are produced, and the disease becomes of very difficult 
cure. 


When the disease is produced by the passions; as wL 

frightened by a robber, a tyrannical official, &c. ; by the loss of 
wealth, and friends, or by the love of particular women, the symp¬ 
toms are characterized by talking, laughing, siuging, and sometimes 
crying. This variety terminates in Idiocy. 

The treatment of the above five forms of madness should consist 
of cleaning, and anointing the body with mustard oil: of eating 
ghee for some days, and then strong purgatives and emetics are to 
be given, with errhines, and mustard oil. Curious, or wonderful ex¬ 
hibitions are to be made before the patient; and he should be informed 
of the death of relatives, and friends. He should also be frightened 
by the alarm of robbers, by the approach of elephants, and harmless 
serpents. The person should be beat with a whip, when he acts im¬ 
properly ; and he should live on light food, such as barley, and conjee 
water, made agreeable by the addition of carminatives. Ghee should 
be prepared, with a decoction of the following medicine: take of 
Samap , 

Elabdluka , 

Eld, (Cardamoms,) 

Chan dana, 

Debddru , (Erythroxylon siduoxylloides,) 
Haridra , (Turmerick,) 

Ku$h\ha, (Costus speeiosus,) 

Par mini, 

Lanka, m 

Haramika , 

Tribrit , (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Dantl, 

Pacha , 

Tdtisa , (Corypha,) 

Nabupisara. 

These are to be prepared, in the usual way, with ghee and milk. 

During the cure the person should be treated, as much as possi¬ 
ble, with kindness, and consideration. 

fi. When madness is produced by poison, the person becomes 
faint, from the sudden loss of strength ; his eyes becomes red, and the 
countenance and the body become yellow or blue. The unfavourable 
symptoms are when the person is weak and emaciated, remains in 
one position, and is always looking downwards, or upwards. When 
the patient has no sleep, and is so courageous that he will throw 
himself from a height, the disease will be fatal. 

The treatment in this variety is the same as that for poisons in 
general. 


WiSTfy 


281 



Order IV. 


Possessed persons, or Devil-Madness , (Bhutonmada.) 



There arc two kinds of spiritual beings, a good and a bad spirit, 
which are supposed to enter the body, and to produce disease. These 
are called Bhutonmada, (Devil-Madness ;) and Debonmdda, (madness 
produced by good spirits.) 

When produced by attack of devils, the person shews his aversion 
to every thing divine, is very strong, and has much knowledge ; 
and when from the entrance of good spirit or (Debtd) the person 
has a pleasure in flowers and good smells, becomes pure and holy, 
and is inclined to speak Sanskrit. He obeys brahmans with strict¬ 
ness, and looks courageous. There are no intermissions in these 
forms of madness. 

Denis know the present, the future, and what is hid or unknown. 
They arc never at rest; and they are employed in different kinds 
of business. An unclean or wounded person, or those who do not 
perform their ceremonies, may be injured by devils. They are very 
numerous and powerful, and are usually considered as the attend¬ 
ants, or servants of Shiva . This explains how the energy, and work 
of the affected person, is much beyond that of man; his mind is 
now powerful, his knowledge exteusive, and he understands the shas- 
tras. Sometimes the person appears sane, and at another time is 
mad. Such madness is produced by a devil, which is known by 
the unnatural motion of the person’s eyelids. 

There arc eight principal devils that torment the human species. 

1. "When Debagraha, or good spirit, enters a body, the person is 
always happy and contented, remains clean in his person, and wears 
garlands of the sacred flowers, &c.; his person has a pleasant 
smell, and he has no sleep. He speaks Sanskrit correctly. The 
person is strong, his eyes remain fixed, and he blesses those who 
approach him. He has a great love for brahmans, and performs the 
prescribed ceremonies, and attends to old customs of his ancestry. 

2. Asuragraka . They are the enemies of the Debtas. When 
the person is possessed with them, he perspires much, speaks of the 
bad conduct ot brahmans, and the Dcbtds. His eyes are turned and 
fixed, he has no fear, and is always performing bad actions. He 
is a glutton, is not pleased with his food and drink, and is always 
mischievous. 

3. Gandarbagraha. The person possessed with this devil is 
always happy, prefers living in an island, near the bank of a river, 
or in the jungle ; and his conduct is good. He is fond of singing, 
of sweet smells, and of looking at flow’ers. He is fond ot <lau- 
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cmg, and laughing. These are the choristers of heaven (demigods) 
who wear sacred flowers, put marks on their person, and have a 
great love for adorning their persons. They speak little but proper¬ 
ly, and agreeably. 

4. JaJcshyagraha. This class of demigods are fabled to super¬ 
intend the treasures, and gardens of heaven. When he enters 
the body, the person’s eyes become yellowish red like copper. They 
wear thin red clothes, talk little, but are profoundly intelligent, 
and have much patience ; such a person walks fast, is never reven^e- 
fnl, though very strong, and is always wanting to bestow his means 
upon others. 

5. Pitrigraha. These are spirits which are separated after 
death from the bodies of mankind. When an ancestor thus enters the 
body, the person is always preparing prayers for them, and perform¬ 
ing the different ceremonies (shrdddha) for ancestors. Such a patient 
is quiet and peaceable, and is fond of animal food, and sweetmeats. 

6. Sarpagraha. When the serpent-devil enters the body, 
the person walks irregularly, or from one side to another, like 
a serpent; his tongue is thrust from one side of the mouth to 
the other ; and he is passionate, and is fond of treacle, honey, and 
sweetmeats. 

7. RAkshyasagrahu, or cannibal-devil. When one of these 
devils enters the body of a person, he is fond of eating flesh, blood, 
and wine. He has no shame, his appearance is disagreeable, and 
he is very strong, and passionate. Such a person walks about at 
night, is unclean, and is always performing bad actions, 

8. Plshdcha , or fiend, is known to have entered the body, by 
the person always stretching out his hands. His body is thin, 
and is disagreeable to look upon, and he speaks fast, and without 


meaniug. His body has a disagreeable smell, and he is unclean, 
restless, and covetous. Such a person eats much, prefers living 
in jungles and retired places; he walks with an unnatural motion 
of the limbs and is sorrowful, and frequently cries. 

The unfavourable symptoms of such persons possessed with 
Ms eyes are swollen, he walks fast, and his toneme 
is passed rapidly, and continually, from one side of the mouth 
to the other; he is always sleepy and sometimes falls down; 
and at other times lie is affected with severe shivering. When the 
madness is produced by falls from high places, such as from 
elephants, or trees, they are more difficult to cure. It is also dan¬ 
gerous in old age, and when hereditary. When the disease has 
continued 13 years it will not be cured. 

The devils invade the body of persons on different dti 3 T s according 
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e species. Delta invade at full moon, and devils (Asur), 
enter in the morning and evening. The Gandarba enters on the 
eighth, and Jalcshya on the first day of the moon. Sarpagraka , or 
serpent-devils, enter on the fifth day after new and full moon. 
R&kshyasa enter at night. Pishdcha enter on the loth day after 
new and full moon. "We cannot see when a spirit enters the body, 
in the same manner as the soul enters, and leaves the body with¬ 
out being seen ; as light enters the water in a glass, or as heat or 
cold enters a body, without our being aware how it takes place. 


Wnmdda , and Bhutonm&da , are said to be cured when the func¬ 
tions of the sense, judgment, and heart, are restored to a perfect 
state, and the tissues are natural. 

Treatment . During the cure the patient should be treated 
kindly. A physician should commence the cure of a person 
possessed with a devil, by cleaning and anointing his body with 
mustard oil, he should be dressed in new clothes, and he should 
repeat the proper prayers, and act agreeably to the shdstras; 
so as to satisfy the devil (gralia) who is the cause of the madness. 
The usual red and white pigments are to be applied over the fore¬ 
head, red clothing and garlands of red shoe-flower are to be worn, 
and honey, ghee, flesh, wine, milk, and articles of food are to be 
presented, for performing the pujd with. Some graka are satisfied 
with wine, some with goat’s milk, Sec., as stated in the shdstras. 

From the day of the invasion, find out when the devil w ill destrov 
the person, as each hat a day particularly consecrated to him, and 
on that day use the proper means for removing the devil. The 
pujd is to be performed at the temple of one of the gods, by r the 
physician, who if possible conveys there the person diseased ; 
a fire is prepared, aud flesh, &c., are thrown upon it, with suitable 
prayers. Some kusa grass (used for funerals) is to be sprinkled 
over the grouud, a preparation of coloured ground rice, a cake 
of unleavened bread, ghee, and an umbrella is to be given to the 
devil. A mixture ot sugar, milk, and rice boiled, is also to be pre¬ 
sented. 

When devils (Asur) afflict a person, the above remedies are to 
be administered in the square of the house. The removal ot 
Rdkshyasa devils is to be accomplished at the meeting of four roads, 
and in deep jungles. The pujd of Pishdcha devils is to be 
performed in empty houses. When the devil has not been expelled 
bv these means, with the prescribed pravers, other remedies arc to 
be used. The smoke from leather, aud hair, from the skin of a 
bear, or goat, from asafoctida, with goat’s urine, are to be burnt, 
when even strong devils will be removed. 
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other remedies are long-pepper, black-pepper, dry-ginger, 
rock-salt, asafcetida, myrobalan, and bach, with the urine of goats, 
and the bile of fishes. These are to be used as errliines. Ghee 
and oil should be prepared, with the foeces, skin, hair, fat, urine, 
blood, bile and nails of the following animals : a lion, tiger, bear, 
cat, leopard, elephant, horse, and cow. These are to be mixed and 
used for anointing the body with, as errhines, or cold cream is to 
be mixed with these. Numerous other mixtures of the same kind 
are also used in this disease. 

Persons not liable to be afflicted by devils are, prophets, charita¬ 
ble persons, those who speak the truth, and those who attend to 
the orders of the shdstras , and perform particular duties, and employ 
proper terms in addressing holy men. Those who have the eight 
qualities of the body, are always pure, humble, and wise, visit holy 
places, always govern their passions, and speak the truth; and 
those who pray, and attend to the prescribed ceremonies and are 
charitable, over such persons devils have no power. Devils only 
go about at night, and they live, under their eight chiefs, on blood, 
fat, flesh, and disgusting animals. 


Class IV. 

Disease of the Head and Neck. 


Order I. 

Diseases of the Ilead, (Siraroya.) 


Under this order will be arranged the varieties of Head-ache, 
and the diseases of the organs of sense. 

Head-ache .—There arc eleven varieties of head-ache ; which are 
produced by derangements of the air, bile, and phlegm ; by the 
mixture of the three ; by diseased blood ; by a deranged or diminished 
state of the humors, by worms, the eighth is named Surjydbartia, 
the ninth, Anantabdta, tenth, Ardhdyahhedaka , and the eleventh 
Sankhaha. 

1. When air is diseased in the head, it is suddenly affected 
with pain, which is severe at night ; but it is diminished by hot 
applications, and bandages. To cure this variety of head-ache, take 
ghee, milk, and mudga (a kind of pea), and boil them in water : 
mdskaldi at night will also be useful. Avoid bittera, hot milk, 
warm baths and douches applied to the head. A hot poultice com¬ 
posed of fish, and the expressed oil of sesamum will be of use. 
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smoke produced by oleaginous substances is to be applied, 
and the perstfh is to anoint his body with prepared oil, and have 
errhines and purgatives exhibited. The juice of oleaginous substances 
mixed with the food, and with medicines useful for curing deranged 


air . Throwing warm water upon the head is often used, and some¬ 
times the water is mixed with other medicines. 

2. Bile, In this variety, the head is hot, as it burning charcoal 
was placed over it, and there is an appearance of smoke proceeding 
from the mouth. The pain is diminished when the head is kept cool, 
and during the night. Medicines are to be given with cold water, 
milk, ghee, oil, and the like, and applications are to be made to the 
head ;°as vinegar, the juice of the sugar-cane, of acid fruits, or whey. 
The paste of aqueous plants, purgatives, enemas made with oil, and 
broths made of wild animals are also to be used. 

3. Phlegm, In this variety the head is heavy and dull, and it 
cannot be turned about. The head feels cool, and the eyelids and 
mouth are swollen. In this form the medicines which cure diseased 
phlegm are to be used, such as strong emetics, errhines, and 
gargles. The head should be rubbed with a paste made of liquorice 
root and ghee. The bark of inquido is also useful; and snuflf 
made of the bark of / caffala . lie should likewise take the decoc¬ 
tion of those medicines which cure phlegm, and live on rice and 
barley, mixed with long and black pepper and ginger. The decoc¬ 
tion of mudga (a kind of pea) may also be used. 

4. When the above three dhdtu are diseased, the different 
symptoms are combined. In this form the treatment is the same 
as that above described, as being applicable when one only of the 
humors are diseased ; particularly the use of old ghee internally. 

5. When the blood is deranged, producing this disease, the 
symptoms are the same as when bile is deranged. The pain in this 
variety is so severe, that the head cannot be touched, or bent forward. 

6. W hen the disease is produced by a diminution of brain, or 
fat, phlegm, or blood, in the head, it produces great uneasiness and 
pain. This pain is increased by hot applications, by smoke, bv 
errhines, and by blood-letting. I n this form nourishing food is to 
be used, with prepared gliee applied internally and externally. The 
prepared ghee recommended in pulmonary consumption is also to 
be used. 

/. Wonus sometimes produce severe pain in the head, of a 
kind as if an animal was eating, or tearing the head. A watery 
red or bloody discharge flows from the nose, and the patient’s life 
is to be considered as in danger. The treatment consists in using 
medicines to discharge the worms ; as blood, when used ns an errhine, 
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ill cause the worms to become stupid. Stimulating snuffs are of 
ise, such as the powder of the seeds of shringi, and ttranga, mixed 
" ; t !l co " s unne, and other vermifuge medicines. By these means 
the worms will be expelled. 

8. Stirjy&bartta. In this variety, when the sun rises the eyes 
and brow feel painful; and it continues, and increases, while the sun 
is above the horizon. It diminishes in the evening, and towards 
night. It is produced by derangement in the air, phlegm, and 
bile. For curing it use old ghee, and other medicines, as above 
mentioned; and the food is to consist of milk and rice, with broths 
made of wild animals. 

9. Anantabdta. When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged in 
the vessels of the neck, they produce great pain, particularly in the 
eyebrows, temples, and cheeks. It also produces shaking of the 
head, pam m the lower jaw, and diseases of the eyes {neuralgia). 

This variety is to be treated in the same manner as Surjydbartta, 
but particularly by the puncture of the diseased vessel. The diet 
should be sweetmeats prepared with ghee, honey, sugar, and flour, 
with the remedies which cure bile and air. 

10. Ardhdyabhedaka , {hemiplegia.) When much dry food is 
taken it produces this disease ; or eating without an appetite, or too 
trequent; exposure to the easterly wind, or to dew, and the abuse 
ot venery. When the urine and bowels are constipated, and the 
person has been subjected to much grief, or severe exertion, he is 
mble to the attacks of this disease; as also by derangements of 

air, bile, and phlegm. The attack occurs sometimes every fort¬ 
night, in other cases every tenth day, or in other cases every day. 

1 he halt of the neck, brow, temples, ears, eyes, are very painful. 
\Vhen severe, as it often is, like that of poison, or as if burnt, and 
the sight and hearing become imperfect. This disease is very 
obstinate, and most distressing; so that a thousand physicians cannot 
sometimes cure it. In this form errhines prepared with the powder 
of the seeds of Sirisa, 1 

Mulakd , camphor, 

Piputa, long-pepper, and 

Bacha,a.Tt to be exhibited. An external application 
i* made by nnxmg together the paste of 
Sdliba, 

Kusta, 

Pipala and Madhuka, liquorice, 

7"'* iW if CK of ncid ghee, and oil. This is applied over the 

ica . it biutiis of wild animals, with ghee, and cold applications, 
ar( a 30 use ^* r ^ Ae head should, in this disease, be always kept 
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Luointecl with mustard oil. If by the above means 
[-ache is not checked, blood-letting should be performed. 

11. Sank haka. When air, bile, and phlegm, with blood are 
deranged, it produces severe pain in the temples and head, which 
becomes hot. This form is dangerous, like poison. When the 
person cannot swallow, he will die in three days. But if he lives 
beyond this time, medicines may then be given for the cure. The 
treatment is the same as of the last variety. 



Order II. 

Diseases of the Ears , ( Kamaroga .) 

The more copious secretion from the external ears, and the most 
changes of temperature of the air, render diseases of this organ of fre¬ 
quent occurrence in this country. They produce much suffering, 
and much attention seems to have been paid by the Hindus to tlicir 
nature and cure. 

There are twenty-eight diseases of the ear. The corporeal air 
is the cause of all these diseases. When it is deranged in the car, 
and is confined in its passage by the other humors, it produces 
severe pain in the organ, which is called karnashulat and is very 
difficult to cure. When air is deranged in the passages of the ear, 
several kinds of sounds are heard, like those of certain instruments 
called karnandda. When air is deranged with phlegm in the 
ear passages, and if not treated it will produce deafness called 
hddhirjya. 

Fatigue, or eating hot or astringent substances, or the frequent 
use of errhines produce a derangement of the ajr in the ear passages 
called karnakshyera , which consist in a peculiar ringing noise. * In 
others the disease is produced by blows on the ear, by bathing in 
water during wdiich water enters the ears, or by a boil in the part 
which suppurates. This disease is called karnasangsrdba. 

When air and phlegm are deranged in the ear it produces itchi¬ 
ness ; and bile being deranged dries up the phlegm, and wax in 
the ear. rhis disease is mimed karnaguthalm. When th 
melts it passes out of the nose (sursuta), or mouth (nidan), and 
the disease is called pratindha , and is accompanied with much 
pain in the head. 

If worms form in the ear by flies depositing their eggs in the 
ear, the disease is called krimikarnaka . 

When the ear is wounded or otherwise injured it is called hixira - 
dhi. In other cases there is great pain, burning, and tightness 
in the paid, with a discharge of Yellow pus or blood ; it is then 
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karriabidradki . By the derangements of bile abscesses are 
med, which is called harnapdka . 

When phlegm is deranged and dried up by the heat of the bile, 
it melts, and then is discharged from the ear, with a disagreeable 
smell. It is called pritikarnaka. There are also four kinds of 
bloody tumors, seven varieties of other tumors, and four kinds 
of swellings to which the ear is liable. 

In defects of the external ear, Susruta recommends the surgeon 
to prepare a new ear, by removing skin from the neighbouring part, 
leaving a connection to keep up its vitality. Cutting off ears was 
a frequent method of punishment and the formation of a new ear 
removed the deformity, which was the more striking in the Hindu, 
as the ear was the place for hanging ornaments, especially among 
the rich. 

Treatment. In these diseases ghee is to be used with the diet, 
with rest, aud bathing, not including the head, while intercourse 
with women is avoided. In karnashula, prandda, bddhirjya , and 
kara the treatment is the same. Give oleaginous purgatives, and 
apply steam of water impregnated with different herbs which cure 
air diseases. This is conveyed to the external ear by means of a 
tube. Fish, cock’s flesh, and that of a bird called luba are to be 
mixed, and applied hot to the ear. The leaves of the banian tree, 
are to be made in the form of a cup, which is to be heated over 
a fire, and the drops of juice which ooze through the leaf, are to be 
applied hot to the ear. The juice of garlic and ginger is also to be 
applied to the external ear. Other stimulating and narcotic medi¬ 
cines, and different oils, are recommended for these diseases of the 
ear. Strong errhines are also to be used. 

In deafness the oil is to be prepared with cow’s urine mixed with 
a decoction of billah , and applied to the ear. Milk and water are 
also of use. For curing the diseases named karnashrdba , putikarna 
and krunikanutka are the* same remedies as above enumerated. 
Strong errhines and fumigations, washing, oils dropped into the ear, 
and various astringent decoctions will be found of use. Gum, ruisin, 
frankincense ( dhitnd ), powdered with the juice of the wild cotton 
tree, are to be applied to the ear. Worms are to be removed by the 
application of such medicines as expel them. The sulphurate of 
arsenic, with cow’s urine, is found of use. For removing the bad 
smell from the ear, use fragrant fumigations. Mustard oil will 
remove the ringing of the ears. Inflammations of the ear arc to be 
treaied as in other local inflammations. For the morbid secretion 
wax remove it by instruments, aud fomentations ; and emetics 
’ 1 errhines arc to be administered for the itching of the car. t oi 
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external substances from tlie ear 
ancl apply it tightly upon the part. 


exhaust the air in a cow' 


,§L 


Order III. 

Diseases of the Nose. 

There are thirty-one diseases of the nose. When the nostrils 
are closed, when one is dry, very dirty, and hot, when matter has 
formed, and when the patient can neither smell nor taste, the disease is 
called Ptnaaa, and is produced by a derangement of air and phlegm. 
When the air is stopped in the palate and nostrils, and there is a bad 
smell which proceeds from the mouth and nose, the disease is called 
Putinaska . In these diseases the treatment should consist in anoint¬ 
ing, and heating the body. Then an emetic and purgative are to be 
given, and errliines exhibited. Hot food is to be used in small 
quantities, and of a kind easily digested. Boiling water is to be taken 
as soon as possible, and the part exposed to steam impregnated with 
aromatic substances. The powder of pepper, dry ginger, &c. may be 
mixed with mustard oil and the urine of cows, to be boiled toge¬ 
ther, and used as an errhine. 

Bile when deranged in the nose produces small pimples, which 
quickly suppurate, and are called Ndslkdpdka . In this disease 
a disagreeable discharge often proceeds from the nose and umbilia- 
cous, for which blood-letting is to be used. When blood flows from 
the nose it is called Niisa-raktapitta , in which case air, bile , and 
phlegm are deranged. Y r hcn the vital part of the nose is wounded, 
deranged air, &c. passes through the nostrils producing a bad smell¬ 
ing sccretiou mixed with blood, it is called Puerakta . When stimulat¬ 
ing substances arc applied to the nostrils, or by regarding the lire, 
the air is mixed with phlegm and passes from the nostrils with a 
noise, this is called Kabuli or sneezing. If phlegm thickens, as 
if prepared by fire, and has a saltish taste, it is called Branmti. 
If hot air proceeds from the nostrils, and air is discharged like 
smoke or is very hot, it is called Dipta. Phlegm when deranged 
with air so as to close the nostrils is called Pratinaha. When air , 
bile and phlegm are deranged in the nostrils it dries. When the 
discharge is thin like water, and passes from the nostrils, particularly 
at night, it is called Pdsdparsisrdbak . 

When the nose is very hot and dry, and the passage of air gives 
great uneasiness, it is called Ndsdparisasak . 

Polypi of the nose, (Ndsdrsah,) and tumor*, of the nostrils 
(Xdsdrbuda) are described under the head of surgery. 

Ptnasa has an acute and chronic form. In the first the head is 
heavy, the patient has no appetite, and the dUeharLv from the 
» ■ 2 L 
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is thin. The voice becomes altered, with occasional vomiting 
weakness of the body. When chronic, the phlegm as it is 
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use arged from the nose, thickens, and the voice becomes natural. 
Ihe colour of the skin is natural, and the discharged phlegm is 
thick, and very adhesive. 

Pntisyaiah resembles Apinnasa and is sometimes produced by 
the neglect in the calls of nature, by eating indigestable food, and 
allowing the accumulation of dust in the nostrils ; speaking or 
crying much; frequent fits of anger, unusual and sudden alteration 
in the seasons, such as want of the accustomed rain, and exposure 
to the sun, watching or sleeping during the day, being wet with 
very cold water or dew, and excessive venery produce the diseases of 
the nose; as also hot tears passing into the nostrils. By these 
causes the humors are deranged in the head, producing the usual 
symptoms of catarrh ; the general symptoms of which are sneezing, 
heaviness of the head, languor and pain, and stiffness over the body 
(Guseska ), 


When produced by air the nostrils become filled up, there is a 
thin discharge with dryness of the throat, palate, and lips, with 
severe throbbing pain of the temples, and hoarseness. 

When bile is deranged the symptoms are a hot discharge of a 
yellow colour, the body is weak, of a gray colour, and hot. There 
is much thirst, and what is vomited is hot, and like smoke. 

W r hen phlegm is deranged the discharge is white or grayish, and 
is copious and cold. The body becomes prie, eyelids swollen, head 
very heavy, and the tliroat, palate, lips, and head, are itchy. 

When air 3 bile and phlegm are deranged the symptoms occur 
rapidly, disappear, and recur again, whether they be acute or chro¬ 
nic. At one time the nose is clean but it again becomes dirty, dry, 
and closes with feetid breath, and loss of smell. This is the bad 
form of the disease, and is cured with difficulty. If neglected this 
disease passes into Pinasa. When it has continued for a long time 
it produces deafness, blindness, loss of smell, cough, and dispepsia. 

When blood is deranged, and is discharged from the nostrils, the 
eyes are reddish. This form is produced by injuries of the chest, 
and both the mouth and nostrils have a bad smell. He loses the 
sense of smell, and worms are produced in the nostrils. These 
uonns arc small and of a black and white colour. The different 
forms of Prahtidka , if not seen by the practitioner early, are not 
curable. 


I bore arc five forms of Arbuda, ortumor 9 attacking the nose, and 
lour of Sota (swellings), four kinds of Arm (Polypus), and liah tapitta 
(hemorrhage) : all these form so many diseases of the nose. They 
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will be hereafter described under the head of 


Treatment . In Putinas lea ghee is to be introduced into the 
nostrils with fomentations. Emetics and errliines are also to be 
used, with light food, and warm water as drink. Smoking with 
aromatic herbs is also recommended. In this disease mustard oil is 


to be used ; it should be prepared with the following medicines : 

Hingu, (asafoetida,) black and long pepper, and 
dry ginger, 

Bachaka , 

Shibati, 

Katphala, 

Ldkshyd , (Butea frondosa,) 

Bacha, (Acorus calamus,) 

Kusta , (Costus speciosus,) and 
Biranga . 

These are mixed, and used as an errhine. 

Ndsi'kdpdka. In this case antiphlogistic means are to be used, 
as the application of leeches, and the paste made of the bark of the 
trees which produce a milky juice, as the banian tree. 

In Puerakta , when pus and blood are discharged, it is to be 
treated as fistulce in other parts of the body. 

In Ptnasa hot substances arc to be eaten, as ginger with salt, so 
as to thicken the mucus, and when chronic ghee is to be taken 


internally with emetics. When the mucus becomes thick it is to 
be discharged by meaus of errliines, purgatives, gargles, and smoking 
with aromatic substances. The person should remain in a shut up 
place. His head should be kept warm, and he should avoid cold 
water and venery. He should also avoid grief, dry food and new 
wine ; when accompanied with fever, vomiting, languor, and diar¬ 
rhoea, fasting is recommended with tonics and carminatives. 


Order IV. 

Diseases of the Eyes, {Akirogah.) 

It is related that Janaka , raja of Mithila or Tirlioot, did not 
perform the usual ceremonies aud prayers to the sun, for which he 
was afflicted with the discuses of the eye. By abstinence and 
humiliation before the sun, however he was cured of the disease ; 
and since then, by proper offerings he obtained the favor of, and was 
instructed by, Surya concerning these diseases. He afterwards 
wrote a Shfatra on the subject, called SdUka TwAra> which is 
stated to be “ in profundity like the ocean.” 

There are 76 diseases of the eye, of these 10 are air diseases, 
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13 phlegm, 25 are produced by the derangement of the 

_humors, 16 by blood, and 2 external diseases. These diseases 

are again subdivided into 9 of the joinings of the eye, 21 of 
the eyelids, 11 of the white part of the eye, 4 of the black part, 
17 of the eye in general, 12 diseases of the true organs of vision 
(Bristi), and two external diseases from injuries. 

1. Description of the Eye . After a description of the size of the 
eye it is stated that it is formed by a combination of all the elements. 
The flesh being produced by the earth, blood from the fire, the 
black part from the air, the white part from the water, and the 
different canals for the tears are produced by ether or sky. The 
black part extends over one-third of the eye, and the pupil about one- 
seventh part of the black part. The tunics arc the two eyelids, and 
of the globe of the eye. The first surrounds the vitreous humor 
( Tezajala , or glistening water), the second is covered with flesh, the 
third with fat, and the fourth with bone. They distinguish five 
circles, the eyelashes, eyelids, the white sclerotic coat, the iris, and 
the pupil. There arc five joinings, the eyelashes with the eyelids, 
the eyelids and white of the eye (sclerotic), the white with the trans¬ 
parent cornea, and this with the pupil, and the corunculo lachryma- 
lis. The humors are carried into the eye by the vessels, and 
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produce many diseases. 

The causes of these diseases are bathing when the body is very 
hot, intensely regarding minute objects, or those at a great distance, 
or sleeping at irregular periods, frequent crying, grief, auger, exter¬ 
nal injuries, excessive venery, constipated or sour articles of food, 
or a kind of pea (Mdslcaldi.) Irregularities of seasons produce them, 
retaining the tears in the eye, smoke and dust, profuse a omiting, or 
stopping it suddenly. These causes with derangements of air, bile 
and phlegm or blood, produce diseases of the eye. The deranged 
humors are conveyed into the eye by the vessels, and produce the 
different diseases in the different parts of the eye. The general 
symptoms of diseases of the eye are its changing its natural colour, 
pain, redness, # a discharge of tears, and there is a burning sensation 
in the eye as if there was an external body in it. The eyelids feel 
painful, as if thorns were under the eyelid, and there is iutollerance 
of light. 

2. Inflammation. There are four varieties of inflammation of the 
eye, produced by derangement in the air, bile, phlegm, and blood. 
The ten diseases of the air are characterized by severe pain in the 
eye, which remains immoveable, a feeling of sand in the eye, which 
is dry, with an inclination to rub it. The patient complains ol 
head-ache, and the tears arc cold. 
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SJMle produces inflammation of the eye, which is characterized 
limning, with the discharge of blood and pus, and cold applications 
are grateful. The eye seems to be covered with a haze, feels hot, and 
has a yellow colour. There is likewise a discharge of warm tears. 

Cough, when it produces inflammation it is characterized by hot 
applications being grateful to the eye, which feels heavy, swelled, 
itchy, and cold. There is also a copious discharge of tears, wdiicli 
are of an oily nature. 

Blood produces inflammation which is characterized by the dis- 
„ charge of a copper colour, the eye is red, and the small vessels of 
the eye become turgid. Before this appears the peculiar symptoms 
of bile are present. When this inflammation is neglected, or im¬ 
properly treated, it produces one of the four varieties of severe 
ophthalmia (Adimanta). This aggravated form has the following 
symptoms : severe pain, as if the eyes were torn ; throbbing, which 
extends to half of the head, and is characterized by the above 
symptoms of each variety. When this is produced by phlegm it 
will destroy the eye in seven days ; if blood is diseased it will de¬ 
stroy the organ in five days, if air in six days, and if bile in one day. 
In the acute stage of this ophthalmia the pain is severe, as if a 
foreign body was in it, with redness and swelling, and a copious 
discharge of tears from the eye. When merely chronic the pain is 
less, with itchiness in the part, the discharge of tears is slight, and 
the eyelids can be opened, aud the globe appears healthy. When 
the inflammation produe _'d by air is neglected, the accessions recur 
at intervals, and produce pain of different kinds. The eye swells, 
suppurates, aud is red like a wild fig. It suppurates without 
swelling, when the other symptoms are the same. The eye in such 
cases is very painful, and the disease is incurable. 

Another form of the disease is named Bdtajparjiya , in which air 
is deranged, and the eyebrow and eye are painful, so that the person 
winks, and brings the eyelids forcibly together. 

SusMkvpdka. When the eyelids arc dry, and suppurate, the 
eye is very painful, the sight is troubled, and the patient cannot 
sliut. the eyelids. 

Anutdyabdta. When the air of the neck and head, cars, cheeks, 
or vessels of the hack of the neck are deranged, and in other 
situations, tiie eyebrow aud eye are very painful. 

In Amlddhasita, the eye is of a green colour with a rod circum¬ 
ference, from the colour of the blood in the part. It extends over 
the eye which is hot, swelled, and tears continually flow. This 
is produced by sour articles of lbod. 

Sirotpdta. It is accompanied with more or less pain in the 
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which becomes red. When neglected this form is called Si - 
rdharsa , when the discharge is of a copper colour, and the person 
cannot see. These are the general diseases of the eye. 
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2. The diseases of the Hack part of the Eye. 

TJtcers of the Cornea , (Bruna-sulcra.) In this disease the black 
part appears spotted, the discharge is very hot, and if it is not near 
the pupil and there is only one spot, which is without pain and any 
discharge, it may sometimes be cured. 

When the ulcer is of long standing, extensive, and deep-seated, 
it is difficult to cure. When depressed in the middle and the mar¬ 
gin elevated it will destroy vision. When both coats (cornea and 
iris) are destroyed by the ulcer, which has a red margin, and has 
been of long standing, it is incurable. 

Abruna-suhra. When the inflammation is in the black part of the 
eye w r ith a burning sensation, it is very white like the moon, it is 
curable. If of old standing, is white, large, and deep-seated, it will 
be cured with difficulty. 

Pdkdtiya , or opacity of the cornea following inflammation. 

Ajakdydta , small tumors like the litter of goats, slightly red, 
which protrudes through the cornea, from which a bloody discharge 
proceeds mixed with pus. 

The j Dristi (crystalline lens) is the principal part of the organ of 
vision. It is like the form of a pea (masnrl), and is produced by a 
mixture of the essential parts of the five elements. It resembles 
the firefly, and it is largely supplied with the eternal fire (Abaytazi). 
It is covered by the external tunic of the eye, and has externally an 
opening (pupil ?). By cold it is kept in a healthy state. The diseases 
of this part of the eye are very tedious in their cure. 

3. Diseases of the membranes of the Eye. 

When the first tunic (Pratarnapatala) is deranged, the vision is 
indistinct. When the second tunic is affected the sight is very im¬ 
perfect, and the person secs an appearance of motes, musquitoes, 
hairs, and nets. In other cases it is in the form of a circle like 
spectres, rays, and as every thing were indistinct and immersed in 
water, or like rain, clouds, and darkness. The person cannot dis¬ 
tinguish distance, so that near objects seem at a distance. 

When the third membrane is deranged he can neither see above 
nor below ; large objects appear covered, and he cannot distinguish 
the features of a person placed before him. Such a person has often 

double vision. . . 

Lingamisa. In this form the whole crystalline lens (Dristi) is 
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ffected, and if not very deep the person can see the moon, star, and 
lightning. When air is much increased the patient sees every object 
red; and when bile is affected, he can see the sun, the rainbow, 
and lightning. In other cases every thing appears black, variegated, 
and like the feather of a peacock. When affected by phlegm every 
object appears as if covered with oil and white. W hen the three 
humors are deranged, every thing appears spotted as of a mixture 
of different colours. When blood is deranged every object appears 
red and dark. In Lingandsa the colour is made of six different tints. 

When the eye is affected with deranged bile it is called Pittabi - 
dagdha dristi, which is characterized by the yellowness, and images 
appearing yellow. If it affects the third membrane he cannot see 
during the day, but can see at night. 

When phlegm is affected it is called Sleshmabidagdha dristi which 
is characterized by the white appearance, and every thing seems 
white. When deranged in the three membranes of the eye it is called 
Nyctalopia , or night blindness. He can see during the day. Grief, 
fever, vexation, severe diseases of the head, cause this disease of 
the eye, in which every object appears enveloped in smoke ; hence it 
is called Sa?nadarsher. In other cases the person cannot see small 
objects during the day, but sees every thing at night. This is called 
Itasajata . 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, and produce a change 
in the iris like the mungoose eye (which is very red) every thing 
appears of a mottled appearance during the day. It is named Naku - 


Idndha . 

Gatnbirakd . When air is deranged it produces the disease in 
which the pupil of the eye is contracted, and it diminishes the size 
of the eye, and is accompanied with great pain. 

Linganfaa is of two kinds. The first is called Sanimita and 
the second Anxmita : the first is produced by inflammation of the 
eye, and the second by the sight of holy sages, by regarding a kind 
of large snake ( Maharaca), or luminous objects by which vision is 
destroyed. The eye in this disease does not lose its natural appearance. 

Abigdta hatadristi is produced by accidents or injuries to the eye, 
by which the person cannot see; the organ becomes red like coral, 
and severe pain is felt as if a person w r as tearing the eye out. 


4. Diseases of the ichite part of the Eye, 
Prastdnjarma. In this disease there is a thin red or dark- 
coloured membrane covering the white part of the eye 

Sukldrma . The enlargements in this disease are white and soft, 
and it advances slowly. 
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^Mftktdrma is characterized by fleshy growths of a red colour 
Adimdnsarma (Ptergium) is a liver-coloured thickening of the 
white part of the eye. It is stationary. Another form is thick, and 
fleshy, and of a white colour. 

Stdrjarma is fleshy swelling of the white of the eye. 

Su/cti, when there are many small spots of a green flesh colour. 

Arjana is when there is a red spot. 

Pistaka is a round white elevation of the white of the eye 
like a drop of water. 

Jdila. The white part in this case is like a net-work, w T ith hard 
small vessels of a red colour. 

Sirdja, in which white pimples appear in the white of the eye, 
surrounded by enlarged vessels. 

BaldsaJca is a silvery copper-coloured spot surrounded by vessels. 
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■*>. Diseases of the joinings of the eyes :—of the eyeball, cornea and 
sclerotica , eyelids, eyelashes, fyc. 

These' diseases are nine in number. The parts sometimes swell, 
suppurate and are painful; the disease is called Puyalisa. Blood 
and thick pus are discharged in these cases. Another form swells 
much, but does not suppurate; is itchy, but without pain. It is 
called Upandha. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged at the joints, and the 
passage of the tears are discharged over the eyelids in the form of 
tears, it is called Netrandri (Fistula Lachrymalis), of which there 
aie four varieties according to the nature of their discharges. When 
pus alone is discharged it is called Parsdsarba . When phlegm is 
alone diseased, and the joint suppurates without pain, the discharge 
is of a white colour, thick, and shining like oil: it is then called 
Klcshmdsrdba. Diseased blood sometimes produces this disease, and 
when there is a hot discharge mixed with much blood it is called 
llaldasraba . When bile is diseased, the discharge has a yellow 
colour, and it is called Pittasrdba. 

When small pimples appear at the joints of the eye, of a red colour, 
they burn and are painful. They are called Parbanihd. Sometimes 
this occurs at the juncture of the cornea and sclerotica, and are 
accompanied by the same symptoms as the last. They are of a 
red colour, and are called Alaghi. 

Krimdgranti. Sometimes worms are produced at tlic juncture 
of the eyelids, and eyelashes. They produce much itching ; and 
sometimes they form between the eyelid and the white part of the 
e y fi * They are of different colours and forms, and destroy the 
eye. 
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Diseases of the Eyelids. 


There are twenty-one diseases of the eyelids. In this class of 
diseases, air, bile, and phlegm may be diseased in a combined or 
separate form. In other cases these derangements affect the vessels 
of the eye, and the blood and flesh, &c. may separately, or when 
combined, produce diseases of the eyelids. 

Atsangani are small eruptions on the external part of the lower 
eyelids, they often open internally; and are produced by diseases 
of the blood. 

Eatnbika are swellings at the borders of the upper eyelid. When 
they break, pus and blood are evacuated; and they are like small 
castor oil seeds. 

Another form of swelling is of the colour of blood ; of the size of 
a mustard seed, hard, and itchy; and water, pus, and blood are 
evacuated from them. When painful they are called PatakC. When 
numerous clusters of small eruptions, are rough, elevated, and situated 
on the inner side of the lid, they are called Bartasarkard. Another 
form are small like melon seeds; have little pain, are situated in 
the eyelids, are rough to the feel, and are called Arsabarta or Bar - 
tdrsi. When like the new shining germ of a plant, the eyelids are 
long, hard, rough, indolent and irregular, and the patient cannot 
open the lid, the disease is called Saskarsa , or dry hemorrhoidal 
tumors of the eyelid. 

Another form is very hot, painful, and of a copper colour ; and is 
soft, and small, with little pain : it is called Angannandmxka. 

Sometimes the eyelids are covered with small irruptions, and all 
the small swellings have the same appearance and colour, and are 
stationary. They are called Bahalabarta . 

Another form of swelling is when the lids are swollen, itchy, and 
painful, the lids being tight over the eye, and the eyelids do not 
completely cover the globe of the eye. This disease is called Barta - 
band a. 

When the internal part of the eyelid is spungy, hot, painful, of a 
copper colour, and changes quickly to a red colour, it is called 
Elistahbarta. 

If in this disease bile is deranged and affects the blood, much 
dirty matter is discharged called Bartahkanlama. 

When the swelling of the lids is both external and internal, with 
burning and itch\ pain of a dark yellow colour with a discharge, it is 
called Sdbabarta. 

When the upper lid is externally swollen, of a red colour, and much 
matter is discharged in its inner surface, it is called Pr< ninabarta. 
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/ When the eyelids are shut, and they cannot be opened without 
their being previously soaked in water, on account of the secretion, 
the disease is called Akhnabarta. 


When the joints of the eyelids become immoveable, and everted 
it is called Bdtahattabarta (Entropium.) 

When a pendulous swelling forms in the inside of the eyelid 
without pain, and is caused by blood, it is named Arbuda . 

When the vessels which move the eyelids are deranged they 
produce winking, or a continual movement of the eyes, when it is 
called Nimassa. 

When the small fleshy excrescences, situated in the eyelids, are 
of a red colour, soft, painful, and grow again when removed by the 
knife, they are produced by diseased blood, and are called Suni~ 
tarsa. Another form of tumor forms on the eyelids like a plum, 
hard, soft, moist, and does not suppurate, but becomes large and 
knotted it is called Lagannah. 

When air, bile and phlegm are deranged the swelling appears 
above the eyelid, breaks, and blood, water and pus are discharged 
through many openings. The pain is so severe as to resemble 
poison, and is called Bishabarta. In other cases these derangements 
contract the eyelids so that the person cannot see distinctly. This 
disease is called Kunchama. 

When air is deranged the eyelashes are turned inwards, and 
inflame the eye, and the person is always rubbing them. It is 
called Pakahapat, (Entropeon,) and is a difficult disease to cure. 

Bile when deranged in the eye produces the falling off of the 
eyelashes ; when the eyelids are itchy and hot, the disease is called 
Pakaksdta. 

Treatment of the diseases of the eye. Eleven of these diseases 
are cured by the excision of the diseased part; nine by scarifications ; 
five by incisions ; fifteen by punctures; twelve by the use of differ¬ 
ent instruments ; seven are cured with difficulty ; and fifteen dis¬ 
eases are incurable. The two general diseases of the eyes are 
considered incurable. 

In treating Ophthalmia (Abisanda), the patient is to have his 
body anointed, and fomented according to custom ; and in both 
Adimanta and Adisanda venesection is to be employed, followed by 
oleaginous glysters and purgatives. Cooling washes, and the vapour 
of certain, medicines, with err Junes, are to be applied to the diseased 
eye. It is then to be covered with a yellow-coloured cloth. Warm 
fomentations, and boiled hot flesh is to be applied to the eye, with 
poultices made of milk and rice. The patient should drink milk 
boiled with the decoction of those plants which cure diseased air. 
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boat’s milk, boiled with the decoction of the root and lcav< 
lie castor oil shrub is to he applied to the eye while warm. 

When the ophthalmia is produced by derangement of the bile, 
blood-letting, purgatives, and the applications recommended in other 
inflammations are to be used. In other cases ghee and goat’s milk 


are to be prepared with the following medicines. Take of 


Gundrd, (Cyperus pertenuis,) 
Shall, 

Shaibala , (Yallisneria octandra,) 
Loclobido, 


Ddrbi, (Zanthorrizon,) 

Eld, (Cardamoms,) 

Udpoloh, 

Rod hr a, 

Mustaka, (Cyperus rotundus,) 

and the leaves of the water-lily and other cooling medicines. Ghee 
is to be used as an external application. The other parts of the 
antibilious treatment is to he followed ; and gold rubbed in the 
milk of a woman, and mixed with honey, may also be applied. 
Liquorice root, mixed with woman’s milk or sugar and water ; or a 
piece of cloth made of the wild silk is to be first moistened with 
water, and then applied to the eye. 

When ophthalmia is produced by phlegm, blood-letting, fomen¬ 
tations, errhines, and colleria, with the application of vapour are to 
be used. Different gargles, and irritants for the discharge of mucus 
from the nose are recommended. The colleria, &c. are to be pre¬ 
pared with medicines which cure phlegm. The patient should eat 
of such substances as do not increase phlegm, the ghee should be 
prepared with bitter plants. This should be repeated daily. The 
fomentations should be prepared with the decoctions of 
Bdld, (Hibiscus tortuosus,) 

Sunli, (Dry ginger,) 

Debddru, (Erythroxylon sideroxcylloides,) 
Kushta, (Costus speciosus.) 

The vapour of these medicines is to be applied to the eye. At 
other times various medicines are formed into a mixture, and*applied 
externally to the eye: such as myrobalan, haridrd, (turmerick,) ma- 
duka, (liquorice,) anjana, and antimony. These medicines arc dried 
in the sun, and when the mixture is to be used, moisten it and 
apply it upon the eyelids. 

When blood produces diseases of the eye, it is recommended to 
use general and local bleeding, strong and frequent purgatives, 
errhines, cold applications, and to apply a mixture of differ- 
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^_ medicines upon the eyelids. When there is much pain use 

soothing fomentations, leeches, and the usual treatment for bile. 
The juice of nimba leaves mixed with iron and copper are also recom¬ 
mended. The juice of sugar-cane, honey, sugar, woman’s milk, 
darbia , and maduka, (liquorice,) are to be applied externally, with 
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the juice of the pomegranate. Water and sugar, rock-salt, and whey 
are also used as external applications. 

Besides the seventy-six diseases, which are common both to children 
and to the adult, there is another which is peculiar to the former. 
This is called Kukundka or purulent ophthalmia. It is caused by 
the bad milk of the mother, and also by the derangement of phlegm, 
air, bile, or blood, singly, or collectively. It affects the eyelids. 
The symptoms are the continual rubbing the eye, as well as the nose 
and forehead; great intolerance of light, and a copious discharge. 

In the treatment bleeding is first recommended with scarifications 
of the eyelids. Then apply stimulating substances mixed with 
honey, in order to discharge the bad humors. With this the 
usual medicines recommended for the mother and child, for purifying 
the humors and improving health are to be given ; such as emetics, 
&c. are to be used. A decoction of the young leaves of jumbu (rose 
apple), dmra (mangoe), datree mulica, and myrobalan trees, are also 
recommended. The eyes are to be washed with this, as well as 
with other astringent medicines. The following mixture is also 
recommended. Take of— 

Nipalaja, (red sulph. of Arsenic,) markka, (black pepper,) burnt 
kunch , (a shell,) rasdnjana , (sulph. of Antimony,) and saindhaba, 
(rock-salt,) with jagary and honey. These medicines are mixed 
with the honey and treacle, and applied with a probe to the eye. 

There are many peculiarities in the diseases of the eyes, that 
cannot be described in a book; but by these general precepts an 
intelligent person will be able to vary his treatment according to 
the circumstance of each particular case. 

The diseases of the eye in which the use of instruments is re¬ 
quired are : 

Utsinjini , 

Bahalabdrla , 

Hurdamabdrta , 

Shdbabdrta , 

Bandabcuta , 

Klktabdrta , 

Pataka, 

Kam bikini, and 
Bdtasarkdrd , 
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'carijications. Before performing this operation the person slioufl 
iike an emetic and purgative. He should be placed in a closed 
cool room without much light, the eyelids separated by the thumb 
and forefinger of the left hand. Moisten the eye with a piece of 
soft cloth which has been dipped in warm water; and with the 
point of a knife on the rough leaf, as of the wild fig-tree, &c. the 
scarifications are to be made. Continue the application of the 
warm water as a fomentation ; after which the following mixture is 
recommended. Take of— 

Manageh , (red Sulphurate of Arsenic,) 

Eases, (Sulphurate of Iron,) 

BasOy (long and black pepper and dry ginger,) and 
Saindhaba , (rock-salt.) 

Mix with honey, and apply a small portion with the probe to 
the inside of the eye-lid. This is to evacuate more completely the 
bad humors. After these have been discharged the medicine is to 
be removed by bathing the eye with warm water. Ghee is to be 
applied to the eye. These applications are to be used, with the 
exception of the scarifications, every third day. 

The effect of these scarifications on the inside of the eyelids is to 
stop the morbid discharge, to diminish the swelling and itching as 
the eyelid becomes smooth. Such results prove that the eyelid 
has been properly scarified. If not performed well, the following 
are the symptoms ; the redness, swelling, and discharge, continue, 
and the symptoms of the disease are not removed. The eyelid be¬ 
comes black, heavy, and is moved with difficulty. There is much 
itching and irritation in the eyelid ; and sometimes it produces 
suppuration of the eye. 

The nine diseases in which scarifications are to be used, are— 


Bortdbabandd, 

Clestabiirtang, 

Bdlabdrtang , 

Patakiy 

Sd/iabarta, 

Cardamaburta , 

Cambikmi, 

Sukardy and 
Utsanjanx . 

The characteristic symptoms of these diseases of the eyelids are 
mentioned above. 

Incision of the eye should be employed in 

Bishagrentt. In this disease fomentations are first to be used ; 
when matter forms, open the abscess, and then apply powder- 
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3^QcJc-salt with the sulphate of zinc, (leasts,) long-pepper, red sul- 
-{djufate of arsenic with honey, to the part, and put on a bandage. 

In Ldgana divide the parts and then apply the powder of Rdcha- 
nds (supposed to be the concrete bile of the cow), saltpetre, 
sulphate of copper, and honey. In other cases the actual cautery 
must be applied. Treatment of Unjdndmeka, (styr,) consists in 
fomenting the abscess, and then applying the sulphurate of antimony 
with honey. 

For the cure of Bishagrenta, first foment, open the part, and then 
apply the powder of the three kinds of matabah , tuto , (sulphate of 
copper,) basis, (sulphate of iron,) and rock-salt. These medicines 
irritate, and increase the secretion of tears, and clear the organ. 
Then use astringent applications. 

In Upandha cut off the diseased part, and then apply fomenta¬ 
tions ; and a mixture of long-pepper, rock-salt, and honey. 

Excision . In TJdemdnsarnid, (Pterygium,) excision is to be used 
for the cure of this disease. First mix ghee with the patient’s food ; 
then apply stimulating powder to the part, followed by fomentations. 
The eye is then to be rubbed with the finger, and when the eye-lids 
are somewhat loosened apply a hook, and draw the fleshy growth ; 
slightly outwards. Then pass a needle under the diseased growth ; tie 
it, and then separate the diseased part from the cornea and sclerotica 
with a round formed knife. Then apply fomentations and a bandage. 

The only diseases in which excision is employed, are : 


Sirdjdla , 

Sorbanicd, 

Ursa, 

Sarskdrsa Urbada, small tumors. 


In Pakakapat, (Intropeon.) In this distressing disease it is re¬ 
commended that from the inner to the outer cantlius of the eye a 
portion of the skin is to be removed, about three lines in breadth, 
in the lower third of the upper eyelid. This operation is particu¬ 
larly described by Susruto, who states the kind of room which should 
be used as an operating room, that in which the patient is to be 
placed, his diet, &c, After the operation apply honey and ghee to 
the wound, which should be brought together by hair sutors. These 
are removed on union taking place. If this operation is not success¬ 
ful, destroy the roots of the hair by the actual or potential cauteries. 

Amaurosis, (timra or darkness.) The patient is first to get oleagi¬ 
nous purgatives prepared with old ghee which has been kept for 
some time in an iron vessel. The ghee is also recommended to be 
prepared from amphibious animals. It is to be rubbed up with 
water and applied to the eye; different preparations of antimony are 
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recommended, such as antimony, honey, sugar, red sul¬ 
phurate of arsenic, mixed together, and applied to the eye. Different 
colleria, fomentations, errhines and other external applications are 
also to be used. These preparations of antimony with other stimu¬ 
lants are to be used. Bleeding is not recommended, but errhines 
are highly extolled. Various other remedies with nutritive diet is 
recommended, as barley with much ghee, the juice ofmyrobalan, and 
the flesh of wild animals and birds. 

Cataract , (lingandsa.) In treatment of this and other diseases 
the patient should first take ghee, as it is supposed to cure the diseases 
of air , which are supposed to derange the other humors. The weather 
should neither be very hot nor very cold in which the operation is to 
be performed. The eyelids are to be kept properly separated by an 
expert assistant; the patient is then to be directed to look to his 
nose, and a knife with a point shaped like a grain of barley is to be 
held between the fore and middle fingers, and thumb of the right 
hand if the left eye is to be operated on, and in the left hand, if the 
right eye. The knife is then to be carried forward near the junction 
of the sclerotica with the cornea, neither high nor low in the eye, (near 
the transverse axis) and pass it on until water escapes. Then 
introduce a probe with a hook at its extremity, which is to detach 
and remove the cataract. When the person sees well, immediately 
after the operation, it has been properly done, particularly when the 
pupil appears clear like the other eye. After the operation apply the 
milk of a woman to the ''ye, with fomentations. Then cover the eye 
with a bandage. For ten days after the operation he must remain per¬ 
fectly quiet in a dark room. During this time his food should be light. 

In the treatment of the following diseases of the eye, the knife is 
not to be used:— 

Sukdkipdka , 

Kaph a b idagdh adristi, 

Pittabidagdhadristi, 

Sakra, 

Vrjana , 

Ptihtaka , 

Amlakij 
A kilnabarta, 

Damadarsi, 

SukU ; 

Prikclnabarta , 

Bald&abasta . 

In external injuries, and their consequences, the following diseases 
are cured by bleeding : * 
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Sirdgdla , 
Sirdharsa , 
Nainapdka , 
Pcibanundtak, 
Puedlasa , 

Also in acute and purulent Ophthalmia. 



Order V. 

Diseases of the Mouth , (Mu/charoga.) 

The diseases of the mouth are sixty-five : viz. eight diseases of 
ths lips ; fifteen of the gums; eight of the teeth; four of the tongue ; 
nine of the palate ; seventeen of the throat; and three general diseases. 

Diseases of the Lips . By using too much food, such as fish, the 
flesh of buffaloes, milk, curdled milk, &c. the three humors are 
deranged producing diseases of the Lips. They become rough, 
hard, and stiff. When the bile is much deranged they are very 
painful, and small eruptions appear upon the surface. When bile is 
deranged, there is much inflammation, the lips become yellow, and 
the eruptions are painful, and of a yellow colour. When phlegm is 
deranged the lips are covered with a thin oleaginous looking matter, 
are cold, stiff, and of a dark yellow, white, or mixed colour. The 
eruptions are likewise of different colours. 

hen blood is deranged in the lips they become red, swollen, and 
very painful. They often bleed. When the flesh is affected they 
become swollen, heavy, sometimes ulceration takes place, and worms 
form in it. When fat is affected the lips become glistening, like 
the surface of ghee. They are also itchy and heavy, and the 
discharge is like pure water. These ulcers do not heal easily. 

Treatment. When air produces diseases in the lips the treatment 
is to apply equal parts of goat’s fat, sesamum oil, ghee, and wax, 
to the diseased part. Fomentations are also to be used to the 
lips. When ulceration takes place, apply frankincense, green 
rosin, (dhujid), a kind of gum ( guguli ), and powdered liquorice. 
Mix and apply them to the ulcers in the form of powder. When 
the disease is produced by diseased bile, apply leeches and other 
local and general antiphlogistic remedies. When phlegm is dis¬ 
eased after local bleeding, use fomentations, gargles, and errhines, 
with fumigations. Powder of long and black pepper, ginger, impure 
soda (sargt kd kdra ), nitre and black salt, mix them together with 
honey, and apply to the part. 

When fat is diseased in the Ups, foment, and if the lips ulcerate 
apply the actual cautery, after which apply powdered pringi\ fodra 
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id the three kinds of myrobalan: mix them together with 
honey. Sucli> are the means of curing those diseases of the lips, 
which admit of being cured. 

When the blood is deranged in the lips, the same treatment is 
to be followed, as when the bile is deranged. 


6. Diseases of the Gums. 

There are fifteen diseases described under this head. 

Sitdda is when the gums are black and blood is discharged with¬ 
out any external cause. In such cases the gums are separated from 
the teeth, soft, and putrid. In other cases they slough. This 
disease is produced by derangements of phlegm, and blood. 

Treatment . Remove blood by scarifications ; then use gargles 
made by decoctions of dry giDger, mustard seed, and the three kinds 
of myrobalan. This mixture is to be used frequently. 

Dantapapataka. This disease is produced by derangements of 
phlegm and blood ; and is characterized by painful swelling of the 
gums, covering two or three of the alveolar processes. 

Treatment. In the acute stage use scarifications; after which 
mix rock, black, and common salts, sachulla , and samheri, with 
nitre and honey. Errhines should also be used, and food prepared 
with ghee. 

Dantabcshta is produced by deranged blood, and is characterized 
by a discharge of pus mixed with blood. In this disease the teeth 
become loose. 

Treatment. After scarifications use the following gargles : mix 
equal parts of the decoction of 

Lodhra , (Symplocos racemosa,) 

Patanga, (a kind of Sandal,) 

Ja8tunadhu> (liquorice,) and 
Ldkshgd, (lac,) or take honey, ghee, and 
sugar, mix and apply to the part. 

Sawesara is characterized by a painful swelling of the gums, 
which are itchy, and are accompanied with a copious discharge of 
saliva. This disease is caused by a derangement of phlegm, and 
blood. 

Treatment. After scarification apply a mixture made of the bark of 
Lodhra , (Symplocos racemosa,) 

Mustd , (Cyperus rotundus,) and 
Pusanjana, (Sulphurate of autimony) with 
honey. Other astringent barks may also be used in the form of 
decoction. 

Mahdsansira is produced by the derangement of air, bile, and 
2 N 
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. In this variety tlie* teeth become loose, with severe pairr^'^ J 
about the palate. Matter is formed in the gums, and the inside of 
the mouth is inflamed. This form is to be treated as the last. 

Paridarali is produced by derangement of bile, blood, and 
phlegm ; and is characterized by blood being discharged from the 
gums ; which are flabby, and separate from the teeth. This form is 
to be treated as Sit&da. 

Apakusa is produced by derangement of bile and blood. In 
this disease, abscesses form in the gums with little pain ; the teeth 
become loose, and when the gums are touched, they bleed. There 
is factor of the mouth, and after the discharge of blood from the 
gums, they again swell. 

In the treatment use purgatives, emetics, and errhines. Scarify 
the part by rubbing the rough border of the fig, or other such leaves. 

Then mix the powder of long and black pepper, ginger, salt, and 
honey together, and apply it to the part. As a wash use the powder 
of long-pepper, mustard, dry ginger with tepid water. Prepared ghee 
with sweet and astringent medicines are to be used as a detergent. 

Baidurba . This disease is caused by external injury, as by clean¬ 
ing the teeth with too hard a tooth-brush. In this disease the 
teeth become loose. 

Treatment. Any sloughing parts are to be removed with the 
knife, and the use of the caustic prepared from potassa. After which 
the antiphlogistic form of treatment is to be used. 

Adidanta . When the air is deranged it produces irregularity 
in the growth of the teeth, with much pain; such teeth should be 
extracted, apply the actual cautery, and then treat it as of a caries 
of the tooth. 

Ad'mdnslka is the swelling round the wisdom-teeth, producing 
much pain and swelling, with the discharge ot saliva. It is produ- 
ced by diseased phlegm. 

Treatment. Scarify the swelled part, then apply powdered 
Backa , (Aeorus calamus,) 

Tejobati , (Pothos officinalis,) 

Pat ha, (a sort of plant,) and 
Sarjekd , (impure soda and nitre.) 

Mix them with honey, and apply to the part. A powder of long- 
pepper mixed with honey may be used, and the wash of astringent 
and bitter decoctions is to be used frequently. 

Sutruta also states that there are five different fistulas connected 

with the gums. 

In the treatment scarify the fistulous 'openings, and then use 
ustringoilt and bitter gargles. Actual and potential cauteries are 
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tepXo be used. Should such fistulae* be neglected they will exten 
■e bone, end the teeth should be extracted, and the part treated 
as a fractured bone. 

If on removing the last molar tooth there occurs much hemorrha¬ 
ge* pain* and paralysis of part of the face, they prove that the tooth 
should not be extracted. When this has been done, use a decoc¬ 
tion of 


§L 


Jdtiy (Grandiflorum,) 
Madana , (Mimosa catechu,) 
Swddukantalca, and 
Khadira , (Catechu.) 


7. Diseases cf the Teeth* 

Tooth-ache (Ddlana) 3 in which the tooth becomes very painful. 
This is caused by the derangement of air. When there is a small 
black decayed part of the tooth which is painful, and discharges 
matter with swelling, and much pain, it is called Krimidantaka , or 
worm-eaten tooth. The treatment of this disease should consist of 
stimulant applications, and oleaginous mixtures. If the tooth is 
loose it should be extracted. After the above medicine the actual 
cautery is to be applied to the diseased part. 

When the mouth is turned to a side, and the teeth broken, as in 
spasms, it is produced by phlegm, and is called Bang ana. 

Sensible teeth , (Dantaharsa.) In this disease the person cannot 
bear cold, or hot applications ; cool air, and sour articles produce 
much pain. Diseased bile and air produce this form of disease. 
For the cure of this disease apply hot ghee, and a decoction of 


* It is curious to compare the opinions of the ancient European authors 
on the nature and diseases of the teeth. Homer calls them “ Barriers 
opposed by nature to slips of the tongue, and the abuse of speech.” In 
the temple of Apollo a tooth-instrument made of lead was suspended to 
Bhew that only those teeth should be pulled out which could be removed 
by so weak an instrument. Aristotle asserts that men have more teeth 
than women, and that this is the case with several animals, as sheep, 
goats, and pigs ! Aretaeus declares, “ God alone knows the cause of 
tooth-ache. Pliny assures us that human teeth contain a pernicious 
virus, and that a bite from them will destroy weak animals. Sylvius 
having copied tne anatomical errors of Galen, and the discoveries of 
Vesalius, which exposed those errors; objections hiving been made to 
them, he replied that " Galen could not have been wrong, and that the 
human organization must have changed since his time.” Thomas 
Bartholin saw a man in whose jaw there grew an iron tooth; and ha 
enters into an argument to show how such a thing may be. 
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Jicines which cure diseased air* The application of the usual 
fumigations will be useful. The food should be animal broths, milk, 
ghee, and different preparations of rice, with oil to the head. When 
the teeth are dirty, and phlegm and air are diseased, dried up and 
deformed, like the scale of fishes, or a piece of broken pot, it is 
called Dantasarkara . In this disease remove the tartar, and apply 
powdered stick-lac ( laka ), with honey. This tartar increases, and 
the teeth become loose, and eventually drop out. It is then called 
Kapdlikd , which is cured by following the same treatment as the 
other varieties. 

When bile and blood are deranged, the teeth become of a dark 
colour, as if burnt in the fire, and the disease is named Siubadantaka. 

Air when deranged, may produce dislocation of the lower jaw, 
which is called Hanamaka , and the symptoms and treatment are 
the same as the form of the disease named Ardita. 

The following articles of food are to be avoided in diseases of the 
teeth ; acid fruits, cold water, hot, dry, and hard food, cleaning 
the teeth with a hard piece of wood, and not the soft recent branch 
of a tree as usually employed. 


8. Diseases of the Tongue . 

When air is deranged in the tongue the person has no sense of 
feeling or taste in the organ, which is rough and divided into 
fissures. This form should be treated like the disease of the lip 
produced by diseased air. Bile . In this variety there is great heat, 
long and red papillae spread over its surface. The part is to be 
rubbed hard to discharge blood, and when the bad blood has been 
removed, sweet applications are to be used with collyria and washes 
for the mouth. When Phlegm is deranged the tongue becomes 
heavy, thick, and the papillee, over the surface of the tongue 
enlarge. 

The treatment should consist in rubbing the tongue with the 
rough leaves of certain trees, or by scarifications, and then applying 
to the part, the powder of long and black pepper with honey. 
Water, in which the powder of mustard seed and salt have been 
mixed, is to be used for cleaning the mouth. 

Ahtsa. This form of disease is produced by deranged phlegm 
and blood, and is characterized by swelling on the upper surface of 
the tongue, particularly near its root. In this disease the tongue 
cannot be moved, and sometimes abscesses form. 

/ipaslbd is produced by diseased phlegm and blood, under the 
tongue. It is like a second tongue. In this disease there is a profuse 
discharge of saliva, accompanied with itchiness and burning pain. 
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Wn this disease the tongue is to be rubbed with rough leaves to dis ¬ 
charge the bad blood, and followed by the application of caustics, 
long-pepper, &c. mixed with honey. The powder of yellow mustard- 
seed and white salt are to be boiled in water, and used as a wash 
for the mouth. Errhines and fumigations, will also be of great use 
in this disease. 


9. Diseases of the Palate . 

1. When the phlegm and blood are deranged in the soft palate, 
it becomes large, like a full bladder, and is accompanied with thirst, 
cough and difficulty in breathing. This disease is called Kantasunda 
(enlarged tonsils.) When they have become troublesome they are 
to be seized between the blades of a forceps and drawn forward; 
and by means of a semi-circular knife the third of the swelled part 
is to be removed. If all be removed so much blood may be dis¬ 
charged as to destroy the individual. If too little is removed it 
will produce an increase in the swelling, with fainting; a red secretion 
from its surface will be produced with sleepiness, an indistinctness 
of sight, swimming of the head, &c. After the operation, the part 
is to be rubbed with powdered black-pepper, 

Alibissd, 

Pdfhd, (a sort of plant,) 

Pacha , (A.corus calamus,) 

Kushfa, (Costus speciosus,) 

Labana, (salt,) 

mixed with honey. The infusion of several astringent herbs may 
likewise be used as a gargle. 

In other cases the swelling is accompanied with much pain and 
heat; suppuration being produced by phlegm, and blood. It is 
called Tundikarl. 

2. When the part is much swelled, hard, and of a red colour, 
and is Ttroduced by diseased blood it is called Adussak , wliich is 
accompanied with fever and severe pain. When the swelling is of 
the shape of a turtle, is without pain, is produced slowly, being 
caused by diseased phlegm, it is called Kachhapa . 

3 . Sometimes the swelling is like a water-lily, and in the soft 
palate is called Raktabuday and is produced by a disease of the 
blood. 

4. When flesh is swelled in the palate, there is no pain ; when 
produced by phlegm, it is called Mdnsasangdhta . 

3 . When swelled like a plum, without pain, and remains in one 
spot, being produced by phlegm, and mixed with fat it is called 
Pitputak, 
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Tdlupdka is produced by deranged bile, and is characterized 


suppuration in the soft palate. 



7. Talushosh. In this disease the palate is very dry, and is 
accompanied with difficulty in breathing, and much pain. These 
six last diseases are to be treated by the use of the same medicines 
as the first. Fumigations are used for two days in the disease 
produced by deranged phlegm. The operations to be performed in 
the different forms of the swelling vary according to their nature. 
Sometimes a part of the diseased part is excised; others require 
to be opened, others scarified, &c. The diet in all these forms 
of disease should be milk, and a decoction of mudga or pulse. In 
all these forms of disease sigars are made of those aromatic sub¬ 
stances which are best suited to the nature of the disease, and 
smoked by the patient. 


Order III. 
Diseases of the Neck. 


These diseases consist of 1. Diseases of the throat; 2. Hoarse¬ 
ness ; 3. Goitre ; 4. Scrofulous swellings; and 5. Tumors of the 
neck. 


1. Throat. 


There are five forms of diseases of the throat. 

When air, bile and phlegm are deranged in the throat separately 
or combined, or when the blood is diseased they form the five 
varieties of this disease. These produce a swelling in the throat, 
which shuts up the wind-pipe, and produces sudden death. It is 
called llahini . In such cases the treatment is to bleed the patient 
generally and locally; give an emetic, apply fumigations, and use 
gargles and errliines. 

When the air is deranged, in the severe forms all the symptoms 
of deranged air are produced. After the discharge of blood, apply 
rock salt over the wounds, and warm ghee; fat, and marrow warmed 
are to be used as a gargle and retained in the mouth. This is to be 
repeated frequently. 

Bile. In this form papilla; of flesh quickly enlarge, become hot, 
and ripen, with severe fever. After bleeding, sugar, red sandal-wood, 
and honey are to be applied to the part, with a decoction of grapes 
and Parusaka . 

Phlegm, The passage of the throat is closed, and the swelling 
remains long and at length suppurates. Fleshy elevations are 
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ted. After bleeding, soot, mixed with hot articles, as Ion* 

>lack pepper, &c. is to be applied to the part. Oil prepared°with 
Siyatd , (Arabian jasmine,) 

Biranga , and 

. Bantiy (Croton polvandrum,) 

to be used as a gargle. 

^hen air, bile and phlegm are deranged at the same time, the 
swelling suppurates to a great depth in the tongue. It is incurable, 
and the three forms of symptoms of diseased air, bile, and phlegm 

r ear ', l ! ie treatment is the same as for the separate form. 
When blood is deranged many small swellings form upon the tongue, 
and near its root, accompanied with symptoms of deranged bile. 
This form may be cured. The treatment is the same as the last 

When a swelling like a plum is situated in the throat, and pro¬ 
duces difficulty in breathing, and a hard and rough swelling, it is 
caused by phlegm, and is named Kantasdluka. In this form 
scarifications are to be made on the swelling. The treatment should 
be the same as that of Tantukard, or disease of the palate. Adiiiba 
is a swelling at the root of the tongue like a second tongue, (this is 
probably a swelling of the epiglottis,) and is produced by the phlegm 
and blood. When it suppurates it is incurable. The treatment is the 
same as that o i Apazlbika one of the diseases of the mouth. Various 
other swellings of the throat are also mentioned, such as Balds* , a 
swelling of the throat which prevents swallowing, and is produced 
by phlegm. It is incurable. Pl.elgm and air produce the swelling 

“ f' 6 J r ° at * ^ lch ' S acc °“ P amed with severe pain, and difficulty 
in breathing. This is also a very dangerous form of disease. 

Diseased phlegm and blood produce a swelling in the throat 
accompanied with itchiness, and a burning sensation. It is soft, 
heavy, and does not suppurate. It is called Ekabrinda. In this 
form scarifications are to be made, and astringent gargles are to be 
used. V hen it is accompanied with fever, it is called Brinda . This 
is au incurable disease. 

A thick swelling of the throat, causing difficulty in breathing, and 
surrounded by small papulae like piles with much pain, is produc¬ 
ed by air, bile and phlegm; it is called Satagni, (or it is like the 
instrument of this name which at once kills 100 persons:) it is 
incurable. 

^ ie i u this disease is like the stone of a plum, 

no pain u, w rnr and is produced by diseased phlegm, and 
blood. It is cured by being rem0 ved by a knife. 

a/ungna (C ioup ) Vhen phleghm stops the passage of air, this 
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s dryness of the throat, hoarseness, difficulty in breathing 
great uneasiness. It is incurable.* 

Mans at ana 3 is a swelling in the throat which produces suffoca¬ 
tion. It is always dangerous. 

Bidarl. The swelling is accompanied with great pain, redness, 
followed by sloughing. This is an incurable disease. 

Gidlagha , is a large swelling in the throat extending over the 
throat with great pain, and high fever. The patient cannot swal¬ 
low food nor drink water. It is produced by phlegm and blood, 
and is considered incurable. In general the forms of disease pro¬ 
duced by bile should be treated by the antiphlogistic treatment, and 
those by phlegm by astringent and hot applications. When pro¬ 
duced by air the applications should be of ghee, oil, and other medi¬ 
cines for the cure of air. 
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2. Hoarseness , (Swarabheda.) 

The causes of this disease are loud speaking, poison, long conti¬ 
nued reading, external injuries, exposure to cold, &c. When air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged in the air-passages they produce 
the six varieties of hoarseness. One is produced by derangements 
of the air, bile, or phlegm ; by the combination of the three ; by 
fatness ; and by weakness. 

1st. Air when deranged produces this disease, when the per¬ 
son’s eyes, mouth, urine, and dejections become black, and his 
tone of speaking is slow, and like an ass braying. 

2nd. When bile is deranged, the eyes, mouth, urine, and dejec¬ 
tions are of a yellowish colour, and the patient speaking from the 
throat, with a sense of burning pain in the part. 

3rd. Phlegm when deranged, the throat is filled with mucus, 
and the person speaks little and that slowly and with difficulty, par¬ 
ticularly at night. 

W r hen air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, the combined symp¬ 
toms of the three varieties are present; and the patient speaks so 
indistinctly that he cannot be understood. This form is incurable. 

4th. When weakness or diminution of the essential parts ( dhatu) 
produce the disease, the patient cannot speak, and when he tries, 
smoke appears to procc d from the mouth, with pain. He speaks 
very little. This form is also incurable. 

5tli. When it is produced by fatness the person speaking is 
indistinct, and he thinks his throat and palate are covered with some¬ 
thing. Such disease will not be cured when the person is weak, old, 

* Croup is not nnfrequent in Hindustan but it is less dangerous, be¬ 
ing of a more chrome nature than in Europe. 
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when it has been of long continuance, and is congenital. In 
fat people, and when produced by the combination of tlie three 
humors it is also incurable. 

In treating this disease tlie body is first to be anointed with oil, and 
the bowels cleared by emetics, purgatives, and enemas. This is to 
be followed by the application of different kinds of errhines, gargles, 
and fumigations to the throat. When these remedies have been used 
without the desired effect the medicines recommended for asthma 
and cough are to be tried. When air is deranged, the patient should 
take ghee after dinner. The ghee is to be mixed with a decoction of 
Kdsamarda , (Cassia or Senna esciilenta,) 
Bat aka> 

Mark aba. 

When bile is deranged, the gl.ee is to be prepared with the juice of 
Arttagala , 
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Jabakshar } (Saltpetre,) 
Asmadu , 

A'r, 

Chritsak, 


Ami aka , (Emblic myrobalan.) 

For diet he should use milk, rice, aud molasses, with ghee. 

AVhen phlegm is deranged use rice, milk, and powdered liquo¬ 
rice-root with ghee; and other expectorant and heating substances, 
with cow’s urine, are also to be used. 

The variety produced by fatness, is to be treated as in the form 
produced by diseased phlegm. 


3. Goitre , (Galaganda.) 

The swelling of the throat, whether it be small or large, is called 
by this name. It is of an oblong form like the scrotum. Ifc is 
produced when air and phlegm are diseased in the throat, and dis¬ 
eased fat slowly produces it. 

When air is diseased there is pain in the throat, and black veins 
spread over it. The swelling is of a green or red colour, dull and 
irregular. This form increases slowly aud rarely suppurates ; but, 
when it does it is without any apparent cause. The person has a 
bad taste in bis mouth, with dryness of the palate and throat. 

Phlegm. In this variety the swelling is hard, fixed, cold, and the 
colour is not altered. It increases slowly, is heavy, iteb v, and large, 
and sometimes suppurates. The taste of the mouth is sweetish, 
and the palate and throat is as if covered with some matter. 

When produced by diseased fat it is slow in its increase, and 
suppurates with little pain, and is of the shape of a pumpkin ( Kadu ), 
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a small root. The swelling increases, and diminishes with 
changes in the size of the body. The face is shining as if auointed. 
The swelling is heavy, of a yellowish colour, and of a had smell. It 
is itchy and painful, accompanied with a peculiar change in the voice. 
The unfavourable symptoms are difficulty in breathing, softness of 
the part, and after it has continued for one year, it is accompanied 
with dispepsia, and hoarseness. When the person is thin and weak 
he will die. 

Treatment . Foment the parts with steam, by means of a tube 
proceeding from a vessel, in which those vegetable remedies are 
boiling which cure diseased air. When air is deranged, the steam 
of warm milk is used; and warm poultices prepared with flesh 
and oil are to be applied, and an opening made into it, and it is then 
to be treated like a common inflammation. The following external 
applications are also recommended. The seeds of 
Sana , 

Atasi, (Linum usitatissinum,) 

Mulaka, (Raphanus sativus,) 

Sight, the pulp of the 
Piluy and 

Tila, Sesamun seed, are made iuto a poultice 
and applied to the swelling. A paste made with urine, and the 

juice of acid fruits, such as 

Aquiseka , 

Brikshaka , (Wrightea antidysenterica,) and 
Tilaka , are recommended. 
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Oil prepared with 

Bahty (Sida cordifolia,) 

Shcetbaldy (Vallisneria octandra,) and 
Pitabald ; or with 
Amartabald , 

Ninth a, (Mclia nzadirachta,) 

Hansiabia , 

Trikaka, 

and long pepper , is used internally. 

When produced by phlegm, fomentations are to be applied as 
above; open the swelling, and oil prepared with different salts, and 
with the ashes of long pepper, and other heating medicines is to be 
exhibited internally. Use also externally, paste made of gun) a with 
the water of the ashes of patdsa , and applied to the part hot. 

Diet —use barley, a decoction of mxidga with cow’s urine, or with 
powdered long and black pepper, ginger, and honey. 

When caused by fat apply a paste made of 
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• Sudda , 

Mandura, 

Danti, (Croton polyandrum,) and 
Rasanjana , (Sulphurate of antimony.) 

The gum rosin of the sdl tree, with cow’s urine may he used daily : 
or make an incision, remove the fat, and sow up the wound ; then 
apply ghee and honey to the part, or hot oil. The patieut is to 
live on a preparation of harley, and apply a tight bandage to the 
part. The decoction of the three kinds of mvrobalan is also recom¬ 
mended. 

4. Scrofulous swellings , ( Gandamdld .) 

When many small tumors like plums appear in the axilla, neck, 
back, and groins, they are produced by diseased fat, and phlegm. 
They suppurate slowly, and continue to appear and suppurate for a 
long period, when it is called ApachL When not attended by any 
bad constitutional disease it is curable, but when accompanied with 
Coriza , with pain in the sides, cough, fever, and vomiting, it is 
incurable. 

Treatment . When indolent and recent, follow the same treatment 
as of local inflammation, support his strength ; ghee, fat and mar¬ 
row, are to be prepared with a decoction of 
Apehibati\ and 
Dasamula , 

and applied to the part Different fomentations, fumigations, and 
poultices are to be applied, and when they suppurate, open and dis¬ 
charge the matter ; wash the wound with a decoction of 
Bilwa, (iEgle marmelos,) 

Arka, (Calotropis gigantea,) and 
Arjuna , (Pentaptera arjuna.) 

A poultice made of 27/a, and the leaves of the Castor-oil tree mixed 
with salt, and applied to the part. Then apply oil which has been 
prepared with a decoction of 

Rdsnd, (Mimosa octandra,) and 
Sarala t (Pinus longifolia.) 

When the disease is produced by bile, apply leeches, with milk 
and water, and other cold applications. Aperients are likewise to 
be given, and a paste made of 

Madhuka, (Bassia latifolia,) 

Jambi , or 
Juna, and 
Betasa, with 
Sugar. 
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it suppurates open, and wash with a decoction of astringent 
Then apply a poultice, and ghee prepared with liquorice, 
and other sweet medicines ; as 

Kdkoli , (Coclus Indieus,) 

KshdrakdkoH , &c. 

When produced by phlegm use rubbing with the finger, or with 
iron, stone, or a piece of bamboo : make also a paste of 
Bekantakd , 

Arikbuda, 

Gunja, (Abrus precatorius,) 

Kakddmi , and 
Tapasabirka , 

and apply to the part. If not situated in a vital part remove the 
tumor with the knife, and when the blood is stopped treat it as a 
simple wound. 

5. Tumors of the Neck, (Manskunder.) 

Is a variety of the Gandamdld or scrofulous swellings. They are 
hard and large, and when they suppurate they should be opened. 
After which the cavity is to be cleaned with astringent washes. 
Detergent medicines are also to be used, as honey, ghee, and caustic 
preparations. Then apply oil prepared with a decoction of 
Biranga , 

Pdfhd , a plant called AJcnadi , and 
Rasani, (or turmenck.) 

When the tumors are produced by fat apply a paste made of 
Scsamum seed. Then two folds of cloth are to be placed over the 
part, and a hot iron is to be applied frequently over the part. If the 
tumor is not removed in this way, the knife must be had recourse 
to. In this and in all scrofulous affections, emetics and purgatives 
are to be occasionally exhibited. Errliines are also of use. The 
actual cautery is to be applied across the arm immediately above 
the wrist leaving an interval of the breadth of a finger between each 
application. 




larks. 


Class V. 

Diseases of the Chest. 

Order I. 

Asthma , (Sicdsa.) 

This disease is produced by the same causes as produce hiccough. 
It is by the Prdn-bdyu changing its place, and being confined in its 
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e by phlegm, which produces the difficulty iu breathing, 
are the following five varieties of asthma:— 

1. Siudsa is a severe disease, and has only slight varieties. It 
is ushered in with pain in the chest and sides, loss of appetite, rest¬ 
lessness, tightness of the abdomen, a bad taste in the mouth, and a 
constipation of the bowels and bladder. 

1. Mahd-swdsa. The air is confined in the air passages by the 
phlegm, and thus produces Asthma. The patient respires with dif¬ 
ficulty, and with a noise like that of a wild bullock. He becomes 
low-spirited, his eyes are always moving about; his mouth open, 
with constipation of urine and fieces ; he speaks with difficulty, and 
his distress may be observed from a distance. 

2. Urdha-swdsa. The patient iu this disease respires with 
difficulty and with an effort; the air passages being closed by 
phlegm, and the air trying to escape gives much pain. His eyes are 
directed upwards, he cannot see, and different objects appear before 
the eyes; sometimes he faints, his mouth remains dry with restless¬ 
ness and severe pain over the body. The respiration becomes more 
difficult, and he dies. 

3. China-siudsa . This form occurs in fits at irregular intervals. 
In these cases he is sometimes still, and cannot breathe. The vital 
parts are much affected, and very painful. He is constipated in his 
bowels, with much perspiration and drowsiness. He complains of 
much pain in the bladder, which is very hot, his eyes are always 
rolling about, and red ; great debility, low spirits, mouth dry, bad 
colour of the skin, and delirium. Such persons quickly die. 

4. J'amaka-swdsa . In this variety the air passes in, but is not 
discharged easily. The vessels of the neck and air passages are 
affected, with a collection of mucus in the air passages. Catarrh 
is produced, as indicated by yellow sputa from the mouth, and 
snoring, with great uneasiness and difficulty in breathing. When he 
coughs he often faints, but on mucus being discharged he feels 
easier. At times he canuot speak, docs not sleep, and when he 
does he complains of much pain in the sides and chest. lie is 
easiest in the sitting position, and likes hot things. His eyes are 
turned upwards, he perspires much in the forehead, his mouth is 
dry, aud the body swings about as if he was riding upon an elephant. 
Trom time to time his breathing is difficult. This disease is in¬ 
creased in cloudy, rainy, and cold weather ; especially during the 
prevalence of easterly winds. Whatever increases phlegm, is liable 
to increase the disease. This form of disease may be cured if recent, 
but in the old, or when it has continued for some time, it is not 
curable. When this form is combined with fever, and dozing, it 
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Pratamaka. When produced or increased by Udabar 
obstipation,) Ajirna , (dyspepsia,) Rajah , (or dust) and darkness. 
In this form cold things give relief, and the person sees imperfectly 
like one in darkness. This is called Sangtamaka. 

5. Khudra-sivasa, It is produced by dry food and exercise. 
In this form there is less difficulty in breathing, and there is no pain 
or uneasiness. It does not prevent diglutition, nor the action of 
the senses, and only produces difficulty in breathing on running, &c. 
No other disease is produced by this one, and it is curable unless 
when combined with some other disease. 

Treatment . In Asthma mild purgatives and emetics are to be 
given. Old ghee prepared with myrobalan, black salt, and asafee- 
tida, with powder of long pepper. Ghee prepared with the five 
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salts, as rock, black, common salt, 

Sabaritulla , and 
Sambari . 

In other cases the ghee is to be prepared with the decoction of 
Bdsa/ca , (Justicia ganderussa,) 
or ghee prepared with Turmerick, Liquorice, 

Sri tig 

Madurikiij (Anithum sowa,) 

Bgdghri, (Solanum jacquini,) 

Shunt hi, (Dry ginger,) 

Rasdnjana , (Sulphurate of antimony,) 
Banlochana , and . 

Must aka, (Cyperus rotundus.) 

Acid fruits are recommended, with broths made of the flesh of birds 
which pick their food, as fowls, pigeons, &c. The heads of deer 
prepared with peas, and mixed with ghee are also used. 

The following electuary is recommended. Take of the powder 
of the bark of 


Bydghri , (Solanum jacquini,) 

Sringabira, (Ginger,) 

Sarkara , (Sugar,) 

The ashes of the quills of the porcupine, and the seeds of Trikan- 
taka . These are to be mixed with the juice of the litter of the 
cow, honey, and the powder of long pepper, and administered in 
the usual manner. 


Order II. 

Cough , (hdsa.) 

This disease is produced, by smoke or dust entering the mouth 
and nostrils, by fighting, by great fatigue, by dry food, by articles of 



entering the air passages, by sneezing, or by resisting the calls 
of nature. These causes derange the vital air (Prdn-bdyu) in 
the chest, and the Uddn-bdyu which is situated in the trachea, by 
which the air which passes through the air passages to the mouth, 
produces a peculiar noise, like a broken metallic vessel. 

The disease may likewise he produced by air, bile, and phlegm, by 
ruptures of the respirator)" organs, or by the loss of particular hu¬ 
mors. All these varieties of cough, pass to consumption if neglected. 
The disease commences with a feeling in the mouth and throat as it 
it was covered with some irritating substance. It feels itchy, or 
there is a stinging which prevents the passage of the tood into the 
stomach. 

The symptoms of cough are produced by deranged air , the 
change of voice, the dry and frequent cough, distresses the patient, 
with pain in the temples, head, stomach, and chest. The face be¬ 
comes sallow, and the person becomes weak. 

When bile is deranged the mouth is dry and hitter, and the 
breath is hot with fever ; the person complains of thirst, and severe 
pain over the body ; the expectoration is sour, and of a yellowish 
colour, and the skin becomes yellow and hot. 

When phlegm is deranged, the mouth is full of mucus with head¬ 
ache, loss of appetite, languor, frequent cough, with thick mucous 
expectoration. The person cannot labour, has trequent fits of 
coughing, the body is heavy and weak, he has no appetite, the 
frequency of coughing increases, and much phlegm is expectorated. 

KatazoA Kdsa is caused by excessive venery, fatigue, carrying 
heavy weights, going great distances when unaccustomed, and 
violent exercise upon horseback or elephants. By these causes the 
air passages are injured or ulcerated, when the patient is first affected 
with dry cough followed by spitting of blood, much pain in the 
throat and chest, which is increased by pressure. The joints and 
other parts of the body arc painful, as if pins were penetrating it; 
pain in the muscles, fever, diificulty of breathing, thirst, hoarseness, 
and change in the voice, so that it resembles that of wild pigeon. 

Khyd Kdsa (Pneumonia ?) This form of the disease is produced 
by taking improper tood, at improper, or unusual times ; exces¬ 
sive venery, and neglect of the calls of nature. In other cases the 
disease is produced by grief, by food which has a had taste, or 
produces disgust by which the internal heat is diminished aud de¬ 
ranged, with the air, bile, and phlegm. This disease is characterized 
by the person being affected with severe pain and emueintion of the 
body, fever, and a burning sensation of the body. Uis intellect 
becomes affected, and the person loses his strength. The cough is at 
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't dry, is accompanied with vomiting, and is followed by purulem 
and bloody expectoration. When these symptoms arc present they 
are rarely cured ; and in weak persons the disease is generally fatal, 
unless when recent. In old age the cough (Jard Kusa) will remain, 
and not be removed. 

When Katazoa and Khyd Kusa are recent, with the assistance of a 
good physician, and proper remedies, a cure may be obtained. 
When air, bile and phlegm produce these diseases separately, it 
may be cured. 

The Treatment of Khyd Kusa is the same as that of Jakhak . 
The treatment of Katazoa Kasa is as follows :—When the cough is 
produced by deranged air it is first to be treated by oleaginous 
medicines, such as prepared ghee, glysters, different animal broths, 
milk, and fruit. The patient may also take the decoction of— 
Shdlparni, (Hedysarum gangeticum,) 
JPrishnipami, 

BrihatC, (Solanum melongcna,) and 
KantikM, (Flacourtia snpida,) 
with the powder of long pepper. 

Another electuary is prepared of powder of 
Shunfhi , (Dry ginger,) 

Shringi, 

Kandy 

Long pepper, 

Barghul, 

Jagry, with Til a oil. 

W heu produced by bile give a purgative with sweet substances. 


§L 


Tiori 

Tribrity (Convolvulus Turpethum,) and 
Sugar. 

He should likewise take a decoction of— 

SardcMy 

Panchamula, 

with long pepper and raisins. His food should be the broth of 
wild animals, good rice, and bitter vegetables. His drink^should 
be prepared with 

Bala, (Sida cordifolia,) 

Brihatf, (Solanum melongena,) 

Bdsokuy (Justicia ganderussa,) and 
j Drdkshdy (Grapes.) 

These are to be mixed with two seers of water, which are to 
he reduced by boiling to one : take this frequently. Milk with 
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^lgar is also recommended. When the disease is severe, and is 
produced by ‘phlegm give first an emetic, with tried barley, and hot 
spices; such as long-pepper, saltpetre, and light and dry food, 
with stimulating medicines. For this purpose take a decoction oi 
horseraddish, 


Patkala , 

Puslikara, (Costus speciosus,) 

Bhdrgi, 

Pi puli } (long-pepper,) and 
Sunth', (dry ginger,) or the juice of fresh 
ginger with honey. Form these into a decoction, in the usual man¬ 
ner, and use it occasionally. 


3. Phthisis Pain ion alls, ( Consumption .) 

Raj Jakshyd, (the prince of disease;) Shosha , Kshgd , Kfiinct, 
(emaciation;) Kshata , (rupture or ulcer of the respiratory organs.) 

The mythological origin of this disease is that the moon married 
seven sisters, but attaching himself to one, the others complained 
to their father, who punished the moon, by declaring that he should 
be afflicted with consumption. This origin ; and the precepts in the 
treatment, proclaim its frequent, and fatal nature. It is charac¬ 
terized by coughing accompanied with bloody expectoration. 

It is produced by grief; by the evacuations being retained, 
when nature endeavours to expell them ; by great loss of the 
humors of the body ; by performing unusual and unnatural actions, 
as ineffectually endeavouring to raise heavy weights ; and by run¬ 
ning, swimming, or other violent exercise. Consumption, by eating 
bad^ood, or at unusual times, and in unusual quantities, by fasting, 
by boils and sores in the chest, and by old age. Is also supposed to be 
produced by diminishing the mental and bodily strength, by blunting 
the senses, by producing difficulty iu breathing, by altering the voice, 
by producing vomiting with expectoration, by a discharge from the 
eyes, nose, and mouth. In such cases the body dries, and the sur¬ 
face appears dirty. 

When the air, phlegm, and bile, are deranged iu the above 
disease ; the chyle vessels are stopped by the humors, but particularly 
phlegm, and the other parts of the body are not nourished. Another 
form is produced by excessive vencry, from the great discharge of 
semen, by which all the other elements are deranged. The disease 
commences by the person becoming emaciated and debilitated ; dilli 
cult breathing and pain over the bodv comes on, with cough, and n 
discharge of mucus, from the mouth and nose. The palate is drv, 
vomiting, and loss of appetite takes place, from the internal heat 

v 2 p 


MINI ST^ 


322 



diminished. There is also derangement of tlic mind, jaundice, 
cough with expectoration, and the loss of taste, and smell. The pati¬ 
ent sleeps continually, and the eyes become of a pearl white colour. 
The person is fond of animal food, and is desirous of intercourse 
with women. The following symptoms indicate the presence of 
this disease ; when the patient’s voice changes, he sees in his dream 
crows, parrots, porcupines, peacocks, vultures, monkeys, and lizards ; 
and he supposes he is mounted upon these animals. He sees also 
dry beds of rivers, dry trees, as if destroyed by storms, and by fire. 

The characteristic symptoms are pain in the shoulders, and sides 
of the chest. A burning feverish feel of the palms of the hands 
and soles of the feet is felt, which extends over the body. 

Consumption is sometimes produced by derangements of one of 
the three humors. The symptoms produced by derangement of the 
air are hoarseness; pain, particularly in the shoulders and sides of the 
chest, and a bent form of the body. The symptoms of bile are fever, 
the body burning, diarrhoea, and hemoptisis. The symptoms of 
phlegm are a fulness and heaviness of the head, no appetite, cough, 
and the windpipe is painful as if bruised, with a change in the voice. 
When all the above symptoms are present at the same time, and in 
the same person; or when there is cough, diarrhoea, pain of the 
chest and sides, hoarseness, loss of appetite and fever, or when 
cough, asthma, and the discharge of blood is present, with emaciation, 
the person will die. When these bad symptoms are absent the 
physician may attend the person, but when the person has a strong 
appetite, the food does not produce strength, flesh, or diarrhoea; or 
when the testicles or stomach swell, the person will not recover. 
When the person is strong, the disease recent, and he has slight 
fever; when he can work, lias a good appetite, is ccjual to the treat¬ 
ment, and follows the judicious instructions of the physician, such a 
person may recover. 
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When the eye is white, when there is no appetite, with great 
derangement of breathing; when there is a great secretion of urine, 
with pain, the person will not recover. The other form of consump¬ 
tion is produced by excessive venery, grief, old age, great fatigue, by 
taking long journies on foot, by the debility produced by old ulcers, 
and by the rupture of the organs of respiration, by which the body 
will become thin, and the disease declare itself. By excessive venery 
the body becomes emaciated, debilitated, with the other symptoms 
of diminished semen, such as pain in the scrotum and penis, impo¬ 
tence, or a slight discharge of semen, mixed with blood, when the 
body becomes yellow, and the other humors are diminished. 

When consumption is produced by grief the person remains coin-. 
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_ [aining, with the other symptoms of the last form ; but without the 
evacuation and the symptoms of deranged semen. When the disease 
is produced by old age the body becomes very thin, the person can¬ 
not labour, his organs of sense and strength are diminished, his 
body shakes, he has no appetite, and his voice is like a broken pewter- 
plate when struck. There is always a flow of saliva lrorn the 
mouth, weakness, and heaviness; and his eyes, nose, and mouth dis¬ 
charge mucus. The dejections, and surface of the body are in these 
patients dry and rough. When the body is tliiu from great fatigue, 
or walking ; the person cannot get up, his body changes in colour, 
is painful and some parts lose their sensibility. The palate, throat, 
and mouth are dry. When produced by other kinds of violent 
exercise or by a rupture of the lungs, the symptoms are the same as 


above. 

When old ulcers debilitate the body, by the great loss of blood, 
when there is much pain, and there is little nourishment in the 
food which is taken, the disease is incurable. When consump¬ 
tion is produced by a rupture of tlie respiratory organs, as by the 
frequent use of the bow and arrow, by carrying great weights, when 
a weak person fights with a strong man, when jumping from a great 
height, or when a person attempts to run after and seize an ox, a 
horse, or a dacoit, or pull at a bow, or throw pieces of wood or stone, 
the disease is dangerous. In like manner, loud reading, walking 
quickly and to a great distance, or swimming much, much horse ex¬ 
ercise,* or running up a height or to a great distance, dancing quick¬ 
ly, or other bad customs, eating very dry articles, or very little food, 
or only one kind of food, will produce the disease. When this disease 
is present there is great pain in the breast as if it was wounded, pain 
in the sides, and the body dries up, and shakes. By degrees the spirit 
aud strength fail, and the colour of the skin is diminished or unnatu¬ 
ral, there is no appetite, with fever, pain, dejection ot mind, diarrhoea 
and loss of appetite. The sputa is of a light blue or yellow colour, 
with a bad smell, and like the knot of a piece of rope, being unequal. 
At other times the sputa is mixed with blood. These symptoms in¬ 
crease daily, with pain in the chest, more blood is vomited, and the 
cough becomes more severe. When the body is much emaciated 
from the drying up of the juices, indicated by the parched dry 
mouth, &c., the urine has the colour of blood, and the sides, back 
and thiglis are painful. Consumption often occurs in iiie progress 
of other diseases, and is always accompanied with danger, being 
cured with much difficulty. When the internal heat is natural, ami 
the symptoms not severe, and remain but a few days, the person 
will be cured. If it continues one year the cure will not be accoro- 
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^pjished,. anil when the severe symptoms above enumerated 
present the person will die. 

Treatment . When the appetite is good, and the person is not 
very thin, and is careful, the physician may treat him. Ghee is to 
be taken internally, which had been prepared with Stira?i } and other 
sweet, and nourishing medicines. This is to be followed by the use 
of mild purgatives, and emetics. Enemas are also to be given, and 
errhines to clean the head. The diet should consist of prepared 
barley, flour, rice, with animal broths ; when his appetite is good, 
give nourishing food, particularly the flesh of crows, owls, brahmany 
kites, rats, mongooses, wild-cats, earth-worms, and all animals that 
burrow under the earth. These are to be boiled with oil, salt, 
and peas. The bodies of the animals are to be cut and bruised, 
and juice extracted. Wine made of grapes is to be given, with flesh 
of asses, mules, horses, camels, elephants, prepared in the usual 
way. The ghee of goats and sheep, with preparations of barley, arc 
very proper. A mixture of ghee, honey, long-pepper, black pep¬ 
per, with chubbo (a pungent bulbous root), and Biranga (a vermi¬ 
fuge kind of seed), mixed with honey is also of use. The Tubushin 
(or salt of balumy or carbonate of allumina) is mixed with honey and 
Til oil. Another mixture is made by the powder of 
Asuganda , (Physalis flexuosa,) 

Tila, (Sesamum orientals) and 
Masa, (Phaseolus radiatus,) 

with ghee of goats and honey. Garlick, pepper, &c., are given in 
gradually increased doses, and continued as alternative medicines. 
There are various mixtures recommended to nourish and give tone 
to the body, none of which it is necessary to enumerate. 

It is recommended to eat the flesh, dejections, and blood, and 
live in the same house and in the same room with goats. The pati¬ 
ent should carefully abstain from vencry, avoid grief, anger, fatigue, 
and the other causes which produce tli£ disease. lie should also 
court the society of brahmans, physicians, gurus, and study the 
sacred writings. This is recommended in consequence of the danger 
of the disease. 


4. Hiccupy (Ilikka.) 

This disease is produced by nearly the same causes as Swdsa 
(asthma), and Kcisa (cough). Such as heavy and iudigestable 
food, or roasted, hot, and dry food ; or much food, or an improper 
mixture of food, or articles that increase cough, &c., so as to pro¬ 
duce constipation. In other cases very dry things, cohl things, or 
situations, exposure to dust, smoke entering the mouth or nostrils; 
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r much heat, as exposure to the sun, and hot air. "S iolent exercise 
Shooting arrows, carrying heavy loads, walking great distances. 


not attending to the calls of nature, or long fasting produce this dis¬ 
ease. It is called hikka , because the air comes to the mouth fre¬ 
quently, with a peculiar noise, and the spleen, liver, and intestines 
seem to be coming up to the mouth. This disease quickly debili¬ 
tates, and destroys the prana (life). 

The precursory symptoms are a heaviness of the throat and 
chest, an astringent taste in the mouth, and a rumbling noise in 
the belly. 1 here are five kinds of hiccup, in all of which air and 
phlegm are deranged. 

1. Vnnugd. Ihis form is produced by taking too much food and 
drink, which deranges the air, and produces the disease. 

2. Jumuld. In this form the passage of air proceeds, after a 
considerable time, with eructations of air, and the head and neck 
shake at the moment; hence the name. 

3. Khudrd (hiccup) takes place slowly, is not strong, and 
proceeds from the scrobiculus cordis. 

4. Gambird. In this form the hiccup commences from the 
navel, is strong, and very noisy, and is always accompanied with 
other severe or fatal symptoms. 

5. Makati . There is frequent hiccup, which produces pain in 
the vital parts, and shakes the whole body. The unfavourable 
symptoms are when hiccup is accompanied with fixed eyes, as if 
drawn up by some o^e ; when there is great weakness, and the 
patient’s arms and legs are thrown out, with frequent sneezing. 
When the person is very weak, and old, or becomes weak after ex¬ 
cessive venery, with no appetite, and a cough, itwilf'sepn prove fatal. 
When combined with other diseases, as delirium, fainting, great 
thirst, &c., it will be fatal. When the person is strong, has a good 
constitution, hiccup may be cured. Thus when the patient is not 
thin, when his memory is good, his tissues and senses are healthy, 
the person will recover. In the treatments prayers are first to 
be offered up to all the gods, on which occasion one nostril is shut up 
by the finger, and by the other nostril the air is taken into the 
lungs. Fear of all kinds cures it; and when a child is attacked if he 
be accused of having stolen something, or if he is threatened to be 
beaten, the sudden charge will cure the disease. Needles suddenly 
thurst into the skin, to produce a sudden surprise, will also cure it. 
Liquorice-root, mixed with honey, and taken in the nostrils as an 
errhine, or powdered long-pepper, with sugar and warm ghee, milk, 
and the juice of the sugar-cane will be of much use in curing the 
disease. If the person is not very weak give him a purgative and 
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cmgtfc ; and use fumigations with gram, raisin, and other fragrant 
medicines. The ashes of the bones of animals, with honey, are 
also used for the same purpose; or the ashes of the feathers of 
peacocks, with honey and ghee. Impure soda with lemon juice also 
cures hiccup, and hot barley water with ghee gives relief. A de-^ 
coction of myrobalan is of much use, as also long-pepper, sugar, 
Emblica myrobalan, and ginger with honey. The fried flesh of wild 
pigeons, aud of different birds, porcupines, deer, granhas, formed into 
broths with acid fruits and ghee should be used. Purgatives, with 
salt or sugar, and clysters are also in some cases used with advantage. 
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5. Diseases of the Jleart, 

Painful affections of the heart Ridraga (Angina pectoris?) are 
produced by want of attention to the calls of nature, the use of hot 
and dry food; the improper mixture of food; an intemperance in 
eating, or unusual food; which causes indigestion, and deranges the 
humors. The impure chyle is received into the heart, aud pro¬ 
duces this painful disease ; of which there are five varieties. \Vhen 
produced by deranged air the patient feels various acute kiuds of 
pains, sometimes it is lancinating, at other times as if the heart was 
cut or torn. When produced by deranged bile there is much pain 
in the heart, with thirst, heart-burning and dryness. This is suc¬ 
ceeded by fainting, much sweating, dr}*ness of the month, and 
smoke appears to come out of the mouth. When produced by 
phlegm the patient feels a heaviness of the heart, a discharge of 
mucus from the mouth and nose, loss of appetite, and a sweet taste 

the mouth. 

When produced by worms there is a lancinating, or piercing pain 
.hi the region of the heart; nausea, vomiting, belching and loss of 
appetite. The eyes become dark greenish, with emaciation of the 
body. All these diseases of the heart terminate in emaciation, 
languor, loss of appetite and strength, with giddiness. 

Treatment . When produced by derangements of the air , the 
patient should first have his body anointed with oil, and he should 
take an oleaginous purgative followed by an emetic. He should next 
take the following mixture: Powdered long-pepper, cardamums. 
Bar ha, asafeetida, saltpetre, rock-salt, dry ginger, and Jawdni, with 
the juice of acid fruits and whey-wine or vinegar. He should eat 
good rice, with the broth of wild animals properly prepared, and 
occasionally use oleaginous glysters. 

W hen bile is deranged the patient should be treated as in 
bilious fever, and all the decoctions and mixtures recommended 
in this disease are to be used. When produced by deranged 
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an emetic with a decoction of ninth leaves and bacha; 
with the mixtirre recommended above for derangements of the air. 
He should also take a purgative of Tribnt with ghee. 

When produced by worms, the patient should eat meats prepared 
with ghee and rice, for three days; and then lie should take purga¬ 
tives of salt, and a decoction of aromatic plants. lie should after¬ 
wards take wine with powdered Biranga . By this means the worms 
will come out of the heart. He should next cat Biranga powder 
(the best anthelmintic medicine), with barley for food. 



Class VI. 

Diseases of the Abdomen . 

1. Dyspepsia , (Agni Mdndya.) 

Tliis disease is supposed to be produced by derangements of the 
internal fire. It has four varieties. 

1st. When there is too little fire, it is called Manda Agni; 
when food is not digested, or only imperfectly. In this form, the 
diseases of phlegm are often present. 

2nd. When the fire is too strong, as when bile is deranged, it 
is called Tikhna Agni. In this case, little or even large quantities 
of food are digested ; and the diseases of bile are liable to occur. 

3rd. When the air ; s deranged the food is sometimes digested 
and sometimes not; from fii£ being sometimes in the natural state, 
and at other times it is deranged. In this case the disease is called 
Bishama Agni, when other diseases of air are present. 

4th. Bhasma Agni, (Bulimia,) when pungent, sour and dry food 
are taken for some time ; phlegm is diminished* and air is much 
increased; the internal fire, with the deranged air, absorbs the 
liquid part of the body, and the food when taken is soon digested, 
or reduced to ashes, and the person is not satisfied. This disease 
is accompanied with great thirst, dry cough, tainting, giddiness, 
burniug of the body and emaciation, with severe constipation, and 
much perspiration. 

When there is no increase or diminution of the air, bile, 
and phlegm, in the same person; the fire remains in the natural 
state, and is called Sania Agni. This is not a disease, but is the 
most favourable state of digestion, and is the condition in which 
food is properly digested ; when not taken in too small, or too 
large quantities. The divisions of the digestive organs into the 
parts in which the iood are received, Amasia, (stomach;) Agni aria. 
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duodenum;) and in wliicli the digested food is removi 
'abasia, (the small intestines,) is probably from the known struc¬ 
ture of the intestines of the inferior animals. 

This disease is produced by drinking much water, and eating 
at unusual hours, when very little food is taken, and the calls 
of nature are resisted ; when the person is sleepy or is in a 
passion, or is afraid, grieved, or fatigued at the time of eating; 
and when he dislikes the food during the time of eating. It is also 
produced, when the person sleeps during the day, instead of at night, 
or is irregular in the time of sleeping, and when at the usual time of 
dinner, little is eaten. By such causes the food is not digested in 
the proper manner. When phlegm is deranged the food tastes 
sweet, and is indigested ; when bile, the taste is sour, and the food 
in the stomach produces eructations; and air when deranged causes 
the partially digested food to be dr'edup, with pain in the stomach. 


2. Ajirna , ( Indigestion .) 

This disease is divided into three varieties, A'ma Ajirna, Bistabdha 
Ajirna , and Bidag dim Ajirna . When digestion is good, the food 
is properly prepared for the use of the body, the eructations are free 
and without taste, and the dejections are natural ; the body is light 
and elastic, and the person is inclined to exertion, he has a good ap¬ 
petite and the food is tasty, and is accompanied with thirst. 

When digestion is imperfect the person’s temper becomes bad, 
he i 3 subject to anger, is fearful, and becomes covetous. The food 
of persons with a bad and hasty temper is not properly digested. 
When indigestion occurs, there is a disinclination to exertion, with 
giddiness ; the body is heavy, the colour of the skin bad, and there 
is no passage of air; such a person does not like his tood, his under¬ 
standing is impaired, and his bowels are cither constipated or there 
are copious dejections. 

The unfavourable symptoms of this disease arc fainting, delirium, 

vomiting, ft copious discharge of saliva from the mouth, with languor, 
and giddiness. 

A'ma Ajirna. In this disease the body feels heavy, with a flow 
of saliva and phlegm from the nose. The eyelids swell, and there 
arc eructations of the substances eaterr, some time before. 

In Bistabdha Jjlrna, the air is deranged, and produces severe pain 
in the stomach, with flatulency. The stomach swells, there arc no 
dejections, no air escapes, and the person remains stupid, with his 
understanding impaired, and pain over tlic body. 

Tn Bidagdha Ajirna , the bile is deranged, the person has sour 
‘ nictations, complains of thirst, is giddy and often dozes. 3 To com- 
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in tlic abdomen, has a free perspiration over the body, which 
hot. r 

When there is want of digestion, although the individual thinks 
the appetite good and eats, still it docs not nourish the body, but 
acts as a poison in destroying the person. When the food is not 
taken in the usual quantities, digestion is not performed, and is 
often followed by disease. When a person cats like an animal,' 

without consideration, he will be affected with indigestion, which 

is the cause of other diseases, as cholera, drum-belly, and con¬ 
stipation. 

Treatment. As indigestion, dispepsia, aud costiveness, are consi¬ 
dered as only varieties of the same disease, the same plan of cure 
is to be followed in these cases. 

In dispepsia, myrobalan, dry ginger, and sugar are to be taken 
internally ; rock-salt and myrobalan ; dry ginger with sugar; the 
powder ot long-pepper and myrobalan, or the juice of the pome¬ 
granate. In the morning, to clear the bowels the patient should 
take the following mixture : mix equal parts of 
Dry ginger. 

Black and long pepper, 

The seeds of Danti , (Croton polyandrum,) the 
Root of Tribrity (Convolvulus turpethum,) and the 
Root of Chitra , (Plumbago root, rizia 3 ) 
and take with u little sugar. This powder produces appetite 
and cures costiveness, pain (sM), enlargement of the spleen and 
Jaundice. 

Iu indigestion the following mixture is recommended : Take of 
Asafoetida, black pepper, long-pepper, and dry ginger, equal parts ; 
make this into a paste with water, and rub it over the abdomen 
(Charaka ). The decoction of coriander seed and ginger is recom¬ 
mended, as also a mixture of powdered myrobalan, long- pepper, 
and rock-salt in whey. 

In the variety of this disease which is named Atna-jinia emetics 
are given, such as a decoction of Bachn , Orris root (Acorns 
calamus), rock-salt, eacli half a told in hot water. This will he 
repeated four or five times until the person vomits: or he may take 
as a diuretic the infusion of coriander seeds with a little giuger. 

Bidagdha-jinh . Fasting is also recommended, aud cold water to 
drink ( Sushruta ). 

Iu Bistabdka-jirna warm applications are to be made, ex¬ 
ternally to the abdomen. In other cases of despepsia take of 
Black pepper. 

Long-pepper, 

2 a 
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Ginger, 

Ajamodd , (Ligusticum ajwaen,) 
llock-salt, 

Jirait , (Cumin seed,) 

KrUhna-jiraka , (Nigella Indica or Sativa,) and 



Hingu, (Asafcetida,) 

of each equal parts. Mix and reduce them to powder; dose two scru¬ 
ples. Small quantities of wine and honey mixed with water may 
also be administered. 

In despepsia, should the patient have sour eructations, with heart¬ 
burn, dried grapes (kismis) with myrobalan and honey, are to be 
given in the form of an electuary. 

In Bhasmdgni (Bulimia) the treatment should consist in takiug 
purgatives frequently followed by heavy, indigestable, and oily food ; 
unleavened cakes of rice, ghee, and sugar; the flesh of amphibious 
animals, as the buffalo, tortoise, &c. Fish is also recommended, 
mutton prepared with cocoanuts, &c., barley with wax-flower and 
water, ghee and sugar ; oily fruits, as walnuts, almonds, &c., so as 
to weaken the digestive powers which will cure the disense. 

3. A Lusaka, (drum-belly.) The abdomen in this disease be¬ 
comes enlarged and tight, with a rrtmbling noise, and the air passes 
upwards, followed by a constipation of fccces and air; with great 
thirst, eructations, and pain in the stomach. 

4. Bilambika, or constipation, is somewhat different from 
drum-belly, as there is no swelling nor tightness of the abdomen ; 
nor is the indigested food either rejected by vomiting nor by stool; 
but is retained in the abdomen causing much pain there, and 
likewise producing various diseases in different parts of the body. 
Constipation is always difficult to cure. 

5. Bis&chika, (Cholera.) The person first feels pain, as from in¬ 
digestion, in the abdomen, followed by frequent stools and vomiting, 
great thirst, and pain in the abdomen, fainting, giddiness, yawning, 
and cramps in the legs. The colour of the body is altered, accom¬ 
panied with shivering, pain in the chest, and head-ache. The 
unfavourable symptoms of cholera are, the lips, teeth and nails 
become blackish, the person insensible, with frequent vomiting. 
The eyes become sunken, voice feeble, and the joints loose, with 
great debility. Such a person may be taken out to be burnt, 
as he will not recover. The most fatal symptoms of cholera 
arc, waul of sleep, restlessness, shivering, no secretion of urine, and 


insensibility. # , 

This is certainly the same cholera which is still so common, nnu 
fatal in this country ; but as a sporadic disease. It did not then 
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m to have taken on that wide spreading epidemic form, wliidh 
ias done so frequently since the year 1817* 

The treatment of drum-belly, constipation and cholera are nearly 
the same. In all it is to he commenced by exhibiting a strong 
emetic. In cholera it is recommended to apply the actual cautery 
to the inner side of each ankle joint; and hot external applications 
to the body. In all these cases fasting is enjoined, and after the eme¬ 
tics, medicines for correcting and soothing the pain in the stomach 
are to be used, followed by purgatives. When the faintness and 
purging has ceased, light easily digested food is to be given when 
hungry; such as conjee mixed with stomachics, &c. clysters, with 
purgatives, such as a decoction of Zowhori (Convolvulus turpethum), 
castor oil, &c. 

For internal exhibition. Sushiuta recommends the following: 
Take of 


Myrobalan, 

Bacha , (Orris root,) 

Hinc/Uy (Asafcetida,) 

Indrajab , (Wrightea antidysenterica seed,) 

Gringha , (small variety of garlic of a red colour,) 
Sabardala , (rock-salt,) and 
At ibis ha, (Atis or Bitula.) 

The powder of these is to be mixed w ith warm water for use. 
Mustard seed with sugar is likewise recommended, also Burhok or 
Bitlaban , or black salt. 

Saindhaboy (rock-salt,) 

IiinyUy (Asafcetida,) with acid fruits. 

These are to be mixed in water and taken two or three times a 
day. 

The treatment of cholera must vary, and hence it is that so many 
different plans of treatment are recommended according to the 
prominent symptoms that are present. 

Vomiting is to be produced by a decoction of Bacha and salt. 
Wheu there is much vomiting it is to be stopped by the following 
preparation: Take thirty-two ratis of each of the following me¬ 
dicines :— 

Caranja , (Galedupa arborea, Roxb.) 

Ntmba, (Melia azadirachta,) 

Glucki , (Minespennum glabrum,) 

Arjuna , (Pentaptera Arjuna,) 

Bacha , (Orris root,) 

Mix them with one pint of water ; boil to ft quarter. 

2 a 2 


This will 
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lie vomiting. For cramps, take mustard oil, rock salt; 



fa, (Costus speciosus.) 
parts effected. 


Mix when warm, and rub it into the 


6. Chardi , or Vomiting 

Deranged air, bile, and phlegm, produce this disease; as also 
when the three humors are deranged, or when the person takes too 
much fluid, or bad articles of food. When disgusting objects are 
seen, smelt, or eaten, it may produce this disease. In other persons 
it is produced by eating food too fast, or at unusual times, and by 
great fatigue, grief, indigestion, and worms. The state of pregnancy 
likewise produces vomiting. 

Before vomiting occurs, the person complains of nausea, a cessa¬ 
tion of belching, a watery and saltish discharge from the mouth, he 
dislikes food, becomes weak and unsteady in walking, which is fol¬ 
lowed by vomiting. 

When produced by air the vomiting is frothy and scanty, much 
pain is felt in the back, and sides of the abdomen ; great exhaustion, 
and vomiting occurs, with a loud noise, and an astringent taste in 
the mouth. When bile produces vomiting, the person feels faint, 
thirsty, the mouth is dry and the head, palate, and eyes hot. He 
sees indistinctly as if he was in darkness, his body turns round, 
and he vomits a bitter matter of a yellow, hot, green, or sour nature. 
When phlegm is the cause the patient is heavy and dozes, his mouth 
is sweet, phlegm is discharged, thick, white, and copiously mixed 
with mucus, and a horripilation is felt. The person has no appetite, 
and the fluid vomited is neither salt, sour, nor bitter. When air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged, all the above symptoms are present. 
When produced by the sight of disagreeable objects, pregnancy or 
worms, the humors will be deranged, and the variety of the disease 
will be distinguished by their peculiar symptoms. When produced 
by worms, there is frequent eructations, and much pain, accompanied 
with the symptoms of those diseases of the chest which arc pro¬ 
duced by worms. 

The unfavourable symptoms are great debility, and the matter 
vomited being mixed with blood and pus, or resembles the varie¬ 
gated colour of the peacock’s tail. There is also frequent vomiting 
in other dangerous diseases. All 1l*e varieties of vomiting are pro¬ 
duce,l by disorders of the stomach, and in the treatment fasting is 
always to he enjoined. When vomiting is caused by indigestable 
matter in the stomach, emetios and purgatives are recommended. 
In all the varieties, light, dry and ngreeable food should be exhibited. 
Different decoctions arc also to be used according to the d< range- 
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of the humor 
juice of lemon. 




as recommended in the treatment of fever, 
mixed with the powder of long-pepper and 


honey, may be sucked in the mouth with advantage in vomiting. 
A decoction of barley with honey, or fried rice boiled in water, and 
made into conjee is to be used. The paste of coriander seeds mixed 
with salt, and the juice of acid fruits will be of use. The pulp of 
prunes or myrobalan, with spices, will also be of use ; as well as all 
articles possessed of agreeable smells. The broth of wild animals, 
bitter mixtures, and different kinds of agreeable food are all useful 
in checking vomiting. 

During pregnancy the woman should be supplied with those 
articles of food which she wishes to eat, as the want of them will 
hurt the fetus, and will increase the tendency to sickness and vomit¬ 
ing. 


7. Dysentery, (Atisdr.) 


Dysentery is produced by a variety of causes ; such as exposure 
to cold, eating very cold articles of food in considerable quantities, 
eating much ghee and oily articles, very heavy or hot substances, or 
very thin or dry articles of food ; eating several articles of food 
with contrary qualities, such as milk and fish, &c., or any kind of 
indigestable food, causes this disease. In other cases it is produced 
by the food not being properly boiled or mixed, or being eaten at 
improper times; or when not properly seasoned, or iu unusually 
small or large quantities. Iu some cases the disease is produced 
by poisons, great fear, or grief; by unwholesome drinking water ; by 
much wine, and peculiar food which thus affects certain persons"; 
and by irregular or sudden changes in the seasons. Remaining long 
in the water while bathing, worms, deranged or constipated alvine, 
or other excretions, sometimes produce the disease. The symptoms 
are explained by the internal fire being diminished by morbid 
watery secretions, or phlegm generated in the intestines; this is 
mixed with the faeces, and is carried off downwards by the air of 
the part. Hence the production of watery stools, &c. In some 
cases the fever occurs first from the derangement of air, bile, and 
phlegm ; in other eases the dysentery precedes the fever, and some¬ 
times both occur together. Iu these cases abstinence from eating 
and dunking is to be observed, and such medicines are to be given 
as prepare the food that is in the abdomen. If dysentery is present 
such medicines ate to be used as will dry* up anti stop this discharge, 
and the physician is to decide in each case which sort of remedies 
are to be giveu, whether they should be to cure first the fever or 
the diarrhoea. 
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ere are six varieties of this disease, as when the air, bile, ami 
phlegm are deranged, it forms so many kinds ; wher* the three are 
deranged together, when produced by grief, and when caused by 
mucus in the abdomen. Bhanantwari says, there are many other 
varieties as the symptoms vary from time to time. 

Before this disease developes itself a sharp pain is felt in the 
chest, umbiliacus, and anus, and in the abdomen under the false 
ribs, which is succeeded by want of appetite, languor, and lassitude 
of the body; no air passed by the anus, the patient is costive, the 
abdomen swelled, and every thing taken remains undigested. When 
air produces the disease it commences with great pain ; the dejections 
are of a dark yellow colour, frothy, dry and frequent, and in small 
quantities mixed with the indigested substances, which have been 
eaten, pain is felt in the anus on the expulsion of air, and the urine 
is scanty. 

2. When bile is deranged, the dejections are expelled with an 
effort. They have a bad smell, are hot, and of a red yellowish colour, 
like the water in which flesh had been steeped. In other cases they 
arc of a blue or red colour, and are accompanied with thirst, dozing, 
heat of body, free perspirations, and tenesmus at the time of the 
evacuation. There is often in such cases inflammation of the rectum 
with violent fever. 

3. When phlegm is deranged, the person dozes, the dejections are 
white, thick, and constipated, mixed with phlegm. lie has no appe¬ 
tite, complains of languor and lassitude wTh dozing, and has fre¬ 
quent calls to stool, which are passed without any noise. 

4. When the above three humors are deranged the dejections 
are of different colours. The patient is very thirsty with languor, 
dejection of mind, and drowsiness. This kind of dysentery is fatal 
when children and old people arc attacked ; and in all cases it is 
difficult to cure, and will cause much vexation to the physician. 
The symptoms will vary according as one or other of the above 
forms predominate. The cause of th<_ disease will likewise vary 
the symptoms. 

5. When grief produces dysentery, the person has the internal 
fire of pukcuia der.mgcd by the watery vapours, which are formed by 
grief, and passing into p aha si a mixes with the fire, and deranges the 
bright blood of the pari. This blood is mixed with the dejections, 
often, becomes putrid, and is expelled with them. In other cases it 
is discharged by itself. Sometimes it ha? u bad smell, in other cases 
it has not. The cure is tedious, and physicians are vexed by its 
obstinacy. If the dejections are frequent, the cure will be very dit- 
ficult. 
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The sixth form is when it is produced by mucus, which d^ 
es the stomach and is discharged frequently of various colours. 
There are also two forms of dysentery, one being acute (Ama- 
apdka) or crude, and the other chronic (Pdkdtisdr) or mature. 


Acute Dysentery , (Amarciktdti'sdr.) 

This form is known by the dejections sinking in water, and being 
very foetid. In the pdka variety the opposite symptoms to the 
above are most prominent, and the abdomen does not feel heavy. 

The unfavourable symptoms are a stiffness of the body, dejections 
of a dark bluish colour, like the ripe rose-apple ; in other cases the 
colour of the dejections is like that of the lime, of ghee, or of oil, of 
tallow or marrow; in other cases they are like milk or curds ; or 
like water in which flesh had been washed ; or black, blue, or yellow ; 
or like the colour of these three mixed together in different propor¬ 
tions ; or like the water of Madar. In other eases they are very thin, 
of a foetid smell, and cold ; or of the colour of peacock’s feathers, or 
that of the rainbow, or dry and hot. Sometimes the dejections are 
consistent, or like the brain, or like the refuse of well washed and 
beaten bark (fibrous), or its decoction, and are evacuated in large 
quantities. When the sick person is thirsty and hot, breathes through 
the nose, has hiccough, and pain in the side, and skin, with loss of 
memory, dosing and stupor, the disease will be fatal. Such a person 
has no inclination to do any thing, and remains stupid and complains 
of pain in the anus, like that of a ripe boil. He speaks incoherently 
and becomes insensible, with an involuntary discharge from the anus : 
such persons will not live. When the person is very much reduced 
in flesh, is cold and the abdomen distended, with pain in the anus : 
such a person should not be attended by the practitioner, as the dis¬ 
ease is incurable. 

The physician should be able to distinguish the symptoms of 
Ama, or acute, from those of chronic dysentery. Without this he 
will not be able to treat the disease properly. 

In the acute form the person should abstain from food, and very 
light medicines should be administered to improve the,dejections. 
If there is much pain and flatulency, he should take an emetic of 
salt, loug-pepper, and hot water. After vomiting, very light food, 
of a farinacious kind, is to be given. The physician should be care¬ 
ful in the acute stage uot to stop the stools by alringents, or the 
like, as it will produce Gulma , anasarca, dispepsia, piles, and drum- 
belly. W ben the stools arc frequent, and very scanty, he may take 
myrobalan (Jiaritaki). It the watery stools are copious, emetics, 
and the following medicines are to be administered. A specimen 
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^ (ose \yilj only be given, as so very numerous receipts of this 
^mu are given in the Hindu MSS. Take equal parts of 
Ifaritaid , (Myrobalan,) 

Atibisa , (Atis or Batula,) 
ffingu, (Asafcetida,) 

Soubor chullon, (rock-salt,) 

Bacha, (Orris root, Acorus calamus,) 
powder, mix, and give half a told or more, according to the age 
oi the patient, for a dose, with a little hot water, wine, or conjee.° 
When deranged bile produces this disease, heating and stimulat¬ 
ing medicines are not to be given ; but he should take conjee, and 
agreeable bitter medicines. After some days of fasting, when he has 
some appetite, such bitters as 


Atis, (turmerick,) 

Atibisha, (a plant Aknudhi, B.) 

Indrajab , (the seed of Wrightea antidysenterica,) 

Bata, 

Rasdnjana , (Sulphurate of antimony,) 
are to be formed into a decoction, and given two or three times a day 
with honey. In cases of bloody flux, boiled rice is given for food 
without water. In this manner the acrimony of the disease is 
supposed to be absorbed by the dry rice. 

When the symptoms yield to these remedies; the urine increases, 
and zs discharged without the passage of feces, which are discharged 
freely and w.thoutpain, the appetite is restored, and when there 
1-5 no uneasiness in the abdomen the person will recover. When 
there is swelling of the hands, feet, and joints, without any secre¬ 
tion ot urine, and the dejections are very hot, the disease is con¬ 
sidered to be increasing in violence. 

In the chronic state (Pdkdtisdr), when the stools are frequent, 
astringent medicines are to be given as follows. Take of 

Samant/d, (Lycopodium imbricatum, a sensative plant,) 
Datakipuspa, (the dowers of Grislea tomentosa,) 

Manjistd, (Madar,) 

Lodra, (Symplocus raeemosa,) 

Must aka, (Cyperus rotund us,) 

Sdlmulibesta, (a kind of kiuo,) 

Rodhra, (a tree called Lodh), 

Darimata, (hark or shell of the pomegranate fruit,) 
imx equal parts of these medicines in powder, and give half a told two 
three times a day. When there is much pain, with costiveness, 
* n ‘ blood is passed with mucus, take milk boiled with three pints 
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enemas of demulcent medicines with 


8. Diarrhoea , (Grihini.) 

By the use of improper food the internal fire is weakened, which 
deranges the place where it is situated, between the stomach and 
place of the chyle. When any thing is eaten, which is not properly 
digested, and is frequently discharged, with or without pain, some¬ 
times liquid, at other times consistent, sometimes it is evacuated 
without air, and at other times it is foetid, it forms this disease. 
Before it commences the patient complains of lassitude and weak¬ 
ness of the body, accompanied with noise in the intestines, sour and 
bitter eructations, and a bad taste in the mouth. When a singing of 
the ears, oedema in the hands and feet, with pain in the joints, 
vomiting, fever, thirst, loss of appetite, and a heaviness and burning 
sensation of the body occurs, in old cases, the prognosis should be 
guarded. These symptoms are varied when either the air, bile, or 
phlegm, or their peculiar symptoms are present. 

Treatment . The bowels are first to be cleaned by an aperient 
stomachic; astringent remedies are then to be taken, with wine in the 
morning, and butter-milk. Asafoetida, and other stomachic remedies, 
as ginger, are useful. The fever and other diseases which sometimes 
accompany it, are to be treated in the usual manner. 

Another form of Diarrhoea is called Sangraha Grihini; from San - 
graha , (a collection,) an 1 Grihini , (place of internal fire ;) in which 
there is much noise in the stomach, with laziness, weakness and 
lassitude. The stools are unnatural, irregular, and evacuated with 
noise ; sometimes they are thin, and in other cases they are consistent 
or hard, and of a pale colour like indigested food. Some people re¬ 
main ten or fifteen days, or even one month, without any fecal dis¬ 
charge ; other patients feel well during the day, but have frequent 
dejections during the night. The prognosis of this form of disease 
is unfavourable, as it is obstinate and is cured with much difficulty. 
The treatment of this is the same as that of Grihini ; consisting ot 
laxatives, stomachics, and astringent, light, and larinacious diet. 

9. Gulma , (Swellings in the Abdomen.) 

When air, bile, and phlegm are derauged by eating had food, at 
irregular times, or by unsuitable exercise, this disease is produced, 
which resembles a ball iu the abdomen. There are five kinds and 
situations of this disease; One in either side of the abdomen, 
one in the umbiliacus, another in the pelvis, and one between the 
< 2 R 
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test and the abdomen, (scrobiculus cordis,) sometimes the swell¬ 
ing is fixed, and at other times it is moveable.* There are four 
kinds of this disease in the male, three by the derangement of air, 
bile, and phlegm, another by the morbid mixture of the three, and 
the fifth kind is peculiar to females from the retention of the 
menses. 


<SL 


Gulma is ushered in by much belching, costiveness, loss of appe¬ 
tite, difficulty of making water, fulness of the body, with flatulence, 
and indigestion. These symptoms are followed by others produc¬ 
ed by the use of food and drink of a dry nature, by a kind of wine 
which produces roughness of the surface of the body, by improper 
food, or by eating it at irregular times, or eating too much, bv taking 
unsuitable exercise, and by neglecting the calls of nature, such as 
sneezing, and dejections, grief, accidents, bruises, or by too great 
evacuations or fasting. The symptoms of Gulma, produced by air, 
are its being situated in the abdomen, in the umbiliacus, or sides, 
and its moving about. It is sometimes small, and at other times 
large ; sometimes round, at other times long ; sometimes the pain is 
slight, at other times severe, with constipation, dryness of the throat 
and mouth ; the skin of the body Having a dark yellow colour, and 
fever commencing with chilliness. The pain in the breast and sides 
of the abdomen, shoulders, or head are considerable, particularly 
after the food is digested, but the person feels better immediately 
after eating. Astringent, dry, bitter, or pungent things increase the 
complaint. 

Bile. When the disease is produced by eating sour, bitter, hot, 
or other things of the same kind ; by living on dry food ; by anger ; 
by drinking much wine, remaining much in the sun, or near the 
Hre ; by collections of indigested food, or diseased blood in the abdo¬ 
men, the bile is deranged producing the Pitta Gulma with the 
following symptoms. The disease commences with fever, thirst, and 
a red colour of the mouth and skin. When digestion is going on, 
there is much pain, and perspiration, with a severe burning sensation 
in the pit of the stomach, which is tender on being touched, or it is 
followed by a swelling iu the stomach, which is painful like a boil. 

Phlegm is deranged by cold, or by eating indigestable or 
oleaginous articles of food ; particularly when the person does not 
take exercise, eats too much, and sleeps too long during the dav. 
When phlegm is thus d( ranged it produces coldness and languor 


* Under the term Gulma are arranged very Afferent diseases : as 
tuinor) of the pylorus, partial enlargements of the liver, and diseases of 
the large intestines. 
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the body, with low fever, nausea, cough, no appetite, and heavi¬ 
ness of the body, without much pain. The ball gradually becomes 
harder, and larger. 

When air, bile, and phlegm arc deranged, and are produced by 
the causes given above, there will be severe pain, great heat of 
body, and the Gultna or swelling feels hard like a stone, and is 
large, and quickly produces the heat of the body ;—so severe is 
this form of the complaint, that the person is in great distress. 
His body becomes thin, with a bad colour, and he has no appetite, 
nor strength. Such a disease is incurable. 

There is a kind of Gulma so like pregnancy that it may deceive 
physicians, unless they observe the precaution of not giving medi¬ 
cine until after the tenth month, (the supposed time of utero-gesta- 
tion).* 

The unfavourable symptoms of Gulma are its enlarging so as to 
fill the abdomen ; and the increase being rapid, and the swelling 
beiug surrounded by vessels, with much paiu in the breast, as well 
as in the part. When the swelling is of the figure of a turtle, 
when there is much debility, loss of appetite, nausea, cough, vomit¬ 
ing, restlessness, fever, thirst, coma, and the discharge of mucus 
from the mouth and nose, without either taste or smell, such a 
person will not recover. 

When a person with Gulma has fever, asthma, vomiting, diarrhrea, 
and swelling of the breast, umbiliacus, with swelling of the hand or 
feet, the disease will be r atal. 

When after asthma, cough, thirst, with no appetite, much pain, 
and the swelling has suddenly disappeared with much weakness. 


<SL 


* My Pandit related an instructive case in point. A young woman be¬ 
came pregnant, and for the uncomfortable sensations attending that state 
consulted a physician, who after trying various remedies, without effect, 
one of which was thrusting a red hot iron into the tumor, which is fre¬ 
quently done for spleen, and sometimes with good effect by raising its 
activity : but in the present case the woman escaped. The physician find¬ 
ing that the disease did not yield to his treatment declared the ra* c to he 
one of Gulma, for which nothing could be done, and that it would in¬ 
crease, and she would die with much pain, and violent shrinking. As 
this frightened very much the other females the patient was removed to 
a distant room, and i-i that state of anxiety passed some months, until 
parturition commenced. That was considered as the approach of death, 
and not to defile the house she was put out into the compound upon a 
mat, and her female friends deserted her. Iu this state she was deli¬ 
vered of a female child to the astonishment of all, and to ihe disgrace of 
the medical man. 
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erson will soon die. Such cases are in some of the Hiudii 
MSS. said to be cured by the use of a few medicines, many 
of which have very little effect on the system, and consequently on 
the disease. 

Treatment . When air is deranged the application of unctious 
substances to the surface of the body are to be used ; but parti¬ 
cularly over the tumor, after which oily purgatives are to be used, 
such as castor-oil, and oily clysters. 

W r hen bile produces Gulma unctious remedies are to be used 
externally, and he should take internally Kdkalddi * prepared 
with ghee, followed by purgatives mixed with sugar. 

When the bowels are constipated, milk with ginger is to be given ; 
and the application to the abdomen of an earthen pot filled with 
warm water will be useful. 

Phlegm . In this form, ghee prepared with a decoction of Pi - 
pulddi, a mixture composed of long-pepper, and other heating 
medicines. These are to be taken for some time internally, followed 
by strong purgatives and enemas. When air, bile, and phlegm, are 
diseased at the same time, the class of symptoms that appear most 
prominent will decide which of the above forms of treatment is to 
be preferred. When the disease is produced by retention of the 
menses, as sometimes occurs in women soon after delivery, eating 
improper food, or after abortion, or during the flow of the menses 
air is deranged, which prevents the flow of the menses, and pro¬ 
duces Gulma. The symptoms of this form are the same as that 
produced by diseased bile, and at the same time the swelling 
moves about like a ball of clay, with the symptoms of pregnancy. 
When around swelling is felt in the abdomen of a woman, the same 
as in utero-gestation, and it is so painful that the part cannot be 
touched, you are not to use remedies for the cure of this disease 
for ten months, and then you may prescribe medicines for it. The 
treatment of this variety is the same as that for derangements of 
the three humors in other parts of the body, combined with those 
for Gulma produced by bile with ainenagoge mediciues, such as 
potaasa prepared from the Po.ldsa tree (Batea frondosa). This is 
to bo mixed with ghee and taken internally, so as to separate and 
discharge the coagulated blood, which is supposed to be pent up, 
and produce the disease. Injections into the vagina of the female, 
with ghee prepared with long-pepper, black-pepper, and other hot 
medicines, arc also recommended. 


<SL 


* A medicinal mixture of an antibilious nature. It \s principally com¬ 
posed of a medicine said to be brought from Nepal. 
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10. Sul, Colic, (Gastroperiodynia.) 


This disease is called Sul, from the pain resembling that pro¬ 
duced by piercing the abdomen with the deadly Trisula or three- 
pointed instrument in the hands of Shiva, the destroying power of the 
Triad, and it is said to be sometimes so incurable that even Shiva 
himself cannot remove it. It frequently happens that the individual, 
in despair of being cured, commits suicide, as the only means left of 
relieving himself, and of propitiating the anger of the deity. Such 
fancies have a pernicious effect upon the progress of medical know¬ 
ledge, for instead of endeavouring to discover the cause and nature 
of the disease, and the means of alleviating the sufferings of the 
afflicted, the Hindu practitioner finds a ready excuse for his in¬ 
difference and ignorance in what he declares to be the will of God. 

There are eight varieties of Sul, produced by derangement of 
air, bile, and phlegm ; by two being deranged together, by the three 
being deranged together, and the last form is by indigestion. In 
all these forms, however, air is more or less deranged. 

1. The causes of Air Colic (Bdyit Sul) are violent exercise, as fight¬ 
ing, riding, frequent intercourse with women, watching at night, 
drinking too much cold water, eating peas (especially Kaldt, Mudga, 
Araki), dry food, as dry flesh, vegetables, and fish, overeating, or 
eating too often ; injuries, and bitter or astringent food. When rice 
is eaten, and other grain that have vegetated, or an improper mix¬ 
ture of food is taken, as milk and flesh, &c., or when the calls of na¬ 
ture are not attended to, and the semen, urine, air, ffeces are consti¬ 
pated ; or by grief, fasting, much and loud laughing or speaking, 
they produce Sul by deranging the air. When air is so deranged the 
accession of pain occurs at intervals when the person drinks cold 
water on an empty stomach, when the food has been digested, to¬ 
wards the evening in the rainy season, when the sky is overcast, 
and during the wiuter months. 

'I he pain is in the chest, sides of the abdomen, back, in the join¬ 
ing of the lumbar vertebrae with the os coccygis, and in the 
pelvic region. It is accompanied with difficulty in breathing, rigi- 
dity of the body, ancl scanty evacuations. It is diminished by the 
application of hot external medicines, frictions, or shampooing over 
the part with oleaginous applications, and drinkmghot liquids. The 
pain in air Sul is first to be check- .1 by hot applications, a 3 bruised, 
tibseed made into a poultice, and applied hot to the part, the ex¬ 
ternal application of hot rice and milk is recommended, or flesh 
boiled, aud applied hot to the pained part. For internal use take 
equtii part9 of powdered 
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Biranga , (a vermifuge seed like black-pepper,) 
Sign, (Silvius singio,) 

Kampila, (a purgative root like rhubarb,) 
Patedy (yellow myrobalan,) 

Tribrit , (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Amblabitasa, (Rumex vincarius,) 

Surussah , (Ophiorrhiza mangos,) 

Ashwakarna, (Shorea robusta,) 

Souborchsiloh , (an impure soda,) 



one told is a dose, and may be taken with wine. This will at once 
relieve the pain. The following is another mixture. Take of. 


Pritika, (Nigella Indica,) 

Ajjaghi, (Cumin seed,) 

Chobihd, (Orris root, Piper cbavya,) 

Jaxcdtdy (Ligusticum ajwaen,) 

Marich, (black-pepper,) 

Pipuliy (long -pepper,) 

Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

Chitrakay (Plumbago zeylanica,) 

powder, and take it with warm water, wine, or hot conjee ; or with 
the juice of the lemon, a decoction of prunes, or with asafcetida, or 
sugar. 

The Piet in this disease should be milk and oleaginous sub¬ 
stances, and soup made of the flesh of wild birds, and of burrowing 
animals. Wine-whey is also of use with butter-milk, curdled-milk, 
black-salt, and vinegar, with diaphoretics and purgatives. 

J, hen the disease is produced by fasting the person may take 
hot milk, light rice puddings, or animal broths with ghee. When de¬ 
ranged bile produces this disease, it is caused by eating nitre or heat¬ 
ing salts of the same kind, hot food like white rnustard-seed, pepper, 
or the like ; different kinds of wines ; roasted articles or oils, or shoots 
of the young bamboo, or oil cake, sour or bitter articles; great 
anger, remaining near the fire, exposure to the sun, great fatigue, 
excess in venery, or any thing that is very heating is to be care¬ 
fully avoided. These different causes derange bile, and produce that 
form of Sul which is felt in the umbiliacus. In this case it pro¬ 
duces thirst, his senses are dull, body hot, with great grief, and se¬ 
vere pain in the umbiliacus lie perspires much, and he is giddy and 
sometimes faints, with dryness of the mouth, is eager to remain in a 
cold situation, and to take cold articles of food. Accessions of pain 
occur at noon and midnight, during great heat of the weather, and 
n t the beginning of the rains. The pain is diminished during the 
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hours of the day, when the body is cool; and when cold oir 
itter things are taken, especially when they feel grateful they 
mitigate the symptoms. 

In the treatment mild vomits are to be used, and then drink cold 
water, and every thing cooling, while warm articles are avoided. 
Cooling things are to be applied to the pained part, as stone, silver, 
copper, or vessels filled with cold water. He should use purgatives 
and barley, rice, milk, ghee, the juice of the flesh of wild animals, 
birds and aqueous plants ; and medicines that diminish bile, such as 
the juice of 


<SL 


Parasaka, an acid fruit, (Xvlocarpus granatum,) 

Mirdikd, (grapes,) 

Kharjura , (the fruit of Phoenix Sylvcstris.) 

3. When deranged phlegm produces Sul, it is caused by eating 
the flesh of the rhinoceros or buffalo, fish or any kind of food obtained 
from water, whey, milk, or butter-milk ; or sugarcandy, rice cakes, 
or sesamum-seed, oil, rice, and other articles of food which are 
of a cooling or heavy nature, as Mdskaldi. All these articles 
increase phlegm, and thus may produce Sul. In these cases the 
patient complains of nausea, cough, langour, and w ant of appetite, 
phlegm proceeds from his iic«?e and mouth, the pit of the stomach 
is cold, and his body is very heavy with head-ache. In such cases 
after eating great pain occurs, especially at sun-rise, and during the 
spring or dew r mouths. ( Sishira .) 

The cure of Sul produced by phlegm is to commence by exhi¬ 
biting an emetic so ns to remove from the stomach what he has 
eaten. For this purpose, long-pepper, boiled in water may be used, 
and apply hot and dry remedies to the part. A hot regimen is to he 
followed ; such as the use of long-pepper, and dry ginger, with 
the following mixture. Take equal parts of the root of the 
Gohra , (Ruellia longifolia,) 

Maricha, (black-pepper,) 

Pijpula, (long-pepper,) 

Sunti , (dry ginger,) 

Pacha, (Orris root,) 

Paid, (Aknuda, a plant,) 

Katrahim, (black Helibore,) 

Chitraka , (Plumbago zevlanica,) 

mix together in water, which is to be boiled until reduced to a quar 
ter. This is given internally with nitre. 

This last decoction w ill be found of great use in that kind of Sul 
which is produced by derangements of air, phlegm, and bile. It will 
cure it, as wind disperses clouds. In all forms of the disease castor- 
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.... wine, whey, milk or lemon juice, will he of use. There are also 
different remedies, recommended according to the situation of the 
pain, whether it be in the scrobiculus cordis, bladder, or region 
of the heart. 

4. When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged together the symp¬ 
toms of the three above forms are combined in one person. When 
so deranged in one spot a physician will know it by examining the 
part. This form gives much distress, like poison or thunder, and 
such a person should be avoided by the physician as incurable. 

The treatment of this form is the same as above, varying the 
remedies according to the severity of the symptoms of air, bile. 


and phlegm. 

5. When Sul is produced by indigestion the symptoms are the 
same as produced by deranged phlegm. There is a rumbling noise 
heard in the abdomen, nausea and vomiting, the body feels heavy 
and cold, as if covered with a wet cloth, and the breathing is dif¬ 
ficult. The person can get neither appetite nor sleep, he is costive 
with severe pain in the abdomen, and there is a discharge of phlegm, 
from the nose, mouth, &c. 

In this variety first use a vomit, enjoin total fasting, with such 
remedies as increase the internal hetl or appetite. The other re¬ 
medies used for Gulina may be given with advantage, particularly 
when the symptoms stated under the form produced by derange¬ 
ments in phlegm, appear in this variety. 

In order to distinguish the different forms of Sul the practitioner 
should know that air is chiefly affected when the pain is principally 
confined to the pelvic region. When bile is much deranged, the 
pain is principally felt in the umbiliacal region ; and when phlegm 
is deranged it produces pain in the breast, sides of the abdomen, 
and in the scrobiculus cordis. When air, bile, and phlegm are 
deranged the pain is felt in all the above situations. When phlegm 
and air are deranged there is severe pain in the pelvic region, sides 
of the abdomen, and back. When bile and phlegm are deranged the 
pain is in the scrobiculus cordis, and between the chest and the um- 
biliacus. When air and bile are deranged there is great heat of the 
body, and inflammatory fever. Sal may be cured when it is produced 
by either air, bile, or phlegm, being deranged 'ugly. When two are 
diseased, with difficulty ; but when all the three are deranged at the 
same time it is incurable. In Sul some other forms of disease may 
accompany and complicate it ; such as severe pain, thirst, fainting 
fit*, spasm of the intestines with costiveneis, the body is heavy and 
there is no appetite, with cough, asthma, and hiccough. Other 
sb&stros enumerate the following symptoms, severe pa : a m 
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fever, thirst, and the body seems to swim 
person becomes thin, and has no strength, he 


6. Parindm Sul* is the variety produced during the digestion of 
food. \\ hen air is deranged by tl«e usual causes it affects also bile 
and phlegm, and Sul is the consequence. After eating, when diges¬ 
tion has taken place, severe fever occurs. The symptoms of this 


* Parindm Sul. This variety had not been described before 1836, (see 
the Indian Journal for March, page 114,) by European Physicians, which 
induced me to add the following particulars of this curious disease. 

Gastropcriodynia, or periodical pain in the stomach, often commences 
with symptoms of indigestion and heart-burn, succeeded by a feeling 
of uneasiness in the scrobiculus cordis, slight at first, and occurring at 
irregular intervals, and these lessening gradually while the pain increas¬ 
es in violence. In severer cases, the paroxysm of acute pain generally 
occurs rather suddenly, when the stomach is empty; sometimes early 
in the morning, or three or four hours after dinner ; increasing slowly 
when the digestive process is finished, and the activity of the abdominal 
organs has ceased. 

The excruciating pain is confined to the pit of the stomach, particu¬ 
larly towards the right hypocondrium, although the neighbouring parts 
often participate, as the muscles of the loins, &c. The pain is of a cut¬ 
ting or gnawing nature; and during the paroxysm is intense, from 
which the patient generally obtains temporary relief from pressure. For 
this purpose he often turns upon his breast and places a hard ball in the 
pit of the stomach, on which he rests his body, and keeps rolling from 
side to side. A few days since I ordered an unfortunate person, in this 
position, to turn round for me to examine him ; hut such was the agony, 
that he could not remain without the soothing influence of pressure. 
As a substitute, he drew from under his clothes a piece of prepared 
bamboo, au inch in diameter, and a cubit in length, round at one end. 
Tins extremity he placed to the pit of the stomach while he rested the 
other on the floor; and by bending the body over it, produced such a 
degree of violent pressure, that at first 1 feared he would injure himself, 
and even penetrate the abdomen. He continued in this position while 
I gaiued the necessary information of his state, and then returned to his 
former position, commenced rolling from side to side upon the hard ball, 
plated in the jut of the stoma* h, and his low wailing proved how intense 
were his sufferings. This was an acute form of tin disease, and until 
checked by remedies, it occuired daily about i o’clock, and ho 
continued iu dreadful agony the whole night. 

These paroxysms usually occur at ii rvals of a day or two, and 
remain from two hours to as many days with occasional into valsof case 
During these accessions the state of the pulse, aliuough full, continues 
slow and natural, and there U not usually more heat of body than ia 
occasioned by a continual movement. 
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efcy are, when air is deranged, the abdomen swells, a gurgling 
noise is heard in the abdomen, the dejections and urine are consti¬ 
pated, with lassitude and shivering, and oleaginous and hot medi¬ 
cines give relief. Bile, when much deranged in this form of Sul, 
produces thirst, heat, restlessness, and copious perspirations ; and 
when sour, pungent, or salt things are eaten the pain is increased, 
and when cold food is eaten they give relief. When phlegm is 
much deranged there is vomiting, nausea and dulness of the intel¬ 
lect, with pain, not severe, but remains many hours ; in which case 
pungent or bitter things give relief. When two of these are de¬ 
ranged the respective symptoms are combined, and when three are 


In the intermissions the patient feels well, and all the functions are 
performed as when in perfect health. The tongue is clean, but some¬ 
times parched, appetite good, and alvine secretions healthy and regulai. 

I have not been able to obtain any certain evidences of the causes 
which produce this disease. It appears to be the effect of a combination, 
individually slight; but when occurring in a peculiar constitution, pro¬ 
duces this distressing complaint. I have generally known it to occur 
in the young and robust male; to be aggravated by exposure to the 
weather, and by eating indigestable food, sleeping on the damp ground, 
&c. The accession seems oftener to occur when the organs are in a state 
of inactivity, than from causes increasing the nervous susceptibility. I 
have not seen it in females, although there is no reason why they should 
not be also effected; and I am informed that they are sometimes attack¬ 
ed but in a less violent degree. Persons of a r«rvous temperament are in 
general not so liable to this disease as might bo supposed. 

The severe pain which occurs in paroxysms, the relief obtained by 
pressure, and the absence of participation in the circulating system, 
indicates, with sufficient accuracy, the disease being of a nervous na¬ 
ture. But we are still unacquainted with the peculiar diseases of the large 
plexuses of the sympathetic nerve, situated in the scrohiculus cordis 
and its neighbourhood, with those of the 8th pair, &c. These nerves seem 
to be affected in this disease, much in the same manner as we sometimes 
find those of the face, arm, thigh, &c. The resemblance of paroxysms 
of gaslroperiodynia to those of Tic-douloureux is marked, not only in the 
nature and severity of the pain, but in the means of relief, and the diffi¬ 
culty of curing both diseases. The severe paroxysms of otolgia, which 
so frequently occur in this country, *oine varieties of colic,&c. form exam¬ 
ples of the same species, varying more from the situation, and nature of 
the parts affected, than from any difference in the disease itself. 

The diet l have fouud most efficacious in gastroperb dvnia is liquid 
farinuciom; food, with boiled milk, which in some cast * 1 I have seen di¬ 
minish the violence of the paroxysms. In strong ami plethoric persons 
blood should he taken from the arm ; and may sometimes be repeated 
generally, or locally with advantage. During the paroxysms, pressure. 





Ranged the person will die. When such a person's flesh, strength 
and internal fire are much diminished the disease will be fatal. 

The treatment should consist of emetics followed by bitters, 
purgatives, aud enemas. The following powders are also recom¬ 
mended. Take equal parts of 

Biranga , (virmifuge seed,) 

Sunti, (dry ginger,) 

PipuU, (long-pepper,) 

Markka, (black-pepper,) 

Band, (Croton polyandrum,) 

Tribrit , (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Chitraka, (Plumbago zeylanica,) 

make them into an electuary with sugar, and take it every morning 
with warm water. 

Another remedy in this form of the diseases is 
Sunii, (dried ginger,) 

Tila, (Til-seed.) and jagry, which is made into an electua¬ 
ry with milk. 

Annadrabdka , is another form of $ul, in which the pain occurs 
after eating, or during or after digestion. When present it 
is not removed by following a proper regimen, or eating good or bad 
food ; but after vomiting bile the patient feels better, but the pain 
continues under all circumstances of food, &c. 

This fonn is to be treated with fasting, and the administration of 
emetics. A mixture of Emblic mvrobalan, yellow myrobahui, and 
ginger, with the mixture of iron (carbonate) is of use. 

Another mixture is formed by mixing equal parts of 
Biranga, (vermifuge seed,) 

Musta , (Cyperus rolundus,) 

Haritaki , (Mvrobalan,) 


heat, tinctures, ether, peppermint, anodynes, particularly opium, henbane 
and camphor, are of use in diminishing the severity of the pain : small 
dosed of calomel and opium are also of use. 

During the intervals the oxyd of zinc and bismuth, carbonate, of iron, 
sulphate of quinine, are also in some c ases of use; hut it must be ac¬ 
knowledged that the relief is often of a temporary nature; and in some 
parents diminish, in effect, or in some cases seem to aggravate an(1 ! ,ro 
long the succeeding paroxysms. 1 have found the application of mo\a. 
blisters to the loins, and fomentations only of use temporarily ; and that 
the probability of effecting the cure of this disease by medicine, depends 
on the severity and frequency of the i ttacks ami particularly on tho 
length of time the disease has existed. 
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A inlaid , (Emblic myrobalan,) 

Bibitaka , (Beleric myrobalan,) 

Gulancha , (Menispermum glabrum,) 

Datiti, (Croton polyandrum,) 

Tribrit , (Convolvulus tiirpetkum,) 

Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

Pipull, (long-pepper,) and 

Marich, (black-pepper.) These medicines are to be 
mixed with the powder of JawA.nl, (Ligusticum ajwaen,) and the car¬ 
bonate of iron and water. The regimen in this form of the disease 
should consist of prepared rice in the form of conjee, and sugar 
and ghee with conjee. 

Other shdstras recommend promoting perspiration by hot baths 
or vapour baths, by medicines to promote digestion, such as nitre 
impure soda, and alum. It is also recommended to take eight mdsd 
of dned ginger, the root of the castor oil plant and barley, and mix 
them in a mortar with half a of water. This is boiled down to 
a quarter, and is to be tried as a dose ; and it will generally relieve, 
or remove the paiu of Sul. 

11. W orms, (Krimi.) 

There is an internal sort of worms, and another which appears 
upon the surface of the body. Others sav that there are four 

kinds; one is external and produced by filth on the surface; others 

are internal and are produced by phlegm, by blood, and by the feces. 
There are twenty varieties of worms, each J which has a particular 
name.. When produced externally by filth, the insect is liken 
small Til-seed with many feet, and is generally found in the hair 
and clothes. They are called jit/,a (lice). They produce smnll very 
itchy pimples, and sometime?, a large boil. 

When phlegm produces the worms internally, it is deranged bv 
indigestable food, particularly when taken at improper times, o°r with 
much sugar, or sweetmeats, or much liquids, as vinegar or sour food, 
curdled milk, vegetables, and unleavened flour when taken daily and 
frequently. A sedentary life, and sleeping during the day predis- 
poses to worms. 

When blood produces worms many diseases are the consequence 
In tins case ,t is caused by improper mixtures, or bv indigestable 
food or certain vegetables, \ <• The worms are produced in the Wood. 

I he general symptoms of internal worms arc fever, paleness, and 
discoloration ol the surface, severe pain, or Sul, especially iu the 
brcct, with languor, giddiness, loss of appetite, and diarrh.cn. 
When produced by phlegm they arc usually found in the stomach 
(Ai.uk’ja), and resemble earth-worms, and uk u very large they pass 
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one intestine to another. Some of the worms are like rice 
which has begun to germinate, some arc long, others are short, and 
very small; some are white, or like mahogany, others are copper- 
colourcil. There are seven varieties of worms found in the stomach. 
1st. Antrada, or the gnawing kind ; 2nd. Udardbesta, large form $ 
3rd. Rhidayada, produces a gnawing pain in the breast; 4th. Mahd - 
gada, with a large tail; 5th. Ckara, like flattened rice ; 6th. Durba - 
kusama, like the flower of a certain grass, and 7th. Svgand ha, which. 
has a pleasant smell. These seven kinds of worms produce nausea, 
a copious discharge of saliva, indigestion, and want of appetite ; 
fainting, dozing, vomiting and fever ; constipation of urine and fceces, 
and weakucss, sneezing, and a discharge ot mucus from the nose. 

The worms in the blood have no feet, some have a round figure 
and red colour (red globules of the blood), and they are so small that 
they cannot be distinctly seen. Their names are, 1. Kdysdda : this 
form cats the roots of the hair of the head which drop out. 2. Roma - 
bidhansa : this form eats the roots of the hair over the body. 3. 
Romadipa : this variety produces elevations at the roots of the 
hair. 4. Arambara, are like the seeds of the wild fig; these worms 
mav produce the (hustha), leprosy. .> Saurasa, (father,) and 6. 
Main, (mother.) These two pass quickly from one relation to ano¬ 
ther, or are hereditary. 

Sushruta enumerates other kinds of worms generatedin theblood; as> 

Nakdda , which destroys the nails. 

Dantdda, which prodaces the caries of the teeth. 

Kikisa, which always accompanies leprosy. 

When worms form in the small and large intestines they are call¬ 
ed Parisajya , which are produced in the faeces, and are discharged 
by the anus. When these worms grow and ascend in the abdomen 
frequent eructations occur, which have the smell ot the dejections. 
They arc large, round, thick or thin, and are sometimes of a gray 
colour, or of a yellow white or dark colour. There are five kinds of 
such worms, 1. Kakiraka ; 2. Makiraka ; 3. Sausnrdrfa , producing 
much pain ; 4. Saxuldkiya ; 5. Sadtka, which licks the intestines. 
These worms produce diarrhoea, pain in the stomach, dryness ol the 
faeces, constipation, weakness, roughness, and dryness of the surface 
of the body, which i- of a dirty yellow colour. 'I here is loss ot 
appetite with an itehiness towards the anus. 

For removing external worms live mercury is to be nibbed with 
sulphur until a homogeneous Mack mass is produced ; or the sul¬ 
phurate of mercury which i3 to be mixed with the juice of Datura 
Stramonium, and rubbed over the part. In the present day a weak 
infusion of tobacco is often used. 
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with ghee and Sarasddi , which is a mixture formed of various stimu¬ 
lants and bitter remedies. Strong cathartics are then to be given with 
clysters. The oil of Biranga, made of vermifuge seeds, is to be 
given with salt, and with the decoction of Biranga. The patient 
should at the same time be careful to avoid such food, and other causes 
which promote the generation of worms. He should take of the 
juice or paste of the Palusa seeds (Butea frondosa), with the decoc¬ 
tion of the Balanga seeds. The juice of the leaves of Paribadraka 
(Erythrina fulgeus), with honey ; or the juice of the leaves of Batu¬ 
ra (Salincha B.) or the powder of Biranga with honey. Biranga 
powder should be mixed with the bread aud used by the patient. 
Different preparations of iron, or the powdered root of long-pepper 
taken with goat’s urine are of use. Tin is recommended to be rub¬ 
bed upon a rough stone, and the small particles thus removed from 
the mass is taken in whey. The treatment in casts of insects at the 
roots of the hair, causing them to fall of, is the same as that for 
baldness. The worms in the blood are to be treated, as for Le¬ 
prosy. 

Patients with worms should live on food mixed with pungent 
and bitter food, while the following articles of food are avoided : milk, 
flesh, ghee, curdled-milk, vegetables with leaves, acids, sweetmeats, 
and cold articles of food. 

12. Retention of Discharges, (Add hart a). 

If a man wish long life he should attend to the calls of nature, 
while he avoid > indulgence of the passions, particularly anger, pride, 
lust, revenge, and covetousness. 

There are thirteen kinds of diseases produced by checking the 
efforts of nature to relieve herself. As by stopping the evacuation 
ct air. feces, nrme, by yawning, tears, sneezing, belching, vomiting 
semen, appetite, llnrst and abstaining from liquids, <i„ 
ot breath, watching, and another variety of indisposition is produced 
by taking bad food. When these are not indulged in, it produces 
the constipation which forms this class of diseases. 

1. When air (Apanna bdyu) is stopped in its passage through the 
anus it produces a swelling in the abdomen, severe pain ditlicnltv of 
breathing, head-ache, hiccough, cough, discharge of mucus, difficul¬ 
ty of diglutition and a '..uniting of bile, phlegm, or feces with consti¬ 
pation, aud severe pain in the anus followed by a discharge of air. 
■ibyec/toM*. heu the feces arc conlined a gurgling uoise is 



lie thirteen first kinds of internal worms are curable, hut the 
cn last are very difficult, or are incurable. The treatment in this 
case is to commence with the administration of an emetic Drenared 
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d in the abdomen, with pain in the anus, as it the part, was cut; 
the dejections are confined, as air ascends, and sometimes stcrcorace- 
ous vomiting occurs. It is to be treated as for Anaha. 

3. Urine . When confined, there is severe pain in the pelvis, 
urethra, anus, scrotum, groins, navel, and sometimes in the head, 
when the urine is discharged in small quantities with pain. The 
bladder swells, and the body remains bent forward. Sabarchala, (im¬ 
pure soda,) and other such salts, wine, cardamum seeds, with wine 
and milk, are to be given. The juice of the fruits of AmlaM, (Emldic 
lnyrobalan) with water ; or the juice of the sugar-cane, and the juice 
of the fteces of a horse or ass are recommended ; as also the seeds of 
cucumber with water and salt, and other diuretics. 

4. When gaping is checked the diseases of the neck, throat, 
and of the head are produced ; with other diseases of air, such as 
diseases of the eyes, nose, ears, and mouth. To remove this anoint 
the body with oil or ghee, previously heated. 

5. When tears are confined they flow when the person is very 
happy, or very sorrowful; and when coufined the head becomes 
heavy, and various severe eye diseases are produced. In such pati¬ 
ents the phlegm discharged from the nose and mouth is without smell 
or taste. In this form anoint the body with warm oil, a pigment of 
a hot nature is to be applied to the border of the eyes to make them 
discharge the tears ; such as cloves rubbed up with honey and 
strong errhines, such as pungent smells will also he found useful. 

(j. When sneezing is confined, diseases of the head, eyes, nose, 
and ears are produced. Tickle the nose with something, so as to 
produce sneezing, and look at the sun so as to allow his rays to 
fall upon the mucous membrane of the nostrils. 

7. WTien belching is confined, the throat and mouth feel as if 
distended, and very painful; the person's speech is not intelligible, 
air is confined bv the mouth, anus, &c., and the disease produces 
the diseases of air. A cheroot is to be formed of spices and ghee, 
which is to be smoked. Wine with soda, the juice of lemon and 
wine are likewise to be administered. 

8. Should vomiting be impeded it produces leprosy, loss ot 
appetite, jaundice, fever, great sensibility of the skin and nausea. 
Iu such cases ghee is to he externally applied a i l internally admin¬ 
istered, mixed with saltpetre or salt. Emetics should also be 


used. 

9. When semen is confined, the bladder, rectum, ami testicles 
swell, and become painful. The urine is confined and is di charged 
in small quantities with pain, or the urine has a white deposit, and 
the semen is discharged involuntary. The other diseases may occur 
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deranged semen produces. In this case certain diuretics and 
decoctions with milk are to be administered, and the person is to 
approacli his favourite wife. 

10. When the appetite is not gratified, it is followed by drowsi¬ 
ness, pain as if the part was crushed, loss of appetite, fatigue, and 
the eye is dim. In this disease anoint the body with warm ghee 
aud give it in the food, with hot drinks. 

1 1 . When the thirst is not gratified, the mouth and throat are 
dry, the hearing becomes dull, and pain is felt in the breast. To 
remove this the person should take fresh conjee or barley water, 
with sugar and lemon juice. 

12. When the breathing is difficult from being confined from 
the fatigue produced by severe exercise, the food appears to stick in 
the throat, the understanding is impaired which produces (Gulma), 
and there is a feeling of hard lumps in the abdomen. In such cases, 
rest, and gruel are to be enjoined with animal broths. 

13. When sleep is not gratified, it is followed by yawning, and 
pain of the body, as if it was crushed. The eyes and head feel 
heavy, and coma supervenes. Give milk, employ soothing language, 
and what promotes sleep. 

The air of the stomach when dry, astringent, sour, or bitter food 
is eaten, produces quickly Uddbarta, and deranges the canals of air, 
urine, faeces, blood, phlegm, fat, and the vessels which feed them. 
Air closes these canals and produces pain in the breast and pelvis, 
with heaviness of the body, and no appetite, with scanty evacua¬ 
tions. 


The retention of the above discharges produces pain of the chest 
and abdomen, nausea, laziness, and the air, urine, and dejections 
are evacuated with pain. If produced by phlegm there is difficult 
and noisy breathiug, and the phlegm is discharged from the mouth 
and nose. (Coryza). In this case there is neither taste nor smell; 
and the body feels hot, with dejection of mind. The person is 
insensible, and complains of thirst, fever, vomiting, hiccough, and 
head-ache. The person is deaf, the body swims round, followed by 
the other symptoms produced by deranged air. The life of such a 
person should be considered hopeless, when there is much thirst, 
groat weakness, and languor, severe pain in the abdomen, and ster- 
coraceous vomiting. All kinds of l dabarta are to be treated as 
diseases of air, so as to open the closed up passages, and the bodv 
in Bitch cases of disease should be anointed ith oil and salt, aud 
prepared ghee should be taken internally, t lemas should also he 
used. If the disease is not cured by these i. cdicines, hot applica¬ 
tions art to he placed upon the abdomen, followed by oleaginous 
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purgatives. The person should take a decoction made of Tri 
Pilv, Jawani , and the juices of acid fruits, mixed with water. 

Take 
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The following is also recommended. 


Hmgu, (Asafoetida,) 

Kusta, (Costus spcciosus,) 

Bated, (Pothos officinalis,) 

Sarjikd, (impure soda,) 

Birangcty (a vermifuge medicine,) 

mix and form a decoction. These remedies will cure Uddbarta, and 
pain. Suppositories will also promote the evacuations, glysters are 
also given, with the fumes of certain medicines. Other practitioners 
recommend, with the above plan of treatment, fasting, the hot 
bath, with purgatives, and hot carminatives. 


13. Unhealthy (Costiveness) Discharges , (Amaha.) 

When the faeces are not properly prepared for expulsion, but are 
discharged in small quantities, with pain, it forms this disease. It is 
accompanied with great pain in the epigastric region, thirst, a dis¬ 
charge of mucus from the mouth and nose, accompanied with head¬ 
ache and heaviness of the body, particularly in the chest. The 
person has no eructations, complains of pain in the loins and back ; 
the urine and foeces arc constipated with severe pain, and there is 
difficulty inbreathing, fainting, and stercorous vomiting. These two 
last symptoms are only present when the Pdkasia (the large intes¬ 
tines) are affected. Th« treatment is the same as in Uddbarta . 


14. Acidity of Stomachy Vomiting of Bile , (Amlupitta.) 

This disease is produced by improper mixtures of food, by bad 
water, or articles that derange the bile, which is collected, and is 
discharged producing this disease. It is characterized by dispepsia, 
languor, nausea, sour and bitter eructations, and the body is heavy, 
with burning of the breast and throat. The person has no appetite, 
is thirsty, complains of syncopy,arid the head turns roiyid. A dullness 
of the intellect may be observed, and the freces are various in appear¬ 
ance, and hot. The internal heat and pain of body diminishes, 
and the person sometimes vomits green, yellow, and blue matter. 
Sometimes it is like blood, aud is very sour ; sometimes it is like 
phlegm, or the washings of flesh, or has a mucilaginous appearance. 
In other cases jaundice is produced with free perspiration, aud the 
body is of a yellow colour. When phlegm and bile are diseased, the 
abdomen is very hot w ? hen any thing is eaten, and if nothing is takcu, 
the vomited matter and eructations are bitter aud sour. The neck, 
chest, and sides are hot; there is head-ache, and the hands aud feet 
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^®^ llTnin £* ^ ie P erson ^ ias a disgust for food, is feverish, and 
"uhy eruptions, and patches appear over the body. 

If this disease be recent it may be cured with difficulty; and if 
old, it will often be incurable. There are three forms of the disease : 
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when air or phlegm are deranged; when air and phlegm ; or when 
phlegm alone is deranged, which will be distinguished by the ex- 
perienced physician. 

When air is diseased the person speaks foolishly, is affected with 
syncopy, and his body is languid, with slight uneasiness and pain. 
The room he is in appears dark in other cases he is still, is always 
forgetting, and complains of severe pain of the body. 

Phlegm . In this form phlegm is always discharged from the 
mouth, the body feels heavy, the person is languid, has no appetite. 


the body is cold, and the person is lazy and vomits. The surface 
of the body feels as if it was rubbed with something, it is itchy, 
the patient looses his appetite, and he takes much sleep. 

When air and phlegm are deranged in one place, the symptoms of 
the two above forms of disease are present. 

Treatment . In this disease emetics are first to be used, followed 
by laxatives. When the patient has vomited, and has been purged, 
anoint his body with oil, and exhibit enemas. Uis food should be 
taken with bitter substances, but without any heating mixture. lie 
should cat a preparation of barley and flour, and the powder of fried 
rice, with honey and milk. He should likewise take a decoction of 
the Petal leaves, ginger and coriander seeds, when there is much 
itching pain, and indigestion. When there is much fever and vomit¬ 
ing, accompanied with pain, take a decoction of the PataHcaves with 
ginger, m) robalan, and Gulancka . Tonics are also of great use, with 
carminatives. 


15. Enlargement of the Abdomen , (Udara.) 

This disease is divided into eight varieties, three of these are pro¬ 
duced by derangements of the air, bile, and phlegm, and one by the 
combination of the three. The fifth is accompanied by enlargement 
of the spleen ; the sixth is called Baddaguda , concretions; the 
seventh Parisrdby udara, or Agantuka , or accidental ; and the eighth 
JJahodara, or Asitis. 

This disease (Udara) is produced by eating bad food without an 
appetite; eating dry putrid food, and the improper administration 
of purgatives, emetics, and other active medicines by which the air, 
bile, and phlegm arc deranged in the abdomen. The first symp~ 
tomi of this disease resemble Galma ; followed by swelling of the 
abdomen. It is produced by the taking up of the fluid part of th» 
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iylc, which is conveyed by air into the surface, and produces swel¬ 
ling under the skin, and enlargement of the abdomen. 

The disease is ushered in by weakness, unhealthy colour of the 
skin,* languor, and want of appetite. There are no wrinkles on the 
abdomen, which swells, while the rest of the body is thin, and pro¬ 
minent veins appear over the surface of the abdomen. He has pain 
in the pelvis; fulness in the abdomen, with burning; the feet swell, 
and the person is weak and cannot walk. By degrees the body swells, 
the air and dejections are stopped, the body is hot, aud the person 
complains of faintness. The forms of this disease, called Busrabi, and 
Baddayuda are incurable ; the other iorms arc cured with much dif¬ 
ficulty. In the latter stages of this disease manual assistance or 
operations are sometimes required for the cure of the disease. 

At the commencement of the disease the person should carefully 
avoid heavy food, or when not properly prepared, likewise oleagin¬ 
ous, dry, indigestable food, and animal food, bathing, &c. lie 
should live on barley, rice, and wheaten Hour, or the like. 

1. When diseased air produces this disease, the hands, feet, and 
abdomen are swelled, with pain in the sides of the abdomen, pit of 
the stomach, loins, and back, with pain in the joints as if they were, 
broken. He complains of cough without expectoratiou, stretching 
and heaviness about the loins, the dejections aud urine are con¬ 
stipated, the skin and eyes are of a dark yellow colour. The swelling 
is not always the same; sometimes it increases, and at other times 
decreases, with severe pain in, and over the abdomen. Dark coloured 
vessels are prominent over the abdomen, which is swelled like a lea¬ 
ther bottle, and makes a noise like it when it is struck. The treat 
ment in this form should consist in taking preparations of ghee, 
laxatives with ghee, oleaginous enemas, aud the abdomen should be 
rubbed with hot preparations ; minced meat boiled and applied warm 
over the pained part is recommended ; or rice and milk may be ap¬ 
plied in the same way. lie should also take milk with a decoction 
o t Biddriyanda, aud the broth made of wild animals. 

2. Bile . The symptoms of this variety arc fever, faintness, 
burning, thirst, aud an acid taste in the mouth ; the head swings 
round) looseness is produced, the eyes and skin are of a yellow 
colour, the abdomen is of a green colour, ami small yellow vessels 
appear upon the surface, with much perspirat'ou; the hotly burns, 
there is a feeling as if smoke was rising in his throat, and the symp¬ 
toms of bilious diseases; ns well as the peculiar symptoms oi this 
disease are quickly developed. 

Treatment. Take prepared ghee, with a «K eoction o( sweet medi¬ 
cinal plants, such us Ji<iAoli, h irokdkoli, pi'‘pared ghee, v it 
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ctrki, (Myrobalan,) Amlalri (Emblic myrobalan,) and Bibhitaka, 
a purgative. Then take a decoction of Botah y and other astringent 
plants, with sugar, honey, and ghee. Boiled rice and milk, is to be 
applied to the abdominal region. 

3. Phlegm (Shleshmodara) when much deranged the person cannot 
work, is always sleepy, the abdomen swells, and there is no feeling in 
the abdomen, heaviness, sickness, no appetite, difficulty of breathing, 
cough, the eyes and skin are pale, abdomen cold, and the bowels are 
constipated ; and white vessels appear upon its surface. After many 
days the swelling is completely formed, and is very difficult to re¬ 
move. The body feels cold and hard, and the abdomen heavy. 

The treatment of Shleshmodara consists in administering ghee pre¬ 
pared with long-pepper, and other stimulant and carminitivc medi¬ 
cines. Enemas of cow’s urine, oil, and a decoction of long and 
black pepper and ginger, arc to be exhibited. The abdomen should 
be rubbed with the following mixture : take equal parts of linseed, 
hemp seed, and mustard seeds witli the seeds of Mulaka (horse- 
raddisli). These are to be formed into a plaster, and applied with 
other hot medicines to the part. When there is much pain, con¬ 
stipation and swelling of the abdomen, it proves that air is deranged ; 
when faintness, thirst, heal, and fever are present, the bile is de¬ 
ranged ; and when there is a sense of weight with no appetite, and 
hard abdomen, the pldegm is deranged. 

4. The derangements of the air y bile , and phlegm are said by 
the moderns to be often caused by enchantment, or by the use of 
Philters, as of a woman to her husband, or lover. For this purpose 
the parings of nails, the cuttings of hair, faeces, urine, menstrual 
blood, &c. are used, on the absurd supposition of increasing their love 
towards them. Certain poisons administered by an enemy are said 
ako to produce this disease. These causes not only derange the 
three humors, but also the blood. This form of disease is increased 
by cloudy weather, when the abdomen is swelled ; and when the 
air is cold, it is also increased in violence, and the person be¬ 
comes faint, the body yellow, the person very thin and dry, and he 
complains of thirst. This form of disease is called DaJcodara . 

The treatment of this disease is very difficult. The physician 
should, before commencing it, inform the fricuds that the disease is 
incurable *, then he may try the effects of remedies. Administer 
si rang purgatives repeatedly for a fortnight or a month. The root 
of AmoamdriJca , with Jangd , and Kdh'tdini, may be formed into a 
paste with wine, with which it is to be taken. Different forms of 
Ncpctl poison, as Aconitum, is said sometimes to be used. In other 
‘'iu.es a sugar-cane is to be employed to irritate a poisonous snake. 


<SL 


misr/fy 



35 7 


when he has stung it, the sugar-cane is to be given to the 
patient to eat. 

The general tre«atment of the above forms of this disease varies 
with the cause. Should the derangement of air, and the accumula¬ 
tion of faecal matter in the abdomen produce it, laxatives are to be 
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freely used ; such as castor oil, with cow’s urine and milk, or rice. 
These are to be exhibited for one or two months, without drinking 
water. The person must live entirely on camel’s milk. He should 
take daily a dose of long-pepper, rock-salt, ajwain, with the oil of 
Croton (poliandas), milk, with the juice of fresh ginger, ormyrobalan 
and sugar. The following medicine is also recommended. Take 
one thousand cloves of long-pepper, macerate it for seven days in 
the milk of Euphrobium. The seeds are then to be powdered, and 
to be taken occasionally. All forms of purgatives are useful in this 
tlisease, and many formula} are recommended. 

5. PUhodara (spleen). This is a swelling of the abdomen with 
an enlargement of the spleen. It is produced by eating indigestable 
food, or of a heavy nature, as also articles which produce cold ; as 
curdled milk, aud articles which increase phlegm. These substan¬ 
ces when frequently eaten derange blood and cough, and swell the 
spleen. In this disease there is languor, loss of appetite, and 
symptoms of deranged phlegm, &c. The person becomes very 
weak, and the body of a yellow colour. When the liver is swelled 
it is called Jakrit Udara . In this form the air, bile, and phlegm 
are deranged, and the disease is severe. 

For treating spleen first give ghee, then promote perspiration by 
employing the steam bath, give rice with curdled milk for one day. 
General bleeding is then recommended by opening the veins at the 
bend of the left arm, and while the blood flows press the spleen, so 
as to evacuate the bad blood. lie should then take nitre with 
asafcctida and rock-salt; or a decoction of Sabhdnjana , with long- 
pepper, rock-salt, Chitraka , the root of long-pepper, ginger, and 
nitre ; eight told of each ; add four seers of ghee, and four of milk ; 
and boil; and when the watery part is dissipated, it is to be removed 
from the fire, strained and taken daily. Afterwards reduce to pow¬ 
der the long bivalve shells of the country by roasting them, and give 
the powder with milk. The liver is to be treated by opening the 
vein at the bend of the right arm, after ghee has been given, and 
perspiration has been promoted. The rest of the treatment is the 
same as in spleen and liver. 

6. Baddayuda . This form is produced by the accumulation oi 
indigestable matter with the food, such as hair, gravel, &c. These 
form balls which produce constipation, and swelling occurs he- 
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cen the chest and umbiliacus. The person has stercoral voniit- 
ln "> as « drain is stopped by an accumulation-of filth. The air, 
bile, and phlegm are deranged at the obstructed part, and the faxes 
is confined. The stools are in small quantities, and are evacuated 
with great pain, the umbiliacus, and breast are much swelled. 

In this disease it is recommended to give ghee internally, and rub 
it over the abdomen, while perspiration is produced bv hot baths, 
&c. When the remedies are of no use, and the situation of the 
patient desperate, an operation is recommended, which is to be per¬ 
formed iu the following manner : Below and on the left side of the 
umbiliacus, and four fingers breadth from the linea alba, an incision 
is to be made four fingers breadth in length, and the breadth of four 
fingers of the gut are to be drawn out, and the substance, whether 
stone or hair, or a bad secretion, which was the cause of the disease 
is to be removed; ghee and honey is to be rubbed over the wound in 
the intestine, and it is then returned into the abdomen. Apply 
sutors, and treat the external wound as recommended in such cases. 
Avoid any currents of air after the operation, and carefully follow the 
physician’s prescriptions. (Sushruta.) 

7. ParUrdbyudara is produced by sharp substances, such as fish 
bones, portions of wood, &c. being taken with the food, and wound- 
mg the canal. A watery discharge is evacuated by the anus, pro- 
ceedmg from the wounded surface. The abdomen increases in size 
under the umb.hacus with much pain and burning. It is to be treated 
as the last; but both are generally incurable. The other forms are 
cured with difficulty. Warm baths, and a milk diet are recommended. 

• Asms, ( Jalodara , or Dnkodara.) When a person has taken 
a large quantity of prepared ghee, or has had frequent enemas, or 
after emetics or purgatives he drinks large quantities of cold water, 
they slop the absorbent vessels, and produce this disease. In this 
case the abdomen becomes large, the umbiliacus prominent, and 
appears shining as if anointed and full of water, and like it moves 
about, and gives a sound like a leather bag. 

In all these forms of diseases there is swelling, weakness, loss of 
appetite, languor, and swelling of different parts of the body, con¬ 
stipation, burning, and great thirst. When with these symptoms 
water collects, the disease is incurable. 

T) eatment. In Asitis the abdomen is to be anointed with oil pre¬ 
pared with medicines to cure diseased air.— A friend is to hold the 
patient iu a reclining posture by the arm-pits. The practitioner 
then introduces a trocar au inch (four fingers breath) below’, and on 
f In It It side of the umbiliacus The trocar is removed, and a tube is 
^ llt m ,ls The morbid fluid for l(i days is to be allowed 
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'wly to evacuate itself; and a light bandage is to be placed roun 
the abdomep after the operation, so that the air may not swell the 
abdomen ; this bandage must be continued for a considerable time. 
For six months after this operation milk is to be freely used with 
rice, or the broths of wild animals, with rice ; and after three months 
and a half the quantity of water and milk with rice may be taken ; 
and other three n mths light and wholesome food. The disease 
will be cured in one year. 


Class VII. 

Diseases of the Urinary Organs and Organs of Genera¬ 
tion. 

Order I. 

Diseases of the Urinary Organs . 

Under this head will be considered the diseases of the urine, blad¬ 
der and urethra. 

Morbid secretion of urine, ( Prameka .) 

This disease is produced by a sedentary life, as sitting, lying 
down, or sleeping in the day time, using too much curdled milk, 
various kinds of fish, amphibious animals, or the flesh of buffaloes, 
new rice, or new water, such as rain or fresh river water, or food with 
different preparations of jagry, or whatever produces phlegm. It 
is also produced by the deranged phlegm of the bladder which affects 
the fat, flesh, or serum of the body ; but particularly the region of 
the bladder. The bile is deranged by its peculiar causes, and in like 
manner the air may produce the disease, when the other humors 
are deranged, and convey them to the bladder. 

There are twenty varieties of diseased urine ; of which phlegm 
forms ten varieties which are curable, bile forms six varieties which 
are cured with great difficulty, but do not destroy life ; and air forau 
four varieties, which are incurable. The causes of the different 
degrees of facility of removing these different varieties arc that fill 
the forms are aecompauied with deranged phlegm, and when com¬ 
bined with deranged bile the cure of the disease is difficult, as those 
remedies which diminish bile will increase the phlegm. In like 
manner those remedies which decrease the air increase the phlegm 
therefore the cure is difficult; and on this account the disease pro 
duced by air is daugerous even from the beginning. These twenty 
kinds of disease arc produced by derangements of air, bile, and 
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phlegm, fat, blood, semen, serum (Amha), lymph (Ba»/i), the essen- 
^trfu parts of all the humors (Ozzo) y the flesh and the chyle. 

This order of diseases is ushered in by the appearance of morbid 
secretions about the teeth, ears, nose, and eyes. The hands and feet 
are very hot and burning, and the surface of the skin is shining as 
if oil had been applied to it. This is accompanied with thirst, and 
a sweet taste in the mouth. The different varieties of this disease 
are distinguished from each other by the symptoms of deranged hu¬ 
mors, and by the colour of the urine. 

In the disease produced by phlegm, insects approach the urine; 
the person is languid, his body becomes fat, and there is a discharge 
of mucus from the nose and mouth, with dispeptic symptoms, and 
looseness of the skin. He is always sleepy, with cough and difficult 
breathing. 


§L 


When the disease is produced by bile, there is a cutting pain in 
the scrotum, bladder, and penis, with fever, dispepsia, vomiting, 
heat of the body, thirst, want of sleep, and yellowness of the excre¬ 
tions. In some cases it is accompanied with jaundice. 

When produced by diseased air there is pain in the chest, the 
patient has a desire to eat every thing, there is watching, shivering, 
pain and costiveness. The following are the names and characteris¬ 
tic symptoms of the twenty varieties of diseased urine:— 

1. Udakameha. In this disease the urine is nearly of the 
natural colour, without any sediment. It is white, cold, has no smell* 
and is like water. For its cure use a decoction of PMjdta, Ery- 
thrina fulgens.) 

2. Ekhyumeha. The urine is like the juice of sugar-cane in colour 
and taste ; and for the cure give a decoction of BaijaintL 

3. In SdndrameHa the urine becomes thick after standing some¬ 
time, and for the cure give the patient a decoction of N(mba. 

4. When the urine is of a white colour, is thin and pure above, 
and thick below, it is named Surumeha ; and is cured by a decoction 
of Chitraka. 

5. Pis/itameha, At the time of micturition the hair over the 
body is erect, and the urine has a copious white powder ; as if 
flower had been mixed with it. For the cure use a decoction of 


Tamarinds* 

6. Svkrameha* In this variety the urine is the colour of semen, 
which aomet'mes appears mixed with it. For its cure give a decoc¬ 
tion of Burba , Saibala, Loba y and Kascrukn , with other medicines 
of the like kind. 

7. When the urine lets lull a hard and small deposit like sand it is 
• ulb'd Sikatomeha, and is rim 1 by giving a decoction of Chitraka. 
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In Swetameka there is a copious secretion of urine which i> 
and cold. For tlie cure give a decoction of Trifald, formed 
of three varieties of myrobalan. 

9. When there are frequent calls to make urine, which is dis¬ 
charged in small quantities, the disease is called Shanairmeha ; and 
for its cure give a decoction of Catechu. 

10. Ldlameha . When the urine is like mucilage, and has long 
adhesive fibrous matter mixed with it, the disease is named Ldla¬ 
meha y and is cured by means of astringent decoctions. 

11. In Khdrmeha the urine has the colour, taste, and smell of 
potassa, and is like it to the touch. Cure, use the decoction of the 
three varieties of myrobalan. 

12. In Nilameha the urine is of a blue colour ; and for the cure 
give a decoctiou of the bark of the banian tree. 

13. In Kdlameha the urine is of a black colour, like ink. For 
the cure use astringent decoctions, with honey. 

14. In Haridrameha the urine is bitter and of a yellow colour 
like tamarind water, and there is great heat in passing the urine. 
Cure, use a decoction of Cassia fistula . 

15. In Manjistameha the urine has the smell of indigested food, 
and is of the colour of the water of madder. Cure, use a decoction 
of madder, and red sandal-wood. 

16. llahtameha. The smell is like that of indigested food, is 
hot, is saltish to the taste, and is of a red colour. Cure, use a 
decoction of Gidaneha , Casurga , Car jura , and the seed of the 
Tindaka. 

17. Basdmeha. The urine in this variety is of a light colour 
like fat, and seems as if mixed with it. It is discharged frequently. 
Cure, use a decoction of Saptaparna. 

18. Majjdmeha. The urine in this form is like the colour of 
marrow, and appears as if mixed with it. It is discharged fre¬ 
quently. 

19. Kandrameha . The urine is astringent and sweet to the 
taste. It has a troubled appearance. 

20. Uastimeha . In this disease there is an incontinence of urine, 
which is discharged involuntary. It appears mixed with fat. 

The unfavourable symptoms of the above varieties of disease arc 
when they are congenital; when the seven forms of diseased air, bile, 
and phlegm are present ; when accompanied with a great discharge of 
the humors; when accompanied with large deep-seated abcesses ; and 
when accompanied with Madhum ha , or sweet urine. These hums 
destroy the patient. All hereditary diseases being incurable, the 
congenital forms arc such. All these different forms of Brameha 
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>t properly treated, terminate in Madhumeha , or sweet urine, 
md they are then incurable. 

The following forms of Prameha may he cured ; when the urine 
is of the natural colour, is neither shining on the surface, nor 
white; and. is of the usual taste, or is bitter and pungent. The 
following eruptions and abscesses may occur in the course of this 
disease in joints, and in vital or sensible parts ; as the temples, or 
where there is much muscle. 

1. Sardbika ; with a central hollow, with high edges. 

2. Kachchhapild are hot, and are in the form of a turtle, in ap¬ 
pearance. 

3. Jwalini is hot, and part appears irregular in its sur¬ 
face. 
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4. Binatd eruption is of a blue colour, and is accompanied with 
severe pain. It appears in the back or abdomen, and is accompanied 
with a copious secretion of urine. 

5. Alatjl is of a red and dark colour, in spots. 

6. Masurikd is of a small figure with a central depression of a 
yellow colour. 

7. Sarsapika is of a light yellow colour, and has the figure of 
mustard seed. 

8. Patirni is elevated, and is surrounded with small eruptions. 

9. Biddnkd like a bulbous root, hard, and hot. 

10. Bridadi is a kind of abscess ; and will be considered in 
another chapter. 

These various forms of eruptions may be produced by the de¬ 
rangements of fat without the presence of Prameha ; and they are 
not observable until they have arrived at their full size, as it does not 
affect the pulse, &c. When they appear about the anus, breast, 
head, shoulders, back, and other sensible or vital parts, and if 
accompanied with bad symptoms they are dangerous. When boils, 
are severe, and the internal heat is diminished, the physician 
U to give the case over as desperate. At the termination of the 
eruption, when there is thirst, cough, sloughing of the flesh, 
fainting, hiccough, delirium, slight fever, erysipelas in the temples, 
and the other sensible parts are very painful, so that the patient 
cannot, be moved, the case will be fatal. Females are not liable 
to these diseases, as by the monthly discharge the body and humors 
are purified. 

Treatment , There are two kinds of Prameha; one of which 
is congenital, and the other is produced by the use of bad food. 
In the first, form the patient becomes weak, thin, and the surface 
of the body is rough. He eats much, and is always thirsty aud 
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^tlcss. In the second kind, or that produced by bad food, the 
patient becorpes fat, eats much, the surface of the body is smooth 
and oily, and he is always sitting and sleepy. 

In the first form give nourishing food, and in the second light 
food, with occasional fasting. In both forms the following articles 
are to be avoided, all kind of wines, milk, especially curdled milk, 
oil, ghee, sugar, or sweet cakes, and acid drink. The flesh of 
domestic or amphibious animals arc to be avoided, and the various 
kinds of fish. The patient is to use good old rice, barley, and 
flour, he should eat the different kinds of beans and peas, bitter 
and astringent vegetables, the flesh of wild animals without fat or 
ghee. The treatment should be oily purgatives, as castor oil. This 
is to be followed by the exhibition of emetics. If there is much 
pain or scalding, give him antiphlogistic remedies, with the juice 
ofEmblic mvrobalau, tamarinds, and honey. The physician should 
also exhibit tonics and astringents. He should drink sharbats con¬ 
taining honey, liquorice, and an acid fruit called Kapitta , with pow¬ 
dered black-pepper, and ashes of the dung of camels and asses. 
When the urine is increased much in quantity the patient should 
take prolonged exercise, as by walking and riding on horse-back, 
or on elephants. He should also drink different kinds of tinctures, 
particularly those with preparations of iron. 

For the cure of Basameha, use a decoction of the bark of 
Ay Him ant a or Sinsapd, (a tree,) Kadrameha , with K a tiki, and 
betel-nuts. 

In the cure of Hastimeha use. a decoction made of Tindiha, 
Kapitta , Sirisa , Pahtsa, Pdta , Murbd , with honey. Another 
remedy is the ashes of the bones of elephants, horses, asses, and 
camels. 

Samaroyd or Bahumutra, is a disease only mentioned in modern 
books, most probably by its being classified as a variety of Pramelia. 
Some manuscripts state that it is a disease peculiar to woman and 
is probably mistaken for Lucoreah, although generally considered 
to be Diabetes.* 

It is produced by excessive venery, grief, much exertion, Qnd 
poisou. In this disease all the humors are deranged, and pass 
through the vessels of the uriuary passages ; and are discharged 
copiously, without pain, and pure like water. The woman becomes 
weak suddenly, and the discharge of urine becomes involuntary. 
The patient becomes uneasy with giddiness, and the mouth and 
palate become dry, followed by fainting aud delirium. The skiu is 
dry and rough, with great thirst. 

• See Chikifsd Ratnasavgraha, or the jewels of treatment. 
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e treatment consists in eating ripe plantains ; in taking tlie~ 
esli juice of Einblic myrobalan mixed with hone} r , powdered 
mdskaldi , liquorice, bit dam , honey, ghee, and milk. The carbonate 
of iron and sulphurate of mercury is likewise recommended with 
honey; or the seeds of the wild fig with honey. Different 
other vegetable mixtures are also recommended with ghee in this 
disease. 


a. Suppression of Urine , (Mutrayhdta.) 

The derangements of air, bile, and phlegm in the bladder pro¬ 
duce the thirteen forms of this disease. 

BatakundaUkd . This disease is produced by eating dry articles 
of food, by retention of the natural discharges ; by which the air 
is deranged in the bladder, which mixes with the urine producing 
pain, and they turn round in a circle, and the urine is retained, or it 
is discharged in drops. The person is very fearful in this disease. 

Astila. When the air is deranged between the rectum and blad¬ 
der it forms a large ball like a stone (prostate gland ?) and produces 
suppression of the urine, fteces, and air; and is accompanied with 
swelling in the bladder and much pain. This disease is also called 
Bat astila. 

Bat abas ti . When an ignorant person stops the evacuation of 
the urine or dejections, which deranges the air stops up the neck 
of the bladder, and produces retention. This disease produces pain 
n the pelvis, and in the sides; which from is cured with much 
Jifficulty. 

W r hen a person allows the urine to flow for some time, and then 
stops, it produces the disease called Mutrdtita , or retention, when 
the urine is only discharged in small quantities. 

When urine is retained by such causes as produced the same 
effect as the retention of air, which is situated near the rectum, 
it produces swelling of the abdomen, with much pain under the 
umbiliacus. This disease is called Mutrajathara. 

W T hen the urine stops by impediments in the urethra, near the 
glnns penis or elsewhere; or when expelled with great force mixed 
with blood, sometimes with much pain, in other cases with no pain, 
this variety is called Mutrasanya. 

When the body is dried up by the free use of stimulants, and dry 
food, and great. fatigue, the air aud bile are deranged in the bladder, 
and the urine, which becomes scanty is of a black colour, and pro¬ 
duces severe pain and heat. This disease is called Mutrakia, 

When there is a small hard round ball at the neck of the bladder. 


accompanied with much pain, it may prevent the passage of the 
urine, and produce the s\ mptoms of stone, it is called Mat ray rind. 
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* at the proper time urine is not discharged, and the patient 

has connection with woman, the semen is discharged with the 
urine, sometimes before, and in other cases after the urine* This 
urine is of a white colour, as if mixed w ith chalk, and the disease 


is called Mutrasukra. 

When violent exercise is taken, as in fighting, travelling, or great 
heat, the bile is deranged in the bladder with air, which passes 
mixed with urine, and produces a burning pain in the bladder, penis, 
and anus. The urine becomes yellow as if mixed with tamarinds, or 
blood ; it is discharged with difficulty, and is called Usnabdta . 

When deranged air produces this disease it is accompanied with 
Jcat pain and heat, ou its being discharged. 

~ When the urine is yellow from bile, it causes in its passage a 
burning pain in the part, and there is much sediment. 

When phlegm produces the disease the urine is white, like the 
powder of shells, and is of different consistence : this variety is 
called Mutrakasdda . 

When the body is very dry aud weak, and the feces is collected 
for some time, it may be evacuated with the urine, have the smell 
of feces, and pass with difficulty and much pain. This is most 
probably the recto-vaginal fistula, which is only described in modern 
books ; aud is called Bierbigdta . 


b. Strangury , (. Mutrakrichchhra .*) 

This disease is produced by wrestling, or other violent ki nds of 
exercise, hot spices, dry food, wines, excessive venery ri iing Qn 
horseback very quickly ; eating the flesh of the bufialoe^ oftV ,e 
rhinoceros, &c., or other indigestable food ; another causj ig eating 
too frequently, or it may be produced by bad digestion. 

There arc eight forms of this disease. 1 he derangei s of air, 
bile and phlegm separately or combined, when they occur lir 
bladder, produce this and diseases in the urinary passages, when 
the urine is discharged with pain. This disease is also produced by 
injuries of the parts, by constipation of the bowels, and by 
calculi. 

1. When the deranged air produces the disease it causes severe 
pain in the pelvis, in the testicles, and in the penis. The patient 
has a frequent desire for making water, and the urine passes in 
drops accompanied with pain* 

o. When the bile of the part is deranged the urine is of a yellow 
• From Muir a, urine, and Krichra, slow aud painful. 
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colour. There is much scalding or burning pain in the pas¬ 
sages ; the urine is discharged in small quantities frequently, 
accompanied with heat and uneasiness. 

3. When the phlegm is deranged the pelvis, bladder, urinary 
passages, and testicles feel heavy; they are swelled, and the 
urine is cold, shining like oil, and soon dries up. 

4. When the air, bile, and phlegm are deranged the separate 
symptoms of each variety appear in the same person, and is cured 


with difficulty. 

5. Salajah. When the parts are injured by external violence, 
the disease is accompanied with much pain, followed by other 
symptoms of deranged air. 

C. Sakripratikatajah, when the bowels are very costive, from 
air being deranged, it is accompanied with much swelling and pain 
in the abdomen, with difficulty in mictirition. 

7. A&arijah is produced by calculi, with a difficulty and pain 
in mictirition. 

When a person runs quickly or jumps, is much fatigued, is fast¬ 
ing or the part is injured, the bladder rises out of the pelvis of a 
round form, and large like the gravel uterus. It is accompanied 
with much pain and moves from side to side, and the urine is very 
jiot, and passes in drops. If the swelling is pressed, above the pubis, 
j;e urine passes easily, and in a continued stream. When the per- 
cannot move, it is called Bastikundala , and is a severe and dan- 

son 

is disease, 
geroi 

* ^yjien bile produces the disease it is incurable; when phlegm 
it t la cure( *> especially if it continues to be discharged, except 
! case of “ KundaU bata” When the bladder is round 

a ^ 0 ' „ p el vi8 > and insensibility and noisy breathing, it is 

incurable,. 

Treat Different kinds of diuretics, alkalis, honey, wines, 

fomeata 1 and injections, &c., are recommended in this disease. 

'Tne seeds of cucumbers bruised, and taken with salt and vinegar, 
or wine with salt, rum with animal tiesh and honey, saffrou with 
water and honey, different sharbats with acid fruits, especially 
pomegranate, the fresh juice of tlie dung of asses with the decoction 
of Abayd , Debddnt Murba , and Madhuka . 

Cold water h ro be given to drink with the juice of grapes, salt¬ 
petre, and other salts in water are to be used, and the body is to be 
auoiutcd with oil, fomentations, and purgntives. 

8. Sarajah , when the semen is affected by deranged humors, 
and carried into the passage of the urine, it is discharged with 
much difficulty and pain, 
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7 9. Asarl and Sahara produced by stone or gravel. They, are 
produced by the same causes, and the symptoms of both are the 
same. When the stone is broken and dried up with bile and air, it 
is discharged through the urethra. When stone is retained in the 
bladder, it forms the peculiarity of the two diseases. 

In Sakard there is shivering with severe pain in the chest and 
sides, loss of appetite, and fainting. This is followed by a fit of 
strangury, which is a severe disease, the pain being only mitigated 
■when the urine is not discharged, and the suffering is very acute, 
as the gravel is passing through the urethra. 

The treatment will vary according to the humor particularly de¬ 
ranged. The medicines prescribed for stone are to be given in this 
disease, with a preparation of ghee, oil, and tat, with a decoction t 
Shadanshtrd, 

Asabiet, 

Kumbhi, 

Apushd , 

Kantikdn, (Prickly nightshade,) 

Bald, (Sida cordifolia,) 

Shaldbari , 

Ildsnd, (Mimosa octandra,) 

Baruna , (Capparis trifoliata,) 

Gtrikarnikd. 

These are to be taken internally and used as glystcrs, and as 
injections into the urethra. 

Another remedy to alleviate the pain is prepared by the juice of 
Sadanstra with jagry, and milk. A diuretic mixture called TH- 
ndulu panchaka made by the decoction of the root of sugar-cane, the 
roots of 
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Kush a, (species of grass,) 

Kasha, (Saccharum spontancum,) 

Shara, (Saccharum Sarah,) and 
Vshara, (Khuskhus.) 

These are to be mixed with sugar and taken frequently. 

When bile is deranged give purgatives, with the juice of sugar, 
cane, grapes, and milk. A decoction of Sarasdda or Barndda pre¬ 
pared with oil. Barley water is to be given as drink. 

When phlegm is much deranged, prepare oi : with the «j 0 vc de¬ 
coctions. When the three humors are derange ! +\e three kinds 
of medicines above stated arc to be used coajuuuly as a mixture. 

When produced by external injuries employ the usual treatment 
for such injuries. 

In all these forms fomentations and warm bathing should be used, 
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c. Urinary Calculi, ( Ashmari .) 



When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged it produces different 
forms of calculi; and another kind is produced from semen. 
Phlegm is the chief cause of the disease in all its different forms. 

This disease is produced in those who live on hard indigestable 
food, and do not use evacuating remedies, by which the phlegm is 
deranged, and mixing with urine passes into the bladder and forms 
the stone. 

Others suppose that the calculi are produced by collections of the 
impurities of the urine which sink down and form, by being dried 
with the internal fire, calculi in the bladder. Others suppose they 
are formed as hailstones are formed in the sky. 

This disease is ushered in by pain in tlie bladder, especially in 
its neck, scrotum, and penis. In some cases languor and fever are 
present, and the urine has the smell of goat’s urine. hen formed 
the pain is in the umbiliacus, bladder, perineum, penis, particu¬ 
larly during mictirition. The urine does not pass in a stream, but 
in drops : it also stops suddenly. It is sometimes mixed with 
blood, in other cases it is clear or mixed with gravel. The pain is 
increased by walking, jumping, and riding. 

Four different forms of this disease are observed. The following 
are the peculiarities of each form. 

When produced by air it is always accompanied with deranged 
phlegm, and this forms the stone. This stops near the neck of the 
bladder, and suddenly impedes the flow of urine ; and is accompa¬ 
nied with much pain. To assist the evacuation of the urine the 
patient presses the parts particularly the umbiliacus, penis, and 
anus. The colour of the calculi arc black, rough, and unequal; 
and are surrounded with elevations like the kadam . 

Bile . In this case the bile being mixed with deranged phlegm, 
become a thick mass, increases in size, passes to the neck of the 
bladder, and prevents the passage of the urine. Iu the bladder there 
ib> a burning pain, as if produced by the application of heat. The air 
r rom the anus is hot, and the stone is yellow and sometimes red, 
l/i.ipk, or greyish, and resembles the stone of the “ marking-nut.” 

Jr Seym. A person who eats much of those articles of diet 
which produce diseases of phlegm is liable to have this form of 
stone. In Su.'H cases the phlegm becomes thick, and a stone is 
formed iu the bladdt.. It produces a sudden stop of the flow of 
t v he urine, with severe pain in the bladder, and the person feels as 
if beaten The bladder feels heavy, and cool; and the stone is 
white, shining, large, like the appearance of a ben’s egg. 
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he fourth kind of stone is produced by excesses in venery, or by 
Tie stoppage of semen which collects between the scrotum and 
penis. There it dries, and stops the passage of urine. Tins produces 
pain in bladder and scrotum, and a difficulty in micturition. In 
such cases the scrotum sometimes swells. 

The three first forms frequently attack children, and old people ; 
by sleeping during the day, and using improper food and sweetmeats. 
The stone is easily extracted in the young, as the parts are small. 
In old people the disease is produced by derangements of air, bile, 
and phlegm. 
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Treatment. When stone is threatened, ghee and other like sub¬ 
stances are to be used, aud will prevent its formation. 

Stone is a dangerous disease, being like poison, or thunder. 
When recent it may be cured by medicines ; but when of long stand¬ 
ing an operation is required. 

In the beginning give different decoctions and preparations of 
medicines, which dissolve the calculi; as PdsdnbheJa , Basuka , Ba¬ 
sher a, Ashmantaka , Sotahart, Shiraclashtra , Brihati , Kantakdn, See. 
These decoctions are most useful when air is particularly diseased. 

When bile is deranged, several different decoctions are to be used. 
The same is observed, when the calculi is produced by deranged 
phlegm. In all forms of this disease diuretics are to be used. If 
not cured by the above, an operation is to be performed, which is 
difficult and dangerous. It is consequently proper that the sanc¬ 
tion of the rajei be obtained to its performance. 

The operation of Lithotomy .—The person should take ghee inter¬ 
nally, for several days, with aperients. If very robust he should 
be reduced in strength. When the operation is to be performed, 
collect the necessary instruments, offer up prayers, and speak kind¬ 
ly and encouragingly to the patient. lie is to sit on a table sup 
ported by a person behind, while his legs and arms are raised, and 
tied by proper bandages. The abdomen is to be well rubbed tt» 
make the stone descend. Two fingers of the left baud, well oiled, are 
to be introduced iutu the rectum, and the stone felt and brought 
down. Should th< patent fault at this stage of the operation, it 
should not be proceeded in, as he will in this cave die. Au incisii a 
is then to be made on the left side y'rineum, a barley - in 

breadth from the raphe, and carrie d down to the s<. ' Vi ic incision 

is to he larger in proportion to Ike size of the stone, and in other 
cases it may be made on the rij^kt side avoiding always the raphe. 
If there be more than one stone kc careful to remove them all. 

Care should be taken not t > kreak the >tonc, uor to !rn\e mg 
fragments behind, us it will in e jUc k a case again form. Tin se vmai 

2 x 


MINlSr^ 



370 


<SL 


should be removec with a schoop called Agrabakra. During 
the operation the practitioner should carefully avoid the raphe, 
the seminal canals, the vessels of the spermatic cord, the anus, and 
the rectum. If the seminal canals, or the spermatic^vessels are 
wounded, the person will become impotent. Wounds of the vagina 
and raphe, will produce much distressing pain. 

In females the bladder is situated near the uterus, and care must 
therefore be taken not to thrust the knife directly forward, as it 
will wound the uterus, and the urine will pass through the vagina, 
forming a fistula. 

The wounds of the bladder are always difficult to heal up. 

After the stone has been removed, place the patient in a hip 
bath of warm water, to promote perspiration, and to prevent the ac¬ 
cumulation of blood in the bladder. When this collection of blood 
takes place inject a decoction of Kshirabriksha (Ficus Indica) by 
means of a syringe. To heal the urinary passages ; give sherbats, 
over the wound honey and ghee are to be rubbed ; and remedies are 
to be exhibited to render the urine pure, such as barley with warm 
ghee twice a day for three days ; after this time give sugar, rice, and 
milk in small quantities for ten days. Then take acid fruits, with the 
broth smade of the flesh of game animals for ten days, and for ten 
more days promote perspiration by warm fomentations with oil and 
ghee. The wound is to be cleaned with the decoction of the Kshira¬ 
briksha tree, and other astringent medicines are to be mixed and 
placed in the wound. Oil and turmerick is also used with much 
benefit. If the wound does not heal up, and the urine does not pass 
by the natural passages, the actual cautery is to be applied. When 
the mine passes by the natural passages give sweet decoctions in 
the form of glysters. 

When the calculi produced by semen cannot be dislodged from 
the urethra l>y pressure ; an incision is to be made over them, and 
the calculi is to be removed by the assistance of a hook. 

After the operation of Lythotomy connexion with women should 
lie avoided fora year, as also riding on horse-back, on elephants, or 
in carriages ; avoid at the same time swimming in water, or eating 
1 idigestable articles of food. 


Orde r II, 

Diseases of ihe male O rgans of Generation* 

Diseases of the Scrotum (Bridd^jy —There arc seven varieties 
of swelling of the scrotum produce d by air, bile, phlegm, blood, 


3/1 


<SL 


lat, urine, and by the descent of the intestine. Any of those 
deranged humors may produce the swelling of the scrotum, or 
the testicle. The bowel only causes the swelling of the scro¬ 
tum. The preceding symptoms are pains in the loins, pelvic 
region, and penis, followed by the swelling of the scrotum. 

Symptoms, When the swelling is produced by deranged air the 
scrotum is extended as a bag of air, the surface is rough, aud the 
peculiar pain produced by air is felt in the scrotum. 

When produced by bile the swelling is red like the red fig, has a 
burning sensation and is accompanied with fever. In this form 
suppuration soon takes place. 

When caused by diseased phlegm , the swelling is hard, is not 
painful, the surface is cool, it is itchy, and is not accompanied with 
fever. 

Produced by blood the swelling is surrounded with black tubercles, 
and is accompanied with the symptoms of bile. 

Fat produces the disease which is characterized by softness, 
shining, itchiness, and little pain. It becomes like the fruit of the 
palm tree ; that is rough and tuberculated. 

The form produced by urine (yellow serum), collected between 
the testicle and its external covering, moves like a bag of water. 

The last form is hernia which is produced by carrying heavy 
weights, by fighting with strong persons, falling or jumping, and 
the like. By such causes air is deranged which propels the in¬ 
testine downwards, it jemains iu the groin, and if not treated for 
some days it descends still lower, and produces a swelling of the 
scrotum. The tumor is oblong, and when pressed it passes up¬ 
wards with a peculiar noise, and again descends when the pressure 
is removed. 

Treatment . With the exception of the last form, this disease is 
to be treated as follows :— 

Iu all these diseases riding on horse-back, sexual connexion, seden¬ 
tary employment, and indigestable food are to be avoided. When pro¬ 
duced by air, give the patient oleaginous food, and anoint his body. 
The parts are then to be fomented, and then give purgatives, espe¬ 
cially castor-oil and milk. This treatment is to be continued for one 
month. The patient’s diet should be broth made of wild animals, 
rice, and occasional glvsters. If the swelling does . / decrease by 
these means, apply poultices, aud when it suppurates evacuate the 
pus, taking care to avoid the raphe of the scrotum. Tho treat¬ 
ment is then to be the same as that of abscesses in general. 

When the disease is caused by bile, and if it does not suppurate, 
it is to be treated, as other swellings produced by bile. It if sii)i 
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ates evacuate the pus, aud apply honey and ghee. • After this 
use such poultices as promote the healing action of the part. 

W hen produced by blood apply leeches, give purgatives with 
honey and sugar; after which it is to be treated as swellings pro¬ 
duced by bile. 

When the disease is produced by diseased phlegm apply pressure 
with stimulants mixed with urine. If it suppurates, open it, and 
use such applications as will clear and heal the abscess. 

In swellings when produced by fat, foment the part, and apply 
such poultices as will make the swelling be absorbed, such as 
Sarosddi . 

This is to be mixed with urine, and applied hot to the part. Sur¬ 
round the upper part of the scrotum with a bandage, and remove the 
lower and walled parts, taking care to preserve the testes and the 
raplie. Then apply a mixture of the sulphate of iron and rock salt 
to the wound, over which a bandage is to be applied. When the 
wound is clean apply prepared oil to heal it. 

Mutrabriddhi (hydrocele).—Apply the same bandage as above re¬ 
commended, then at the lower part of the side of the raphe a 
trocar is to be introduced. Leave the canula in the wound, and 
when the fluid is discharged, apply a tight bandage round the 
scrotum. 

Antrabriddhi (Hernia) is incurable, unless when it is recent and 
sit’iated in the groin, when it is to be treated in the same way as 
when the swelling is produced by air, tha' is by fomentations and 
oleaginous purgatives. When by these means the gut has been 
returned into the abdomen, the groin is to be cauterized (by a half 
moon cautery) over the part where the tumor was situated. In 
diseases of the scrotum it is also recommended that the skin of the 
right or left great toe be divided, according as the swelling is on the 
right or left side, and the wound is to be cauterized. This super¬ 
stition is followed from the supposed connexion with the vessels of 


the"*scrotum and of the foot, and is intended to prevent the recur¬ 
rence of the disease. It is still generally followed, and rings are 
also worn on the great toe, for the same purpose. 

Brishanakaehchhu, (itchiness of the scrotum pniziyo.) This is a 
common and troublesome disease. Medical authors say that it is 
produced by ittemiing to cleanliness, by which the perspiratiou 
la accumulated, wliicb irritates and produces an eruption on the 
part. This sometimes degenerate into sores. The treatment con¬ 
sists in cleaning the part well, aud applying simple ointment pre¬ 
pared with wax and bruised mustard seed, and Salrak (a small seed 
like aniseed) ; these are mixed, strained, aud applied to the part. 



^ \nd. Diseases of the Denis. These consist of sores on the genital 
organs, phymosis and pharymosis, stricture of the urethra, in¬ 
flammation of the penis, and impotency. 


Sores on the genital Organs , ( Upadangsha .*) 

d liese diseases are supposed to be produced by mechanical injuries 
ol the part, want of cleanliness, and washing with impure w r ater, 
alter sexual intercourse. It is also produced by impure connexion, 
excessive venery, and the stimulants sometimes employed to enlarge 
the penis. There are five different forms of these sores, which are 
distinguished from each other by their colour, and the nature of 
the discharge. These are : 

1. Bdtika , characterised by the black colour of the pustules 
(primary), by the lancinating pain, and white discharge. 

2. Baittika is distinguished by the reducss of the pustules, by 
the burning pain, and bloody discharge from the part. 

3. Shleshmika. In this form the pustules is larger, and are 
attended with an itching sensation. The discharge is white, and 
thick. 

4. Sannipdtika . This is a complicated form of the disease, 
in which the above symptoms appear. It is considered in¬ 
curable. 

5. Agantuka , or accidental injuries of the organs of generation. 
In this description no secondary symptoms of syphilis are men¬ 
tioned. The description is confined entirely to the primary sores. 
The unfavourable symptoms of this .oca disease is confined to the 
suppuration, sloughing, and destruction of the penis, and to the 
generation of worms in the sores. In such cases the disease was 
supposed to be incurable. 

It is stated that these sores should be treated by an ignorant per¬ 
son, or should the person continue to have intercourse with women, 
he will die ; from the sloughing of the parts, and the irritative fever 
which accompanies it. 

Auother local disease of the genitals is named Minguharti (warts) 
and consists in excrescences near the vagina, between the scrotum 
and penis, or corona glaiulis. They appear crop after crop, and 
resemble a cock's comb ; they are without pain, and are cured with 
dilhculty ,—{Char aka — Sushnita.) 

The treatment of the above loc&Ji diseases ol Sh/\ genitals is as 
follows : 

For the cure of Batlka apply ghee, or some oleaginous i. “cr to 
the local disease, and give the sanm* internally, to promote perspirfr 
* From upu, near; and danysha , biting. 
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W Op en a ^eln of the penis, or apply leeches to that organ, so 
remove any unhealthy humors that may be there; and for 
the same purpose administer strong purgatives and emetics. For 
the former medicine, glysters may be substituted when the patient 
is weak. The parts are next to be fomented, and then apply to them 
poultices of flour, mixed with the powder of the castor-oil seed. 

Paittilca. In this variety apply fomentations of milk and water, 
sugar and water, or honey and water. The following poultices are 
then to be applied :—Take of 

Gairika, (yellow earth,) 

Anjana , (sulphate of antimony,) 

Luhama , 

SMbciy (Echites frutescens,) 

Jashtimadhu , (liquorice,) 

Ushira , 

Kasha , (grass,) 

Padrnaka , (a fragrant wood,) 

Sandal-wood and -water-lily. 

Mix these together with ghee and use it as a poultice. 

Shleshmika is produced by a diseased state of the phlegm in the 
part, and is treated by fomenting with a decoction made of the bark of 
Sdla, (Sal tree,) 

Ashwakama, (a kind of Sala tree,) and 
Dhaba, (Grislea tomemtosa.) 

The same barks may be mixed with w : ne and mustard oil, and 
used as a poultice. 

By thus employing bleeding and other antiphlogistic means, 
according to the nature of the case; by the use of fomentations and 
poultices, with the assistance of emetics and purgatives, this disease 
will be most easily cured. Washing the sores witli astringent 
decoctions, will also be found of much use. Much care is required 
m the treatment, when accompanied with sloughing or suppuration 
ot the parts. In this case the abscess is to be immediately opened, 
a ■ 30011 as [t is discovered ; and then apply tit , honey, and ghee, A 
fomentation of the leaves of 

Karabira , (Oleander,) 

Jail, (Jasmin,) and 
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Arukbada. (Cassia fistula,) is then to he applied to 
(he part. Various.mkcures of po .vders arc recommended to be applied 
with hone- .o these sores of tin . genitals. The following may be 
giver .. an example. Take of 

Saur&stra mirtU'A, (a kind of earth,) 

Gaerika, 
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Tute , (sulphate of copper,) 

Pushpaha, (sulphate of zinc,) 

Kaslsa , (sulphate of iron,) 

Saindhaba , (rock-salt.) 

These, and other medicines of the same kind, with various 
astringent powders and decoctions, are used. When the disease is 
produced by a derangement of the three humors the treatment re¬ 
commended for foul ulcers is to be followed. If the parts have 
sloughed, or gangrene has taken place, the dead part is to be sepa¬ 
rated, the actual cautery applied, and the part is to be dressed with 
honey and ghee. 


History of Syphilis 

The history of Syphilis is so peculiar, and various opinions as 
to its origin has produced so much discussion in Europe, that I 
shall here add a few remarks on the subject. 

From the above account of these diseases of the genital or¬ 
gans, as given in the ancient Sanskrit writings, it appears that 
there were only five, or rather six, varieties of local sores to which 
they were liable. These are stated to have been produced by inju¬ 
ries', or other causes of irritation, such as want of cleanliness, &c.; 
which arc quite sufficient to account for the varieties of these sores, 
and resemble those recorded by the Jews. They are quite different 
from the peculiar disease known by the name of syphilis, or the 
venereal disease. The history of this disease in Europe affords the 
explanation of these peculiarities. 

The veneral disease, as it now appears in its characteristic local 
and general features, seems to have been unknown before the return 
of Columbus to Spain, after the discovery of America (1494), when 
the sailors introduced the disease into Spain. Astruc asserts, on the 
authority of Oviedo, the historian, and of many contemporary physi¬ 
cians, who flourished a short time after that period, that the disease 
was communicated to the Spaniards by the Indian women ol His* 
panioln, when Columbus first arrived in that country ; and they, in 
their turn, communicated it to their country-women. 

In like manner, Sapelvida, a Spaniard, who flourished towards the 
middle of the sixteenth century, asserts, "ex-E irbaricarum mulierum 
cousuetudiue Hispani morbum contr axe runt.” In the course of a 
year or two afterwards (1495) Ferdinand, king ot Spain, sent an 
armv under the command ot the great Gousalva dc C ordova to the 
assistance of the Neapolitans, at that time engaged in a war with < bo 
French* The Spaniards infected the Neapolitans, who communiea- 
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c disease to the French. As tney had not had the diseasi 
ore they attributed it to the climate, and called it the “ Mai do 
Naples.” The Neapolitans, as much astonished as the French, and 
treating them as the hostile power, imagined that they had brought 
it to the country, and called it the French disease. 

I regret not having had an opportunity of referring to a late 
work entitled “ Lettere sulla Storia de mali Fenenei , di Dominica 
Thiene , Venezia , 1823 in which Mr. Prescott states “ that the 
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author has assembled all the early notices of the disease of any 
authority, and discussed their import with great integrity and 
judgment. * This classic historian supposes that this loathsome 
disease was not brought from America;—but his evidence does not 
appear to me to be conclusive; particularly when the low state of 
the medical profession, at the time, is considered, and the mild 
form in which this disgusting disease may be supposed to have 
appeared among the abstemious natives of America, in a fine tropical 
climate. Besides the active and healthy sailors of the expedition 
were obliged to live on farinacious food and vegetables, which would 
prevent the disease appearing in a virulent form so as to attract their 
particular notice ; and explains the reason of the silence of Colum¬ 
bus and his son, on the subject of this loathsome disease in their 
correspondence. Nor can we suppose that the disease would be 
noticed until it began to commit ravages in its epidemic form. 
Before this occurred there is no description of this peculiar disease, 
previous to the discovery of America ; nor could it be expected that 
such writers would trace it to its origin, until more attention was 
called to the nature of the disease. During such an age we can 
easily understand how the disease should be rapidly propagated 
o ver Europe when introduced into an army of mercinary soldiers, 
composed of nearly every nation of Europe, who thus conveyed 
the infection with them on their return to their respective homes ; 
and explains many circumstances related of its progress in different 
( < metrics. It was from the great intercourse at that time subsist¬ 
ing between the French and Scots that the disease first appeared in 
Scotland, and it was not until a year afterwards that it ap¬ 
peared in Englaud. A* true assigns another cause in the licen¬ 
tious manners of the age, for the rapid spreading of the venereal 
disease, on its first appearance in Europe. So much was this the 
ca>c that Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, and the lesser dignitaries of 
the Church, were alike its victims. All ranks, and few ages were 
exempt from <he disease. 

* See h's History of the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella, vol. iit. p. 
50 : London, 1838. 


3 77 


^ ^^Soon after the appearance of the disease in Europe its ravages 
extended over a considerable part of Asia and Africa, as well as 
Europe.This is stated by Eracastorio, who flourished at the close 
of the fifteenth century, was an eye witness of the extensive pro¬ 
gress of the disease ; and from his high medical reputation, and resi¬ 
dence almost on the spot of its first appearance, and more largely 
engaged in the cure of it than any physician in his day, had the 
best opportunities of judging of the nature of the disease. He says, 
that the disease first appeared in central Europe and extended its 
ravages from France to Great Britain, where it got the name of the 
French disease ; and still approaching towards the East, it was cal¬ 
led, “ Armani danah from which country it extended to Persia, 
where Mir Bahaii Daula Nur Baxsh was said to have been the first 
who described and treated the disease. From Persia it advanced 
into Hindustan, where it is still known by its Persian name: Nur 
Farsi Persian pox; or Jumra (£ 7 ^)’ blotches ; or from 

its peculiar symptoms A’ tshak (^A3f), nocturnal fire; disease 

of foreigners, strangers, more especially of Europeans. Soon after 
(A. II. 950) in the time of Timur Lang, emperor of Persia, Amir 
Imamdin Muhammad Shirazi wrote a short treatise on the venereal 
disease ; in which he declares it to have been of recent origin, 
and, with the exception of Nur Buxsh is stated to have been the first 
who wrote correctly ou the subject. 

The same evidence is afforded by the Hindu writers. We have 
seen that the early wrhers gave minute and characteristic descrip¬ 
tions of the usual local diseases of these organs ; and what is remark¬ 
able, syphilis has not got a Sanskrit name, but is named from the 
Europeans, who first visited these shores. This was more readily 
adopted, as the presence of the disease conveyed a feeling of disgust 
and reproach. It is in the modern Sanskrit compilations, such as 
Bhdbaprahisa, where the disease is named the “ Farim/i Roga or 
Portuguese disease. In this work the disease is characterized by all 
the symptoms of secondary syphilis, as detailed by European authors, 
such as cutaneous eruptions, and affections of the bonps, particularly 
those of the nose and palate. In these modern works syphilis is 
divided into three varieties ; one of which is characterized by the ap¬ 
pearance of cutaneous eruptions, the second by diseases of the bones ; 
and in tbc third variety both the skin and bones are affected.f 


* Europam fere omnem Asire verb, atquc Africa, partem non parvam 
occupavit:—see dv. contayinsu m or bis, 

John of Vigo, in 15L I, first described venereal exostirns anrl caiir<. 
t It is curious that Bhdbcqirakdsa dors not speak of the primary symp- 
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e disease is attributed to connection with the Portuguese, whether 
male or female, and it was supposed that it could only be cured by 
the use of mercury. The same author likewise states that after the 
mercurial treatment has been completed, Topchini, or China-root, 
must be administered to complete the cure. 

We have thus a disease presenting characteristic appearances, 
and of peculiar virulence, without a Sanskrit name—not even 
mentioned by the ancient Hindu medical writers; aud still called 
by the name of the people who first visited these shores from 
Europe. But as the disease was also introduced into Hindus¬ 
tan from the sopth-east by the Portuguese, it was called the Portu¬ 
guese or European ( faringM) disease; and likewise from Persia in 
the north-west, when the disease was named the <c Persian pox.” 
It was only after the disease was introduced from the north and 


south of Hindustan, that an account is recorded of the character¬ 
istic disease, by modern compilers, including both the local and con¬ 
stitutional symptoms. Hence it would appear that this disease was 
introduced from America to Europe and Asia, as the small-pox 
and measles seem to ha^ c first appeared in Asia, from whence 
they spread, and committed such ravages in Africa, Europe, and 
America. 

I he following proofs may be thus adduced of the venereal disease 
having been brought from America:— 

1st. Hie opinion ot ancient authors who have left us minute 
descriptions of disease, such as Moses , Ckaraka, Sushruta , Ilip - 
pocrates , Celsus , &c., not having mentioned the venereal disease. 
Local sores on the genitals, and even the occurrence of buboes, See. 
being no proof of the presence of this disease, without its specific 
secondary symptoms. Any irritating cause applied to the genitals 
would produce local sores, and if not properly attended to would in¬ 
flame the inguinal glands ; as sores on the feet are often found to 
produce the same swellings. 

2nd. The consternation into which all Europe was thrown by 
the rapid progress of this fearful disease. Like all new diseases, 
booh after its introduction into Europe, by the followers of Colum¬ 
bus, it spread in the most alarming manner ; or like that leprosy 
from the cast, which at one time tilled the Lazar-houses of Europe 
with its victims. Masses, prayers, and alms, were offered up to 
avert the anger of 0 ncaven ; as the superstitious notions of 

the age made people believe that it was a dispensation from God, 


toms of Syphilis ; probably from their not being considered as of con-* 
sequence, or as having a connection with each other. 



WHtSTfiy 


379 



<SL 


iycoiTcct the licentious, and wicked manners of the times. 

verity of a new disease when it occurs in a country is seen in the 
visits of the small-pox, to islands, and distant countries; as occurred 
in the Mauritius iu our day, and committed such dreadful ravages 
at first, and slowly appeared to wear itself out. * Such was the case 
with Syphilis when it first appeared iu Europe, compared with the 
lmttigated symptoms of the present times. This is certainly in 
part owing to our following a better plan of treatment, but still more 
to this disease being of a less virulent nature than before. 

3rd. The progress of the syphilitic disease indicates that it was 
first brought to Spain, from whence it spread over Europe, Africa, 
and Asia. 


4th. The analogy of other diseases prove that new diseases may 
so appear, and spread as the small-pox, measles, &c. from Asia ; and 
perhaps the croup and sweating sickness of Britain, &c. 


ParibarttikA —Phymosis. This disease is produced by pressure, 
or external injuries, by which the prepuce is swollen by the diseased 
air, and covers the glaus. When it remains swollen, hard, and very 
painful, the inflammation sometimes passes to suppuration. 

Abapdtikd —Pariphymosis. When much force is used during 
connection with a young girl, or when the prepuce is forced back with 
force, it remains there, and is followed with much swelling and pain. 

Another variety of the above disease is called Nirucldaprakaska> or 
stricture, or diminution of the urethra. In some cases this is pro¬ 
duced by an adhesion of the prepuce to the glans, impeding the 
passage of the urine, which in some cases only passes in drops. 

In Phymosis ghee is to he applied to the part with warm fomenta¬ 
tions followed by poultices, which are to he continued for from 
three to five days. Ghee is again to be applied, and the skin is then 
to be pulled gently backwards. When in its natural position apply 
fomentations, administer oleaginous food, with animal broths, and 
ghee. 

The same treatment is to be followed in Pariphymosis, only in¬ 
stead of backwanls, pull the prepuce forward. 

In Niruddaprakusha introduce a metalie, wooden, or gumelastie 
canula, after the parts have been rubbed with oil. Then the size 
of the canula is to be increased every third day, so as to increase 
the size of the passage of the urethra. 

Should the prepuce adhere to the glaus divide them, and heal 
the wound in the ordinary way. 

2 v 2 
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'hukadosha, inflammation of the penis, is a common disease in this 
country, from the pernicious habit of applying stimulants to enlarge 
the organ. There are eighteen forms of this disease, Sarshdpikd, 
AshthUika , G rath it a, KumbMkA , Aladi, Mridita , Sammurhapiraka, 
Abamantha, Pushkarikd , Sparshahdni, Uttamd , Shatdpdnaka , Twaka- 
pdka , Sanitarbuda, Mdngsapdka , Bidradhi , Tilakdlaka , Mdngsar- 
buda , &c. 
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SarsMpikd are small pimples, like mustard seed round the penis, 
which are produced by the presence of a kind of insect, which is 
sometimes applied to the part with the intention of increasing the 
size of the organ. 

The other forms of inflammation are produced by the applica¬ 
tion of other stimulants which cause inflammation of a chronic or 
acute form. Sometimes abscess and mortification of the part occur 
so as sometimes to destroy the penis. The other varieties are mere¬ 
ly modifications of these inflammations, and their terminations. 

Treatment . Astringent decoctions and oils are to be used, after 
the application of leeches, fomentations, and poultices. When matter 
forms it is to be evacuated, and the abscess cleaned with tonic 
decoctions. The ulcers are to be healed by the application of pre¬ 
pared oil. 

When sloughing takes place it is to be treated, as when it occurs 
in other parts. In all these forms of disease the antiphlogistic 
treatment is to be employed, particularly purgatives, and the local 
application of astringent, and healing powd?rs. 


Order III. 

Diseases of the Female Organs of Generation, 

There are twenty forms of these diseases, which arc produced 
by using had food, or taking improper exercise. They are also 
caused by diseased menses, or semen. In other cases they arc 
produced without any apparent causes. 

1. f. 'dnOcrfd. When the menses arc discharged with great pain, 
and are frothy. 

2. Bandhgd . Difficult menstruation, Disuionorrhagcea ( nostar - 
tobok) where tiie menses arc stopped, by the accumulation of mi- 
healthy humors in the part. When the woman is barren, the disease 
is called Bandhyd. 

3. Biphitd. Continued pain in the genital organs. 

4. Panplutd . Severe pain during connection. 

5. Bdtald. In this disease the vagina is contracted and rough, 
accompanied with pain. In these five diseases air is locally deranged. 
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parts are hard and swollen, with the various seven varieties 
iain produced by diseased air. 

When the menses are discharged very hot, the disease is 
named Sardtakara . When there is an unusual discharge of a 
led colour from the vagina, accompanied with pain, and followed 
h} lassitude, &c., the disease is named Prodoroh or Menorrhagia. 
J-his disease is produced by bad food, diet, or milk, or any improper 
mixture of food, sleeping during the day, by the use of ardent 
spirits, or hot food, or eating frequently without being hungry; 
by abortion, or frequent venery, by severe exercise particularly riding 
nnd walking, by grief, by carrying heavy weights, and by external 
injuries. These causes produce the disease which is accompanied 
with fever, and pain over the body; and after a time the patient 
becomes weak, is affected with giddiness, fniuting, thirst, great 
heat, delirium, jaundice, and drowsiness. It is also accompanied 
with the general symptoms of diseased phlegm, air, aud bile sepa¬ 
rately, or combined. 

When phlegm is particularly deranged in this disease; the dis- 
charge is whitish, mucilaginous, and has the smell of the water 
iu which flesh had been steeped, or of the colour of water in which 
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straw has been immersed. 

When bile is particularly deranged, the discharge is sudden, and 
is of a yellow or reddish, blue or black colour. It is hot, and the 
other symptoms of diseases of bile appear. 

When air is particularly affected the discharge is of a red colour, 
like the washings of flesh, is frothy, is in smaller quantities than the 
last variety, and is accompanied with more pain. 

When the three humors are deranged producing this disease, 
the discharge is of the colour of honey mixed with ghee, or of a 
yellow colour like marrow, and has a foetid smell. In this form a 
cure is not to be expected, and the practioner should refuse to 
attend such a patient. 

The unfavourable symptoms of this disease are when it has 
continued long, is accompanied with a copious discharge, with 
fever, great thirst, and heat followed by great debility. When the 
menses occur every month, without pain or burning, arc of the na¬ 
tural colour, and neither too copious, nor too scanty, it is advan¬ 
tageous to health. When the discharge is red, like the colour of 
the blood of a hare, or like a decoction of lac, aud does not per¬ 
manently discolour cloth when it falls upon it, it is healthy. 

7. Bdmm. When seaman is discharged with the menses. 

8. Srajigsim. Wbeu the blood is discharged, and the parts 
are diseased, so that it prevents easy delivery. 
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Patragan(. When the infant has died, or abortion 
aken place with a great discharge of blood. In all these cases 
bile is much diseased, and is accompanied with fever. 

10. Pittald. When bile is deranged, there is much heat of 
the part, which suppurates and is accompanied with fever. These 
five last diseases are the symptoms of bile. 

The following are the diseases produced by deranged phlegm. 

11. Atgdnandd. When the woman has no pleasure in the 
embraces of her husband. 

12. Karnlni. When phlegm and blood are deranged in the 
vagina, small granulations form, like the grains of rice from deran¬ 
ged phlegm and blood. 

13. Churund . When the semen of the male is more copious 
than that of the female. 

14. Charand. When the male semen does not enter the uterus. 

15. Shi estimate. It is produced by diseased phlegm with itchi¬ 
ness and coldness, and the part appears as if covered with oil. 

1G. Saudi. In this variety the menses are not discharged, the 
breasts do not swell, and the parts are bnrd, and rough like a file. 

17. Pal aid. When a large man has connection with a small, 
and young female he injures the parts, and produces this disease. 

18. Makati. When the vagina is very large. 

19. &uchxhulitra. When the entrance is very small. 

20 . Sarbalingasamutjpannd. Different varieties of pain, &c. pro¬ 
duced by the derangement of the three humors in the part. 

The five last forms of these diseases are cured with difficulty. 

The treatment of these diseases will vary according to the hu¬ 
mor diseased. 

When the air is diseased apply warm fomentations such as steam 
baths, &c., and poultices, use also injections of oleaginous and 
other medicines heated, which cure diseased air. A piece of cloth 
soaked in oil is to be kept in the vagina. 

W hen bile is deranged with much bearing down and inflamma¬ 


tion, use cold lotions. If there is a bad smell, use the decoctions 
of astringent barks. 

lieu phlegm is deranged take the juice of garlic every morning, 
with food made of rice aud milk, and apply different tinctures to the 
part, as recommended under the head of midwifery. 

In dismenorrhagica the patient should live on nourishing food, 
fish, mdskaldi, sesamuni seeds (/*/), curdled milk, aud drink cow’s 
urine, whey, and wine. The pubis should be well rubbed with oil 
and ghee, aud the vagina is to be kept distended by the introduc¬ 
tion of a roller of cloth. 
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j^lie treatment of menorrhagia should resemble that of hcmor 
Tmgia, such as the application of cold and astringent medicines, 
avoiding venery, and living on cooling and simple food. 
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Kernel a, (XJtero Vaginal Tumors.) 

These diseases are produced by the person sleeping during the 
day, by au augry disposition, by great fatigue, and by too much 
venery. They may also arise from mechanical injuries of the part. 
These tumors are like the fruit of the Lakucha tree, (a kind of Bread 
fruit tree, Artocarpus lacucha, or Madar.) 

When air produces the disease the tumor is dry, and is of a 
dirty or yellowish colour, and has furrows on its surface. 

When diseased bile produces the tumor it is very hot and red, 
and is accompanied with fever. 

When phlegm produces the tumor it is like the colour of the 
Indigo flower and is very itchy. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are diseased, all the separate symp¬ 
toms are present. When three are so diseased in one part, it is 
incurable, and when produced by spirit or by phlegm, &c. it is 
cured with difficulty. 

Treatment . For the treatment of these tumors use the flesh of 
shell-fish, and the pulp of tamarinds, rub them together, and apply 
the mixture to the tumor. A paste made with the flowers of 
Gossa, are to he applied to the part, and will be found of great use. 

Bhajabhanga or Claiba, (Impotence.) 

There are six kinds of Impoteucy, 1st, It may be produced by 
dejection of the mind, or connection with distasteful women. 

2nd. By eating too dry and pungent food, as black-pcpper, 
capsicum, &rc. or too much acid, salt, or stimulating food. By such 
causes the secretion of semen is diminished. 

3rd. Excessive venery, and eating little food. 

4th. Old diseases of the organs of generation, or of injuries or 
diseases of the vital parts. 

5th. The congenital variety; and the 

tilh. Variety is caused by avoiding sexual iudidgenecs. 

The fourth and fifth kinds are incurable. The other four kinds 
may be treated. For this purpose different kinds of nourishing food 
and drink are to be used : the patient V to live in a good house, 
indulge in good beds, in music, in the society of beautiful women, 
in wines, and in perfumes, as all these tend to remove sterility. 
The medicines to be used are as follows: Take oi the powder of 
ihduri or of Anuloka mixed with honey and ghee ; and c at the 
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icles of goats roasted and prepared with salt, ghee, and Ion] 
pepper. The preparations of mdskaldi and sugar, barley, wheat are 
also of use. The eggs of crabs and of crocodiles, or of turtles pro¬ 
perly prepared will be of great use. Flour prepared with ghee, and 
milk, and rubbed on the feet with oil, prepared with crocodile’s 



eggs ; the flesh of rats, frogs, and the eggs of sparrows arc recom¬ 
mended. The patient is to drink fresh milk with sugar, honey, and 
powder of Swayungupta and Ekuruka . 


Class VIII. 

Diseases of the Rectum and Anus. 

These consist of piles, stricture of the rectum, prolapsus ani, 
ulcers near the anus, and fistula-iu-ano. 


Order I. 

Arsa, {Piles.) 

There are six vareties of this disease according as it is produced 
from deranged air, bile, phlegm, the three humors deranged at 
the same time, diseased blood, and the last form is congenital or 
hereditary. 

That part of the rectum called guda is five and a half fingers 
breadth in length, and like the spiral cavities in the sacred shell, used 
in the Hindu temples, has three spiral turns called Prabdhini, 
which accelerates or assists in expelling its contents. The second is 
called Bisarjinl , or that which expells ; and Sambariid\ or sphincter. 
Piles are usually situated in these parts, the causes producing them 
arc as follows : The improper mixtures of food, excessive venery, the 
unnatural position of the body when long indulged in ; horse riding, 
and the want of attention to the calls of nature, By these causes 
the humors are deranged in the anus and produce tubercles, or piles. 

When air is deranged it affords the following signs; round the 
anus small tumors form, which aro dry, slightly painful, red, and 
irregular like the kadambu fruit. The disease is accompanied with 
constipation, pain in the hack, loins, penis, anus, and umbiliacus ; and 
is occasionally accompanied with pain in the breast, want of appetite, 
cough, and noise in breathing; sometimes the appetite is good, sf 
other times it is much impaired. The blood is often evacuated by 
u small orifice from time to time. The skin, eyes, face, mouth, 
teeth, and nails appear dirty and yellow with unhealthy yellowish 
dejections, and urine. Symptoms likewise appear like Gulina or 
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^{Wcn, or it even produces these diseases. In other cases the pifc 
"■oducc Astila , a kind of hysterical ball. 

When bile is deranged the swelling has an erysipelatous appear¬ 
ance ; at other times it has a blue, yellow, red, or black colour, 
with orifices in its surface, like the mouths of leeches. The 
blood evacuated is very thin, and there is a considerable dis¬ 
charge, with pain in the part, accompanied with fever, thirst, and 

fainting. 

When phlegm is deranged the tumors arc pendulous, near each 
other, hard, round, shining, and of a white colour, like the paps 
of the cow. There is no discharge, they are cold, itchy, heavy, 
remain stationary, and the stools are mixed with mucus, and 
appear like water in which flesh had been washed. In some cases 
the disease is accompanied with swelling of the extremities, with 
feverishness, loss of appetite, heaviness and pain of the lu*ad ; and 
the skin, nails, eyes, face, urine, and faeces becomes white. In 
these diseases there is a great discharge of urine, the person often 
becomes impotent, aud digestion is impaired, with vomiting. Those 
diseases which impair digestion, produce this disease. When the 
three humors are diseased, the symptoms of the three separate 
diseases are present. 

When blood produces the disease, the pain is like that of a 
needle thrust into the skin, and symptoms appear like those of 
deranged bile. The tumors resemble the hanging roots of the 
banian tree, or the kunch seeds, small red seeds with black spots, 
or they are like coral. When costiveness occurs it is accompanied 
with a free and rapid discharge of blood, which is hot, and produces 
the usual effects of a great and sudden loss of blood ; the person 
with this disease remains yellow, like the yellow frog : weak, silent, 
and sad ; his skin is dirty, and all his senses perform their office 
imperfectly or they are depraved. The dejections are gray, like 
smoke, dry and hard, and in others they are thin, yellow, and 
frothy. 


The last form of this disease is produced by hereditary disposi¬ 
tion from the taint being mixed in the semen and female blood. 
The tumors in this form become rough, of a white unnatural 
colour, with internal openings. The patient cannot eat much, his 
body has large veins over tin surface, and his voice is low. lie is 
impatient, is easily roused, has little appetite, is afflicted >vith 
diseases of the eyes, ears, iiojo, aud head, and is always complain¬ 
ing of diseases of the stomach and intestines. 

When piles are external they are easily cured, but whou situated 
internally they arc cured with difficulty, or uro incurable. Tumors 
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those of piles sometimes form in the cavities of the ear, nose, 
outli, vagina, and upon the penis. 

When affecting the internal ear, they produce deafness, pain, and 
a fetid discharge from the organ. In the eyes they cover the eye¬ 
lids ; and sometimes destroy the sight of the organ. When in the 
mouth, they are attached to the throat, lips, and palate, they impair 
the voice and taste, and produce other diseases of the mouth. 
When in the nostrils they produce difficult breathing, a fetid smell, 
a change of voice, pain in the head, and a considerable discharge 
from the nose. 
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The deranged humors produce the disease on the surface of the 
body when they form tumors of different sizes, which are called 
CharmTctta. When the air is deranged the disease is accompanied with 
throbbing ; when phlegm, the color of the tumor is the colour of the 
skin aud hard. When bile and blood are deranged, producing the 
disease, the tumors become black and rough. Those piles which 
form externally are curable, as also those in the first and second 
convolutions of the rectum, but in the third the disease is incurable, 
and also after they have existed for upwards of a year. 

Treatment. There are four indications for the cure of piles. The 
first is by medicine, the second by the application of caustics, the 
third by the application of the actual cautery, and the fourth by 
the knife. W hen the disease is recent, and it is not accompanied 
with any bad symptoms, they may be cured by medicine. When 
soft and elevated with a thick base, they a .e to be cured by the use 
of caustic. When hard, rough, and large, by the actual cautery ; 
and when the base is narrow and they are elevated and moist, they 
are to be removed by the knife. 

Ike caustics arc to be applied in the following manner: the 
patient is first to take some oleaginous and bland diet, such as rice 
and milk ; the parts are then to be well fomented, and on a cool 
day, when there are no clouds in the sky, the patient is to be placed 
upon a table with a good light thrown upon the part. lie is to be 
supported by two assistants holding his head and shoulders ; and 
his loins arc to be elevated with a soft cushion. The knees and legs 
are to be raised, and separated by a bandage passing round the 
knees, feet, and neck. The body is thus firmly fixed, aud a little 
ghee rubbed upon the part. The patient is next to press downwards, 
so as to press out the. anus. The piles are then to be dried with a 
piece of cloth, and the caustic fluid applied over the part by a 
broad pointed probe. f J he caustic is allowed to remain as long as 
is required to pronounce one hundred words, when it is to be rubbed 
off, and it is only when necessary that it is to be again applied. 
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lien the piles become black, and are diminished in size by the 
caustic, the necessary effect has been produced. 1 he part is then to be 
washed with a spirituous cooling application, whey, or water mixed 
with the juice of acid fruits. Dry the part, and then apply ghee mix¬ 
ed with the decoction of liquorice. A warm bath is then to be giveu, 
and pour tepid water over the body. lie is then to be left in a room 
shut up, and is to live on a spare diet. When any other piles ap- 
pear or when there are many, the application of the caustic is to be 
made every seventh day until the care is completed. The applications 
are first to be made to the piles of the right side, then the left, and 
after that the part behind and before. 

If the caustic is too freely applied the anus is destroyed, with 
burning fever, fainting, and discharge of blood. 

When the piles are large and the person strong, they are to 
be removed with the knife, and the actual cautery applied. The 
diet is the same as after the application of cauteries. When the 


piles are not visible internal remedies must be used, such as myro- 
balau with jagry every moruing. A hundred seeds of the Myrobalan 
are to be boiled in the hot urine of cows. Take them out after they 
have been boiled for some time, dry them, and then reduce them to 
powder. Such doses are to be taken as will operate on the bowels. 
The farina of the Satabim root is to be taken daily with milk. 
Tonic and bitter tinctures may also be used with advantage. 

When the piles are painful use fomentations and poultices, with 
purgatives, emetics, and clysters. He should also avoid stopping 
the calls of nature; should avoid connexion with women, horse 
riding, &c. 

2.— -Saniragudd , (Stricture of the Rectum.) 

This disease is produced by habitual costivcncss, by which the 
air of the part is diseased, which diminishes the size of the rectum. 
The forces are then evacuated with difficulty, and in small quanti¬ 


ties. It is very difficult to cure. 

Treatment . Apply oleaginous substances to the part, such as 
hog’s lard and oil, prepared with a decoction of those medicines which 
cure air. Every third day introduce a rectum bougie,* covered with 
ghee, which is to be increased in size from time to time. 

The food is to be of an oleaginous nature. 

3.— (ludabhrangsa , {Prolapsus Ani.) 

The rectum is prolapsed during the evacuation of the ftece3 in 
weak persons; particularly when affected with long continued 
diarrhoea, or much straining. 

• This may be made of lac, wax, wood, or metal 
2 z 2 
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’he treatment to be pursued is to foment the part, apply oleaginou 
substances to the prolapsed gut, and return it slowly. Then a band¬ 
age is to be applied, on which a convex piece of hard leather is to 
be placed over the anus, and retained there by means of a bandage 
tied round the loins and between the legs. Fomentations are to be 
occasionally exhibited, and the body of a rat from which the intes¬ 
tines have been removed, is to be made warm and applied to the part 
effected. Milk and a decoction of Mahd Pankamnla are to be given. 
The decoction is to be strained, and exhibited internally and exter- 
nally. 



4.— Ahiputana, (Superficial Ulcer round the Anus.) 

Eruptions sometimes form round the anus, from want of cleanli¬ 
ness. They become itchy, are scratched, and ulcerate, producing this 
disease. They often occur in children. 

These ulcers are to be treated by exhibiting purgatives, and other 
medicines, to purify the milk of the mother. Then give a decoction 
of tonic medicines to the child consisting of Patalajjatra , the three 
kinds of myrobalan, with prepared ghee. These are to be given 
internally. Locally, astringent decoctions are to be applied, and 
the sulphate of zinc (Kapalatuta) is to be sprinkled over the ulcers 


5. Bhagandara , (Fistula-in-Ano.) 

This disease is called Bhagandara , because the anus, vagina, blad¬ 
der, and its surrounding parts, are affected. 

It is produced by deranged air, bile, and phlegm, by their com¬ 
binations, and by external injuries : thus live varieties of this disease 
are produced. 

The symptoms of this disease arc ushered in by pain in the loins, 
of an itching nature, and by a swelling near the anus. 

1. Satapanaka. This variety is produced by deranged air , from 
living on bad food, when accompanied by a bad temper. The 
swelling usually takes place a finger breadth from the anus,—by the 
air deranging the flesh, and producing swelling and pain of differ¬ 
ent kinds. When not properly treated the swelling suppurates, and 
is perforated by many holes, through which a copious discharge of 
matter with air takes place. Sometimes the pain is as if the part 
was torn, or needles were thrust into it. Towards the termination 
air, urine, fa ces, and semen is discharged from the opening. 

2. Utrugraha is produced by deranged bile, which affects the 
part, aud produces a large red swelling resembling the shape of the 
neck of a camel. It produces a horning and painful sensation, like 
those produced by deranged bile. When neglected it suppurates, 
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terminates in ulcers. The parts feel burning, as if it was burnt 
with fire or caustics, and it discharges a foetid and hot fluid. If neg¬ 
lected in this state the air, urinej faeces, and semen are discharged. 

3. Parisrabi is produced by diseased phlegm. It is charactei 
ized by a white, hard, and itchy swelling near the anus, with the 
peculiar pain characteristic of diseased phlegm. If not properly 
treated it suppurates, and passes to ulceration. Ihis is hard, 
itchy, and discharges freely a mucilaginous matter, followed by a 
discharge of air, urine, faeces, and semen. 

4. Sambukabarta is produced by the combination of these three 
humors. It appears first in the form of a swelling, like the great 
toe, and is accompanied with different kinds of pains. It ulcerates, 
as in the other kinds, and discharges different coloured fluids. 

5. TJnmdrga or the accidental form of fistula-in-ano. When an 
ignorant person eats the bones with fish, or animal flesh, they are 


carried to the rectum with the hard faeces, and should they be in a 


transverse direction in the gut, the bones injure the parts, and produce 
inflammation, and ulceration. Matter is then discharged mixed with 
blood. When this variety is not properly cleaned, worms form in 
it, and various openings are formed, and the air, loeccs, urine, and 
semen are discharged from these openings. Sometimes an eruption 
forms round the anus which is not fistulous. The pain is slight in 
this disease, and is spontaneously cured. In fistula-in-ano there 
is much pain accompanied with fever, and the patient feels much 
inconvenience in walkii g, or riding, and at the time of the evacua¬ 


tions. He complains likewise of pains in the loins. 

All the forms of fistula-in-ano are cured with difficulty, more 
particularly when produced by a derangement of the three hu¬ 
mors, and by accidents, as by the gut being transfixed by bones, 
or the like. 

Treatment. When there is only a swelling, use antiphlogistic 
regimen, as scanty diet, purgatives, and fomentations to tins part. 
Cold applications, and poultices to the part are of use in some cases. 

Give these decoctions to diminish the swelling; and it they arc not 

sufficient to remove the disease, apply such medicines as promote 
suppuration. The swelling is then to he opened, and treated as m 
other swellings of the same kind. Emetics and purgatives will also 
be administered with advantage in this disease. 

When the fistula is open, and there is an external and internal 
apperture, place the patient on a bed, introduce a director, uud 
divide the flesh between the fistula and anus ; then apply caustic or 
the actual cautery to the wound. AYhen several fistula; exist, per¬ 
form the operation for one, and then for another. A\ hen they 


MINlSr/f^ 



390 


mnmunicate with each other open them all, if external, so that 
they be all formed into one wound. But when they do not com- 
mnnicate with each other, the opening is to be made separately into 
f he gut. After the operation the actual cautery is to be applied, 
by means of a red hot probe. 

The form called Satapanaka is incurable in a weak and fearful 
person. When the person will not submit to an operation apply 
fomentations and poultices, and give him tonic medicines, and 
a PP 1 y g liee > antl oil to the part. By these means the fistulous 
opening may be healed up. 

Jn Utragraba use a similar plan of treatment as in the last case, 
but the actual cautery is not required. Caustic in this case is suf¬ 
ficient ; after which apply a poultice and bandage to the part. On 
the third day clean the part, and apply healing medicines. 

In Parisrdba the part is to be divided as in the other forms, and 
apply the actual or potential cautery to the part. After which 
v.arm oil is to be applied to the part, with fomentations and poul¬ 
tices ; aperient medicines are likewise to be given. 

When a fishila-in-nno either of the internal or external kind, occurs 
in children, neither caustic,cautery, nor the knife, are to be employed. 

In this case a small bougie is to be introduced. It is composed of 
Arakboda, turmerick, and Kula, mixed with ghee and honey. This 
is to be introduced into the fistulous opening, which will by this 
means heal up. 
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In the last or accidental form of fist ala, first remove the 
bone, and the fistulous opening being enlarged in the usual way, 
the actual cautery is to be applied to its surface, aud the means 
tor removing worms arc to be resorted to in this disease. 

The after treatment of the wounds and ulcers should resemble 
those recommended under the head of surgery. 

For one year after the cure the patient should avoid any great 
excitement, as horse exercise, fatigue, connection with women, anger, 
and heavy mdigestable food, which might produce a relapse. 


Class IX. 

Diseases of the Extremities. 

The diseases of the upper extremities arc few, and of little import¬ 
ance, compared to those of the lower extremities; to which the 
following mnarks arc principally confined. These diseases are 
VrashnMm mid tilipada, or swellings of the extremities, diseases of 
1 he nails, o< the soles of the feet, and ulcers of the osilln, and groin. 
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other diseases of the extremities have been already considered 
under those of Bdtabadi. 

U'rustambha (large abscess). These are produced under the 
fascia of the thigh by cold, hot, or very liquid or dry food, heavy 
oleaginous or indigestable food, or other articles of the like kind, 
fatigue, grief, agitation, sleeping during the day, and watching at 
night. By these means the air, phlegm, and fat are deranged and 
mixed with bile, which accumulates iu the thighs, and in the ex¬ 
ternal parts of the thigh-bone. The thigh then becomes senseless 
like a dead part, and is very painful. 

This disease produces lowness of spirits, pain over the body, 
drowsiness, and chilliness, cold, vomiting, loss of appetite and fever. 
The thigh cannot be moved, and it is raised with difficulty, and as if 
asleep. Other practitioners call the disease Adabdta . 

Before the accumulation of humors in the thigh, the person feels 
sleepy, is in low spirits, the body cold, with fever, loss of appetite 
and vomiting. Both legs and thighs are heavy and weak. When 
the pain is supposed to be rheumatic, and the part is rubbed with 
oleaginous medicines, the disease increases, affects the feet aud pre¬ 
vents the person walking ; and is accompanied with much pain, 
swelling, and inflammation, followed by insensibility, aud the leg 
feels as if it was broken. When there is much lancinating pain, 
inflammation, aud shivering, the patient will die. When these symp¬ 
toms are absent, or the disease is recent, the patieut may be cured 
by the practitioner, as; the disease under this circumstance is not 
always fatal. 

Treatment . Give such medicines a9 decrease phlegm, but which 
do not increase bile. Avoid oleaginous applications, give emetics 
and purgatives, and apply hot applications to the part. Mustard 
and Coringo seeds, honey, and the earth of the white-ant’s nests are 
to be mixed together, and applied to the part. Give at the same 
time Silagtta, Guguli, long-pepper, aud ginger. These are to be 
mixed with the urine of the cow. This form may be varied with 
the following. Take of castor-oil and Guguli , mix, and take inter¬ 
nally : or a decoctiou of Dasamula with cow’s urine, which may 
also be used. 


Sh lipada , (Elephan tiasis.) 

The short and indistinct account of this disease iu the ancient 
Hindu writers, seems to he intended as merely to suit the writer’s 
own peculiar theory. Elephantiasis is so comui i in Bengal ami is so 
peculiar that-we should have expected something more than a short 
account of the leading Hjmptoms, Iu tin M'nlhab A r idm il is men ly 
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led that the patient’s groin first swells, and become very pain¬ 
ful, with fever. The swelling then slowly descends to the foot, pro¬ 
ducing this disease. In other MSS. it is stated that the same 
disease may occur in the hands, ears, eye-lids, nose, lips, and penis. 
When it occurs in the groin, and descends to the leg and foot, or 
when situated in the hand it is produced by bad flesh and fat; and 
the parts affected become hard and rough. 

When air produces this disease the swelling is of a black colour, 
rough, dry, with cracks and small sores. This form is very pain¬ 
ful,—and occurs suddenly, with much fever. 

When produced by diseased bile it is of a yellowish colour, hot, 
soft, and accompanied with fever. 


<SL 


When produced by diseased phlegm, the skin is shining, of a white 
or grey colour, the part is very heavy, hard, fixed to one place, and 
has the appearance of a large white-ant’s hill, of an irregular sharp- 
pointed appearance. This form is difficult to cure after it has been 
present a year, when very large, when it discharges continually, 
is itchy, and when all the above symptoms are present, as this indi¬ 
cates that air, bile, and phlegm are diseased. 

KloplimU insia is most frequent in those countries where there is 
much stagnant water, aud in cold damp situations, such as llung- 

pore, Furridpore, &c. 


In the above description the marked accessions and remissions 
are not mentioned, but it is stated that the damp aud cold situations 
produce this disease, that it attacks different parts of the body, and 


that it is incurable, after it has remained upwards of a year, or is 
very large. It is also observed that it is incurable, when the skin 
is much affected, as indicated by the contiuual discharge, the itchy 
or painful nature of the swelling, and its discolouration. 

Treatment. When air is deranged iu the part oleaginous sub¬ 
stances are to be applied to the part to promote perspiration. Four 
fingers breadth above the ankle joint a vein is to be opened, and 
somr blood is to be removed from the part. If the person be strong, 
give purgatives and enemas, which promote urine. Give oistor^U 
ill cow's urine for a month, then take rice and milk, with the infusion 


of dry-ginger. The actual cautery may also be applied round the 
leg near its middle. 

When bile produces the disease open a vein below the ankle 
joint, and use antiphlogistic and other medicines to cure diseased 
bile. The treatment followed iu erysipelas should also be used. 

In phlegm open a vein of the great toe, give astringent dccoc- 
lions with honey, such as myrobolan with cow's urine; and rub the 
swelled part with a mixture of 
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Kotako, (Michelia Chumpaca,) 
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Amirta , (Menispermum glabrum,) 
Biranga, (Verbesina prostrata,) 
Chitraka, (Plumbago zeylanica,) 
Suntiy (dry ginger,) 

Dari, (Laurus ciunamomum,) 


mixed with the urine of a cow. 

Give mustard oil internally, and use the juice of the clear Pali - 
karingo. Impure potassa obtained from the ashes of the following- 
drugs is likewise recommended ; such as 


Kdkddani, (Ficus oppositifolin,) 
Kdkigungd , (Leea hirta,) 

Birhitti, (egg-plant,) 

Kantikdrikdy (Itucllca longifolin,) 
Kadamba-puspa , (a plant like Kadamba ,) 
Mundant, (Asclepius gigantea,) 

Lamba , (a bitter gourd,) 

Sofamokd, (Cucumis sntivus.) 


This when taken internally cures elephantiasis and scrofulous Iti- 
inors, mid improves tho appetite. 

Fasting is to be enjoined for the cure of elephantiasis, and medl* 
cines ure to bo rubbed over the part; ns Dhatura root, castor oil 

plant root, Inchur root, Sajind bark, and mustard seed. Mix them 
with water, or Sajind juice, and rub them over the part; which will 
cure even old cases. It thus appears that perspiration, the local 
discharge of blood, and purges, are the remedies recommended for 
this disease. 


Slight diseases of the Extremities . 


Painful swellings in the axilla are produced by bile, and phlegm. 
Deep seated sw r cllings, which produce much heat, inflammation, and 
fever, like lire, kill after seven or twelve days, or after a fortnight. 
They are called Agmroktnl. 

When the nails are affected with inflammation round the edges 
it is called Chipga. It is produced by derangements of the bile, 
air, injuries, &e. The part which is connected to the flesh, especi¬ 
ally at its angles swell, become very painful, and then ulcerate, par¬ 
ticularly at its angles, when it is called Upanaka, When the nails 
become dry, rough, and discoloured, the disease is called Kunuhh 
or Kirfina. 

When the sole of the foot is injured by some external cause, as 
by thorns, or the like, it produces much pain, and i3 called Dan. 
When the swelling is hard, iudolent, and like the seed of plumbs, 
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iccompanicd w ith much pain, and a considerable discharge, it IJsJ 


i^^Jcfdled Kadara. When the space between the toes ulcerate ( Rkagas) 
the disease is called Alasa . The other diseases of the leg are 
described under Bddobadu 

Sometimes ulcers form near the axilla or groin, which become 
hard, red, and sinuous; in such cases the deep seated parts are 
so affected that when opened they discharge frothy matter like a 
mixture of honey and ghee. The part then becomes dry, irre¬ 
gular, and discharges foetid matter of different colours with 
blood. Sometimes the hemorrhage is sudden and great. This dis¬ 
ease is called Sharkardrbuda, (Barbara , a piece of earthen pot, and 
Arbudct, tumor.) This is probably an aneurismal tumor. 


Class X. 

Poisons and their Antidotes , (Panata.) 


The origin of poisons is explained in the following manner. Soon 
after the creation of the world, Bramha was displeased at the vio¬ 
lence of Kaitaba , one of the demons (Asura), and in his anger 
poison was generated and destroyed Kaitaba. The poison increased 
so much that the debtds were afraid that it would destroy the whole 
animated creation. They prayed to Bramha to relieve them, and 
petitioned that he would distribute the poison over the animal, 
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms. This w r as done; and when the 
poison is introduced into the living body it is not digested, and 
produces languor,* and deranges all the humors of the body. 

It is necessary for the practitioner to have a knowledge of the 
symptoms of the different poisons, and their antidotes. As the 
enemies of the Raja, bad women, and ungrateful servants sometimes 
mix poison with food. On this account the cook should be of a good 
family, virtuous, faithful, and not covetous, not subject to auger, 
pride, or laziness. He should also be cleanly, and skilful in 
his business. The practitioner should have like qualities with au 
intimate knowledge of poisons ; and should examine the food to be 
eaten by a Raja in the cooking-room. This should be large, airy, light, 
and surrounded with faithful servants, and no one should be allowed 
to enter unless he is first examined. In the Mitd/cshara sh&stra there 
are copious directions regarding the manner of detecting a person who 
gives poison : lie does not answer questions, or they are evasive an¬ 
swers ; he speaks nonsense, rubs the great toe along the ground, and. 
shivers ; his face is discoloured ; be rubs the roots of the hair with his 
hngcrsj and he tries by every means to leave the house. The food 


* Hence the name Bisak, 
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is suspected should be first given to certain animals, and 
icy die, it is to be avoided. The authority the brahmans assumed, 
and the confidence they inspired, has no doubt often had the best 
effect, in making the wicked shrink from perpetrating deeds, which 
would be detected and exposed by them. 

The long account which is given of these poisons, and the means 
of preventing their bad effects seems to prove the frequency with 
which they were employed with bad intentions, at a very early 
period. 


Sl 


All poisons have the following qualities : they are drying, heating, 
and stimulating; their effects quickly extend over all the body°; 
they destroy very quickly, are not digested, and from the rapidity 
with which they produce bad symptoms it is difficult to use reme¬ 
dies with sufficient quickness. The following stages of the effects 
of poisons are observed. 1st. The tongue becomes black and rigid, 
the person faints, and breathes with difficulty. 

2nd. Shivering, perspiration, heat, and pain in the stomach, and 
chest. 

3rd. Severe pain in the stomach, the eye changes its colour, 
becomes yellow and swells, aud when the poison has extended to 
the intestines pain of the part, hiccough, coughing, and a peculiar 
noise is heard in the intestines. 

4th. Heaviness of the head. 

3th. Discharge of saliva from the mouth; change of colour of 
the skin, and pain in the joints and bellv. 

6th. Insensibility and purging. 

7th. ltigidity and death. 

Vegetable poisons ( Dushibisha ) when dried by the fire, by the 
air, or by the sun, may be given in solution, or in any other 
way in which their effects are less powerful. In this case the 
poison does not produce immediate death, but remains in the 
system for a long time; and the first effect is looseness, feetid smell 
of the mouth, great thirst, fainting, vomiting, and paralysis of the 
tongue. These are followed when taken into the stomach by dis¬ 
eases ot phlegm and air, and in the intestines, by discuses of the 
bile and air. I he person’s hair falls off, and lie becomes like a bird 
without feathers. When mixed with the humors of the body as 
chyle, blood, Ac., the poison produces diseases of the humors, as 
leprosy, and various other kinds of symptoms, a 3 languor, weakness 
of the joints, and pain over the body ; swelling of the legs and face, 
dropsy, and in other cases vomiting aud diarrha a, intermittent fever, 

\ discoloration of the body, madness, impotency, and other like diseases. 
All these symptoms are aggravated in cloudy and damp weather. 
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s isr * — *- -—* -* i. 

Poisons are usually arranged into two classes, the first consisting 
oi vegetable and mineral poisons, are named Stdbarah; and the 
second animal poisons, Jangamah. They are not used internally 
as medicines. J 

I. Vegetable , and Mineral Poisons. 

The general symptoms produced by vegetable poisons are fever, 
hiccough, grinding of the teeth, suffocation, foaming at the mouth, 
vomiting want of appetite, difficulty of breathing and tainting. 

e Mineral poisons produce drowsiness, languor, burning of the 
body indigestion, horripilation, swelling, and dysentery. The 

?r e r, rr wl ,’° has taken *■«•*•» colour, 

large, and are discharged with wind. 

riv^dTrlm ufel'T ? divid 5 J . int0 nine which are dc- 

^d pf^planu ’ fl ° WerS,bark ’ milky '***> *°°- 

1.—The Roots of the following plants are poisonous :_and when 
eateu they produce prnu over the body, dclerium, and stupidity. 
Khtdka, (Olibanum,) 

Asamdsciy (Andropogon muricatum,) 

Gunja, (Abrus precatorius,) 

SUganda, (Alpinia galanga,) 

Gargarakd , (Cisaus glauca,) 

Karagdta , 

Bidyuchchikhd, 

Bijay a, (Cypcrus difformis.) 

s .. 2 '~ TUe ° f the Allowing vegetables produce gaping 

shivering, and difficulty in breathing. fa 1 ° 

Bisaputrikd, (Vangueria,) 

Alumbdy (Arum campanulatum,) 

Abaddruka, (Sideroxylon spinosmn,) 
haramba , (I)albergia arborea,) 

3 The f M u >ld Karamla ' (Antirrhinum cymbalaria,) 

- ,o “ - 

KamudaU, (Nclumbium spcciosum.) 

Btnd/id, 

Karamba , (Dalbergia arborea,) 

Ma/"i haramba, (Antirrhinum cymbalaria,) 

A arakataka, (Cleome viscosa,) 
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Ranaka, 

Kadataka, 

Charmara, (Viola sufFruticosa,) 

Ebajandd, 

Sarpagata, (Hibiscus populueus,) 

Nandana, (Cedrela Tuna,) 

Sarapdka ., (Nclumbium spcciosum.) 

4.—The following poisonous Flowers when eaten produce vomit¬ 
ing, swelling of the abdomen, and difficulty in breathing. 

Betray (Chenopodium album,) 

Kadamba , (Sinapis dichotoma,) 

Ballija, (Ocymum,) 

Karamba, (Dalbergia arhorca,) 

Mahd Karamba, (Antirrhinum cymbalaria.) 

—The following poisonous Bark, Pith, and Gums, pro¬ 
duce a bad smell in the mouth, a roughness of the body, head-ache, 
and a discharge of saliva from the mouth. 

Antra Pdsaka , (/Escliynomene grandiffora,) 

Kutania, (Solanum Jacquini,) 

Saun'aka, (Tetranthera quadrifolia,) 

Karagdta, 

Karamba, (Dalbergia nrborca,) 

Nandana , (Cedrela Tuna,) 

Baerdtaka, (Solanum melongena.) 

8. —The following poisonous Milky Juices produce foaming from 
the mouth, looseness, and a swelling, aud heaviness of the tongue. 

Kamadugna , (Carpopogon neveum,) 

Stnahu, (Euphorbia antiquorum,) 

Jdlaktrjah, 

9. — The poisonous Bulbous roots are: 

Kdlakuta, (Arum colocasia,) 

Batsandbha , (Sida cordifolia,) 

Sarshapa, (Panieum eolonum,) 

Kapdlaka, (Cucumis utilatissimus,) 

Kardumaka, 

Baerdtaka, (Solnmum melongena,) 

Mustaka, (Pistaeea lentiscus,) 

Sringtbisa , (Betala,) 

Trapi.ndurika, (a small herbaceous plant.) 

Mulaka, (tamarind,) 
llalahala , (Valisneria octandra,) 

Mahdbisha , (a speices ol lily,) 

Karkalaka , (Cleoine viscosa.) 
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e Mineral poisons are, 

P/iends/unabkasma, (white oxide of arsenic*,) 

Eantdla , (yellow sulphurate of arsenic : Sushruta.) 

Other authors have added the following poisons : 

Tula, (sulphurate of copper.) 

Tezpatra, 

Beam aka, (white oxide of arsenic.) 

There are others of the same kind. 

These poisons when administered to a person, produce pain in the 
chest aud body, fainting, shivering, followed by a burning and 
swelling of the body, but particularly of the throat. These symp¬ 
toms are succeeded by diarrhoea, languor, coma, and insensibility. 
When these symptoms arc present, the disease will be fatal. 
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Antidotes for Vegetable and Mineral Poisons. 

In the first stage of the effects of these poisons, give cold w'ater 
to drink, with an emetic. In the second stage, give an emetic with 
a preparation called Agada . This medicine is prepared with ghee, 
and the following vegetable decoctions :— 

Madaka , (Bassin latifolia,) 

Tajara , (Amaranthus,) 

Kusta , (Costus speciosus,) 
j Badraddra, (Phrynium dichotomum,) 

Haranu, (Trophis aspera.) 

Panndja , 

Alld , 

Alb dinky 

Ndgapuspoy (Bauhinia anguina,) 

Utpala, (Nymphoea caerulca,) 

Sitidy (Lycopodium plilegmaria,) 

B(dangay (Ocymum,) 

Chandana , (Sirium myrtifolium.) 

Mix this with honey and ghee. Soon after a purgative is to be 
given. In the third stage give Agada internally as an errhine, 
and colly rural. 

In the fourth stage give Agada , aud ghee. 

In the fifth stage give Agada with honey, and a decoction of 
liquorice. 

The sixth stage is to be treated as a case of Dysentery. 

In the seventh, errhincs of Agada alone, are to be used. 

In all the stages the antiphlogistic treatment is to be followed, 
with ghee and honey. Conjeo water is also to be given, mixed 
with a decoction of 




z 
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Kakdtukt', (Diospyros tomentosa,) 
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Agnxka, (Prerana integrifolia,) 

Pd id, (Sida lanceolaria,) 

Surgibali, (Cleome pentaphylla,) 

Amertd, (Menispermum cordifolium,) 
Abayedy 

Surfed, (Sinapis dicliotoma,) 

Kmxhiy (Achyranthes aspera,) 

Sdla, (Shorea robusta,) 

IIaridrd, (Curcuma longa,) 

Ddr Haridrd, (Curcuma zanthorrhizon,) 
Punanabbd , (Triantbema monogynia,) 
Huranu, 

Trikati , (Mouctia barlcroidcs) 

Sdriba, (Periploca Indica,) and 
Balia, (Pavonia odorata.) 


Poisons introduced into a wound, as by a poisoned arrow . The 
part quickly swells, blood flows, and from time to time pus is 
evacuated. The wound becomes of a black colour, and dirty round 
it, with a bad smell and sloughing. The person is very thirsty, 
faintish, with fever, and the body becomes very hot. The same 
symptoms will be produced when poison is placed over a sore. 


II. Animal Poisons, 


Serpents, Poison is found in all parts of the serpent, but when 
they are irritated the poison collects in the hood like teeth, when 
they snap with the head erect, they lodge the poison in the wound ; 
but when the head is turned upside down they do not convey 
the poison into the wound. The poison is very acid and hot, and 
for preventing its effects, every thing cooling should be employed. 

There are some serpents (Dibya or heavenly) which poison the air 
by their breathing, and by their sight. Others arc called Bhnuma , 
which liv c in holes in the ground, and the poison is in their 
teeth. 

Sushruta does not mention the symptoms, and cure of the first 
kind; as they kill by their breathing and sight, and the method of 
preventing their effects is not known. The Bdsuki, Takhyak , &c. 
belong to the iirst kind of serpents. It is this class, that are sup¬ 
posed to support the world ou their he;ids, and when angry may 
destroy the whole world. Of the second class, t hi u names, the’symp¬ 
toms which their bites produce, and their antidotes are as follows : 

There are eighty kinds of Bhuuma , serpents, which are again di¬ 
vided into five classes. 
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Dabtkara, or hooded snakes. 

Mandate, with figures of round arches on their bodies. 
Rajaldmanta , with longitudinal lines. 

Nirbfea, without poison. 

Qidranja, or mixed class ; which combine the peculiarities of 


several of the others. 

Certain animals have poison in their teeth and nails ; such as dogs, 
monkeys, cats, snub-nosed aligators, frogs, a kind of fish called 
pdka macha, guanas, a shell-fish (sambuka), and lizards. 

Others have poisonous urine and faeces, as 
Chipita, 

PMchataka, 

Kas hay a b dsika, 

Sarsapabdmka, 

Tot aka, and 
Kaundilyaka. 

MusCka or rats have poisonous semen. Spiders (Luta) have poison¬ 
ous saliva, urine, and faeces ; and tlieir bites, and scratches arc 
poisonous. 

Brischika (centipede), Bissambara, Rajibdmadia (a fish), TJchU 
rangd and Samudra Brischika have poisonous stings. 

The Chitrasira, Sarabakurdi, Satadaruka, Anbnadaka, and Sari- 
kamukha, convey poison by breathing, by biting, by urine, and 
by faeces. The bones of animals killed by poisonous arrows, and 
the like; the bones of serpents, and of the fisb called Barati\ produce 
poisonous effects when eaten. 

Makkika, a kind of flea, Kanaba, and Jalikd (a kind of leech), 
are poisonous by biting. 

The fishes called Sdkult and Raktardji , have poisonous bile. 

General Symptoms. —There are some kinds of serpents that only 
produce diseases of air, others of bile, and a third kiud of phlegm ; 
accordingly diseases of air are produced by serpents of the Bay his 
( [DarUkara ), or hooded kind, the diseases of bile by those of the 
Mandate kind, and the derangement of phlegm is produced by those 
of the Rujald kiud. 

The Bayhi leaves a black colour in the wound, with the symptoms 
of various air diseases. They are known by being hooded. The 
following symptoms are present. The skin, eyes, nails, teeth, urine, 
and fences, and the part which is bitten, become black, with rough¬ 
ness of the body and heaviness of the head ; pain in the joints, weak¬ 
ness in the loins, hack, and neck; gaping, shivering, alteration of 
voice, languor, hiccough, thirst, foaming and sluggishness of the cir¬ 
culation ; and the secretions, and all the external passages are closed. 
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e bites of the Mandala serpent produce in the part a yellow 
colour. It swells, is painful, and soft; accompanied with the 
following symptoms: thirst, stupidity, fainting, fever ; blood is 
discharged from the mouth and anus, and gangrene occurs in the 
bitten part. These serpents are shining, and are marked with 
different circles over the body. 

The Rajfla serpent produces a swelling, a glistering grey-colour 
of the part, and the blood is thick, accompanied with the various 
symptoms of diseased phlegm. They are distinguished by the lon¬ 
gitudinal lines along their bodies. 

There is a fourth kind of serpents called Nirbisa , or serpents 
without poison. 

Should a serpent bite a person under the sacred pipul tree, 
near a temple, where bodies are burnt, on a holy hill, on a white- 
ants nest, during the two hours in the evening and morning when 
the sun is disappearing, where four roads meet, towards the south 
of the house, or if the person is bit on his birth-day, in the 
temples, or in vital parts of the body, he will not recover. 

The bites are also dangerous when the food in the stomach is not 
digested, when the body is labouring under a bilious disease, when 
the person is fatigued aud languid from heat, when the person is 
affected with a discharge from the urethra ; in pregnant women, in 
old, weak, sickly, or hungry persons; aud duriug rainy and cloudy 
days. In these cases practitioners must be careful in undertaking 
the treatment of such patients, as they will be rarely cured. This 
will also be the case when no blood follows cutting the part, and 
when the person is senseless so that no weals are produced by the 
strokes of a whip, or horripilation after throwing cold water on the 


body. The following symptoms are likewise unfavorable : when the 
tongue is black, the hair falls off, the nose and mouth become 
changed in their shape, the voice is altered, and the bitten part 
becomes black and red, or tetanus supervenes ; when thick mucus 
proceeds from the mouth, or when the blood is discharged from tho 
month and anus, and there are the wounds of four teeth. 

The hooded snakes are quickly fatal in their effects. 

When after being bitten the person is insensible with other bad 
symptoms, as a stoppage of the throat, the body becoming blue, and 
the feet and hands immoveable, the disease will be fatal. 

These poisons first derange the blood, producing a blackness oHhc 
part, and a feeling as if ants are moving upon the surface of the 
body. 


2. The poison affects the flesh, and produces a blackness and 
swelling of different parts of the body. 
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It next affects the fat. 

It enters the viscera and organs. 



5. The bones. 

6. The marrow and lastly semen, whicli is followed by death. 

Treatment of Snake bites. When the extremities are bitten 

immediately apply a tight bandage above the bitten part. This may 
be a piece of cloth, a piece of leather, the flexible bark of a tree, or 
the like; so as to prevent the poison entering into the system. 
When a bandage cannot be so applied the bitten part is to be cut 
out. In all cases cutting out the part, sucking the wound with a 
horn, or burning the part is highly proper. When the mouth is 
used for sucking place a piece of bladder over it first, and then suck. 
Different prayers (mantras) are to be used as the bandage is appli¬ 
ed ; but a scientific man should not rely on mantras , as other means 
should be used, as antidotes, &c. to prevent the effects of the poison. 
When the poison has reached the head, the person should be bled ; 
and cold water prepared with Chandana (Sirium myrtifolium, a fra¬ 
grant wood), and Usira (Andropogon muricatum, a cooling root), 
is to be used for bathing, and internally the different antidotes 
are to be given mixed with honey. If these antidotes are not at 
hand, give the black earth of ants nests, or Sirisa (Mimosa Siris), 
and Karbudura (black lielibore) ; and avoid spirits or wines. 
Fluids that cause vomiting are of use, as the poison is thus 
removed from the system. If these means do not succeed, then 
bleed the person, and give Aztda with h^ney and ghee. The 
errhines and collyria arc likewise of use, when made of different 
antidotes. In the fourth stage give emetics, followed by barley 
corn for food. In the fifth and sixth stages use an antiphlogistic 
treatment, and in the seventh give strong errhines, as ammonia, &c. 

The above treatment is applicable to the other, as w r ell as to the 
hooded-snake bites; but when the class of Ruji'ta serpents have 
inflicted the bite, bleed, and then give the antidotes as above men¬ 
tioned. Wheii the treatment is not successful, and the person is 
insensible, make a crucial incision on the crown of the head, and 
apply to it a piece of recent flesh of an animal; then exhibit errhines, 
make a loud noise to rouse the person, aud when his senses 
return give him a strong purgative. The antidotes should be con¬ 
tinued for some time after the symptoms have disappeared, otherwise 
the violent symptoms w ill be liable to recur. 

The following arc varieties of Az(da, or mixtures of antidotes for 
the cures of poisons, particularly of snakes. Take of 

Trivrit , (Convolvulus turpethum,) 

Bishald, (Aconitum lerox,) 
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The five salts, with 
are to be mixed with 
to be given internally 
rium, and errhine. 
antidote known. 

The following is an 


Mad aka, (Cassia latifolia,) 

Haridrd, (Curcuma longa,) 

Ddra Haridrd, (Zanthorrhizon,) 
j Raktd, (Nympbcea odorata,) 

Arjuna, (Terminalia alata,) 
long-pepper, black-pepper, and ginger powder, 
honey, and kept in a close vessel. They are 
in water, and used at the same time as a colly- 
Tliis is considered as the most efficacious 

antidote for animal and vegetable poison :— 


Take of 

Biranga , (Verbesina prostrata,) 

Patd, (Sida lanceolaria,) 

Trifold , (the varieties of myrobalan,) 

Ajamodd , 

Hingu, (Asafcrtida,) 

Chakra , (Citrus decumanus,) 

Mix with black-pepper, long-pepper, dry ginger, and the dif¬ 
ferent kinds of salt. Reduce them to a powder, mix them well with 
honey, and keep them in the horn of a cow. This is to be shut 
with a piece of pith, and keep it so for a month. It may be used 
as an antidote for animal, vegetable, and mineral poisons. It is 
called slata, or never failing antidote. 

Different other varief.es of these antidotes are given in Sushruta , 
&c. but these two are considered the most efficacious. 

When animals are affected by animal poisons, tin ir bodies become 
swollen, they are sluggish, and saliva proceeds from their mouths, 
with pain in the chest. In the third stage there is pain in the head 
they cannot support: and 

4th. The body shivers, they become insensible and die. 

Birds when affected with poison first become sluggish, senseless, 
and die. 

Poisons do not affect cats, nor tlie mongoose. 

Poisonous rats. The symptoms of different kinds of these poi¬ 
sons is given in the medical shdstras. When they discharge their 
semen upon any part of the body, the blood is affected, and pro¬ 
duces different glandular swellings, blotches, and eruptions, in 
other cases erysipelas accompanied with pain, fever and tainting, 
followed by debility, loss of appetite, difficult br at lung, and vomit- 
ing. In these eases Sirisa, (Mimosa bins,) and Kusla, (Strychn >$ 
Nux Vomica,) are to be taken internally, with impure potassa made 
of the R-ood Paldsa, lu these eases bleeding is recommended with 
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urgatives and emetics. The parts first touched by the poison are 
to he burned or scarified, and over the part a mixture of Sirisct 


(Mimosa Siris), Rajani (Cleome corocana), Kusta, (Strychnos Nux 
Vomica), Kunkuma (Crocus sativus), and Amrita (Menispermum 
cordifolium), is to be applied. 

The Bites of Mad Dogs. 

When a dog, a jackal, a fox, a wolf, a bear, or a tiger become mad 
they foam at the mouth, which remains open, their tails hang down, 
they do not hear or see well, and saliva flows from their mouths. 
In such a state they snap and bite each other. The part that is 
bitten becomes senseless, blood flows from the wound which be¬ 
comes black, and the other appearances are observed, as when wound¬ 
ed with a poisoned arrows The person bitten makes the same kind 
of noise and movements, as that of the animal which has bitten him. 
When such a person sees the shape of the animal which has bitten 
him either in water, or in a glass, it is an unfavourable symptom. 
It is also unfavourable when the person is afraid of water, and dreads 
either seeing or hearing it. This is called Jalatrdsa or hydropho¬ 
bia, the fear of water. When the person dreams of the rabid 
animal, it i3 unfavourable. Towards the termination of the 
disease the person is convulsed, becomes insensible, powerless, and 
dies. 

Treatment. In all cases the first part of the treatment should be 
to scarify the part, and squeeze out the blood, after which the part is 
to be burnt by means of hot ghee. Then apply to the wounded part 
Adda, or a mixture of antidotes, and give old ghee internally. 
Errhines arc also to be given with the milk of the Arka plant, 
(Calotropis gigantea.) Apply also the Situ, Punarnahd, (lrian- 
thema monogynia,) Dhatura , (Datura metel,) or the flesh of animals ; 
and Til oil, jagry, milk of Rupikd mixed and applied to the wound. 
By such means the poison maybe destroyed soon after the infliction 
of the wounds. In other cases take two tolas of the following root 
Sharapunkhd , (Trophis aspera,) 

Dhatura, (Datura metel.) 

Let one told be mixed with flour of rice and water, and wrap up in 
the leaves of stramonium. Roast it into cakes, and give it to 
the patient. The quantity is not stated. After taking this medicine 
other bad symptoms may occur, which may however disappear 
without any other remedies. During the treatment the patient 
should be kept in a cool situation, without any water. When the 
symptoms disappear the person should then bathe, and on the 
third and fifth days the above cakes are to be administered in half 
the dose given at first. He is then to take rice and milk. It is 
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jmmended in these cases to act powerfully on the system by 
strong medicines, before the poison has produced its constitutional 
effects. After the infliction of the wound, and before it has pro¬ 
duced any constitutional effects, the free use of water in bathing is 
recommended, and the bowels are to be afterwards opened by pur¬ 
gatives and emetics, followed by errhines to clear the passages. 

The Poison of Insects. 

These poisons are divided into four classes, one of which derange 
the air, another the bile, a third the phlegm, and a fourth, or a 
combination of the three former symptoms. 

There are 18 insects which derange air; as a kind of cricket 


(Urchinr/arii), the centipide (Satabdhu), &c. 

2nd. There are 24 of the second class which derange bile, as the 
wasp (Jiarati), the bee (Bhramara), &c. This class produce great 
heat and pain in the part wounded. 

3rd. There are 13 of this variety, which derange phlegm; such 
as the bug ( Kutuba ), and other like insects. 

4tlu There are 12 varieties of this class of insects, the bites of 
which are very dangerous, as they affect the three humors, such as 
Tungindsa , Bihilaka , &c. 

The bites of venomous insects thus produce a derangement of the 
air, bile, and phlegm of the body, and the wounds are inflamed, 
brown, red, yellow, or black, according to circumstances. They are 
sometimes followed by fever, diarrhoea, vomiting, thirst, or a burn¬ 
ing sensation over the body. Sometimes there is a shivering, the 
glands proximate swell, and patches of eruptions or erysepelas ap¬ 
pear over the body. 

Different kiuds of flics, gnats, mosquetos, ants, &c., produce a 
painful itchiness, and swelling of the part bitten. 

Scorpions . Tlier? are three varieties of these bites, according as 
they are mild, strong, and very strong. Those which are generated 
in dunghills are not so poisonous as those generated in bricks, and 
dry places. Those generated in the putrid carcases of serpents, and 
other venomous animals, have the most violent poisons, there are 
twelve kinds of the first class, three of the second, and fifteen of 
the third, or dangerous kind. The symptoms resemble those pro¬ 
duced by the bites of serpents. The weak kinds produce pain, 
swelling, followed by shivering and fever, with perspiration, and 
stiffness of the body. The second class produce swelling of the 
tongue, so as to prevent swallowing, fainting, and much pain. 

The third, or most dangerous class, produce delirium, fever, burn¬ 
ing of the body, a discharge of black blood lrom the nose, and 
other parts of the body. In this case the person soon dies. 
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/ Treatment , In mild cases apply oil ( Chakartaila) ; warm water 
prepared with Biduri , (Gmelina Asiatica,) and other sedative vegeta¬ 
bles. Apply to the part a poultice made of the antidotes, the pow¬ 
der of turmeric, salt, long and black pepper, dry-ginger, and Sima, 
(Mimosa Siris.) It is also recommended to apply the juice of the 
lemon, cow’s urine, with the leaves of Sir it a; or apply cow-dung 
after it has been heated. Give internally honey with ghee, or milk 
with sugar, or cold water with sugar, and different kinds of sherbats. 

Spiders . It is stated that Bishvdmitra made Bashistha angry on 
some occasion, and the perspiration which fell from his head fell in 
drops upon the grass, and in it the spiders were generated. These 
spiders are therefore called Lutd, from being generated in grass in¬ 
tended for the cow. There are sixteen varieties, eight are cured with 
difficulty, and eight are incurable. The names of the first eight are 
given, and they produce head-ache, itehiuess, pain, and swelling ot 
the part, followed by hot fever aud diarrhoea, with derangement of 
phlegm and air. The eight other varieties produce sloughing of 
the part, discharge of blood, fever, burning, looseness, and diseases 
of the three humors. The general appearance of these eruptions 
over the body, aTe in the form of blotches or swellings. Some of 
them are large, others are soft or red, and others black. They pass 
from one part of the body to another. The first day after the bite 
tli ere is no change of colour in the part, which feels itchy. The 
second clay the part swells, and the third the characteristic symp¬ 
toms of the poison develope themselves. The constitution is affected 
on the fourth day, and on the fifth and sixth all the severe symptoms 
appear. On the seventh day the person dies, when the poison is 
strong. If the poison remains in the upper part of the stomach it 
produces diseases of phlegm and air; and if in the stomach, the 
diseasei of air and bile, when the hair falls off. Cloudy, windy, 
and cold weather increase the violence of the poison. These poisons 
produce drowsiness, languor, and pain in different parts of the body, 
and indigestion. Blotches appear over the body, the person loses 
flesh, his hands and feet swell, followed by faintness, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, sonorous breathing, thirst, fever, spasm, and swelling of 
the abdomen (jindha) with delirium. Each variety is treated in a 
particular manner according to the symptoms. It is, however, unne- 
cc jsary to descend to these particulars. The part should be cut out, 
and the act ual cautery should be applied to the wound. The part 
is then to be rubbed with honey, and salt, or Adda . The person is 
also to have purgatives, aud emetics administered to him ; and 
should there be much swelling, apply leeches. In all the varie¬ 
ties of spider-bites apply Adda to the part. 
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red lizard produces a black tinge and grey colour, or mottled 
iur over the body. This is accompanied with delirium and 
diarrhoea. 

Frogs if seized by a serpent and escape, and bite a person, the 
person’s hair stands on end, severe pain is felt over the body, and 
the part is insensible. The part swells, and small pimples appear 
on the part, with vomiting and drowsiness. 

Fish poison produces great heat, swelling, and severe pain. 

Leeches when poisonous produce an itchiness, and swelling of the 
part, with fever and fainting. 

When poisons have been taken and the person gets well, it is 
known by his feeling well, the different fluids are healthy, his appe¬ 
tite, urine, dejections are of the natural colour, the body has the 
natural appearance, as also the senses and mind, and they act pro¬ 
perly. 

Emetics for Poison . Drink goat’s milk, after the poison has 
been taken, until the person vomits; this is to be repeated until 
it does not produce this effect, when no more poison is present. 
Black coloured poison is never to be used as medicine. 

Weak Poisons , (Apabxsha.) There are seven varieties of these 
poisons. 
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Vegetable Poisons. 

Hemp , (Gunjd or Grinjd.) The extract of hemp combined with 
opium is employed by the Hindus, for enabling them to commit fear¬ 
less actions. It throws them into a state of ferocious madness, when 
no crime stops, and no danger terrifies. The fanatics whom the old 
man of the mountain intoxicated in this manner ( lleehxki ), to pre¬ 
pare them to commit assassinations.* A mixture of tobacco and 
the extract of hemp, (Gdnjd pitu) acts as a poison of a very 
strong kind. For preventing these effects, ghee, the juice of the 
sugar-cane, raisins, sugar, water and honey are recommended; after 
sour articles have been given to produce vomiting. The symptoms 
it produces are fever, insensibility, thirst, swelling of the abdomen, 
difficulty of breathing, cough, dryness of the mouth, &c. The 
mouth is to be washed with sweet, sour, and bitter substances, 
which will improve the senses, and its effects on the heart; and 
the bad particles of the poison which get into the brain will be dis¬ 
charged. For doing this more effectually, as is supposed, inci¬ 
sions are sometimes made into the crown of the head, with the 
fanciful intention of discharging the pemicii' During the 

cure hot articles of food are avoided, and light food and ghcc, and 
the like is proper. 


* J, Hammer Mem; do i’Orient. 
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Dhatura, (Datura mete!,) 

Amrita , (Aconitum,) 

Aiphena, (Opium,) 

Karabira root, (Nirium odorum,) 

Arka, (Calotropis gigantea,) 

Ldnguliy (Gloriosa superba.) 

All these poisons are purified by being boiled in hot milk, or in 
water mixed with cow-dung for half an hour ; and the kernel of the 
seed is generally used internally, mixed with other stimulating me¬ 
dicines. Thus Jaypal (Croton seeds), when it has been so boiled, is 
mixed with pepper, vermilion, and other medicines. This mixture is 
given in small doses in the beginning of fever. Datura is prepared 
in this same way, mixed with other medicines and used as a nar¬ 
cotic and stimulant. Euphorbium (Sdiunda ), and the root of the 
Abrus precatorius, Oleander (. Karabira ), Helibore (Kataki) } and the 
different varieties of aconitum are prepared by reducing the roots 
to small pieces, soaking them in cow’s urine, and three days before 
it is to be used removing it from the liquid ; dry it in a strong heat, 
and administer it at first in doses the size ofa mustard seed, increasing 
it for seven days, and then diminish the dose. A leprous person may 
take one gunja, which is about the weight of one rati , or one and a 
half grains. When this poison has been administered in too large 
doses give goat’s milk, which will produce vomiting, and thus remove 
the poison from the stomach. The dried bile of fish, of goats, 
buffaloes, wild boars, and peacocks are used and are administered as 
stimulating medicines. These five varieties of bile are much employ¬ 
ed as stimulants. They are purified by being macerated in the 
juice of lemon. (These different poisons with Croton seeds are the 
chief ingredients in the celebrated “ bis bari" or poisonous pills.) 

Nnx Vomica ( Kusla , Kupilu) is prepared by being steeped for 
three days iu conjee-water. It is then mixed with mustard oil and 
other medicines, and is used by the moderns as a powerful internal 
medicine in small doses, and as an external application for the 
cure of leprosy. 

Bitumen ( Sildjatu ), Petrolium ( Boomutylum ), are got in hills in 
which gold and silver are found. It has the smell of cow’s urine, 
and is bitter, salt, and cold. It is usually mixed with different other 
medicines, is supposed to have an alterative effect, and may be ad¬ 
vantageously used in the cure of all diseases. 

The most common manner in which it is employed is as an exter¬ 
nal application in rheumatic complaints, and in cases of epilepsy, 
hysteria, and palsy. Sec Celsus, lib. 3, cap. 5. 

Poisons should be token internally in the quantity of a mustard 
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eed for the first dixy, and increase it for seven days, adding the same 
quantity each da} r . Tor the next seven days a quantity equal to a 
mustard seed, is to be given less each day. The third week a quan¬ 
tity equal to a barley-corn in size is to be administered, and increase 
one each day for seven days; and the fourth week each day one 
less is to be given for seven days. No more is to be given unless 
in cases of leprosy when the size of a rati is to be given. Poison is 
to be taken with milk, it is not to be given to very hot-tempered 
persons, to those with deranged bile, to eunuchs, or to patients with 
bloody-sputa. When the person has a great appetite, or is very 
thirsty; when greatly fatigued, when any of the humors (dhdtu) 
are weakened during pregnaucy ; in the house of a rdjd, or when 
there is a violent quarrel with the patient and another person, 
poisons must not be used in the treatment of diseases. 

The mineral poisons may likewise be used in a diluted form as 
medicines. Such as the 

Rasa-carpura, (corrosive sublimate,) 

Gadanta , (yellow orpiment,) 

Tut a, (sulphate of copper, &c.) 

The last poisou is prepared as a medicine in the following manner. 
Mix it with half its weight of sulphur, expose it to heat for two 
hours. It may then be used in medicine, and it will neither produce 
vomiting nor giddiness. The other poisons when prepared so. as to 
diminish their power, may be employed with advantage in the cure 
of many diseases. 

The weak poisons , such as 

Akunda, (Asclepias gigantea,) 

Segdutra , (Euphorbia,) 

Bisldnynli , (Nama zeylanica,) 

Karabi'ra , (Cleome pentaphylla,) 

Gusinga, (Rondeletia cinerea,) 

Bephena, (saliva of serpents,) 

Noki, (Pontedera vaginalis,) 

and other sweet smelling drugs. These are divided according to 
their colour and form, as like animals, ears, &c. They are mixed 
with cow’s litter, honey, and conjee; are boiled, or made into a 
powder. They are to be washed in pure water, aud dried in the sun. 

None of the above poisons should be given to a person under ten, 
or above eighty years of age. The teachers should take a doc, so 
as to remove the fears and doubts of the pupils. 

Spirits are a kind of poison which, when taken in moderate 
quantities, and with food, produce good effects, being heating, 
pungent, subtile, light, placid, and drying. They \ct quickly, and 
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^ ^jafcrease semen. When in large quantities these qualities act unfa¬ 
vourably on the humors, and instead of strengthening the body 
they will destroy it. Spirits, like medicine, when taken in a 
proper manner, restore appetite and strength to the body. When 
taken with butter and rice, flesh, or other food, they increase the 
person’s life beyond the period written at the individual’s birth, by 
strengthening, and increasing the person’s health. When drank in 
large quantities it increases so much the internal heat, that it 
deranges the humors, and the person becomes mad. His sense 
becomes deranged, and whatever he fancies to do he will not desist 
from ; as singing, telling secrets, speaking nonsense, &c. When 
spirits are not drank according to rule, it produces different effects. 
There are three stages of drunkenness. In the first stage the 
person feels very happy, and strong. The energy of hi 3 body is in¬ 
creased, as also the acuteness of the senses, memory, appetite, and 
sleep. The person can apply to abstruse books, can play on instru¬ 
ments, and sing better than usual. 

—nd. After these symptoms, the mind is obscured and memory 
deficient, the person speaks and works badly, and the person becomes 
like a fool. At his work his miud is not quiet, he is always lazy, 
sleepy, and is like a drunkard. 

3rd Then he goes after women, or persons that are respected; 
his father, mother, &c.; unnatural articles are eaten, and the 
person speaks every thing, and takes no care of his body or goods. 

4th. He becomes quite foolish, and falL to the earth like a 
piece ui broken wood. lie can do nothing, knows nothing, and 
lives like a dead man. If a good man, he can no longer perform 
good actions. 

hen cooling substances are eaten, or such food as does not in¬ 
crease phlegm, as oleaginous substances, the person will not become 
so easily drunk. Habit diminishes the susceptibility very much, but 
becomes liable to the attacks of the most fatal diseases, with severe 
pain. He also becomes passionate, fearful, thirsty, and melancholy. 
His body becomes covered with sores, &c. is constipated, and he is 
fond of eatiug sour things. In weak persons the body becomes 
liot, and the habit so bad as to produce various diseases. 

^Vhen nothing is eaten with the spirit, he soon becomes drunk, 
accompanied with the diseases produced by great grief. When the 
person is very angry, and drinks spirit; as also when very fearful* 
severe diseases are produced; when very thirsty, or when there 
18 great grief, or when he is very hungry and spirits alone are 
taken. When violent exercise, as fencing, &c. is taken, or when 
fatigued with walking, spirits are very bad; its also when the 
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^vomach, urine, &c. are constipated, or when very sour tiling 
have been taken, or what has been eaten is not digested, spirits 
will produce dangerous diseases. When the person is weak, 
when the body is very hot from the sun, &e. When the air is 
deranged, different substances of a heating nature may be given 
with the spirit and salt. Spirits with emetics, are also used; 
avoiding sour articles. All these produce severe diseases of various 
kinds. Such as Pdndtya, Parammada , Pdndrjima and Pdndrbibkra- 
ma , in which the body is hot and heavy, has no taste, and 
there is much cough, no appetite, with a constipated state of the 
dejections and urine. In Pdndrjima the body is hot, headache, thirst, 
pain in the joints, swelling of the abdomen, sour belching, &c. 

When air is diseased by spirits, there is pain in the limbs, and the 
mind is deranged, hiccough, noisy breathing, head-aclie, and severe 


pain in the side, such a person has no sleep, becoming delirious. 
When bile is deranged, thirst, heat of the body, fever, sweating, and 
meha are produced. When urine is deranged, Atisdr (diarrhoea), 
Abaran (no memory), and the skin becomes of a green colour. In 
such cases phlegm is vomited, the person has no appetite, with 
nausea, and dozing. lie has cold fits, and the body is heavy. 

When the three are deranged, they produce all the symptoms of 
the separate diseases, with one named Pdndtya . The secondary 
effects of ardent spirits are Parammada with deranged phlegm, 
which is discharged from the body, and the mouth. The body feels 
heavy, and the mouth has a bad taste with constipation, dozing, no 
appetite, thirst, head-ache, and the joints are pained. 

Pdndrjima , or Indigestion, is a consequence of the free use of 
spirits. The stomach swells, with much vomiting, the body is hot, 
he complains of head-aclie, the spirit is not digested, and Ajirna, 
in all its forms arc produced. 

Pdndrbibhrama . Symptoms of deranged bile ; with pain of the 
chest and body, vomiting, fever, head-ache, and cough ; muaus is 
discharged from the mouth and nose ; the trachea feels like smoke 
to the person, and the body hot. In such cases none of the usual 
food, especially of rice and articles from which spirits arc produced, 
is to be given. When a person in this disease appears as if drunk 
he will die of it. When the mouth of such a person is twisted 
or otherwise unnatural, the body is cold, but is supposed by the 
person to be hot, the mouth the colour of oil, the tongue, lips, 
teeth, of a dark colour, or blue, and eyes yellow or red, hiccough, 
or fever, vomiting, or shivering, pain in the sides, cough, forgetful¬ 


ness, he will not recover. 

Daha (Inflammation), spirits producing heat, derange the blood, 
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bile of the skin and produce this disease. The medicines that 
cure bile when deranged, cure this disease. The following varieties 
are described: 

1. The first variety affects the skin. 

2. This variety affects the blood ; producing a wrinkled and dry 
state and copper colour of the skin with thirst. The smell of the 
body and mouth resembles that of blood, and the body is hot, like 
that produced by fever. 

3. When bile is deranged it is like the fever which this produces 
wdieu deranged: and the varieties are the same. 

4. This resembles the last. The thirst is not gratified from the 
person’s foolishness, the heat of the internal and external surface of 
the body is increased. The throat, palate and lips are dry, and the 
tongue is thrust out of the mouth with shivering of the body. 

5. When much blood is collected in the abdomen, great heat is 
produced. 

C. When much of the elements are discharged from the body, 
a form of this disease is produced. When ddha occurs the person 
swoons, is thirsty, mucus is discharged from the nose and throat, 
and he cannot work. In other cases when severe, and a physician 
does not see the patient, he dies. 

7. Sensible parts when wounded or bruised produce a kind of this 
disease, which is not cured, as blows on the temples. In all the 
above forms when the interior of the body is hot, and the exterior 
is cold, the disease is ahvays dangerous. 


Class XL 

Small diseases are arranged under the following heads, —(Locales.) 

1. AjagalliM .—Small tuberculous eruptions of the form of 
peas. It occurs in children. 

2. Jabaprakhia tire hard fleshy eruptions, like the grains of 
barley. They are produced by diseased phlegm and air. 

3. Anddlaji .—Round elevated pimples containing matter, pro¬ 
duced by diseased phlegm and air. 

4. Bibritd .—An eruption like the ripe fig with inflammation. 
Kachhapikd. —Five or six tumors of the shape of turtles ; 

produced by diseased phlegm and air. 

6. Bcdmikd , are tumors in the soles of the feet or palms of 
the hand, or in a joint, or in the neck, axilla, and other parts. They 
increase by degrees, like tlic hills of white ants ; and are surrounded 
with painful and itchy ulcers, and accompanied with a discharge, 

7. Tndrabriddhd .— Tumors surrounded by small eruptions, liko 
the inside of a water-lily. 



mtSTfty 



413 


Q 


8. Gardhabikd .—Elevations surrounded by small eruptions with 
many openings. 

9. Pds&ndgar dahhd —is a hard swelling below the ear, or in 
the articulation of the lower jaw. It is produced by diseased 
phlegm, and is hard, painful, and shining. 

10. Panusikd .—An eruption in the inside of the ear, which 
suppurates. 


11. Jalagardaba. —A slight swelling wdiich spreads rapidl} r , 
without passing to suppuration. It is accompanied with a strong 
inflammatory fever. 

12. * JrebiMkd .—A painful eruption over the head, accompanied 
with much pain and fever. 

13. Kakhia .—Swellings of the glands in the axilla. 

14. Gundanamu .—Pustules over the body, like the last. 

15. Agnihini .—A hard inflammatory swelling in the axilla, with 
strong fever, and other severe symptoms. It is a dangerous disease 
when not treated in the first stage. 

16. Chippa .—Ulceration destroying the nails, (see before.) 

17. Kutiakha .—Discolouration of the nails, which drop off. 

18. Pdddnusoie .—Small scrofulous tumors in the feet. 

19. Bidarikd ,—Large swellings in the axilla and groiu. 

20. ShektirArbuda .—Are bleeding tumors, (see before.) 

21. Cadura .—Hard swellings like the seeds of the plum in the 
soles of the feet, produced by external injuries. 

22. Alasa .—Sores between the toes. 

23. Indralupta. —Baldness. 

24. Danina ka .—Scaley eruptions in the roots of the hairs of 
the head. 

25. Aninstkd .—Small pustules in the head, which discharge. 

26. PaUta .—Gray hair. 

27. Mukkadusikd .—Small eruptions appearing in the face, at the 
• time of puberty. 

28. Pudiinkantaka .—Rough circular spots on the surface of the 
body. 


29. Jatumani .—Black and sometimes red or vyliite spots, in any 
part of the body. 

30. Masaka .—Blackish spots like the figure of mdskafdi, (a 
kind of pea.) 

31. Tdakdlaka ,—Very black spots over the body. These are 
not accompanied with pain, and are like til seed. 

32. A yachchha .—Spots of grey or dark colour, sometimes cover¬ 
ing most parts of the body. These are indolent, and without pain. 

33. Byanga .—Small circular spots in the face. 
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35. Nilika .—Bluish coloured spots in the face. 

36. Pariburtika .—Swelling of the prepuce, (Phymosis, see 
before.) 

37. Abapdtika .—When the prepuce turns backwards, and swells 
(Paraphymosis, sec before.) 

37. Nirudhoprokasa .—Stricture of the urethra, (see before.) 

38. Sanniradaguda .—Stricture of the anus, (see before.) 

39. Ahiputana .—Small eruptions round the anus, particularly 
in children. 

40. Brisdndkuchu .—Peculiar itch of the scrotum produced by 
uncleanness. 

41. Gudabhruma .—Prolapsus ani. 

42. ShukaradunstraM .—Swellings with inflammation of the skin. 

43. GruntJu .—Tumors and diseases of glands. 

44. Bisharpa .—Erysipelatous inflammation, (see before.) 
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BOOK V. 

—— 0 — 

MIDWIFERY, AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN. 


CHAPTER I. 

Treatment of women during pregnancy and labour . 

From the time of conception the woman should be happy, she 
should remain pure, should wear ornaments and white clothes, and the 
names of the gods, guru, and brahmans should be frequently repeat¬ 
ed and worshipped. Such a female must not touch dirty, diseased, 
or imperfectly formed individuals. Things with a bad smell, and 
every thing bad, or disagreeable to the sight, are to be avoided ; she 
should avoid fasting, the use of dry articles of food, food prepared 
the day before, or putrid, or food that had been moistened. 
This last remark refers particularly to rice. The female should 
remain at home in order to avoid devils, and avoid houses in which 
the possessors have died; or enter temples, or where bodies are 
burnt, or under trees. Anger also is to be avoided. She should avoid 
fatigue, venery, carrying heavy weights, sleeping in the day time, 
watching at night, grief, blood letting, or violent exercise, as horse 
exercise. She should live on well boiled, and easily digested food ; 
is not to speak loud, or exert herself so as to be fatigued, which 
may affect the foetus; should not besmear the body with oil, or tur¬ 
meric. Her bed should be soft and low. Such food is to be 
given as she wants, but it must be soft, thin, sweet, oleaginous, and 
what promotes the internal heat. Such directions are to be obser¬ 
ved until she is delivered. During the three first months the food 
should be very sweet, cool, and thin, as rice and milk; the fourth 
month she should take curdled milk; the fifth milk ; sixth ghee; and 
during the seventh mouth ghee with milk, prepared with a decoe- 
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should be given, as it will retain the 
During the eighth month give ene- 


of Pnituck purnee, &c. 3 
foetus happy, and nourish it. 
mas with a decoction of 

Badara, (a kind of plum,) 

Bald , (Pavonia odorata,) 

Atibald , (Annona squamosa,) 

with milk, whey, oil, and ghee. By this means the bowels are 
cleared, the air will be retained in a favourable state for assist¬ 
ing at the delivery of the infant, and will ensure its proper position. 
After these enemas give barley or rice, with the juice of wild ani¬ 
mals. 

The woman is to be removed on the 9th month to the room in 
which she is to be delivered. This is generally a temporary shed 
built for the purpose near the house, and is afterwards destroyed. 
The removal must be on a favourable day. The house in which a 
Brahman woman is to be delivered must have a white floor; a 
Khetriya woman a red floor ; Baishya, yellow floor ; and a Sudra, 
a floor of black earth.* The house is to be made of Bel wood, if 
the woman is a Brahman ; if a Khetriya , the wood of the sacred 
(Nyagrodha) fig tree ; the Baishya house is to be made of the Ten - 
draka tree, and for the Sudra of the Babld tree. The house and cot 
are to be made of the same wood, the walls must be clean, and the 
furniture properly arranged. The door should be either to the east 
or south, and eight cubits long by four broad. 

The approach of delivery is known by the descent of the uterus, 
and the more flaccid state of the abdomen, the bVeasts become 
relaxed, and pain commences in the loins, back, and inside of the 
thighs. When it is approaching, pain is felt in the sides and back, 
there is a frequent inclination to stool, and mictirition, followed by a 
mucous discharge from the vagina. She should have male children 
to surround her bed, and she should hold in her baud flowers and 
fruits of a masculine kind. Her body is to be well anointed with 
oil, and bathed in warm water, and then sour gruel is given iu 
large quantities to assist by its weight and quality in expelling the 
child. The bed is to be soft, with high pillows under her head, 
she is to lie on her back, her thighs are to be separated, and her 
legs bent. Four old experienced women are to attend. They should 
have short nails, and know the art of delivering ; and before whom 
the patient has no shame or fear. When labour has commenced, 
these women must tell the patient that her infant, like an extrane- 
lubstancc, must be <\]k lied, and that the ti 

arrived. The patient must be directed to press downwards, by rc- 

♦ The emblems of the degrt.' of purity of the individual. 
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^ .^tiffing her breathing so as to expel the foetus during the pains, par¬ 
ticularly when the pain extends to the buttocks, inside of the thighs, 
abdomen, and pelvis. When the head of the child is near the os- 
externum the mother must try with all her force to expel the child. 

The patient must be careful not to force downwards at an impro¬ 
per time, as in such a case the infant will be deaf and dumb, its 
cheek bones will be crushed, and the head deformed. The child 
will also cough, breathe with difficulty, its body will be dried up, 
hump-backed, aud ugly. These are the consequence of the undue 
pressure. Should the child advance crooked it is to be turned 
straight by manual assistance. 

If the infant be retained in the passages an unusual time, apply 
smoke to the vagina of the skin of black serpents, or ( Pinditaha ) 
a kind of tree. She should also tie some of the root of the 
Hirunnopiislei, (Similax glabra,) 

Bitulld, (Cieer arietinum,) or 
Subjachilld , (Sabia lanceolata,) 

round her arms and leg, to promote the expulsiou of the foetus. 

When the infant is born, a little fiuc salt and ghee are to be mix¬ 
ed, and a small quantity put into its mouth. A mixture of bruised 
nim leaves (Melia azadirachta), and ghee arc to be rubbed over the 
head, and a piece of oiled cloth put over it. The umbiliacal cord is 
to be tied with a string, eight fingers breadth from the navel, aud 
then divided ; and one end of the string is to be bound on the neck 
of the infant, to prevent evil. A little cold water is next to be thrown 
upon the face of the infant, and the father offers up the prescribed 
prayers, and a mixture of honey, ghee, Atlanta (Bromelia Ananas), 
and the juice of the BramM plant (lluta graveolens), is to be mixed 
with the powder of gold, and a piece of it is to be placed in the in¬ 
fant’s mouth; or these medicines are to be given with a golden spoon 
(Menu, p. 21, ch. 2, s. 29.) The body of the infant is to be auoiutcd 
with oil, and washed with the infusion of the bark of such trees as 
have a milky juice. In other cases fragrant infusions arc used for 
washing the infant, or water heated by the immersion of hot silver 
or gold, according to the circumstances of thp father and state of 
the foetus. 

Should the secondines not be removed, the abdomen remains tense, 
swelled, and painful, and the dejections constipated. In such a state 
a finger covered with hair is to be introduced into the throat of the 
mother, so as to produce vomiting, when the secondines will be ex¬ 
pelled, lu other cases disgusting substances arc given for produc 
ing the same effect. In Other cases the smoke of different articles 
are applied to the vagina, such as wild pumpkin, mustard seed, the 
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kin of serpents, with sour milk, oil, &c. Other articles are applied 
to the vagina for the same purpose, as the root of the Kusta-languU 
(Nama zeylanica), and alvine evacuations mixed with urine, and 
wine. These are boiled in white mustard or ghee, oil is to be added, 
and the mixture is rubbed over the belly. 

The first milk of the mother appears about the fourth day, and 
is to be thrown away ; and as much as can be retained in the palm 
of the hand is to be mixed with honey and ghee, and given to the 
infant at two periods. After this the child should obtain nourish¬ 
ment from the mother. 

After delivery the mother’s body should be anointed with oil 
prepared with a decoction of Balia (Terminalia bellerica), or a decoc¬ 
tion of such articles as remove an excess of air. Should any excess 
of air, bile, or phlegm exist, long-peper and its root, Hasti-pippaU 
(Arum macrohizon), Ckitraka (Limonia pentagyna), Seringabera 
(Quercus lanceofolia), are to be powdered, mixed with water of 
treacle, and given warm. For two or three days this is the only food 
to be given, or until the bad blood is removed ; and when it is purified, 
give a decoction of rice and barley gruel, prepared with Beddriganda 
(Bauhinia variegata?) and other plants, with milk. This decoction is 
to be continued for three days ; then give rice with the juice of wild 
animals. This regimen is to be continued for 15 days, or until the 
mother’s strength is restored. After this period, she will leave the 
temporary house in which she was delivered, and return to her 
usual occupations. 

If the woman does not observe these rides of diet and regimen 
after delivery ; but lives on improper or poor food, exercises herself 
too early after delivery, exposes herself to fatigue or to changes in 
the weather, she is liable to other and dangerous diseases; such as 
fever, diarrhoea, dysentery, anasarca; and in other cases to pain, cos¬ 
tiveness, weakness, dispepsia and all diseases produced by deranged air 
and phlegm. These diseases after parturition are called Sutika-roga , 
and are cured with much difficulty, or when the woman is weak they 
are incurable. These are likewise produced by grief, aud when they 
have occurred, they are to be treated according to the custom, 
nature, place, and age of the patient; and when judiciously treated, 
she may be cured. 

After delivery the body is dry, if hot things are given, and bad 
blood remains, and is collected by the air in the uterus, it produces 
swelling in the umbiliacus, sides, and in, and above the bladder, 
witb great pain in the pelvis, bead, and breasti as if these parts were 
pierced with needles. In other cases it stops the urine, and is accom¬ 
panied with fever, pain over the body, thirst, shivering, heaviness. 
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causes swelling of the abdomen and dysentery. This disease 
resembles Makalah . 

Certain decoctions, such as Birataru (Sida cordifolia) are given for 
the cure of this disease, as also the powder of nitre, with warm 


water, and ghee. Powdered long-pepper, and other such articles, 
with wine, are also given. 

These are the complicated and dangerous diseases of the puer¬ 
peral state, which are less marked among the weak Asiatics, and do 
not require those prompt and energetic measures so necessary when 
the European female is the subject of these diseases. 


Treatment of the Infant . 

The infant is to be covered with silk cloth, and the bed should 
be properly made, and of soft materials. It is to be tanned 
with the branch of a Nimpilu tree, is to have the oiled cloth 
daily applied to its head and face, and always kept in the room 
with the mother. The room is to be smoked with a mixture 
of several sweet-scented gums and woods, accompanied with a 
suitable prayer. White mustard seed is to be thrown round the 
child to prevent the approach of evil spirits, and such charms are to 
be applied to the neck, head, arms, and legs as will prevent their 
approach. Linseed and mustard seed are also to be sprinkled over 
and around the infant for the same purpose. After ten days the fa¬ 
ther and mother, with the prescribed ceremonies, are to name the 
child according to their pleasure, or the star which is in the ascend¬ 
ance at the time of birth. During this time the parents are to 
remain pure and happy. 

Wet Nurse. The nurse should have a perfect body, of a yellow 
ish tinge, be neither long nor short, neither lean nor fat, of a mid¬ 
dle age, without disease ; of a good temper, of a stayed good dispo¬ 
sition, and without covetousness. The milk should be good and 
flow easily from the nipple, which should not be long, not too large, 
nor too small, nor the mammae large. If good the milk will be 
cold, clean, white, like a white shell, should mix with water without 
bubbles of air, and should not be glutiuous. 

When the woman is very hungry, is grieved, fatigued, has bad 
humors, is again pregnant, is feverish, very thin, or very stout, 
and eats roasted things and unhealthy mixtures ; or when the nip¬ 
ples are not long, and the mammae large and pendulous, the milk 
will not be so good. 

The nurse should have pleasure in children, if not, the milk will 
dry up soon. She should not work at alow occupation, and should 
be of a good family. The more of these qualities the nurse possesses 
3 d 2 
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better. A fortunate day is to be found out upon which the infant 
is first to get the breast. Before this is done the nurse is to bathe, 
and have new clothes given to her. She is then to sic down with 
her face towards the east, with the child’s to the north. Then the 
right mammae is to be washed, and a little milk removed. If the 
breast is given the child without this precaution the milk produces 
difficulty of breathing, coughing, and vomiting. 

This is to be avoided, and the next milk given with a prayer, for 
an abundance of good milk, which will afford strength, and health 
to the infant, like that of the gods. If these directions are not 
observed, and the milk of different nurses given, diseases will be 
produced in the child. The nurse must avoid heavy things, must 
eat her food at regular intervals, and avoid whatever will derange 
air, bile, or phlegm ; as this will render the milk bad, and produce 
diseases in the infant. She also should avoid bad mixtures and 
situations, such as anger, grief and care, as by these means the 
milk is diminished and rendered unhealthy. To increase the milk 
she should be encouraged, and made happy. For this purpose she 
should live on nourishing and easily digested food, such as barley, 
flour, rice, the broths of animals, fish and good vegetables. 

If a nurse uses bad food, her milk is affected, and pro¬ 
duces pain and derangement in the humors of the infant. A 
good physician should observe the signs of all such diseases. 
The infant, if pained in a part, will touch it frequently, and if 
it is pressed it will cry. If the head be diseased, the infant 
will keep hia eyes closed, and he will not be able to support 
the head. If the bladder be diseased the urine will be suppressed 
with pain, thirst, and faintness. If the urine and dejections are 
discoloured, the colour of the body is unnatural, with vomiting and 
swelling of the abdomeu. W lien the air is accompanied with noise 
in the intestines and crying, the whole body is affected. In such 
cases give soft and mild medicines, with the milk of the mother or 
nurse. The medicine which will soon euro deranged air, bile, and 
phlegm is to be used. If milk is given alone to the infant, any medi¬ 
cine that may be required to be given during this time must like¬ 
wise be given to the nurse. 

Lf the infant lives on milk and rice, the nurse is to take medicine 
at the same time ; but should the child live on rice alone, medicine 
is not to be given to the nurse when the child is diseased. If up¬ 
wards of one month old, and the child live on milk, a pinch of 
medicine is only to be given; if it live on milk and rice, the dose 
of medicine is to be of the size of a stone of a plumb. If only rice, 
the size of a plumb is to be given. 
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the child lives on milk, the medicine is to be formed into a 
paste, and applied to the mother’s nipple. If such a child is affect- 
ed with fever from diseased air, milk is alone to be used for several 
days. To give ghee on the first day is improper. When fever 
accompanied with thirst is present, the mother’s milk is not to be 
given. Vomiting and purging are improper in such cases, unless 
when the symptoms are very severe. If the abdomen is swelled at 
the navel, with pain, medicines to cure air will be proper; such as 
anointing the part with oil or ghee, and proper fomentations. If 
near the anus, and suppuration occurs from diseased bile, the anti¬ 
phlogistic treatment is to be used. Such as the external and inter¬ 
nal use of the sulphurate of antimony. 

The child is to be moved about gently, the expression of loud 
noises is to be avoided, and he is not suddenly to be awoke, nor be 
moved quickly, as it will derange the humors. He is not always to 
be kept sitting, lest his back becomes humped, on which account 
he is to be moved about, and pleased by every means. Avoid ex¬ 
posing the child to wind, to the sun, or to lightning. He is not to 
be placed under trees, especially when creepers are upon them, in 
empty or bad houses, and in low places. Shadows of houses are 
very bad, and the glare of lamps is to be avoided; as also bad things 
of the same kind. The parents must avoid the influence of planets, 
of demons, by the usual ceremonies and customs. Unclean places, 
elevated or unequal situations, or when there is much heat, wind, 
dust, smoke, and wate* are to be avoided. 

If the mother or nurse’s milk is not good, use goat’s milk; or if 
not to be got, cow’s milk ; but do not give much at a time. At six 
months give light and good rice, with the usual ceremonies, and the 
child must be kept clean. When epidemic diseases rage in a 
place, remove to another, but be careful to avoid places haunted by 
bad spirits. 

If any kind of denis enter the child, it will be sorrowful and 
fearful, and always crying, aud is sometimes senseless. The nails 
and teeth are used in snatching, biting, aud grinding his teeth 
He is always gaping, and the eye-brows move upwards aud down¬ 
wards, and the eye is directed upwards. He foams from the mouth, 
and bites bis lips. What is t aten passes undigested, he breathes 
with difficulty, has no sleep at night, and is weak. The surface of 
the body remains flabby, and the smell of the body is like that of 
the feet, of the musk-fat, or bugs. Sometimes he takes the milk 
of the nurse, and at other times it is not wanted, (the particulars of 
these diseases will be stated afterwards.) 

When the child’s strength and intelligence have increased, about 
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fth year, his studies must be commenced, and will be rej_ 
according to his caste and condition. The marriage state should 
not be consummated before the twelfth year in the female, and 
twenty-fifth year of the male. If a male before the twenty-fifth 
year has a child with a woman before the sixteenth year, the off¬ 
spring will die in the uterus ; or if it is born alive, it will not live 
long, or if it lives, the mental as well as bodily organs will be defec¬ 
tive. Connection is to be avoided with very old or young males or 
females, or those who labour uuder chronic diseases. 


CHAPTER II. 

Means of preventing abortion . 

Abortion is threatened when there is severe pain in the uterus, 
loins, groin and bladder, and blood is discharged from the vagina. 
In such cases the effusion of cold water and cold bathing is to be 
used, and cooling things are to be applied to the surface of the 
body. Internally milk and ghee, prepared with the class of medi¬ 
cine called Geboneo are useful; or that which preserves life. If the 
movement of the infant be considerable, exhibit milk prepared 
with Utpolddi. If the pain is severe, with a discharge of blood, 
costiveness and retention of urine, or the displacement of the 
foetus, give oleaginous medicines internally, and apply them exter¬ 
nally, If the pain is very severe take milk prepared with the 
decoction of 

Mahasia , (Jessamin um pubescens,) 

Kudrosia, (Paspalum scrobiculatum,) 

Moduko , (Phaseolus mungo,) 

Sodonstrd , (Tribulus terrestris,) and 
Kantikdriy (Solanurn jacquini,) 

Mix with sugar and honey. If there be retention of urine, give milk 
prepared with diuretic decoctions, if the costiveness is severe give 
asnfcetida, SauburechiUld (a kind of salt), bach (orris root), prepared 
with milk. If there is much discharge of blood give the following 
mixtures: 

Kostdgdrukdy (Corchorus capsularis,) 

Somongdy (Triticum testivura,) 

Ddtufa, (Andropogon,) 

Nabamdlika y (Webera tetrandra,) 

Guer(ka y Leucocephala graminifolia,) 
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/ . / Sargarasa , (Brassica rapu ?) k 

Rasanjana , (sulphurate of antimony,) 
mix these with honey. In other cases a mixture of astringent 
medicines is given, the antiphlogistic diet and treatment follow¬ 
ed, and a piece of cloth soaked in astringent decoctions is to 
be stuffed into the vagina. If abortion is thus prevented, the 
female is afterwards to live on a strict diet, consisting of milk 
prepared with a decoction of Urambara (fig). Boiled rice and 
barley, without salt or ghee, is also to be given. If there be 
much pain in the belly give old jagry with other carminatives. 
Sometimes by deranged air the foetus is retained more than ten 
months, which will destroy it. In such cases the mother should 
have nourishing food and oleaginous medicines, such as broths 
made of the flesh of Utkrosa (a bird), with ghee and rice, &c. In 
like manner the mother should exercise herself, particularly in 
raising and lowering her head and body, as in humming, &c.,'and 
should ride over a place which has inequalities on its surface. If 
the air dries up the foetus, the belly does not enlarge, and the 
foetus moves little about. In such cases strengthening broths, and 
other food with milk is to be used. Sometimes the fruit of the 
conception is removed by the influence of devils. In such cases the 
symptoms of pregnancy suddenly disappear. 


Food during the different months of TJtero Gestation . 

The food of the mother should be regulated so as to prevent 
abortion. During the 1st month give 

Jastimadku, (liquorice,) 
the seed of the teak tree, 

Saha poisa, (Centaurea muschata ?) or 
Kirkdkoli , (Cucumis utilissimus,) and 
Surdddru, (Phyllanthus ramnoides,) 
in a decoction with milk. 

2nd month. Asantaka , (Terminalia alata,) 

Tila y (Momordica monodelpha,) 

Pipuh t (Ficus religiosa,) 

Tanmarabidi, (Tamarindus Indicum,) and 
Sataguriy (Nelumbium speciosum,) 
in 4 decoction prepared with milk. 

3rd month. Berkdduni, (Asclepias rosea,) 

Kirkdkofi , (Cucumis utilissimus,) 
inantd , (Justicia adhaioda,) 
as before, with milk. 

4th months Ajiantd, (Justicia adhatoda,) 
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Sumdldy (Sarcostema viminialis,) 
Rdshndy (Dolichos sinensis,) 
JPadd, (Nelumbium speciosuin,) 
Madukay (Bassia latifolia,) 

as above. 

5th month. Bemtiy (Volkamerea infortunata,) 
Kantikdrt, (Solanum jacquini,) 



Kassari, (Enonymus tingens,) 

Kirisung, (Butea frondosa,) 

(the roots and bark of banyan, or hot tree) prepared with ghee and milk. 

6 th month. Decoction of 
Pristapurm? 

Balldy (Pavonia ** ’orata,) 

Sigru , (Hyperanthera moringa,) with milk. 

7 th month. Siringdtakahy (Quercus lanceofolia,) 

Min/ila, (Erythrina suberosa,) 

Drdkshya, (grapes,) 

Kaserity (Enonymus tingens,) 

Madukay (liquorice,) 

and sugar mix, and prepare the decoction with milk. 

Should abortion threaten, more milk is to be added to the medicines, 

8 th month. Kapittah s (Dolichos pruriens,) 

Birdti, (Volkameria infortunata,) 

Balia, (Pavonia odorata,) 

Patala, (Trichosanthes lacioiosa,) 

Ikkhiy (Saccharum officinale,) and 
Kantikdtrikd (Solanum jacquini.) 

The roots of these medicines are to be boiled, and used with milk. 

9th month. Liquorice, 

Anantd, (Justicia adhatoda,) 

Kirkdkoli, (Cucumis utilissimus,) 

Sddibd, (Rosa glandulifera,) 
are to be given in the form of a decoction with milk. 

10th month. Milk with dry ginger and Kirkdkoli are to be 
boiled together. If pain is felt in the stomach take dry ginger, 
Jastimadhu (liquorice), which are to be boiled together. By these 
medicines pain will be prevented and removed, and the child will 
be nourished. 

If the womau becomes pregnant six years after the first preg¬ 
nancy, the second infant will live a short time. If severe and dan¬ 
gerous disease occur during pregnancy, mild medicines mixed iu 
sweet and sour vehicles are to be given ; with soft, digestable, and 
nourishing food, as rice, milk, &c. If emetics or purgatives are 
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quired, give them of the mildest description. At the same time 
medicines are to be given, when the air, bile, and phlegm are de¬ 
ranged. The medicines as well as the food should be given weak, 
particularly the former. 

The following four mixtures are to be given to the infant to increase 
his bodily strength and understanding : 

1st. Take gold well powdered, 

Kusta root ditto, 

Bach root ditto, 

mix and give w r ith honey and ghee. 

2 nd. Take 


Muchakuka , (Pterospermum suberifolia,) 
Sankapusjjiy (Vinca parvidora,) 

and powdered gold. Let them be mixed with honey and ghee. 
3rd. Take 


Arkapushpa, (Calotropis gigantea,) 

Bacliy (Iris germanica,) 

and powdered gold. Let them be mixed with honey and ghee. 
4 th. Take of 

Katfala , (Hedycliium gracile,) 

Sitdy (Anethum sowa,) 

Burba, (Arundo bengalensis,) 
and powdered gold, mix and take with ghee and honey. 


Preternatural Parturition , (Murhagarbha.) 

Is divided into 

1 . Kila or Breech presentations . 

2. Pratikhara , when a hand, foot, or head present, and the body 
is tixed. 

3. Bxjaka is when one hand presents with the head. 

4. Parigha , when the infant’s body lies transverse. 

In some manuscripts it is stated that this is not a proper division 
of the different presentations. There are many other kinds, some¬ 
times the hands present, sometimes the knees, sometimes one knee, 
in other cases the knee and side of the body, sometimes the side 
aud back of the body, sometimes the two hands and the head, and 
sometimes the foetus is situated across the mouth of the uterus. In 
some cases the inouth, sometimes the anus presents, which are 
always dangerous. In other c*fces when the woman becomes sense¬ 
less, is affected with nervous diseases, and there is a contraction, 
or any disease of th‘c vagina or uterus, parturition is always dii 
ficult and dangerous. 
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The foetus may die in the uterus, by great grief or other passions ; 
by injuries of the abdomen, by eatiug very hot things, or by dis¬ 
eases of the child. Such causes will naturally separate, and thus 
destroy the child, as worms and storms destroy the fruits of trees. 

When this takes place the signs are the cessasion of the movements 
of the child, the absence of the peculiar pains of labour, the livid 
colour of the face, the foetid smell of the breath, and pain in the 
vagina. When abortion takes place within the four first months, 
when it has received a soul, it is called Garbhabichyuti; should it 
occur after this period, when the parts are all perfect, it is called 
Garbhap&ta. 


When air is deranged in the abdomen cr vagina, severe pain is ex¬ 
perienced, and it produces Mutrakrichchhra, (Strangury.) Monsters 
are produced by tlie sinful actions of the parents, and twins are pro- 
duced by the air in the uterus. 

Under ordinary circumstances, parturition is promoted by the 
action ot the air, but when the air is deranged it produces unnatu¬ 
ral presentations, and unusual parts of the child present, and it is 
impeded in its birth. When a prominent blue vein appears upon 
the abdomen of the mother, or when the body is very cold, and the 
mother is without shame, the foetus will die. Both mother and 
child will die, when she is attacked during utero-gestation with a 
bad disease. 


When the child dies from any cause, or delivery cannot be accom¬ 
plished by the ordinary means, the woman is always to be consider¬ 
ed to be in a most dangerous state. The woman’s protector, whether 
a husband or father, and the raja of the place is to be told the state 
she is in, and that the only hope the practitioner can hold out to 
save the mother’* life, or give a chance to the infant being preserved, 
is the performance of a difficult and dangerous operation : as it is 
performed on an internal organ, in which the position of the child 
is liable to change, aud is in the dark. 

There are three cases which may impede delivery : 

1st. By a deformity of the head. 

'2nd. By the shoulders presenting. 

3rd. By the thighs presenting. 

Should the infant he alive in the abdomen, the mother should try 
to expel it herself. If sho cannot do that, prayers are to be repeat¬ 
ed over some water which the woman is to drink, calling on the 
gods to produce natural delivery. As this prayer 13 pronounced, 
.and the water drank, the various medicines for facilitating the expul¬ 
sion of t oe child are to be given, while she lies on her back, with 
her legs .bent, and the loins somewhat elevated. The hand of the 
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iioner is to be well covered with ghee, and introduced into the 
Tagina, and thus remove the infant. Should the thigh present, the 
feets are to be brought straight together by the hand introduced into 
the uterus, and the infant thus extracted. 

If the breach presents it is to be pushed upwards with the hands, 
and the legs extracted first. If the foetus is transverse the lower 
part is to be pressed up, and the upper is to be brought down, and 
thus delivered. Should the side of the body or shoulder present, 
they are to he pushed upward, and the head is first to be delivered. 
If both hands -present, push them upwards, and bring the head 
towards the vagina. The two last operations are performed with 
much difficulty. If it cannot be thus removed, the knife is to be 
used. If the hand cannot be so employed, the body of the infant is 
to be divided, and thus removed in pieces; but this is never to be done 
when the infant is alive, as by this operation both will be killed. 

When a pregnant woman, near the full time, is suddenly killed as 
a goat is killed before the altar, and should the child move in the 
uterus, an incision is to be made in the abdomen, and the infant 
removed.* 

If the dead child cannot be removed the knife is to be used. 
The woman is to be encouraged with hope by kind language, and 
the Mundal&gra (or Ungli Skdstra, see plate) knife is to be intro¬ 
duced through the vagina, the head is first to be divided, and 
the bones are to be separated and removed. A hook is to be fixed 
in the orbit or cheeks, nd it is to be extracted. Then the hook is 
to be fixed in the breast, belly, or axilla, and the child is to be 
thus removed. If the infiiut be dead, and the shoulders present first, 
divide them at the shoulder-joint, and then deliver. When the ab¬ 
domen of the foetus is much swelled divide it, remove the intestines, 
and extract. If the breech presents, divide the bones of the pelvis 
and extract. In this manner any part which impedes labour is to 
be divided, and removed, so as to save the mother. For this pur¬ 
pose much care is required. As soon as the foetus is known to be 
dead, a skilful practitioner will lose no time in completing delivery, 
as the woman will die very soon if the dead foetus is left in the ute- 
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* One of my Pandits informed me that in a case that came under his 
observation, in which delivery could not he accomplished, and the child 
was alive, the physician told the husband the unless an operation was 
performed both would die. It was referred to the woman, who with 
heroism answered, do not mind me, save the life of iny child! 1 lu 

operation was performed, the wound in the abdomen sewed up, and both 
child and mother recovered. , j./i 
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A pointed instrument should not be employed in performii 
is operation, as it is liable to wound the mother. 

If the secondines do not come away, they are to be removed, by 
manual assistance. The abdomen is to be gently pressed on each 
side, and the patient is to be shaken by a strong person seizing her 
behind, after oil has been applied to the passages. 

When the foetus and secondines have been removed the woman 
is to have tepid water thrown over the body, and it is then to be 
anointed with oil, and a piece of cloth dipped in oil is to be applied 
to the external parts, which will diminish the after-pains, and 
keep the parts shut. After this give the mother the following mix¬ 
tures to diminish the after-pains, and to disperse the bad humors 
collected in the part. A mixture of long-pepper, and its root, 
dry-ginger, asafcetida, cardamum seeds, 

Bydghrl , (Ficus Indica,) 

Jaw&m, (Hedysarum alkagi,) 

Bach, (Iris Gcrmanica,) 

Atibisha, (Annona squamosa,) 

Rassia, (Dolickos sinensis,) and 
Chaba , (Cicer arietinum,) 

which is to be given in powder with ghee, as a decoction or as a paste. 
This is to be repeated daily for three, five, or seven days, accord¬ 
ing to circumstances. Mild tinctures and wines are to be given at 
night. If any other disease appears at this period, the usual treat¬ 
ment is to be followed. The parts are to be washed with a decoc¬ 
tion of 


Cirxsa , (Achyranthes aspera,) and 
Kakuba . (Diospyros melanoxylon.) 

The body must be kept perfectly clean. She should live on light 
milk food, and use daily warm oleaginous frictions, with the hand. 
Numerous prepared oils are used after parturition, till four months 
after. The patient should avoid anger, use milk with medicines 
which diminish air, for ten days. She may then take broths. If 
the strength and appearance of the body is completely restored, she 
is to return in four months to her usual diet. 


Diseases of the Mammre. 

When air, bile, and phlegm are deranged, and fall on these parts, 
whether there be milk or not, they derange the flesh aud blood, and 
produce different diseases of the mammae. There are five forms of 
these diseases, one of which is produced by each of the diseased 
humors, and another by their combination. The symptoms and 
treatment of all these forms of diseases resemble other iufkimma- 





ins ; except Bulurdi or a kiud of large abscess of tbe ma 
wliicli sometimes occurs. 
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Varieties of Milk. 

When the woman eats flesh, or other heavy food, it deranges the 
air, bile, and phlegm ; and acting on the milk, produces various 
kinds of diseases in the infant. When milk is deranged by air, it is 
sour, astringent, and does not mix with water. When bile deranges 
it, it is of a yellow colour, bitter or sour, of a saltish taste, and it 
is thick, sinks in water, and is like mucilage when the phlegm is 
deranged. When two or three are deranged their individual appear¬ 
ances are found. 

Good Milk.—Mixes in water,, is of a grey colour, like white smoke, 
is sweet to the taste, and has no sediment. Such are the qualities 
of healthy and nourishing milk. 


CHAPTER III. 

Diseases of Infants, (Bdlaroga.) 

The diseases of infants arc supposed to be produced 

1st. By derangement in the air, bile, and phlegm. If the chi., 
sucks the mother’s milk, affected by deranged air, he becomes affect 
ed with the diseases of air. His voice is changed, his body emaci 
ated, bowels costive, and the secretion of urine is diminished. 

The diseased bile -fleeting the milk produces a shining appear 
ances of the body of the infant, as if it was smeared with. oil. Tlu 
body is covered with perspiration, it feels hot, the child has grea 
thirst, with looseness, and the body becomes of a yellow colour. 

When the diseased phlegm affects the milk it increases the saliv 
of the infant, with the symptoms produced by diseased phlegm 
He is drowsy, the mouth and eyes swell, with sickness and vomiting 

When two of these diseased states act on the milk, they produc 
the symptoms of the combination. When three are so diseased tl 
three classes of symptoms are present at the snme time. It is on 
by the degree of crying of the infant, that the kind and severity « 
pain is known. 

An infant should have an aperient mixture once a month, in ord 
to keep the howels clear ; and prevent his being affected with dio 
rhoea. Indeed, almost all diseases are produced by constipation. 

A child sick within the month of his birth, is to have hone 
milk, sugar and ghee mixed, and put on a piece of rolled cloth li 
a candle, which he is to be allowed to suck. The dose mu-t 
increased according to the temper, growth, and constitution oi t 
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until he is a year old. From 1 to 16 years the above will 
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iwer; and other medicines, of a stronger description should be 
employed according to the constitution, and nature of the sickness. 

Errhines should not be given to a child under seven years, smok¬ 
ing under twelve years, medicinal waters to clean the mouth until 
the child has passed his fifth year, nor a brush to clean his teeth 
before his twelfth year. 


Purulent Ophthalmia of Infants , (Kukunaka.) 

Bad milk produces disease of the eyelids, which, with the neigh¬ 
bouring parts, are very itchy ; tears flow copiously, the eyes are very 
sensible to light, and they cannot open their eyelids. 


Marasmus , (Pdrigarbhika.) 

^ hen a pregnant woman continues to gi*c suck to a diild, it pro¬ 
duces cough, bad appetite, vomiting; drowsiness, and emaciation. 
The child loses its vivacity, and the abdomen swells. In this case 
the milk is to be changed, and tonics are to be given. When phlegm 
is diseased in the soft palate small pointed elevations form there,°by 
which the fontanell becomes depressed, the soft palate is destroyed, 
le child cannot suck, and there is a difficulty in swallowing, great 
thirst, and pain in the throat and mouth. He cannot sit up, and 
he vomits. This disease is called Tdlukantaka. In this case the 
mother’s milk is not wanted, and very thin food is to be given in 
. cry small quantities, when the child is thirsty. Children are sub¬ 
ject to erysepelas, which is always a most uangerous disease, and 
requires much attention and care. 

In other cases the temples swell, like the leaf of a water-lily, and 
lesccnds to the breast. It is produced by a disease of the air, 
jilo, and pldcgm. In other cases it commences in the thorax or 
ibdomcn, and descends to the anus. Other diseases, of the class of 
’,mali diseases, are produced. Fever, and other diseases of adults 
lay occur in infants, and the medicines to be administered must 
e varied by the experienced practitioner according to the circum- 
rances of each case. 


Diseases produced by Devils. 

These diseases are numerous, as they not only enabled the* 
raotitioner to account ‘for various and unusal forms of diseases, 
lii r h. they did not understand, but also afforded a favourable 
pport.unity for <d\e brahmans 'to reap a rich harvest from .the 
morant people? T have before given a full account of these devils, 
,rn ics -forming such a curious chapter of the history of mc- 
•cine, Jnicj^tjs urc supposed to be liable to be affected by nine kinds 
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spirits or devils, which may assume various forms at will. They 
are produced from the mother, or the nurse having committed cer¬ 
tain improprieties, by which the devil enters their bodies, in order to 
amuse himself. When a devil distresses an infant, it becomes depress¬ 
ed in spirits, and starts from fear. The eyes of the child swell, lie 
cries, his fingers are contracted, and at other times he tears his body 
and clothes with his nails, and bites with his teeth, both himself and 
nurse. The child turns his face to one side, and moves about 
his eyes ; grinds his teeth together, makes a noise like a person 
who cannot speak from the severity ol the disease, and he frequently 
yawns. His eyelids and eyebrows arc in continual movement, and 
the two foreteeth and lips remain shut, and foam proceeds from 
the mouth. The child becomes thinner, cannot sleep, his eves 
swell, has frequent motions, and an unnatural noise proceeds from 
the throat. The smell of the body resembles that of blood, or flesh ; 
and the child will not take his usual food. These arc the usual 
symptoms indicating the presence of a devil. 



THE END. 



